
CO ,_·,10"iW~ TH OF VIRGIHIA , 

COU: 'TY O:B ROCKI lG11U: , t o - wit: 

I n t he Ci1·cuit Court of said Count, : 

'.i1he grand j urors i n and for t he body of said County of Roc k i ng ham 

and now att ending said Court at its February t erm , 1 924 , upon t-hei r oaths 

_presen t t,h t Gi lbert Lawson , within one year nex t p rior to t he fi ndi ng 

"Y I i t" - ;. '? l I 'I ~ I 

of t hls i nd , ctment , in the said County o:f Hockingham , d id unlawful l y and 

"' 
felo ni ously manufact ure , sell, of f er , ke ep , store and ex ~ose for s a l e , 

g ive awa c , d i spense , t ransport , solic i t , advert ise and r eceiv e orders 

for ardent spi r it s; and the jurors fur ther say that t he said Gilbert 

Lawson was heretofore on t he 28 th day of June, 19 23 , c onvic t ed of 

violating t he Prohibi tion Laws of t he Cor:imonwealth o f Vir gini a , in t he 

Ci rcu it Cour t of rloc~cingham Co unty , Virginia , and then and there was 

s entenced to pay a fi!1e of Two Hundred Dollars and to s erve for a 

_p eriod of f our mon ths in jail, aga.inst t he pea c e a nd u.ign ity of t he 

Commonw eal t h of Vi r ginia . 

The jurors aforesaid... upon their oaths aforesaid do further 

that Gilbert Laws on, wi 
J,.~f• i 

of t hi s inu. i c t r:.. ent , in the said 
~ 

hin one 
I 

~ r next p rior to the f inding 

County of .nockingha.m , d id unlawful ly 

and f e loniously ha ve in his pos session ard en t s pir l t s ; and. t he j u.r ors 

f ur t h er sa t hat t h said Gilbert .Lawson was heretof oi· e on the 28t h day 

of J une , 192 , convicted of v io l a ting t he >rohibi tion Laws of t he 

Commonweal th of Virginia , in t he Ci r c ui t Court of Hockingh rn County , 

Virginia , and t hen and t here wa s sen t enced to ·pa a fine of '.i1wo Hundred 

Dolla rs ancl to s erve for a period of four mont hs in j ail , against the 

peace and dignity of t he Commonwealth of Yirginia, . 

nd the jur ors a f oresa i d u • on their oaths aforesaid rlo further 

prese1t . thc. t Gil'ber t Lawson , wi t hin one year nex t · r ior t o the finding 

"; 1t n •• I , 

of t his indi ctmen , in the said Cow1ty of n ock ingham, did unlawfully 
I\ 

and felonioasly .r eceiv e a rd ent spir i ts; and the juro rs fu:.:- t her sa 

t ha t t he sa.id lrilbert .Lawson wa s her etofore on the BS h d a;_,- of J une , 

1923, convicted of v iolat ~ng t he r ohibi tion .:..,a-.rvs oi the Cornr:onwealth 

of ' i r _inia , in t ne Ci rcui: t Court of Roc k i ngham Coun ty, Virginia , and 

then and t h re v,.ra s se nt enced to pay a fine of Two Hundred Dollar s , end 
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to serve for a period. of foLlr month 0 in j a il , again s t t he peace and 

dign t ty of t he Commouwealth of Virgi nia . 
_y This ir d 1c oent is found on the te ..:: timon y of John .l!'u.nz: , C . w. 

ov e , and W. 11.' . Rexr od e , witnes se s swor n i n Co urt E. ncl sent b efo r e the 

gra.ndj ur y t o give evid en ce . 
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COMMONWEALTH 

vs. 

GILBERT LAWSON 

Charge to the Jury. 

If you find the accused, Gilbert Lawson, not guilty, 

you will say so and mo more. 

If y ou find him guilty as charged in the indictment, 

then y ou will ooy so and ascertain his punishment b y con­

fine ment in the penitentiary for not less than one nor more 

than five years, or, in your discretion, by confinement 

in j a il for not less than six months nor more than twelve 

months, and b y a fine not exceeding $500.00. 
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Commonwealth of Virginia---City, County of, to-wit 

WHEREAS. . ~.1 .~~C:,.;;,;··-;;,;;:,i:;_;··;,,··;;i;~·;;;·········-·········--·----··· .of. the ,a;d~' 

has this dav made complaint and information on oath before m e, ______ e_._~ •-----~7····aT,·•tldJ ~ ·· 
of the said C':mnty 

CttY 

(a ) Ardent 

in a 

bv one .. 

