
Number of Acres: 202 

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY 

NAME OF CLAIMANT 

#186--Davis, H. c.-Carrie James 

Location: Near Swift Run Gap. 

Roads: 1/2 mile fair dirt road to Spotswood Trail in Swift Run Gap; 
thence seven miles to Elkton . 

Soil: Sandy clay, deep and fertile over most of tract . Rocky in 
wooded portions; gentle to steep slopes; northwest and south­
west exposure. 

History of Tract and condition of timber: Most of tract cleared many years ago, 
grazed and cultivated since. One field Fe., exceedingly rocky. 
Wooded portion cut over repeatedly in past . Mixed oaks, etc~~ 

Improvements: ( 
See reverse side for improvement information) 

Acreage and value of types : 

Types Acreage 

Ridge: 

Slope: 14 

Cove: 

Grazing Land: 172 

Fields Restocking: 

Cultivated Land: 13 

Orchard: 3 

202 
Minerals: 

ValueofLand: $ 7687.00 

Value of Improvements: $ 550. 00 

Value of Orchard : $ 

Value of Minerals : $ 

Value of Fruit: $ 

Value of Timber: $ 

Value of Wood: $ 

Value per acre for tract: $ 40. 7? 

Value per acre 

$10 . 00 

@ 41 . 00 

@ 35 . 00 

@ 80 . 00 

Incidental damages arising from the taking of this tract: $ NONE. 

Total Value 

$140 .00 

7052.00 

2b5 . 00 

240 . 00 
~?687 .00 

550.00 
$8237.00 



IMPROVEMENTS: Log dwelling: l6x24', 3 rooms, porch ?xl6', metal roof, brick 
flues, l½ story, log walls, fair condition, water supply is spring, 
solid foundation. 
Frame barn: (new) l6x28xl2', metal roof, poor condition. 
Frame hen house: 10xl4x8', shingle roof, poor condition. 
Old log house: 2lx24xl2' , shingle roof, poor. condition. 
Log feed shed : 12xl4x8', shingle roof , poor condition. 

Gounty: iiockin ·hom 
District : qtonewPll 

(J 106 H. c. Davis & Carrie Jru es 

Acr a~e Claimed: Assessed 202 Deed 202 1919 

'--' 
Velt1e Claimed: / J-: e, o fJ ft $ 2600.00 " 12,600 

Location: !!ear 3\Yif't Run Gap . 

InclJI(,brances , counter claims, or lorys: None known 

§2.g_:.. . Sandy clay, deep ,rnd fertile over moat ot tract . Hooky in wooded portions 
Gentle to steep slopes. ?I. W. & s. "· ~osure. 

Roods : 1/2 rcnle fair dirt road to ~notswoud 7ra11 in r, itt Run Gtp. ihen 7 miles 
to 'lkton . 

History of tract nnd condition or t ;mber: .~ost ot tract cle rod Mtrny yenrs ago 
Grazed nd cult •rated ~ince. Ono fidd .c. eAceedlnv ... y roc--.y. ooded 
portion out over rene tedly in past. lixed o lta, etc. at i riated to cut 
an avernge of 6 cd:l. r •el , ood er acre, value< 1 t 50/ 
84 eds. 50¢ 42.00 

In:nrovemen ts: Lo{ <"!welling 16 x 24, :3 :roons, po ch 7 x 16, t,eta.l r oot\ brick 
:fl ·1e. , 11:- ~tory. lo walls, f ir condition, wt ter a pply ts 
spring, ,o_id fo nu tion ~50.00 

1"5.00 ·r .ne rn (new) 10 x 28 x l ~, r::otnl foot, 100::- cond. 
'r r.Je hen houi~e, 10 x 14 x 8, shinPle root, poor cond. 

Log old ho•1s-, 2 x ~4 x l~, shin le roof, poor ccmd • 
....,og :f'eod s ed 12 x 14 x 8, nhin.,le roof, poor co11d. 

60.00 per acre 

fote: !n o1vio1on of e tate pon c e th o~ - avis in ov . 
1930 th.i.s plnce was E1ppraia c1 i>y co 1r 1s8ioners <1JP10 1 ~ted 
by Co rt 10, Q,')Q . 00 Comm' s . ? on i . D. !,o 11?.Ltty 

nooten 
J\r; cnt:r-o 1t 

~mentrout that this price ,lcnty hi •h. 

Val 1e of land by ty:pe: Value 
~e~ ocre 

3. 0 

'l'otal 
VAlUe 'J'vne 

Slope 
Grrzing 
'l Ulable 

1ctal value of lnnd 

f\crca5e 
14 

168 
13 

1~5 

'ot l value of improvements 
Total value ot timber 
Totnl value of tract 
Average vnlue per acre 

... 0.00 
15.00 

69b7. 00 
580 .00 

48.00 
7579.00 

38.,37 

X 42.00 
6720.00 

l9b.OO 
u9b7.oo 

lb .00 
25.00 
10.00 

4~0 .00 
150.00 

-bo0-:00 



I 

Claim of __ ~-~d~-<.~_e_ __ ~--------------------
In the Circuit Court of_6_~~--County, Virginia, N o._Lf:~, At Law. 

::e:,ta::_c~~~ ~of J/~ni~~ 

~;~~i~::~iQ:~;~d:o~~Ci~~~j!Ii~~~~:~~:::::~~i::~-~~~ 
velopment of the State of Virginia, and in response to the notice of condemnation awarded 
upon the filin~_,ta~,~o: ~~d published in accordance with the order of the Circuit 
Court of A~~~- County, Virginia, asks leave of the Court to file this 

as h:ya:::; ::_~z~~ce. _____ · --~~-: _____________ _ 
~:ia~~s: ~:~:, :~t~:,e::t~:~-~~-interes inA~ -t:fc{~~ ;:~-~f -1~~-:~t~i~-~~~-~~~~-s-o~ght 

to be condemned, containing about_ ___ /4_~.b_ _____ acres, on which there are the following 
buildings and improvements: ______________________________________ _____________________ _ 

------------------------------------------------- ~ /I 7 / -------------------
This !3;9d is located about_ __ ..b-______ miles from_~--------Virginia, in 

the~~-Magisterial District of said County. 

