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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, 

COUN1Y OF ROCKINGHAM, to-wit: 

In the Circu i t Court of said County: 

The grand jurors in and for the body of said county 

of - Rockingham and now attending said court at its April term, 

1925, upon their oaths d-0 present that Miohael s. Lawson, 

within one yesr next prior to ·the finding of this i1Aictment, 

in the said county of Rockingh~m. did w1lawfully manufacture, 

sell, offer, keep, store and expose for sale, g ive away, 

transport, dis-pense, solicit, advertise and rec eive orders 

for ardent spirits, against the peace and dignity of the 

Commonwealth of Virginia. 

1'h e jurors a f oresaid upon their oaths a f oresaid do 

further present that Michaels. Lawson, within one year next 

prior to the findi ng of this indictment, in the said county 

of Rock i ngham, did unlawfully have in his po'ssession arden t 

s_piri ts, agai nst the peace and dignity of the Commonweal th 

of Virginia. 

And the jurors aforesaid upon their oa ths aforesaid 

do further present that Michaels. Lawson, withi n one year 

next prior to the fi ndi ng of this indictment, in the sa i d 

county of Rock ingham, di.d unlawfully reoe ive ardent spirits, 

against the peace and dignity_of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

This indictment is foun d on the testimony of John 

Dove and Dewey Dofflemyer, witnesses sworn in court and sent 

befo r e the grand jury to g ive evidence. 
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INSTRUCTIOll NO . • 

The Court instructs the jury that in order 

to convict the accused in this case , it is n ot suff icient 

to create a suspicion or probability of guilt, but the 

evidence ml):st go further and exclude every r eas onable 

hypothesis except that of guilt. 
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I NSTRUCT I ON NO . • 

The Court instruct s the jury t hat even t hough 

t hey believe fro m the evidence that the ac cused wa s 

i n t he aut omobile wit h George Herr i ng a t t he time 

George Herr i ng comm itted the illegal acts charged 

i n t he indictment in this case against the accused, 

and even though they further bel i eve from t he evidence 

t hat t he accused c onsented that t he sa i d illegal acts 

be done, ye t t h e j ury are i nstructed t ha t t he mere 

pre sence of t he accused a t t he place where t he illegal 

acts were committed or his consent to t he same alone , 
.,.I 

are n ot suffic i ent t o const i t ute the ac cuse d an a ider 

and a"b'e tt tor i n t he commiss ion of t he ill egal acts 

perf ormed ·by Ge orge Herr i ng , and t hey must find t he 

sa id ac cused n ot guil ty unles s t hey further believe 

from t he evidence beyond every r easonable doubt . that 
/ 

h e di d s ome overt act to f orward sa i d illegal acts 

or any of t hem, or that he shar ed t he criminal i ntent 

of t he sa i d Ge orge Her ring , who committed t he sa i d 

acts . 

, 





INSTRUCT ION NO. • - --~ 

The Court i nstruc t s the jury that bef ore 

the accused,W,ichael Lawson, can be convicted of 

any of fense charged against him under th i s indictment , 

t he burden is upon the Commonwealth to prove beyond 

every reasonable doubt that the said accused di d some 

act, spoke some word or made some ge sture in aid or 

enc ouragement of t he illegal acts charge d aga inst h im, 

and the mere fact t hat the accused was riding in the 

car at t he t i me George Eerring received ardent spirits 

and unlawfully transported the same, does not make the 

accused guilty of any criminal act unless he p~ formed 

some overt act in aid of the said illegal acts . 
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Commonwealth of Virginia, l T •t· 
Rockingham County, j o-wi · 

BE IT REMEM~ that on the -~~----day of_ __ ~-------- 1.G2 ~ ----- --- - -

_(juk{~ --~~ ti}._✓ ~-?-/~-----------
came before· me __ [!._~~~----.:..::. __ff ~ __________________ : ____________ _ 
of the said county of Roc.kingham, and severally and respectiveily acknowledg('d themselves to be in

debted to the Commonwealth of Virginia, in manner and form following, that is to say: the said 

:'J<VJH_:~ ~ d7 ~:--:--. -:::-: , :::cps{! '::2:::::in the ;::a:: 

good and lawful money of the United Sta~aid _____________________________________ _ 

in t:he sum oif __ I>ollnrs of like g·aod auQ lQnrful 1n6fl"ey, to be 

respectively made and levied of their several goods and chattels, lands and tenements, and they 

severally waived the benefit of their Homestead Exempti-on as to this obligation, and also waived any 

claim or right to discharge any liability to the Commonwealth arising under this recognizance with 

coupons detached from the bonds of this State, to the nse of the Commonwealth of Virginia if the said 