~ Name of Magistrate. 7~,. v 
that he verftly believes for the reasons hereinafter stated in the said gf~nty and State: 

(b) A stiiLl, still cap, worm, tubs, fermenters and other appli ances with such still a nd used, and mash and other substances, 

capable of being used, in the manufacture of Ardent Spirits, a'I'e unlawfully in the possession of, and unlawfullv used 

. ~ ' . 

bvone·· ·-·-·~---·-----~--··-··-·--·--· ------- --· -- ··--·----··-·- -- ---------------------·- -------- --·-···--·--------· -··-·--- ---·--··-·----·· ······-------

in a certain -·---~--z_:::_::_~na-~ ~:-i~-·-~-o the--i~f~~mant -~-D-~~-~-~--~ • 

/ (Here describe the place, house, room or boat, aa case may be) 

(c) Ardent Spirits are bein~ unlawfully kept, held, stored, concealed, used, sold, and unlawfully transported in certain bag-

gage or a certain vehiclei, to-wit: 'a certain _____ ·--- ------------ ----- -------------- ----- ·----- ·----·----------------- ------------ ---- -------------------- -------- ----- ------- ------····· ······ ·, ... ....... . 
!cHere describe vehicle, auto, motor boat, package or baggage, or what not) 

bv one .................................................... ••·····-······················ ·-··························-···················· ·········-········'·················································-'···················· ······ .. 
(Give name. or say. "Whose name is to the informant. unknown") ·-

And there being r easonable and probable cause for such belief, on account of the following facts stated b:v the affiant and 

----------------------······· ··········-··-- -···· ··· ·····-- ---- -· ····· ---- - ········ ····· ---------- --------- ----- ---- -----------------··· ············-·········· ·-- ·········--- --· 

-·----------···---·---·-------·-------------·-··- ·-·············----·· --------------···---------· ····-·•-·············· 

· · ···- -· ·-----·-·· ··---·-- --- -· --· · ··· ·· ···-· · -··· ·--- -·······--·-·--• -·····-···-·-· ··--- -•· ····· ·-·------- -----· . ---- · · -- ···------ ---·- -····-·· -- -- ---· -· ···-· ··-----·-··· ---····-·--·------- --··· ··-·--· -··· ···-···· ··--· -·-·-·-·--

Thi s is to certify that I have this day issued a seatrch, warrant to search the said ..... . ~ .... ~ .. :~··········-·-··- " 
QHere sa.y P'j-ce house. room. boat. 

' ....... -/ Ge/.L ................ . . .. / ----··-------·-·-- -----· --· ·--- -·---··--·--·-· ·--- ·--··· 
auto or baggage, or as the case may be) ·· ·· 

Given 



AFFIDAVIT FOR A WARRANT TO SEARCH 

FOR ARDENT SPIRITS, ETC. 

Commonwealth of Virginia 

VI. 

Filed in the Clerk 's Office of the .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . 
Court of the ...... . ..... of............... . .. Va. 

County or City Name 

Court of the . . . . ..... . ... . .... . .. . . .. . .. . . 

Virginia, this ............ day of.. .... ... .......... ....... .... .. , 1 92 .. .... .. 

Clerk. 

By ........................................................... ......... D. C. 



Commonwealth of Virginia--€ity, ~f,~~t: 

To the Prohibition Inspectors, Sheriffs, Sergeants, and all Police Officers and Constables of the State of 

Virginia-Greeting: 

WHEREAS V _Al'-' £'7/7..-r __ L_._ O'_,...~- ------------ - - -------- ---- of the said ~o~nty 

has this day de complaint and information on oath before me,_e~:_-~- __ _ l [l ___ _ 
t ame of Magist rate, -;tfe-:" 

of the said ~c· t that he verily believes, that in the said ccity t and State: 
oun y 

oun y 

(a) That Ardent Spirits are being unlawfully manufactured, sold, kept, stored, possessed, held, used and 

concealed in a certain --~-~ __ ,n ,,L U..'4<~-'-"•~ ~r:H..-4~-- - -- - - - --

J - J tir e descr ibe t b e place, h ouse, r oom or boat, as t he case may e) 

by one __ _ ~ ------ ______ __ ___ ---- ------------------- --- --------------- -
<Give name, if name unknown. say . 1 1Whose n ame is t o the informant unknown'') 