I claim the following right, title, estate or interest in the tract or parcel of land de­
scribed above : (In this space claimant should say whether he is sole owner or joint owner, 
and if joint owner give names of the joint owners. If claimant is not sole or joint owner, 
he should set out exactly what right, title, · estate or interest he has in or to the tract or 

2cel _1:'~-=-~~Af"/4~£~--~-d~~ 
he l~~~~~~=.~~~~!t,~!::;a::1-of-~!-:1~~~~:= 

North _____________________________________________________________________________ _ 

South _____________________________________________________________________________ _ 

East ______________________________________________________________________________ _ 

on is $----------------· I claim that the total value of my right, title, estate or interest, 

in and to this tract or parcel of land with the improvements thereon is $----------------· 
I am the owner of_ _______________ acres of land adjoining the above described tract or 

parcel of land but lying outside the Park are a, which I claim will be damaged by the pro-

posed condemnation of lands within the Park area, to the extent of $------------------· 
(In the space below should be set out any additional statements or information as to 

this claim which claimant desires to make; and if practicable he should also insert here a dese~~::~~~~and by m:~~:~ b~~~-~~- ~-

~~~~-~~~~-~ _e~ .· -- ______________ L-L~---- ---~~~-

-~ - ,/- ----------------------------------------------------------------
,, ------------------------------- ------------- (Continue remarks if necessary on the back). 

oL;:;;~~:;t (~r my name and ~~i.:~;~¾ 
STATE OF VI_RGINIA, . 0 ~_;f'~-~t, . ' 

The undersigned hereoy certifies t ~~~-------·------ ___ -------- --------
the above named claimant personally appeared before him m oath that the matters 
and things ~;s¥mg in his ab~~r are true to the st o is knowledge and belief, 
this ______ /2 _________ day of_ __________ ____ --, 1931. I ~ /))1.,,,&' ~/ 74a] 

My Comm'1ssio., xp1 es ~:~·-~~~~-----~-----~-=---7-;-------~ 
Clerk of the Court, or Special Investigator or 
Notary Public, or Justke of the Peace. 



Filed in the Clerk's Office 
Rockingham County, Va. 

FE R, 1 C ·:- ·, u I _; ,.; , 

---------Clerk 



.., 

I 

TO TEE HO.dCP..ABLE H. W. BER~A.1, JUD'.iE OP THE CIRCUIT CCURT OF 

ROCK Il~GH .: COUNTY 

Tl. TE C 0 •. :. :rs 3I OH OF Co:· 3ERV AT ION 
r;D D3VELOPEI,1El:T 

vs. 

C.A?.RIE E. JA!.1E3, £.nd the hei.L·s at law 
of Henry C. Davi~, deceased, and 202 
ACRE3, !JORE OR LE .... .,, OP L HD IH ROCKihGHA:.I 
CC IDJT Y , V IRG IlH 4'o 

) 
) Petitioners 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) Defendants 
) 
) 

The petition of the Firzt lJntiona.l Bc.nk of Hinton, 

of Hinton, :·fest Virginia, respectfully represents: 

That there is now pending in your Honor 's 8ourt a 

/ 

·~ 
- l ::;,roceeding instituted by the dtate Commission of Conservation ~, 
~ , end Developement against Cassandre L~wson Atkins and others, and 

1il' 

~ Fifty-two Thousand Five Hundred and Sixty-one (52,561) acres, 

--:::: isore or less ,of land in Rockingham County, Virginir., 1hich has 

for its object the condemnation of certain lands lying in the 

Blue Ridge J:.;ountain, vrhich it desires to acquire for public 

park purposes; that amongst said pe.. i·cels of land there is e 

certain tract containing 202 acres, known Ls the "Gibbons r. ou.nt in 

]'arm'; which is located on the top of the Blue Ridge ::ounta.in, 

about five miles east of Elkton, in the Jtate of Virginia, and 
M:orris 

r..dj oining the Ja nds of Bet.slay, S1:..i.fflett, Baugher /e,nd others; 

that by an order entered .in s~id proceedings, commissioners Tiere 

is.p:!)Ointed to asce11 rein and fix tm value of said ·lands, £ nd pur-

suant to said order said commisaioners m~de e.ni filed in said 

proce .... dfogs their re:port in which they ascertained the ve. lue of 

said lands to be ~8,237.0O; that said lands were encumbered b;r a 

certain deed of trust theretofore e:~ecuted by Carrie E. Jo.mes E:nd 

t>aul L. Jarr.es end Henry C. Davis and ... :ebecca J. Davis, +o 3-eorge 

:.i. E:""I' e berger, Tru...,tee, and subsequently, on the i cay o:: 
~ ,._,, - v -de,. ~ : ., 932, ..;aid Harnesberger as '.'rustee sold s' id lands, a.t 

i 

' 

I 

I 

I 

I 

' 

I 

' 



II 
>' - .. ... .. 'i' 

v1hich sc.le your :petitioner became the pm· c}1C,ser thereof and is 

now the owner of said lc.nds in fee simple. Your petitioner 

desires that scid land be excluded from s~id ParA area soueht to 

be a cq_uir ed by the plD . .in tiff, but in the event it is not excluded 

your petitioner is willing to accept f.,s compnosation for sLid 

:_.- r .. ds the v::lue thereof as ascertained by said corn.missioners, 

to-wit: the sum of yS,237.00. 

, ' ! 1 ational Bark of 4ir •n , 
~ ... ~, 

n -
- ... . 

, -, 
I 

1 . 
' · ~ · 

I 

i 

i 

I 



THE ST..:'/.2E CQI;.llII3SJOl; CT: COlfSERVATION ) 
AUD DEVB'.OPI.:.ulJT OP THE 3 TA ~E OF VI 31 IN ll ) 

) 
) 

vs . ) 
) 
) 

C~~S3AliDRA Le". ~'}'-JON ./j_TKms , et als, and ) 
52 , 561 ACRES OP 1AI:D , I.:onE 03 LE33 ) 

J?eti t ion er 

No . 1829 

J.espondents 

On this /)day of December , 1933 , came the First Nation 

al Bank of Hinton , of Hinton , ·.:est Virginia, by Edwcrd C. Hartz , 

its Attorney, and on its motion leave is given said Bank to file 

its application for payment to it of the sum of $8 , 237.00 , ·the 

amount of the award set out in the judgment of condemnation for 

~ract No . 186 and heretofore paid into Court. 

~>ind it appearing to the Court that the said }first Hat ion 

al Bank of Hinton , of Hinton , .lest Virginia , is invested with a 

superior or better right or c Jami of tit le in and to the said 

t1•act of land Ho . 186 than an;y other person or persons and that 

the record in this proceeding does not disclose any denial or dis­

pute by any person or persons in interest as to the title to said 
/. 

tract No . 186, or to the :9roceeds arising from the condemnation 

thereof , and it further appearing to the Court that all taxes due 