~'-!!:-_-~-------------- ______ shall make default in the performance of the 

conditions underwritten. . , 

The condition of the above recognizance~s such that if ti#!;~~ 
~-:_:,,-7µ~1:;;-'IJ;i::. n~~crsonally /PP; ~for';, flle- Circuit " 

~ Con,! o! Roc!<,n,:!t•m an theJZ ______ day of ~-~--~#~'\;I,, 
tffl"l".N,)f, ~eing the _ day 9f ]9'.L , at the Court-ltouse,

7
th.ereef,, 

and then and there answer the Co1 monwealth of Virginia concerning a certain_~~~w~ 

of the said_~L?_ __________________________________________ stands cha1,ged, and shall not 

depart thence without the leave of said Court, th en the above recognizance shall be void and of no 

effect, otherwise to remain in fuH force and virtue. 

Taken and acknowledged before me, the d y and year first above writtenr---

~c------
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Arrest Warrant 

COMMONWEAL TH OF VIRGINIA, } TO WIT: ' 
RoCKINGH~OUN ' 

. I 
To--=~~--'e:::.....>,~·~--,~~-=---·- -,,--------, a Constable of said County: 

Whereas, ~tf:'___,__._/e,____ - of the said County, has this day made 
complaint and mformation on oat fore me, 2J1 f ~c. • ,,/?___ -1L- « a-Justice of the said County, 
thatL~ 

These are therefore, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to command you forthwith to appre
hend and bring before me, or some o er Justice of the said County, the body of the said,-------

to appear and give evidence in behalf of the Commonwealth, on the examination touching the said offence. 
Given under my hand and seal this-/-'?- day of 11:--~ , in the year 19 Z~ • 1/17 £ I!, C ,<...~ e « .. .-... J. P. (Seal.) 

No. 38 
NEWS • RECORD CO . , HARRISONBURG , VA. 



Commonwealth 

vs. } Arrest Warrant 

/'1--i,,,, , /7 t? /J ✓ 
..... .//.~ ..... ~ 

Executed the within warrant by arresting 

and delivering tl1 e body of 

moning the within named witnesses in person, 

•hi, ./.2,,.doy o/~ .............. 19f'c S-

· ···· · ······· · · ··· ···· ~ ·~ 

of ~eking ham c;:p;f ,C ~. ,, 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court 

House thereof, at 10 o'clock, a. m., on t h e .............. .l.. .. ff ...... ..... d a,y of ~·7" ... 19.:V.. .'1 -

to testif y and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against ............. .. .... . ... .. . 

···2!7-~ ·····~······· 
who stands cha,rged with and indicted f or a fe;l;rm,y misdemeanor . 

.11.nd t h is ... . ~···········shall not omit under the penalty of £ 100 . .11.nd lwve then 

and there this Writ . 

Witness, J . F . B L .11.CK BUR.N', Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the 

· f d a y of. .. ~r. .. ~ .... , 19 A..~ and in the 14.f .. th year of the Com,monwealth. 

······· ·········~ ··· 7 .. ~~~·············• Clerk. 

i5 
News- Record. Harr ison burg, Va. 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You nre h ereby commancled to sunimon ... 

to nppenr before the Ju,d_ge of the Circiiit Court of Roclcin_gha,m County, at the Coiirt 

House thereof, nt 10 o'clock, n. m., on t he ............. rf? .. . <2. .... .... dny of .~ .... ... . 19.~.'f' 

to testify nnd the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth before the Grand Jury 

·· ···························-········· -············ ······ -· ·- ·· 
--·······--·· •• •·· 

~ ' . 

.. ......... / .. !?J·············· .. ····· ···· ·········· ···· ······· ·· ········· .. ········~· 
w ho sta nds charged with and indicted f01 n f'~ misdemeanor . 

.11.ncl this .. ..... ~ .. ..shall not omit under the pennlty of £100 . .11.nd luwe then 

anil there thi s ;,~ · 

Witness, J . F . B L.1/. CKB U R.N, Cler le of our snid Coiirt, at the Court House, the 

/..~ cla,y of'. . . ~ ......... , 19,7..,.q,and in the 14.7 ... tfi year of the Commonwenlth . 

................. ~ ... .-f: ... ... ~~ ..... , Clerlc. 
,£ 

N ews 4 Record, Harrisonfmri?, Vo. {I 
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