
~~ 
VS • - h,) ~ -----

!:I . P . na.pp. 

On an appea l ·rom a decision of t h e 

1:ayor of t . e :.:own 01· ~r ott oes , 

... oc kingham "I ounty , Virgi nia . 

This day c ame t h e attorney ·or t h e c ommonweal t h a:imd t h e 
def end ant , by · counsel, and moved t h e Court t o quash t h e warrant 
i n t h is c a s e , because t h e s ame was insufficient in t hat it did n ot 
s how up on i t s face t h a t i t was issued upon a complaint of an 
one , and for t l'. e furth er rea son t hat it did not cha rge a criminal 
of f ence . 

ail :t e lift~ ewfHH i ehorgeg. which illii"' accordingly 
I\ 

t o wh iun a ction of t h e 0ourt tne d.e1·enda..YJ. t by counsel 
except ea. . 
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In re . Town of Grottoes, 

vs . 

H. P . Sna p p . 

Mot ion to quas h warrant of arrest is s ued by R. T. 

Mil le r , Mayor of Grottoes against H. p . Snapp . 

1 . Th is warrant say s , "Whereas evidence has t h is 

day ma de co mpm.aint and in:format ion on oath befor e , R. T . Miller , 

Mayor of s aid to wn , that H. P . Snapp on the 9th day of Sept . 

19 22 i n sa i d town , did transport moo n shine in ~iolat i on of an 

ordinance of sai d town , " &c . 

It i s submit t e d that t he r e mu st be s ome pe r so n ma k i ng 

th e compl a int . Of cour se i t is not contended that t he :Mayor 

could n ot h ave issued the warra nt at hi s own instanc e but t h e 

war:rant do e s not so say . 

It is s ubmitted that t he effect of t his war rant i s 

no one "has this day made complaint" &c . therefor e there is 

no complainat upon which the wa rrant ca n be predicated . 

It i s furt her submitted that th e words , "transport 

moons h ine " d oe s not set out an offense a gainst t ha 1 aws· of 

t h is Commonwealth . The Prohibition Law, Se c . 3 , says , 11 It 

shall b e. unlawful f o r any person in this Sta te t o manufact u re , 

tra nspo r t , s el l , k eep or store for sa le , off er out or expos e 

for s a le , gi ve away or d i s p ense or solicit i n any way , or re

ce i ve orde r s f or or aid i n procuri ng a rdent sp irits as here

inafter prov i ded.." 

It is submitted that "T r anspo rt moonshine" does not 

come unde r any of those nume rous offenses . 

2. On the back o·f t h e warrant is t his judgment , 

" Sept . 11 , 1922 the defendant is found 

guilty as c harged and adjudge•d to pay a fine of $1 00 .00 for the 

benefit of t he town and the costs noted on this wa r rant . n S igned 





s. 

R. T. Miller, Mayor. 

(luarere? 

--2--

Of what is the defendant found guilty? 

It will be noted that he is not found guilty as charged in the 

warrant but simply found guilty as charged. We submit that 

this is not sufficient. 

In conclusion we would say that while we understand 

that a warrant is informal , and that the strict rules which 

apply to an indictment do not prevail to the effect of the 

construct ion of a warrant, yet a warrant is a pleading upon 

which the accused is deprived of his property or his liberty 

or both and there are certa in fundamental rules which must 

be observed. 

( a) There must be a proper complaint. ( b) It must 

charge an offense against the law of t he land . 

It is submitted that the warrant in question shows 

neither that it is made upon a proper complaint nor that he 

charges an offense punishable under the law. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff o f Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You c1,re hereby conunanded to summon . . 

to r,,ppear before the Ju,d_ge of' the Ci1·cuit Court of RockinJ!ham County, at the Cow·t 

House the1·eof, at 10 o'clock, a. m., on the ---~ ~ . dciy of E,~ .. 19 .. ~-~ 
to testify and the tri1,th to say in behalf of the Commoniuealth nJ!ainst . 

ui/u) .. sf,tutds clitt1 Jed with mr,d;i,ndictetl /01 a felony m,isclemeanor . 

.11.nd this. ~ ..... . shall not omit wider the penalty of£ 100. .11.ncl hnve then 

nnd there this Writ. 