(b) A still, still cap, worm, tubs, fermenters and other appliances connected with such still and used, and 

mash and other substances, capable of being used, in the manufacture of Ardent Spirits, are unlawfully 

in the possession of, and unlawfully used by one __ ~ -~ ---------------
<G ive name: if na m e u nknown. say. ''Whose name is to t he informa ti on unknown") 

in a certaiL~ --- ~~~/; 

(c) Ardent Spirits are being unlawfully kept, held, stored, concealed, used, sold, and unlawfully trans-

-
ported in certain baggage or a certain vehicle, to-wit: a certain __ __ ____ ___ _____ _______ _____ ___ _ 

(Here describ e vehicle, aut o, wagon, c arriage, buggy, boat, bagga11e or what not) 

by one ___ __ __ ______ _______ __ __ ______ ___ _ --------- -------- ------------- - - ------ - ---
<Here g ive name, or describe as in (a ) above) 

And there being reasonable cause for such belief: 

THESE ARE, THEREFORE, IN THE NAME OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, to com­

mand! you, witlh all necessary and proper speed and a ssistance, to search the house, place, baggage, boat or 

. . ' 
vehicle herein designated, either in day or night, and seize such ardent spirits and, their containers and 

other things apparently possessed or used in violation of law, and bring the same and the person or per­

sons, in whose possessidn they are found, and also any person resisting, impeding, obstl'fucting, or 'in any 

manner hindering or delaying you in the execution of this warrant b!clfore me, or some other officer having 

jurisdiction of the case. to be disposed of and dealt with according to law; and make return of this warrant 

showing all acts and things done thereunder, with ~ particular statement and sufficient description of the 

things seized and the name of the pen;on in whose possession found, if any, and if not found in the posses­

sion of any one, so state in your return, and post a true copy of this warrant and the return thereof, as re­

quired by law. 

Given under my hand and seal 



r 

DIRECTIONS 

I, If only Ardent Spir its and contain ers be seized, 
the Magistrate shall fix a time not less than IO 

nor more than 30 d ays from the date of return, for 
the hearing of said return. If n o claimant appear, 
the Ardent Sp ir its and articles are to be forfeited 
to CommonweaLth. Any p erson cla iming any of 
sam e must fil e a written claim s tating par ticularly 
the char acter and ex ten t of his i n t eres t t herein, 
whereupon the Magist ra te sh all cer ti fy ithe war­
rant, w~itten claim and articles claim ed, t o the 
Circuit or Corporation Cou r t, as t he case may be, 
for d etermina tion, and declare t he unclaimed ar­
ticles forfeited. 

2 . If still, still c ap, worm, tubs, heater, f ermen ters, 
or any appliance connected with a stili and used , 
or m ash or other subs tance capable of being used, 
in the m anufacture of Ard ent Spi r i ts, be seized, 
the mash (aft er taking a sam ple) shall be d e­
s t royed, and the facts and articl «!\5 seized reported 
to the P rohibition Commissioner and Common­
wealth's Attorney. (A copy of this wa r ran t and 
proper return will be a su ff iciepit notice and r e­
port.) Ardent Spirits and contai ners dispo'sed of 
as in No. I aboYe. 

3. If Ardent Spirits are being transported in an a u­
tomobile, boa t , wagon , buggy, .or other vehicle, the 
Ardent Spirits and containers shall b e preserved 
and the vehicle shall b e delivered ,to the Sergeant 
of the City, the facts ·reported to the Prohibition 
Commissioner and Commonwealth's Attorney and 
Ardent Spirits and containers disposed of as pro­
vided in No. 1 above. (A copy of this warrant and 
proper return will be a sufficen.t report.) 

4. A cop:: of this warrant and the return thereon 
must be posted at the front door of the house, or 
on the door of the room, or on the premises at 
the place ,the Ardent Spirits may be found. 

See Sections 21 1-2, 22, 23, 23 1-2, 57 and 57 1-2 . 
Acts of Assembly, 1918, Page 578. 

WARRANT TO SEARCH FOR ARDENT 
SPIRITS, ETC. 

