
ROCKINGHA ... COIDr.::'Y ,/-----------

NAME OF CLAIMANT 

#1 - ,lensley , Victoria 

Number of Acres: 28 

Location: Nea.r !.t...ple Springs School . 

Roads: Seven miles f,ir dirt ro~d to ~1kton . 

Soil: S dy cl ,y, f'::.,i r cL rrth :....nd .rertili ty, sor1evrhat rocky in 

vrooded :,ortion, steer, to I"'.odert te slopes, soutlnrnet e:x:f)oFure. 

History of Tract and condition of timber: :..:_,.ree portio of t:·aet cle red n:.,;.,ny ye ..... rs 

&e,o, t;-<;ruz~d JL cult i vc. ted si nee . ,rooded area cut over 

repe tedly i: pRst . 2re$1nt ·tand consists o= Tiixed o~ks ~nd 

sor.i.a ~Joplar nnd h-t'tlocKs -ilOll(; tl~c stret.,n . rnrc.-ct is ,stiruat­

eu to cut 1 ~-· bd. ft. pc:r u.cre . {?~ e co .) 28:. bC.:. ft. 

(: oc}:i:1[_)1-..m County ~ 

Improvements: 1;one . 

Acreage and value of types: 

Types 

Ridge: 

Acreage 

Slope: "?,7 

Cove: 

Grazing Land: 

Fields Restocking: 

Cultivated Land: 

Orchard: 

Minerals: 

Value of Land: $ ::G. OC 

Value of Improvements: $ 

Value of Orchard: $ 

Value of Minerals: $ 

Value of Fruit: $ 

Value of Timber: $ 

Value of Wood: $ 

1 

Value per acre for tract: $ .s . 07 

V aloe per acre 

.,.,;3 . 00 

Incidental damages arising from the taking of this tract: 

Total Value 

81 . 0') 

J . 00 

·~86 . co 
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ntavte\a Shenandoah Iron orb 

' .COun\71 s.OOk1ngham 
Dtatriot, tonewall 

1 (Rockingham County) 
f 64.l 1:rw eoun,zJ Hengltz• re,' v1oiorlA 

eed 1;0 A• 
v11ue 01almed1 " 22~.oo 
Logatip91 ear Maple Sprtn • echool. 

lnownbr noes, gounter cla.1,ne or 1an•t llone knomh 

.• 0111 dy elo.y, t s.ir depth nd t'ertility• no. what rocky 1n wooded ortion• stee to ffl04~~t• alopea, o uthweBt a.xpo ure. 

oad•! 

His~oq ot 

,>ev-en miles t ir dirt road to •lkton 

traat &;l14 condttton of' ~1l'!lbfEI Laree poi-t1on ot vaot clearect many yea.ff a.go• raail s.na ouIIlftted aSnce. iioo4e4 area cut over repeat­
edly 1n pet. :Present stand conaiate or mi'xe4 oak• and so• opla.r 
a.nd he ocks along the tieam. trt\ot io est ted to out l 1K bd. rt. 
per nci~e v l ed t .10 per 11 (177 bd. tt.) (Page CoW'lty) 371.70 
28 V bd• tt. vnlued at 2 10 (lockinghnm County)•. ,8.80 

_.....,...,.."""""""n..,....s,.... ( County) . 
;"leli\efu 16x21•, log 'nd frrwe, poroh 8x21•, 6 r oma, brick tlue Pair cond1t1on, ooCUli d by tenant, s rin ter eup 1.y. - 400.&o Ba.mt Lo, 24x4;x12•, ahinnled root, tn1r condition. - 250 oo Grnnn i~~-. lOxl4XlO'• me l roof, good condition. - - &o.oo p,o ous11 Log, 10x14x8•, h1nt;led roo.f, poor condition. 10.00 !!!D ~ouae1 , 10x10x8•, · te.1 root1 good condition. 3 .oo 

ii,_oin~'~tjejf o,ld no;usti 16Jt18x12•. oh; ngle4 r oof, poor eondit on. ,o.oo 
22 n~pl trees orty year old 1n t !r 

6 .oo er ere(~ acre). - • -

1i1 
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"M~ 
Vi lue or land•. - • 
Vi lue- ot imnrov nta 
Value ot timber ••• 
Value ot tract • - • 
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LAW OFFICES 

GEO. S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG. VA. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY,VIRGINIA. 