·witness, J. F. BL.11.CKBUR.N', Clerk of our sa,id Conrt, at the Cou,rt House, the 

4 ~ day of ~ ., 194-,3, ant:~14;l::;;_~w:::: 
News.Record, Harrisonburi!, Va. V 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia : 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You a re hereby com,manclecl to sunimon 

to appear before the Juclje of the Circuit Court of Roclcinjhmn Cou,nty, cit the Cou,rt 

Hoiise thereof, at 10 o'cloclc, a. m., on the .... ... . ~J .. .. · .. . clay of. .. ... 7-~ . 19~ ~ 

to testify ancl the tnith to say in behalf of the Commonwealth nJrtinst ........ .. ..... . 

1 ~ -c-ho;r-g-ed ·wiiJ.i ... m1,.d..-i,Jul,iclH#i, ... f01.~mea1WJ · . 

.11.ncl this. ~ .......... shall not omit iincler the penalty of £ 100 . .11.ncl lwve then 

a,ncl there this Writ. 

Witness, J. F. BL.II. CKB URN, Ulerlc of ou,r said Court, at the Cow·t .House, the 

2 £,_ . .. . clay of .··! ~ , 19 .. ?,,. pancl in the 14 .. 7".thyenr ofthe Commonwealth . 

.. .. .. .. . . . . J.; $.!. ~~, Clerk. 

New,-Record , H11rriso11b11rl!, Va. v 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

YoU, are hereby conunanded to su,mmon 

·····-····-··········- ·· ················ 

.d i.VJ~ 

to nppear bef01·e the Ju,dfe of the Circu,it CoU;rt of Rockingham, County, at the Cou,rt 

House thereof, a t 10 o'clock, a. m., on the. . . .~ . day of ... , .Uc:>:--u... . l9l-, ~ 
to t estify and the triith to say in behalf of the Commonwealth a,g a-inst ............... .. ... . 

.. ..... !;~.~ ~ ·· · 
CIJ+b(HJ/,fHids ch,£u-ged wi~icted j'm n f'-eltm,y m i,sdc,neanm . 

.11.nd this . .. ...... ~ ..... shall not omit under the penalty of £ ZOO . .llnd have then 

a,nd there thi s Writ . 

Witness, J . F. BL.A.CKBUR.N', Clerk of ou,r saicl Court, at the Cow·t House, the 

R.Jl!.day of :··1~ .. , 1 9 ~and in the 14 .. . 7-th yem· of the Cmnmonw enlth. 

· f ;:j ~~ , Clerk. 

News-Record. Harri5onburat, Vo. 





·w ARR_ANT OF_ A.Rl\.E.S.T . 

STATEJF ;ZR~NIA, TOWN OF GROTTOES, TO-WIT: 

To~~~. Sergeant, or any Policeman of said town: 

Whereas &v-v~ ~ has this day on 

oath before me, R. T. MILLER, Mayor of said town, that_,:__,t..-=_,__::::_L..5,~~=-----~:.L,L-,'-------

- - - --- ---- _ _ ___ _ _ on the ., ,$, 

in -said town, did~~~~~ i5~~~~~~2".~~ifi~~ ;(_---:-=-- -:---~ - -=--~--

u.nl awful l y ma n ufa :1re sell , offer , kee 
g r v e mm , t r ~11 s _por t , ch s p e 11 s e , s o,,..,,...l*-1,,c,,ti--.t-, -, ---,.,-,.......,.,...,...,..,.+--r..-,=--=-..,.,-+---,..-=rrc-r,.....,.,.,...._--

.Q ~de~ p for r dent s _piri ts 

~ - --- - --- ------ --- in violation of an ordinance :of the sa\~ town: 

These are therefore in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia to command you forth-

with to a~prehend and bring b~~: gme other Justice, the body of the said 

d /7=-<-=,r· 
to answer the said complaint and to be further dealt with according to law. 

Given under my hand and seal this (/ day of_,,_4ft- =----<---~. _ -_________ 192..Z-

---'--~-+'-'-"-'---/1',-~~~=....c...._· _ _ _ (Seal) 
Mayor 
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WARRANT OF ARREST 

. ·, TOWN OF GROTTOES 

vs. 

Summons for Town 

Summons for Defense 

COSTS 

Fihe -'----'----'------- $~ t1 ."'/' t 
Issuing and Trying Warrant_ ~ '" 

s\1mmoning Witnesses __ 
I 

Jail Fee ______ _ _ _ 

Witnesses' Attendance __ --'---

, A~rest. __ ------'---

Total. _ _____ ___:__ 

' ' 
Executed __________ _,_ 
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