on said tract no . 186 have been paid; 

Upon consideration whereof , the Court doth adjudge, order 

and decree tret said sum of ~;a , 237 . 00 pa id into Court by petition­

er as just compensation for tract No. 186 , be paid to said first 

Ba tional Bank of Hin ton , of Hint on , 1/est Virginia. • 

• nd. it is further ordered tr.at the Clerk of this Court 

be end he is hereby directed to transmit a certified copy of this 

order to the '.i.:reasm:er of Virginia, who shal 1 pay unto the li1 ir st 

Ha tional Bank of Hinton , of Hinton , 'Jest Virginia , the said sum of 

~8 237.00, being the amount of the award set out in seid judgment 

of condemnation for said tract no . 186 , t'.?.king from said First 

National Bank of Hinton a receipt therefor , and certifying such 



payment to this Court for appropriate entry thereof as 1•eq_uired 

by law. 

Bnter: 

Judge 



• .. 

TO 1,1.HCl.: IT 15.AY COE CERU : 

This is to certify tbat the taxes for the years 1932 and. 

1933 on the tract of land, containing 202 acres, cssessed in the 

name of Henry C. Davis and Cal'rie E. James, situated in 3tonewall 

District, rtockingham County, Virginia , bave been paid. 

Given under my hand this /.1._~ay of December , 1933. 

ounty, Va. 

I~ 1.:AY C OUERN: 

certify tbat the records in my offi 

show any 

situated 

acres of 

against the 

under my hand this 

STATE OF VI ID JNIA, 

COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, to-wit: 

land, 

in 3tonewell District , 

~ssessed a s containing 202 

a nd Carrie E. James. 

1933. 

I, J . Robert Switzer, Clerk of the Circuit Court of 
Rockingham County do hereby certify that the records in my 
office do not shav any delinquent taxes against the tract of 
202 acres of land in Stonewall District, assessed in the name 
of H. c. Davis and Carrie James , except for the tax year 1932, 
but which taxes by statement of M. H. Harrison, County 
Treasurer shown herewith, have been paid in the County Treas­
urer's office, since said tract was returned deli~quent to 
my off ice . 

Given under 

4SI 



THE ST.ATE COITISSION ON CONS:SRV.fl/i:ION 
DEVELOil:!EUT OF TEE STATE OF VIBGDHA 

vs. 

OAS Sj.I.\f DRA LAWS OH ATKINS , e t a ls \ and I 52,561 .ACRES CF LAUD , EORE OR _..... 3S 

• 

J..HD ) 
) Peti funer 
) 
) 
) lJo . 1829 
) 
) 
) Defendants 
) 

Comes now the undersigned and shows to the Cou:rt: 

That a judgment in rem has heretofore been entered in 

this proceeding condemning to the use of the pe ti ti oner the fee 

simple estate in the tract of land numbered Tract No . 186, and 

described in the report of the Boa.rd of Appraisal Commissioners 

appointed herein , and shown, numbered and delineated on the 

custo-I County Ownership it:ap filed therewith, upon payment into the 

dy of the Court the amount of the judgment as constituting the 

award therefor as follows: 

Award on Tract No. 186, $8 ,237.00. 

That the report of se.id Board sets forth tbat the follow­

ing named persons claim or appear to bav e a claim to an interest 

in said tre.ct of land, or the proceeds arising from the condemna­

tion thereof: 

Carrie E. James, Rebecca S . Davis , Cora Bear , rr. H. Davis , 

. C. Davis , Pauline Jenkins, 3.ebecca F. Turner, Dorthina E.]'oltz, 

Julia !.iaiden, H. J. Davis, Verone Davis, Bank of Elkton, Inc., 

John~. Harris, ~rustee for Paul L. James, George S.Harnesberger, 

Gua:rdian ad Litem for l'.iorris Davis and Leon Davis; Henry a.Davis' 

Estate; and devisees or heirs at law of Henr y C. D~vis,deceased. 

That said tract of land was formerly owned jointly by 

Carrie E . James and Henry C. Davis, who together with Paul L. 

James, the husband of Carrie E. James, and Rebecca s . Davis, the 

wife of Henry C. Davis, to-wit: on the 21st day of June, 1924, 

conveyed the same to Geor ges . Harnesberger , Trust ee, to secure a 

note due to the Bank of Elkton, Inc., in the sum of ~?3800 . 00 , 

payable six months after date , and which note zms executed by said 

I 

I 

I 

j 



• 

Carrie E . James and Henr y C. Davis . 

1hat subsequently, on the 12th day of December, 1925, 

henry C. Davis and Rebecca s. Davis , h is wife , conveyed to John 

1.r . Harris , Trustee, the undivided half interest of said Henry C. 

Davis in the aforesaid tract of land, in trust to secure Paul L. 

James a note executed by said Henry C. Devis and Rebecca s . Davis , 

in the sum of $3860.00. 

That subsequently Henry c. Davis departed this life intes­

tate, leaving surviving his widow , tlebecca s . Davis , and the 

following heirs at law: 

Cora Bear , W. H. Davis , A. C. Davis , Pauline Jenkins, 

Rebecca F. Turner , Dorthina ,e}_ Foltz, Julia Illa iden, H. J. Davis , 

Verone Dav is , Morr is D&v is and Leon Davis , the last two being in­

fants over fourteen years of age~ all of whom are parties defend­
ant in said proceedin~s. 

The undersigned further avers tbat on the 7th clay of 

1!1 ebruar y , 1931, Car1· ie E. James and Rebecca S . Devis , the wi dov, 

of Henry C. Dav is, and his adult heirs at law, filed their answer 

in the e.bove styled condemnation proceedings, from which itappears 

that at that time the said Carrie E. James was the owner in fee 
half 

simple of an undivided/interest in said tra ct of land and that the 

other undivided half interest therein was owned by the heirs at 

law of Henry C. Davis , decee.sed, subject to the dower rights of 

his widow, said Rebecca s. Davis . 

The undersigne d further represents that subsequently ss,id 

George S. Harnesberger , Trustee , upon the request of the Bank of 

Elkton , Inc. , the debt secured to it in said deed of trust being 

pas t due, offered said tract of land for sale at public auction, 

at which time the same ws,s knocked down to the undersigned , it 

being the highest bidder therefor, and a deed for said land , 

dated January 21st , 1933 , was made to the undersigned by said 

George 3. Harnesberger, Trustee . Said deed is duly of record in 

Deed Book 154 , at page 58 , of the Clerk 's Office of Rockingham 

County , Virginia . 



1--.. 