Commo,nwealth of Virginia 

....... ~gtdJ~ -::1~ .......... . 
E xecu ted t he within warran t this .. . / .. ' ~ ... . .. d ay 

of . . . ~~ 1924., l>y searching the 

wit en stated¾~.~~:..~.-:-./_/-!._~.~,:<!_~ 
(Her e state house, ~::~·;;,:::·""""'.--:·7.'•:': 

and by seizing the foll owing described. Ardent Spirits 
a nd other things therein found (and arresting t he 
abO\·e named person found in possession thereof ) and 
by pos ting a true copy of this warrant and the r eturn 

hereo n on the ................................................... , ...................... . 
(Here say . place, house, room, boat, 

a uto or baggage, or as case may be) 

as front door of house, door of room or premises) 

Descripti;f of Ardent Spirits and other things 

seized J.d~f...a.b.~ .. ~ ....... .. . 
2.~~-~ .. ~ ... ~ ..... ..... . 
·z~~~ 
1115!1f~ .. -._ ..... -

·················-······················-······-·····-----··························· 

·-······ ··· ············· ·········· ······················ ··········1·u4 ······ · ·· ········· ······ · F~-~::;;.~;.t·· -~ ··· - ~-day of 

-~~------

The following named officers and persons assis ted 
me in the execution of this warrant: 

Other than above stated the following are wi't­
nesses: 

T his matter set for h earing on the .. . . . ... .. d ay 
of .. . . .... .. : . . . . ... , 192 ••.• 

N o claim of ownership or interest in any of the 
said t hings seized having been filed herei n in com­
pliance with the l aw, the same ar e hereby adjudge<:! 
and declared confisca ted and forfei ted to the Com ­
monweal th•. 

Given u nder my hand this ......... , ..... ... day 
of . .......... . , , , , , , , , , l!ill.,. ,. , 

Tit le of Magistrate. 

W r i t ten cl aim of ownership or interest having b een 
fil ed to certain of the said things herein seized. this 
warrant, the said claim and the things in the claim 
particularly described, are hereby certified to the 
•...... . ........ . . Court of this . . ____________ for d e-
termination' and the said things unclaimed are hereby 
adjudged and declared co,nfi,sca ted and forfeited to 
the Commonwealth. 

Given under my hand this ..... , __ ,·---- · . . . day of 

•.. . •.•. . .•. • •• • • • - - , 192 _ _ •• 

Title of Mairistrate. 

NOTE.-Unless warrant issued for Ardent Spirits 
being transported in vehicle, boat or baggage, it is to 
be returned to the jurisdiction from which issued. If 
issued for Ardent Spirits so transported, it can l!>e 
executed in any! part of the State, and r eturned to 
any justice in any county or city throug h which 
they were carried. 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

Y ou, cu ·e h ereby con1,nutniled to sum,1non .... 

.... C!, ..... '4/ ........ & .~ , 

-1:z; ·~ 
to appear before the Ju,clte of the Girciiit Gou,rt of Rockingham County, at the Goiirt 

Hoiise thereof , atl0o'cloclc, a . m ., on the ... / .y ... ...... ...cla,y of .~ .. ~ .. 19 .. ?.-.,r-
to testify and the triith to say in behalf of the Gomnwnwealth ngainst. 

········_g~.;(~. 
who sta nils ch ru·gecl with anrl indicted for a f elony rntbsr};em;en'rt;qr . · 

.11.nd this .. ... ~ .. . . sha,ll not omit under t h e pennlty of£ 100. 
a nd there this Writ. / 

.11.nd lwve then 

lVitness, J . Ji'. BL.II. CKB UR.JV', Clerk of oiir saicl Gou,rt, at the Cou,rt Hoiise, the 

cf..~ clay of ~~r •• •• , l ffafJ:../' and in t h e 14 .... Gh year of the Commonwealth. 

~ .. ~ -z...-.~c;.,,-:,, r:...e~~~?'.".71:-'.'.' ... ..... . , Clerk. 

News.Record, Harrisonbu rg. Va. 



J 



In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are h ereby c01nnianilecl to su1nnion ... 

to rtppenr before the JuclJfe of the Circuit Court of RockinJfham County, at the Court 
I g- bi/ ✓~ 4-House thereof, at 10 o'clock, a. m ., on the.. .. . . .. .......... day of. ~ . . . .. ,. ... . 1 9 .~.'/' 

to testify and the truth to say in beha,lf of the C01nmonwealth bef ore the Grnnd Jury 

.,1 nd hnve then 

Witness, J. F. B L.il. CKB URN, Clerk of our saicl Court, at the Coitrt House, the 

/,1}_. clny of~ .~ ~. . . , 1 9.::Z f, and in the 1,4.~h yenr of the C01nmonwealth. W• ,C~~ , <Jlerk. 

News- Record . Harrisonburg, Vc1. 
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