
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA , 

COUNT Y OF ROCKI NGHAM, to-wit: 

In the Circuit Court of said CoW1ty: 

The grand jurors in and for the body of said Count y 
of Rockingham and now ~ttending said Court at its April 
term, 1925, upon their oatps do present that s. M. Brown 

' a nd Mark Steele, within one y ear next prior to the finding -
of this i ndictment, in the said c'ounty of Rockingham, did 
w1lawf ully manufacture, sell, offer, keep, store and expose 
for sale, give a,way , trans ort, disp ense, solicit, advertise 

' -and receive orders for ardent spi'rits, against t he peace 
and dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
-, 

The jurors a fore s a id up on their oaths a f oresaid do 
f urt J er pres ent that s. M. Brown and Mark Steele, within 
on e year next prior to the finding of this indictment, in 
the said County of Rockingham, d i'd unla wf ully have in their 
_possession a.r elent spirits, a gain st the peace and dignity of 
the Cor.imonwealth of Virginia. 

o e yeax 

the said, 

spi'r'i ts, 

0 

aforesaid, u•po11 their , oaths aforeji3a id 

ardent 

This indictment i s found on the te s timony of John Dove, 
a witness sworn in court and sen t before the grand jury to 
give evidence. 
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INSTRUCTIOU NO. J 

The Court instructs the jury thc t i n t his cas e,as in 

all criminal c .ses,the accused's plea of not guilty raises 

a presumption of i nnocence i n his favor and puts on t he 

Commomr1eal th the burden of proving his guilt beyond reason­

able doubt. If,therefore,upon a cons ider a tion of the whole 

case,the testimony of the witnesses and the circumstances 

shown in evidence, ther e exists in t he minds of the jury 

a reasonable. doubt n.. s to t he guilt of the accus ed, t hey s hould 

find him not guil ty . And the Court further tells t h e jury 

t hat a reasonable doubt is t ha t st te o:f t h e ca s e which ,after 

comparison and consideration of all t he evidence,leaves the 

minds of the jurors in such condition t ha t t h ey cannot say that 

they f eel an abiding conviction to a moral c ertainty of the 

truth of the charge. 
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Arrest Warrant t 

Whereas,----y<'+--- -"-L-'--.L.--=::...=.~:......=-----=--::a-- ---..,,.._ 
complaint and information on oath before 01J;~LJ~Z2~¾;-;cc~~~~~= a Justice of the said Oi~,, 
that ?J7J ~ -, -~ -'-' =D-'--------------------

of the said C~~ Q~ day of tf2.d. 192-'r."inthesaidC~did 

~~1~~ ~ ~~ 

These are therefore, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to command you forthwith to appre­
hend and bring before me, or some other Justice of the said C~ the body of the said-------7zl/hf( -4-T-~-Rw ~~ 
to answer the said complaint and to be further dealt with according to law. And you are required to sum-
mon ------------------------ ---------------

No.38 
NEWS • RECORD CO .• HARRI SO NBURG. VA, 



Commonwealth 

vs. } Arrest Warrant 

~ ~~~······d?L~ .... 
~L.~ 

Executed the wi thin warrant b}• arresting 

and delivering the bod}' of 

~~T' 
''~-~~~ .. Jt;,. .. : ... ~ ............ . 

before ~~ .. t .b~ 
a Justice of~~~ 

... woning the within named witnesses in person, 

this .. ~ .... da}' of . 0~······ ·········· 19~ . .'j-

···(l..tJ.L'b..~.s .. ~ ... e., ... ........... . 



In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You, are hereby comm,anded to su,mmon. 

t o appear bef ore the Judge of the Circuit Cou,rt of RoclcinghaEi Co nty, at the Court 
House thereof, at 10 o'clock, a . m. , on the ~ ............ d a y of' . . .. ,. .1 9 .. dz.-:, ~ 
t o testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth agai t . . .. . .... 