A copy of the deed of trust from Carrie E. James and 

husband, and Henry C. Davis and wife, and a copy of the deed 

from George .3. Harnes berger , ;irustee, to the undersigned , are 

filed herevith, marked "Exhibits Deeds NCB.l and 2" , and are praye 

to be read as a part hereof. 

~hat the petitioner has pa .id into the custody of the 
~8 , 237.00, the amount of money 
vourt/set out in said judgment e.s constituting the award for the 

fee simple estate in said tract of land . 

'rbat the undersigned on the date of said judgment in rem 

condemning the said tract of lan.d owned the fee simple interest 

there in and is entitled to the proceeds arising from the condemna 

tion thereof, to-wit· : the sum of :)8 , 237 . 00. 

That no other person or persons than the undersigned 

are entitled to share in the distribution of said award, or in 

the :proceeds arising from the condemnation thereof, on the date 

of the entry of said judgment. 

iTI{EREFCRE , your· undersigned , who by its petition hereto­

fore filed herein became a party to this proceeding , pra;ys that 

an order be entered for the distribution of said sum set forth 

in said judgment in rem es constituting the award for the fee 

simple estate in said tract of land condemned as aforesaid and 

for the payment to the undersigned of said award, which the under 

signed avers is as follows : 

Tract No. 186 , ~8 , 237 . 00 . 

, , "'HE FIR T NATIO Al FA OF HIN' 1. 1 W.V A. 



' 

state of i est Virginia , 

County of Summers , to-wit : 

I ' 

• 

, a Notary Public in and. for 

the County end 3tate a. foresai d , do certify that 0, .E..JL;'N E S 

Cashier , of the First National Bank of Hinton , of Hint on I Jest 

Virginia , personally appeared before me in my County aforesaid 

and made oath that the statement of facts contained in the fore ­

going answer nade upon his own knowledge , are true and those made 

upon infornation derived from others , he believes to be true. 

Given under my hana ancl Notarial seal this / C::. day of 

ct~ , 1933 . --------

t.y commission e x:pir es : 

@ . IH:,1 193~-



, 

THI3 DEED made and entered into this 21st day of June , 

1924 , by D nd between H. C. Davis and Rebecca Devis , his wife , 

Carrie E. ames and Paul L. James , her husband , party of the first 

part, e.nd txeorge ;::;. Harnesberge1·, T:.r.•u:3tee , party of the second 

W I T U E S 3 E ~ H: 

~'hat for and in consideration of the sum of One Dollar 

cash in hand naid by the party of the second pa1• t to the :pa~·ties 

of the first part , the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged , end , 

upon the trust hereinafter declared , they , the said parties of the 

first part do g1·ant and convey , wit:i.1 general warranty of title 

unto the said party of the second part , that certain farm or trsct 

of land situate in the Blue Ridge mountains in the eastern Pl' tion 

of jtonewall District , ~ockingham County , Virginia , about three 

miles above the old Brick Tavern , adjoining the lands of Eathew 
long 

?owell , Beasley, ~arble and others , /:tm-,n as the Gibbons mountain 

I farm , containing 202 acres , being the same land acquired by H. C. 

Dav is and Paul L. James, by deed dated Dec . 14 , 1920 , from ~7m. B. 

II Yancey , .:>pecial:1 Commissioner , which deed is duly recorded in 

the Clerk's Office of i ockingbam County , Virginia , in Deed Book 

120 , page 261 , and by deed from Kemper ;7. Yancey and i7ife , dated 

January 20 , 1921 , which deed is duly recorded in said Clerk ' s 

Office in Deed Book 120 , page 21 , the interest of Paul L. James 

having been conveyed to Carrie E. James by deed dated .tpril 3 , 
I 1924, which deed is duly recorded in said Clerk s Office in :Deed 

Book 129, page 20. 1.i:o all of which deeds special ref1,rence is 

hereby made. In trust, nevertheless , to secure the payment of a 

negotiable note bearing even date with this deed , v.hich note is 

executed by H. C. Davis , ~ebecca Davis , Ca~rie £ . Jemes and Paul 

11 L· James , and payable to the Bcnk<i7f Elkton , Inc. , six months a fter 

date in the sum of $3800 . 00~ In the elent that there are any renew-

I 
I 

: 



I 

11 

II 

II 

lJ 

als of said note or any part hereof , then the seid renewal notes , 

ea c h and every one of them smll be a.s fully secured by this dee d 

of trust as the original note. It is understood and rirovided 

tnBt in case of default in the payment of said note , or any part 

thereof , or any renewal of said note , or any part thereof , at 

maturity , then , when required by the holde r of such over due 

note , the said Trustee sball pro c eed to execute this trust in 

pursuance of dection 5167 of the Code of Virginia , 1919 , and Acts 

arnendatory thereof , except that he shall hav e 5% of the gross 

proceeds of sale as a commission . 

','fit ness the following signatures and seals . 

PAUL L. J.A l1E3 ---------------(SEAL) 

CARRIE E . JAI.:ES ---------------(SEAL) 

BEiffi Y C . DAVIS ---------------( SE AL) 

___ B_E_B E_ C_C_A_!X_• _ DA_ V_I_S ___ (SEAL) 

Deed Book 129, p . 504 . 

State of V ir gi n i a , 
County of .tlo ckingbam , t o-wit : 

I , a. H. 1:cVeigh , a notary Public in and for the County 
and State aforesaid , do certify that R. C. Davis and Rebecca 
Davis , his wife , whose names are signed to the writing above 
bearing date on the 21st day of June , 1924 , have acknowledged the 
same before me in my County afor esaid. I1fy commission expires 
on the 9th day of September , 1925 . 

Given under my band this 15th day of June , 1924. 

W. H. HcVe igh , N.P. 

dtate of Virginia , 
County of Roc kingham , to - wit : 

I , A. u. Lev,is , a Notary Public in and for the County 
and Jtate aforesaid , do certify that Carrie E. James and Paul L. 
Jame s , her husband , whos e name s a re s igned to the wi·iting above 
bearing date on the 21st day of June , 1924 , have acknowledged the 
same before me in my County afor esaid . l.:y comrnissi on expires on 
the 25th day of July , 1925 . 

Given under my hand this 8th day of July , 1924. I A. U. Lewis , N. P. 