The state Commission on 
Conservation and Development 
of the State of Virginia 

vs. 

Cassandra L.awson Atkins and others 
and 52,501 acres of l.and 
in Rockingham c0unty. 

TO THE HON. H.W.BERTR.Al[,JUDGE OF 

[iled in the Clerk's Office 
Rockingham County, Va. 

SEr j-f 1932 

~ IDCOURT. Clerk 

The motion of John A. Hensley and of Layton w.Hensley, 

the latter objecting on behalf of himself and the other heirs 

at law of ~t$£«M, ~ V, Hensley, praying said Court to dis­

approve and to decline to accept the finding of the Board of 

Appraisal Commissioners, heretofore appointed by said Court in th 

above matter, wherein said Board reported, under No. 56 of its 

findings, as filed in the Clerk's Office of said Court, that the 

movants are only entitled to 89 acres of land when they sh~uld 

have found that the movants are entitled to at least 100 acres of 

land, and wherein the said Appraisal Board valued said land at 

only, $12.42 per acre wh~ it should have been valued at $25.00 

per acre. 

The grounds of said motion are as follows: 

(1) That the price per acre allowed for said lands is mani-

festly inadequate and confiscatory, because said lands are worth 

at least $25.00 per acre, as is shown by the affidavits attached 

hereto. 

(2) That the finding of said Board was based upon a mistake 

of law as to the nature and effect of the evidence produced 

before said Board by the above named :parties. 

(3) That the finding of said Board is, apparently, from the 
statements contained in its report, based upon the physical char-

acter of the land alone, without taking into consideration, or 

at least without giving any effect in its final decision to, the 

IC, 



L~W OFFICES 

GEO. S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG . VA . 

--2--.. 

income-producing capacity of the land or to the fact that all 

such grazing lands on the Blue Ridge Mountains are being taken 

under these condemnation proceedings, and that like grazing lands 

cannot be purchased for any such amount as allowed to the said 

movants, all of which will more readily appear from the affidavits 

attached hereto. 

(4) That the said Appraisal Board did not take into consid-

eration, in making its allowance for compensation for the taking 

of said lands, the value of the minerals, especially the gold, 

found to be upon said lands from an assay made by the Treasury 

Department of a sample of the earth sent them, the report of the 

assay being presented to the .AI>praisal Board at their hearing, 

which report is now with the papers in this cause. Said report 

and the affidavits attached hereto are asked to be read in support 

of the above exceptions. 

These grazing lands are needed by movants in connection 

with their farming operations, and the state Commission on Con-

servation and Development is 

the Park area. 

exclude same from 



LAW OFFICES 

GEO. S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG . VA. 

. ~-- -.. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY,VIBGINIA. 

The State Commission on 
Conservation and Development 
of the state of Virginia 

vs. 

Cassandra Lawson Atkins and others 
and 52,501 acres of land 
in Rockingham County. 

The affidavit of John A. Hensley, to be read in conneotio~ 

with the motion filed by him a.nd Layton W.Hensley to have t he fina­

ing of the Board of Appraisal Commissioners disapproved in con­

nection with its finding No. 56. 

State of Virginia, 

City of Harrisonburg, to-wit: 

This day John A. Hensley personally appeared before me, 

F.Flavia Converse, a Notary Public in and for the City aforesaid, 

in the state of Virginia, in my City aforesaid, and, being duly 

sworn, deposes and says: 

I am the owner, along with Layton w. Hensley and the othe:i: 

heirs at law of ~'-rx-~ ,. 9 /. Hensley, of a tract of land 

situate about five miles east of Elkton, on the western side of 

the Blue Ridge :Mountains, in the contemplated Park area, which thE 

A_Ppraisal Board has reported as only 89 acres of land, while, as 

a matter of fact, there is at least 100 acres, and probably more, 

within the area. The said Appraisal Board only allowed t he sum 

of $12.42 per acre as the average price for said 89 acres, while, 

as a matter of fact, said land is worth at least $25.00 per acre. 

This tract of land will graze at least 40 head of cattle for six 

months each and every year, which, at $1.00 per head per month, 

would make a total income of ~240.00 per year, or the interest on 

$4,000.00. Affiant is only asking the sum of $2,500.00, because 

that is the price that he has been offered on several occasions 

for the property, and what he believes he could get to-day. 