·.·.···· ······ .······.·.·7.·.·.·.· ... ·.· .·.·.·l?n.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.· .··.·.·.· .·. ... . . .. A . .... ~-;-.~ 
who stands charged with a,~ misdemeanor. 

~ // .And this .. . ~ .. . . shall not omit under the penalty of £ 1 0 0 . .And hcwe then 
and there th is Writ. 

Witness , J . F . B LACKBURN, Clerk of ou r said Court, at the Court House, the 
...g .day of f = · , . .... , 1 /Jk .,,-and in the 1 /; . . 

. ~ , ~~ ~-cz..~ t...-&A-£-~s-,..:.,···v . .. , Clerk. 

News-Record, H arrisonburg, Va. b 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to sum,mon .. 

~°:C:.••~~·••~··•·· ~-~~r, 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Roclcingha~ Co nty, at the Cou rt 

House thereof~ at 10 o'cloclc, a . m., on th e .. . ~ .... ........... day of" . · t2f/YY -. .19 .. ~ ... '/'-

to testif y and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth agai . . ... .. 

who stands charged with and indicted f or a felony misdemeanor . 

.Jl.nd this .. :.~ ·· ...... shall not omit under the penalty of £ 100 . .Jl.nd h a ve then 

and there th is~ 

W itn ess, J . . B L.Jl.CKBURN, Clerlc of our said Court, at the Cou,rt H ouse, the 

./ .. ~. . , 1 9-t. ~-:-and in the 14 .•/· ·th year of the Common~ealth. 

. ~- .-::f,,, .. ~~. , Clerk. 

News-Record. H arrisonbur~. Va. 
v 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

to appear bef ore the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court 
H ouse thereof: at 1 0 o'clock, a . m., on t h e. . ... . ./.~ ............ d a y of . ~ 7 .... 19 .. ;(.; .'f' 
to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against ... 

who stands charged with and indicted f o1 a fel,o-n,y misdemeanor . 
.11.nd this. .... .. shall not omit under the pena,lty of £ 100. .11.nd have then 

and there this Writ . 
Witness, J. F. B L .11. CKB U R.!v, Clerk of our said Court , at the Cou,rt H ouse, the J .. day of ..... ~ ··/· ..... . , 1 9 .aZ. . ..J;-and in the 14•J ····t h year of the Com,monwealth. 

. . .. , Clerk. 
News-Record, H arr ison burg, Va. 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You clre h e1'eby com1nanded to su,m,1non ..... . 

..................... .. .. ......... 0.., ...... -y_,/: ....... .......... ~ .. . 

to rippea1' befo1'e the Judje of the Circiiit Cou1't of Roclcinjhani County, at the Coiirt 

House thereof, a t 10 o'clock, a. m., on the .......... P.- ... 0. ......... ..... day of'. .. ~L .... . 19 z. ~ 
to testify and the truth to say in belwlf of the Commonwealth bef ore the Grrmcl Ju1'y 

.. ?.7/ ....... rt'~~ t!- ~~V.. 
w ho sta,nds ch ar/eel with rind indicted f or a f~ misdem erinor . 

And this ... ·-•~·~ .......... sh all not omi t wicler the penalty of £100. And have then 
and there this Writ . 

Witness , J . F . B.LA CKE URN, Clerlc of ow· sriid Court, at the Coiirt House, the 

/"2. .. cla,y of'. .... ~..... , 19.Z. .-5.;-a,nd in the 14T th year of the Commonwenlth . . ........ ,,;J ~~ . Clerk 

N ews-Record , Horrisonbu r~. V,1. 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Vi~ nia,;,.,,J~ .,/ 6 +~ 
To the Sherif~ Reeki~ 3.unty , Greeting : 

You, are hereby commanded to summon .... 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court 
House thereof, at 10 o'cloclc, a . m ., on the ........ J .. .Jl. ............... day of .. ~ 7" .. .. 19 .& .. ~--; 
to t estify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against ... 

who stands charged with cincl indicted fo misdemecinor . 
.Jl.nd this ... . ~ •·········· shall not omit u,nder the penalty of £100 . .Jl.nd have then 

and there this Writ . 
Witness, J . F . BL.Jl.CICBUR.H, Clerk of our said Court, at the l'onrt House, the 

, .. . day of ... ~ 7 ......... , 19 .. . ,?,-and in the 14[ •···t h year of the Commonwealth . ................... J:✓ ... ~~······, Clerk. 
6 News•Record, Harrisonburg, Va . 