VI3GIHIA : In the Cl erk ' s Offic e of the Cir cui t Cour t of Rocking­
ham County . The foregoing deed of trust was this day p: esent e d i n 
the office aforesaid and is , together with the cer tifi cate of ac­
knowledgment annexed , adn1itted to record this 16th day of July , 

1924. 1.p . m. Teste :J . F . Blackburn_,., 
Gu.erk 



~Vhereas Carrie E. James and her husband, and Henry C. 

Davis and his v,i:::e , by deed of trust dated June 21 , 1924, which 

deed of ti·ust is duly of record in the Clerk 's Office for Rocking­

ham County , Virginia, in Deed Book 129, p. 504, conveyed to George 1 

grazing 
;S • .tiarnesberger, Trustee , that certain tract or parcel of/land, 

containing 202 acres , more or less, generally known as the "Gibbon, " 

mountain farm, situate on the Blue ~idge mountains about six miles 

east of Elkton , in 3tonewal District , Rockingham County, Virginia, 

to secure the Bank of Elkton , Inc. , the payment of a negotiable 

homestad waiver note in the sum of ~p3800 . 00 , made by the aforesaid 

parties oi' even date with said deed of trust, and payable six 

months after date to said Bank ; and VTHEREAS the make rs of said 

note defaulted in the payment of said note , the said Carrie E. 

James being adjudged a bank!.· upt on the 20th day of May , 1932, by 

the United Jtates District Court for the Wes tern District of 

Virginia, the order of adjudication being duly of record in the 

Clerk's Office of nockingham County, Virginia, in Deed Book 154, 

page 482 ; end ',7HEREAS by an order of said Court entered on the 

13th day of June, 1932, the Trustee in bs.nkrupt for Car:rie E. James 

was directed to disclaim title for said lands; and :ffi~EAS the 

I Bank of Elkton , Inc., the holder of said note , after default had 

continued in the payment of said note for some time, requested the 

Trustee in said deed of trust to fo:ceclose the same; and 7IBERE.AS 

!after due and full compliance with the terms of said deed of trust 

the land hereinabove described was sold at public auction at the 

front door of the County Courthouse , in Harrisonburg , Virginia , 

llufter competitive bidding to the First J.iational Bank of Hinton, at 

Hinton, ";est Virginia , for the sum of ~4 , 650.00 cash, which sum 

said Bank ~ now fully pi.id to the Trustee , and said Bank requests 

tba.t a deed be made to it for said land; 

Now , therefore, THI3 DEED , made and entered into this 

21st day of January , 1933 , by and between George S . Harnesberger , 

r rus tee as afore said, party of the fir st part , and the First 



,,_ 

National Bank of Hinton, at Hinton , dest Virginia , party of the 

se ccnd pa1· t . 

'7 I T H E 3 S E TH: 

THA':i: for and in consideration of the sum of $4 , 650 . 00 

cash in band paid by the party of the second part to the party of 

the first part , the receipt whereof is hereby acknov,ledged, the 

said party of the first part doth grant and convey , with special 

warranty of title unto the said party of the second part that said 

tract or parcel of grazing land , with the improvements thereon and 

the app1ll'tenances thereunto belonging, generally known as the 

11 Gibbons 11 mountain farm , containing 202 acres , more or less, 

situate in the Blue Ridge mountains , about six miles east of 

Elkton , in Jtonevmll District , Rockingham County , Virginia, it be­

ing the sane land conveyed by ilm. B. Yancey , 3pecial Commissioner , 

to H. C. Davis and iiaul L. James , by deed dated December 14 , 1920 , 

vvhich deed is duly of .L'ecord in said Clerk ' s Office, in Deed Book 

j120, p. 261; and in which lands Kemper ·.'/ . Yancey and ,;;ife b;y deed 

dated January 22, 1921 , conveyed to said purchasers certain rights 

therein set forth, and in which land Paul L . James , by deed dated 

r pril 3rd, 1924 , which deed is duly of record in said Clerk ' s 

i.Jff ice in Deed Book 129 , page 20 , conveyed his interest and estate 

I 

o Carrie E. James . To all of which deed special reference is here ­

y made for a more particular description of said lands . The pur­

lchaser herein is to pay the taxes on said lands from and after 

~ugus t 6, 1932 . 

Witness the following signature and seal. 

3ecorded in Deed BCok 154, 
at page 58 , of the Clerk ' s 
Off ice of 3.ockingbam County. 

George j. Hnrnesberger , Trustee(SEAL ) 
as aforesaid. 

-
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3tate of Virginia , 

City of Harrisonburg , to - wit : 

I , L. T. Flick, a Notary Public in and for the City and 
hereby 

State aforesaid, do/certify that George .-3. Harnesberger , :i:rustee 

as aforesaid, whose name is signed to the writing above bearing 

date on the 21st day of January , 1933 , has acl':nowledged the sa.rr.e 

before me in my 0 ity aforesaid. 

r.r;:;y commission expires on the 4th day of I:a.y , 1933. 

Given under my hD.nd this 23rd day of January , 1933. 

L. T. Flick , N.P. 

VLGI\IA : In the Clerk's Office of the Circuit Court of 

Rockingbam County. The foregoing deed of BARGAIN LHD SLLE vm.s 

this day presented in the office aforesaid and is , together with 

II the certificate of acknowledgment annexed , admitted to record this 

3rd day of •;iebrua -ry, 1933. 9.15 a.m . 

'l.'este: 
J .Robert 3Y1i tzer 

Clerk. 

I 

I 
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Il. THE CIRC1J IT COl':....,'.i: CB1 RCCKTIJ'J.EAH CCUNTY 

:2HE 31.i:ATE COr,:IdI3:3 rm; OH 
COli 3BRVA'.:: I ON AlID DEVELOPfil1ENT 

) Petitioners 
) 
) 

vs · ~ No If'~~ t ~ fled in the Clerk's CF:~e 
CA..'L't IE E . JAI.iE;:3 & THE HE IR3 - A£r-.LA.V! ) Rockingham County, Va. 
OF HE lffi Y C. DAV' J:3 , DEC ' D , & 202 ) 
ACRES , hORE CR LE.J:) , QF LA:ID L, ) FEB ~ i Yf ) / 
!lCCKil!Gilill.: COUNTY , {BGHIA ) Defendant5-.~ 

Respondents for answer to the petition Ji the dtate Com. .. is-

tion on Conservation and Devel opement of the 3tate of Virginia , 

say : · 

That Respondents names are : 

Carrie E . James , Rebecca S . Davis , Cora B. Davis , i1illie 

Davis , Clarence Davis, Julia r.:aiden , wife of Dennis 1 . • l'.Iaiden ; 