~ -- -_. - ·- ~~--------- - - --
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LAW OFFICES 

~EO.S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG. VA. 

affiant is the owner of a farm situate in Rockingham 

County, Virginia, and must have for use in connection therewith 

grazing lands where stock can be kept during the summer so that 

he will have stock to consume the roughness on his farm during 

the winter. If this grazing land is taken under this condemnatioI 

proceeding, and all like grazi~"fan~Afs't .(a~~Ao.;;'"·~~~tem­

plated in these proceedings, then it will be impossible for your 

affiant to replace said grazing land at the price allowed by the 

Appraisal Board, or even at the price affiant is now asking. 

Several years ago, your affiant, together with certain 

other i:arties, sent to the assaying office of the Treasury De­

partment a sample of certain minerals taken from the lands which 

are now being considered, and th1assay1ng office sent a report 

showing that the sample sent them contained gold. This report waE 

submitted, along with the other evidence, to the Appraisal Board, 

but the Board has not allowed any compensation therefor. It was 

explained to the Board at the time of the presentation of' the 

evidence before them that this sample was taken largely from the 

surface of the land, without making any special effort at pros­

pecting, and your affiant has reason to believe that gold ex­

ists on said land in a quantity that would justify commercial 

development. 

Your affiant asks that this land be exoluded from the Parl 

area in order that the same may be retained by him. 

~a, 
subscribed and swor~ to 

:J. q 7':t., 
before me this 02th day of September, 

1932. 

(i:~~ 
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LAW OFFICES 

GEO.S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG . VA . 

- ... _ ·--- _,...., -· --- -- _;.._ 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VIRGIIHA. 

The State Commission on 
Conservation and Develo:pment 
of the State of Virginia 

vs. 

Cassandra Lawson Atkins and others 
and 52,501 acres of land 
in Rockingham County. 

The affidavit of ~ p( -~~. 
in connection with the motion filed by John .Hensley 

to be read 

and Layton 

w.Hensley to have the finding of the Board of Appraisal Com­

missioners disapproved in connection with its finding No. 56. 

State of Virginia, 

City of Harrisonburg, to-wit: 

This day ¥,_,_ .6!(. ~- ~ personally appeared 

before me, F. Flavia Converse, a NotaryPu.'61.ic in and for the 

City aforesaid, in the sta te of Virginia, in my City aforesaid, 

and, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

I am well aa quainted with the mountain grazing farm owned 

by the said John A. Hensley and others, situate about five miles 

east of Elkton, on the western slope of the Blue Ridge Mountains, 

in the Park area. I have been upon the land a number of times, 

and have seen the cattle thereon and the condition of the same 

when they were taken therefrom. I am of the opinion that at 

least 40 head of cattle can be advantageously grazed upon said lard 

during six months of each and every year of average rainfall. 

Pasture on the average is a t least worth $1.00 :per head, vb.ioh 

would make an income of ~240.00 per year to be received from said 

land, to say nothing of the locust posts that can be obtained 

therefrom, either for use on the other lands of the owners or for 

sale. I consider the average price of $12.42 per acre al1owed 

by the A]?praisal Board to be absolutely an inadequate price for 

--- ·-~-- ~-- .. r .. -r 
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LAW OFFICES 

GEO. S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG , VA . 

said land, and belive that said land is worth at least $25.00 per 

acre. That if all of the grazing lands upon the Blue Ridge 

Mountains are taken, as is contemplated by these condemnation 

proceedings, I do not believe that such grazing lands can be re­

placed for ~25.00 per acre, and certainly not for the sum allowed 

by said Appraisal Board. I would consider the price of $12.42 

per acre for said land as entirely too cheap for the same, and not 

in any sense the fair market value of said land under any normal 

condition. 

Subscribed and sworn to before 

me this a qt( day of September, 

1932. 



LAW OFFICES 

GEO. S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG . VA. 
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In tile Circuit Court of ?..ockingham County , Virginia 

'.& .... .:iTAT.J oo ..... _LJ;310 )..;.,, 0.1!' U(L.3..:..::-V~;..i:ION 
.aJD :..;;v .... 1.Dl?i.i.:.lfi' 0 :v' V L1 GIL I 

v. At Law Number 1 

Petitioner 

JJefendants 

On this --+z ____ .day 1934, caine VICTORIA lll:lJ.DO',;s 

.. 