....... -- - w ~ .... --- -- - ---

Instruction No 
The Co urt i ns tructs the j ury tha t in arriving a t a verdict t he y are enti t l ed to t ake into cons i dera t i on the fact tha t the defen ·· ant Brown as alrea dy lost h i s automobile . 



.------- '-'--- - -- - __, -



~:..------

The Court in _ tructs the jury that they cannot cons ~d er any happenings or evems that took pla ce on.side 
of the bo undary of Rockingham County . 



... ___ -- ---_____..-._ 



I ns t Tuc t ion No J 

The Co ~J_rt i nstruc t s the jury t hat circums tances of sus­
pici i on , no mat t er how g r a ve or strong , are not proof of 
guilt , and tha t the defendant s must be found not guilty unles s 
t h ', f act of the i r guilt i s proven beyond every reas onable doubt, 
an d to t he actual exc l us i on of eve r y r eas ,nab le hypothesis of the i r innocence consisten t with the f ~cts proven. 





-----------------~-----~---~~---,--..----~---------~--·-~ 
Ins truct i on No ~ 

The Court i ns truc t s t he Jury tha t in weighing and cons i der­
i ng all of t he evidence i n this ca se, together, t hey can g i ve 
such wei ght a s they may deem proper to the evidence showing the 
go od char ~. cter of t he de fen dants, and i f t here is a reasnab le doubt 
as to the i r guilt the jury in the i r dicretion can on the go od 
char 2cter of the de fenda nts give t hem the benefit of the doubt 
on the evi dence of the i r good char acter. 





- - - -~·-----.-------~---------------
Ins true t i on No 

The Co urt ins tructs t he jury that in order to be guilty 

of transporting ardent sp i ri ts as charged in th i s ind.citment 

t he defe ;~ants must ha ve known that the ardent spiri t s transported 

was in the automobile when they traveled over the highway within the 

of Roc Ki ngham 

~ ' . t 

h ( 



~
 -- - ---



- 2 -
The Court i nstructs the jury that even though t hey find the accused guilty as charged , • t hey further find that ¼\. 

v iolation of t he law 
under the law to i m- ose a jail sentence , 
ment by fine alone . 

it i s not necessary 
~ but may fix the p nish­A 
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Ins tru ctions for the Defense . 

-1-

he Court instructs t he jury t h t the law resume s e e~L~.£.::.,..;;a....,.;::=::.. .. 

son char e ' · t nnocent until his guilt i s establish-

ed beyond a reasonable doub t , and t h i s pres :ption of innocence 

goes with the accus ed throughout t he ent ire case and appl i es to 

ev eyy stage t hereof-- nothing i s to be presumed or taken by i m­

pli cat ion agai nst him ••• nd if the Jury have any rat i onal doubt 

as to any fac t necessary to convict the a ccused of any offense 

hatever , they are bound to give the acc~s ed the benefit of that 

doubt .•• d if the jury have a reasonable doubt upon any mater ­

i al fact or element necessar y to constitute the crime~ this legal 

presumption i n favor o i nnocence is , in doubtful cases, a l rays 

sufficient t o turn the scales i n favor of the accused and it is 

t he jury rs duty to give t he a ccused t he benefit of such doubt 

and a cquit him. And i f t here i s any reasonable hypothesis con­

sis t en t wi t h his innocence they must a cquit him; and it i s unlaw­

ful and a bre ch of t he sworn duty of the jury or a juror to 

compromi s e innocence with ilt . 
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