Reba Turner , · the wife of 1, inor :.turner; Dorothy Foltz_, the "#ife of 

Arch Foltz ; Pauli ne Jenkins , the wife of David J . Jenkins ; Howard 

ravis and Vernon Davis . 

Tr..at the postoffice address of all of your Respondents is 

!Elkton , Virginia, R. F . D. No . 2 . 

Your ]espondent , Carrie~ . Jrunes , avers that she .is the 

1owner in fee simple of an undivided one-half interest in a tract 

of land within the area sought to be condemned by said petitioner , 

conte,ining 202 acres, v1l1ich is enclosed , as well as subdivided , by 

fence ~~nd haJ erected thereon a house and barn , and has thereon an 
-'9~ - ~~ 

01·c:ard of ~-e acres of improved apple trees • 

.AiJD your other Rel:3pondents aver · that the::,,, together Yli th 

,i.1 aui·ice Davi3 ""'" c. :.ieon Du.vis , as the widow a.nd heirs-at-law cf 
2 c:l!A,c,,,, 

Henry c. Davi.:> ,._ ._r'(, the oTTners in fee sirr.:r:ile of the other undivided ,,.. )' 

one-half in tere;:3t in said t:rr.ct of land . 

' Tb.et seid :::.and is loce. ted on top of the Blue RidJe Lountain , 

about five milez et.st cf ;,1kto~ in Jtonewall District , i::nd e.djoins 

,,., 



; J • 

the lands of Beasley , L. I . 'hifflett , Elsie B. Baugher , • G. 

Morr is and others . . 
Respondents further represent that said tract of land was 

on the 21st day of June, 1919 , purchased by H. c. Davis and 

Respondent , Carrie E . James ' husband , Paul L. J ames , from William 

B. Yancey , :.-Jpecial Commissioner of the Circuit Court of Rocking­

ham County , and for which said lands said purchasers paid the sum 

of $12 ,500. 00 . A copy of the deed therefor is filed herewith , 

marked Exhib it A and prayed to be read as a part hereof . 

That subseq_uently , by deed dated the 3rd day of ~April , 

1924 , the said Paul L. James , conveyed his undivided one- half in­

terest in said tract of land to your Respondent , Carrie E . James . 

A copy of said deed is filed herewith , marked Exhibit B. and 

I prayed to be read as a part hereof . 

Ii Respondents further aver that 'the total value of said tract 

of land with improvements thereon is $15 ,000 . 00 , and that the 

total value of Respondent , Carrie E. James~ right there in is 

$7 ,500. 00 , and tret tbe total value of the right of the heirs-at ­

law of Henry C. Davis , decea sed , therein is ;;p7 , 500 . 00. 

Your Respondent , Carrie E . James , further avers that she 

is the owner of a very valuable farm , containing about 335 acre s , 

situated on t~~ ShenB.ndoah River , in the eastern part of 

!1 Rockingham County, about two miles nor th of Elkton and that she 

is the lessee of another valuable tract of land cont aining a bout 

90 acres , adjoining her said farm and which said lands adjoin t he 

lands of Stella R. Miller, Jame s Armentrout , Luthe r Davis and 

others i tbat said lands are all under cultivation and with the 

exception of about 75 acres of orchard , mre fanned in r o tat i on of 

crops ; that Respondent is also engaged in the business of ra i sing 

cattle, sheep , hogs and ho r ses . 

15 
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Respondent, Carrie E . James, further represents th2t, de­

siring to increase the value of the operat ion of her lands by 

raising cattle and other livestock, she entered into an agreement 

I with Henry c. Davis, whereby they agreed to raise livestock and 

in order to reve pasturage for the same, Respondent , Carrie E. 

James, through her husband , Paul L. James and said Davis , on the 

21st day of June , 1919, purchased the aforesaid tract of 202 acres 

1 of land vhich is as aforesaid , located on the top of the Blue 

Ridge 1~1ount ain , e.nd is known as the "Gibbons Mountain Farm ," and 

which , as Respondents aver is one of the roost valuable blue grass 

grazing f erms in the Blue Ridge B.ountains . 

fhat ever since the purchase of said farm , Respondent , 

Carrie E . James, through her husband , the said Paul L. James and 

II the said Davis , up to the time of his death on the 12th day of 

1, .:ieptembe r , 1930 , and since his dee th his widow and heirs-at-law , 
I 

who are also Respondents herein , have used said mountain fe::rm for 

pasturage , which farm tr,. s thereon a heavy sod of blue grass , with 

the probable excer tion of four acres . .3aid land is also exceptionl 

ally well" supplied with water fr or:1 various springs thereon . 

' ... 'H. :r on said mountain farm Respondent , Carrie E. Jam.es and 

sHid Davis, ·since said purcb&se , have kept , du1·ing the pasturage 

I season, fr or:1 seventy-five ( 75) to ninety ( 90) hea a.. of cattle ; 
I 

from one hundred (100) to two hundred (200) head of sheep ; along 

VJith a lot of hogs , and at the encl of each of such seasoni said 

cattle have been carried on Respondent, Carrie~ . James ' 

~henandoah River farm . 

'.!:hat Respondent , Carrie E . James, and said Davis have kept 

said lands enclosed by fences 2.nd hsve ex:peno..ed thereon, including 

a cattle shed recer.tly rebuilt, approximately ~500 . 00, (the barn 

I on said lands h&.v ing been de str oye d by f i:ce) . 
I 



( 4) 

That us Jet ::o!'th e.bove • esponcients ever that said mountain 

farm is worth at tne lea.3t , the sum of .)15 , 000 . 00 and thet the 

incidental d°'maee to ti1e ::ihenandoah River farm, belongin; to 

• espondent, Ca:!:rie L . Jarr.es, they believe ,,,ill be t least 

'1r5 , 000 . CO, 1·ecause , by the taking of said i:1ountain farm by petitio.q­

er, her cattle re.is ing operations will not simply be curtailed 

but practically destroyed , and dhe will further be deprived of the 

benefit accruing to her said Jhenandoah .:. iver farm "by feeding 

said stock thereon through the r;inter rmnths . 

That Respondent , Carrie E. James , ~.nd said Henry o. Davis 

have on different occasions been offered from ,wl7 ,000 . 00 to 

~20 , 000 . 00 for said mountain farm which offers were refused because 

it was necessary for the profitable operation of her 335 acre 

farm on said Jhenand.oah :liver , and it is a most necessary adjunct 

Ito the continuance of the cattle raising operations by Respondents . 