H.:.:1'iSLl! , and on her motion leave is given her to file her ap_JliC cion for 

disbursement of the sum of .... I ~TY-31A DO.i.,LAFi.J (',f86 . 00) the amount of the 

award set out i n the judf'_'.lnent of condemnation for tract lfu.rnber 1 and hereto­

fore paid into court. 

And it appearin 0 ·., o tl:e court that VW'2u:, .... L:.....DCJ,,ti h .... i.~.:3.r....t is in-

vested v;i th a superior or better ri gh t o-· claim oi' title in and to s a id 

tract of land lfu.t.1ber 1 than ariy other person or persons , and that the r e­

cords of this cause do not disclose any denial or dis?ute, by any party or 

or person in interest as to the title to said tract Kumber 1 or to the pro­

ceeds arisin "' from the c anda'l1nation of said tract Humber l; 

nd it further appearinG to the court that all taxes due on said 

tract Humber 1 have be n paid. 

Upon consideration wherdof , it is considered and ordered by the 

court that the s .id sum of ~IiliTY-JlA .OOLL~...Rs (.,.;86 . 00) paid into court by 

petitioner as just compensation for tract Number 1 be disbursed to VI ''.lX)Ria 

~e Clerk of the Court is directed to transmit a certified copy 

of this.A to the '.creasurer of Vir inia who shall disburse said sum of ..:! ICli'.t{­

.31.. .. :oo.:..L.-ui.-3 (.,,.86.00) by paying the same to ,i . ,1 . ',iharton, attorney, takinp a 

receipt of the amount 9aid and certify such paym~nt to the Ulerk of this 

court for ap..9ropriate entry thereof as required 
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Virginia : In the Circuit Court of Rockingham County 

THE STATE COMMI3SION8R ON CONS3RV.ATION 
AND DBV:.i:LOPME:NT of the STAT~ OF VIRGINIA 

V. At Law Number 1 

CASSANDRA LAWSON ATKINS and others , 
and FIFTY- 'l\JO THOUSAND, FIVE HUIIDRBD AJ:Jl) 
SIXTY- ONE ( 52,561} acres of land, more 

Petitioner 

or less. Defendants 

To ' The Honorable H. \1 . Bertram, Judge of said Cou~t 

Your petitioner , VIO:l.'ORIA .MhlAOOWS E.ENS.lliY , Represents 

That a judgment in rem has here tofore been entered in this proceeding 

condemning to the use of the petitioner the fee simple estate in a tract 

of Ja nd formerly the property of your petitioner, situated in the Blue Ridge 

Mountain in Stonewall District, Rockingpam County, Virginia, said tract is 

described in the report of the Board of Appraisal Commissioners appointed here­

in, and sh(JWn, numbered, and delineated on the county ownership map filed here­

with as tract Number l' at the price of EIGH'l'Y- SIX DOLLARS ( $86. 00 }. 

Your petitioner further shows to the Court tbat said tract of land is 

a part of a lar ger tract of land situated in Page County, Virginia, and that 

all truces against said property to and including the year 1933, against said 

property have been paid in Page County, and certificates to that effect from 

the Treasurer of Page County, and Clerk of the Circuit Uourt of Page County, 

to that effect are filed herswi th marked "Exhibit Certificate No . l" and ~~Ex­

hibit Certificate Number 2° also ''Exhibit Number 3'' a certif'icate from CHARLH:S 

E. ~ST.lil' , Commissioner of Revenue of Rockingham County to the effect that said 
LAND 

tract of~ has not been access~d for taxes in Rockingham County Virginia, all 

of said exhibits are prayed to be read as a part hereof. 

Your peti ti oner further shoVJs to the Court that there a.re no liens on 

this property of any character. 

That no other person or persons than your petitioner is entitled to share 



-- ---=--- - - ------------ ----------------

-z-

in the distribution of said muard; 

Wherefore your petitioner prays that she may be made a party herein 

and be allowed to file her petition in these prooeedinps; that an order may be 

entered in this proceeding for the distribution of said award, and that your 

petitioner may have such other and further relief as the nature of its case 

may require, and will ever pray, eto. 

OOUWfY OF ROCKINW , To-wit: 

This day VIu'roRIA ~o •• s H~ ti..:!LY t 

Public in and for the Oounty and State aforesaid, 

being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

the above entitled 

aforesaid, and 

I am the petitioner in the above entitled matter. I am acquaint ed ~ith 

the contents of the above petition, and do hereby state that the matters of 

fact therein set forth are true, to the best of my knowledpe and belief. 

r--

l#~f 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this /t? ~ay of February, 1934. 
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4lu:k/ ?Jo I,, 

To Vhom It May Concern: 

I hereby certify that the records of my office shc,:1 that 

Victoria MeadOVls Hens~ey has paid the taxes for the year 1932 and :w~~ § = acres ofland situated in 
,~-="-------"-.::.....1~"'--.s;;;::.£..=:....·-~"'-..:.:;........,'a/~ • .,Dis trict of Page County, Vir-

ginia. lso, she has paid the taxes for the year 1932 and 1933 on 

28 acres of an adjoining tract situated in Btonewall District, 

Rockingham County, Virginia. ;:laid taxes on said 28 acres have been 

assessed by Page County and paid in said County. All taxes prior 

to that time if any be unpaid are matter of record in the Clerk's 

office of said County. :7--a.A:-+- 'JzO 'J.j.. ~-
Given under rey b.and this __ ;_7 ___ day of February, 1934. 

/t>] 



,, t;~ 110 t ,, 

"fhis is to certify that there are //: .... delinquent taxes of 

record in my office to the amount of $ .. J.f.lY..1.;,:.............. against the 

tract of land owned by --~~_V'~ -~ - -
··············································-····················-········································································-··-- ................. ............................. which is 

designated as Tract No G..f..?.. ........ ; Tract No ...... = ........ ; Tract No .... ==: .... -
on the County Ownership Map filed in my Office in the action 
at Law pending in the name and style of the Commission on 
Conservation &c., vs Ada Abbott, and others.~~ /.SOC<. . 

Given under my hand this Jl day of . ..J~--- _____ , 193 L/ 
....-. AV":i~T./_ • • ··~···········-·············Clerk 

Circui ourt, Page County, Virginia 

By_·······························-·············· _££_-::;..; ................................ --.. Deputy 
Clerk 



To ';/horn It 1ay Gonce rn: 

I certify that the records of my office show that no taxes have 

been assessed against a tract of land of ~i/ENTY-EIGHT (28) acres in Stone-

wall District, ockinpham County, Virginia, lmown as tract Number One1 ~ _,L 
?-4'u~ ~ad~;~. -f 

Given under my hand ~is ,:J--:J--,,,J day of February, 1934. 

~qn~oci&e-~ 
County, Virginia. 

( 



JOHN M. PURCELL 
TREASURER OF VIRGINIA 

Qlnmwnuwtalt4 of llirgiuta 
TREASURER'S OFFICE 

RICHMOND, VA. 

March 16, 1934. 

This is to certify that I, J.M. Purcell, Treasurer 

of Virginia have this l6thd.ay of March in accordance 

with an order of the circuit court of __ R~o=ck=l=n=g=ham=~---

dated 3/9/34 in the cause of the State Commission 

on Conservation and Development of the State of Virginia 

vs. Cassandra Lawson Atkins et als =~-------------

paid to W. W. Wharton, Attorne 

$ 86.00 being in full settlement of tract #_J_ 

in the above mentioned cause. 



JOHN M. PURCELL 
TREASURER OF VIRGINIA 

Qtnmmnuwraltlt of ]ttrgiuta 
TREASURER'S OFFICE 

RICHMOND, VA. 

March 16, 1934 • 

• 

w. w. Whcrton, Attorney, 

Received of J.M. Purcell, Treasurer of 

Virginia, the sum of$ 86.00 , in accordance 

with an order of the Circuit Court of the county 

of_~B~o~c~k~i-n~g~h~a=m--__ _ entered on the 9th day 

of March 193___4___, in the matter of the State 

Commission on Conservation and Development v __ _ 

~G~a_._s-s-a~n~d~r~a~I-1a-w~s~o~n~A~t-k_i_n_s~ ____ and others, being 

full and complete settlement for the tract of land 

known in said proceeding as # __ l_. ___ _ 

Sign original and duplicate 
and return to the Treasurer 
of Virginia. 

5 
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