Your ... espondents further represent that all of the graz.ing 

lands within any reasonable distance of the .3hemmdoah River farm 

I ~~ 
owned by your ... espondent , Carrie E . James ," embraced in the area 

. 
sought to be condemned by petitioner and that t~ere are no avail-

lable lands ·t1ithin any reasomble distance of said Jhenandoah 

River farm which can te acquired for grazing lands and b;y reason 

ff bein3 deprived of said mountain farm , ~espondents will be 

r nable to acq_u ire lands to replace the same at an;y·thing like the 

;value thereof a,3 aforesaid, or ·.,hich vlill be as conveniently lo-
• 

cated to said dhenandoah .River farm . 

~espond.ents further represent th"t by deed of d.c':..te , June 21, 

1924 , and duly of record in tl1e ~lerh ' .s office of J.ockingr..am 

bounty , a copy of vhich deed is filed herev:ith , marked Exhibit C , 

und pra~·ed to be read as a part hereof, your Respondent , Ja.rrie E. 

I 

I 
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j James , htr husband unitin~, and H. c . Davis, his v1ife uniting , 

conveyed s .id tract of 202 acres of land. to <Jeorge .;; . 1Iarn3barge.c , 

Trustee , in trust to secure a certain negotiable note , executed 

I by the gre.ntors ill said deed to the Bank of lkton , Inc ., for the 
1, 
I 

1
-, sum of .;3800 . 00 . 

II Respondents furt~er represent that b;y deed dated the 22nd 

day of December , 1925 , said. Henry C. Davis , h.is 1:if e uni ting , 

conveyed their undivided interest in said 202 acres of land to 

John ~ . Harris , :Vrus tee , to secure to Paul L. James , the payment 

of a certain note executed to him by said Henry C. Davis , and 

7;ife , for the sum of -w3860 . 00 , 1ith interest from date • .A copy 

of said dee(:lc is filed herewith , marked Exhibit D and is prayed 

to be read as a µnt hereof . '.i:ha.t the amounts secured b;y both 

of said dee d.3 of trust are pus t due and unpaia . • 

Your Respondents further represent that Henry c. Davis , 

who vms the ovri:1er of an undivided one-hn lf interest in said 202 

acre mountain farm , dep:3.rted this life intestate on the 12th day 

II of .3eptember , 1930, leaving surviving him his widow , your 

Respondent , Rebecca s . Davis and the folloviing children 2.s :his 

sole heirs- at - law : 

Cora B. Davis , Willie Davis , Clarence Davis , Julia 

Ms.iden , the wife of Dennis Mai den ; Rebe. Turner , the wife of 

Minor 1.rurner ; Doroth;7 Foltz , the v1ife of Arch iol t z ; Paul i ne 

Jenkins , the wife of David Jenkins ; Howard Davi s , all over 21 

years of age , and Maurice Davis , ·who is 18 years of age and Leon 

Dav is , v, ho is 15 years of a ge . 

Your :Respondents pray that a guardian ad 1 i t an may be 

! appoi nted to. 

I: aforesaid . 

defend the interest of the two infant defendants 

I 
I 

I 

I 
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Your Respondents therefore pray thB..t their said mountain 

fe.rm of 202 acres may be excluded from the lands sought to be 

condemned by re ti ti oner and if not so excluded, as it -,,,ill be 

many yea rs before said lan 6.s &re used for the purposes of said 

petitioner, that provision may be rnaa.e for their use by 

:Respondents until such time s.s the same may be necess&..ry for 

petitioner's purposes . 

nd your Respondents having fully ans1·:ered said. petition , 

pray to be hence dismissed, etc. 

.!IT ,E J.:; the 

Februar;y , 1931. 

fo llo 1ing signatures this /¥--, 

C ~ J 

(!. (J /2. ,. . 
lr,h, 
a ,/J. 

,<l,~, 

(f' J~ 
tf., \. 
·t. ;j 

day of 

k . 



to -r:' it: 

i'~ e unde1· si ~ne d here by certifies tllat var ri e E. James 

! ;?ibeesn t• 13:3 , above no.!!;.ed claimants , personally E:.p!)a..red 
I 

I befo1'e him end .. a.de oath that -the matter s and thinga appear i ng 

I in the above answer are true to the best of their kno·,7ledge 

\ and belief . 

I Dated ' this /:7,1/.. day of 

,. 



STATE 0 ~' VIRGINI ~ 
COUNTY OF ::lOc==rNGIL.:.1 to - wit: 

I , H.B . C.Gentry '1 Not· ry ')ublic in ::ind for said l?ounty 
in the Sjqte of Virginia. whose co,.rnission expires on 
the 19th d~y of ~ecembur 1931 , do certify th t 3ebecc­
S. D"vis whose n"..ie is sir-ned. to the f)re_::-oint writing 
be~rinp date on the 14th day of FebruRry 1031 , has 
person~lly rppe•red before me and acknowled~ed tho same 
in uy Cou~1ty nforosaid . 

Given under my hdnd. this 14th d ~1y of Febru•.iry 1931. 



-- I la 

I ' . --
J - I 
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WHEREA.S, by decree entered in the chancery cause of 

T. L. Yancey vs. Mary A. Yancey &c. on the 12th day of May, 1919, 

George N. Conrad and William B. Yancey, who were thereby appointed 

Commissioners for the purpoBe, were directed that the sale of 

what has long been known as the Gibbons Mountain Farm, containing 

about 202 acres, situ.ate in the Blue Ridge Mountains, in 

Rockingham County, Virgima, about three miles above the old 

btrok tavern, and \mEREAS, acting in accordance with directions 

of said decree, said commissioners did after due advertisement 

of the time,terms and place of sale as thereby provided on tbe 

I! 21st day of June, 1919, offer said mountain farm for sale at pub­

lic auction at the front door of the County Courthouse, in Rock­

ingham County, at which offering said farm was sold to H. C. Davis 

and Paul L. James at the price of $12 ,500.00, one-fourth of whioh 

said amount the said purchasers paid in cash, and for the re.lance 

executed their three bonds of even date herev.d. th for $3,125.00, 

each, and payable one, two and three years after date, respective­

ly, with interest from date, and WHEREAS, by decree entered in 

said cause on the 8th day of July, 1919, said sale of said moun­

tain farm to the said H. c. Davis and Paul L. James was approved 

and confirmed and the said William B. Yancey was appointed 

Specila Commissioner for the purpose and directed to execute a 

conveyance for said farm with covenant of special warranty, to 

the said H. c. Davis and Paul L. James, o:r to whomsoever they may 

direct, upon the payment by said purchasers of said three bonds 

of $3,125 .00 each, but by said decree said bonded commissioner 

was given leave to sell and assign the said bonds for the de­

ferred payments for an amount equal to the face value thereof, 

plus any interest which my have accrued thereon, to the date of 

sale, in which event the said William B. Yancey, Commissioner 
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I 
I 

1was directed to make conveyance of said farm, retaining in the 

same a lien to secure the p:iyment of the bonds to the assignee or 

assignees of the same and WHEREAS. acting in accordance with the 

leave granted by said last named decree and said William B. 

Yancey, Commissioner, after receiving payment of the :first 

deferred bond, did, on the 22nd day of November, 1920, maka sale 

F d assignment of the bonds due two and three years after date, 

~especti vely, the bond due t\vo years after e1. ate having been assign­

ed to Laird L. Conrad, as General Receiver of the Circuit Court 

of Rockingham County, Virginia, and the bond due three years 

r fter date having been contemporaneously assigned to T. L. Yancey 

and WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of said decree of 

f uly 8th, 1919, a conveyance of said farm should now be made and 

the said H. C. Davis and Paul L. James, having directed that the 

lbame be conveyed to them jointly as purchased, NOW THEREFORE, 

THIS DEED, made this 14th day of December, 1920. by 

and between Wm. B. Yancey, Special Comrniss ioner in the chancery 

cause of T. L. Yancey vs. Mary A. Yancey &c., party of the first 

part and H. C. Davis and Paul L. James, :rsr ties of the second 

oart. 

WIT NE S 3 ETH: 

That for and in consideration of the premises, and 

l~f 1.00, cash in hand paid to the i:e,rty of the first part, the 

~eceipt hereof is hereby acknowledged, he the said William B. 

rancey, Special Commissioner aforesaid, doth hereby grant and con­

~ey, with ~ovenan.Ets of special warranty, unto the said H. c. 
I 
Pavis and Paul L. James, all of that certain mountain farm, or 
I 
tract of land situate in the Blue Ridge Mountains, in Rockingham 

I 

I 

£ 
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County, Virginia, about three miles above the old brick tavern, 

adjoining the Beasley, v arble and other lands, long known as the 

Gibbons Mountain Farm, containing according to survey made by 

P. B. F. Good, s. R. c., on March 31st, 1919, 202 acres and 

described by rootes and bounds as follows: 

BEGINNING at three chestnut stumps, corner of the 

"Mathew Powel" tract of land, thence 3. 2 W. 40 poles, to the 

middle of a Spring, thence s. 1 1/2 W. 29 poles to a large cherry 

tree in a small hollow, thence s. 12 W. 53 poles to a dead chest­

nut on a stony hillside in tbe line of the said Powel tract, thenor 

with the line of tne same, N. 51 W. 44 poles to a large chestnut, 

thence s. 64 w. 22 poles to two chestnuts, thence s. 5 W. 22 

poles to a forked locust, thence s. 38 W. 34 poles to a bunch of 

chestnuts, thence S. 22 W. 39 poles to a bunch of chestnuts, theno~ 

s. 55 W. 38 poles to a red oak and two chestnuts, thence N. 47 

II w. 35 poles -to a chestnut, thence N. 30 W. 20 poles to a chestnut, 

thence N. 40 W. 40 poles to a chestnut and chestnut oak, thenae 

II N. 10 E. 28 poles to a chestnut, thence N. 46 W. 84 poles to a 

chestnut, thence N. 30 E. 26 poles to a chestnut oak on a stony 

ridge, thence east 24 poles to a large chestnut on the north side 

of a steep hill, thence N. 30 E. 80 poles to two chestnuts and a 

hickory in an old patent line near a spring, thence S. 54 E. 88. 

5 poles to two small chestnuts and a rock, thence 8. 52 1/2 E. 

37 poles to a large and small chestnut, thence N. 62 E. 80 poles 

to the BEGINNINA, containing 202 acres. 

A vendor's lien is hereby ex~ressly retained upon 

the land herein conveyed to secure unto the :00 lders thereof the 

payment of the sai e. two bonds of $3,125.00 each aforesaid, of 

JU.t'.le 21st, 1919, due two and three years after date, respectively, 

executed by the grantees, H. C. Dav is and Paul L. James, evidencing 

deferred ~yments of a portion of t he purchase price for said 

' 2'! 

I 
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land, which said two bonds were assigned as afo:resai d and are 

now so owned and held . This c onveyanoe is rrade for tr.ie granter 

herein on bebalf of Thomas L. Yancey, Mary A. Yancey, Mary V. 

Yancey, Roberts. Yancey, Lois R. Yancey, Charlotte Yancey and 

Mildred L. Yancey, the five last named being of the heirs of 

1 

William L. Yancey, deceased. 

WITNESS the fallowing signature and seal. 

:I 

I 

I 
I 

WILLIAM B. YANCEY (SEAL) 
Spe cia.l Commission er 

25 
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THIS DEED imde the 3rd day of April, 1924, between 

Paul L. James, party of the fir st part and Carrie E. James, ps.r ty 

of the second part. 

WITNESS ETH: 

That for and in consideration of the sum of 

$4,000.00, cash in band p:3.id, the receipt of which is hereby 

acknowledged, and tbe assumption and payment by party of the 

second part of one-half of a certain negotiable note, executed by 

Paul L. James and H. c. Davis, payable to the Bank of Elkton, at 

Elkton, Virginia, four months after date, for the sum of 

$3763.59, which note is dated February 22, 1924, said i:arty of 

the first part doth grant and convey unto tre party of the second 

:part with general warranty of title, an undivided one-half interes~ 

in and to a certain tract or parce 1 of land situated in the Blue 

Ridge Mountains, in Rockingham County, Virg i.mrl.a, about three miles 

above the old Brick Tavern, and which lands adjoin the lands of 

Beasley, v:arble and oth ers, and contains by a recent survey, 202 

acres, and is known as the uGi bbons Mountai n Farm", and is the same 

land which was conveyed to H. C. Davis and Paul L. James by 

William B. Ya ncey, Special Commissioner, by deed dated December 

14th ,1920, which deed is du1¥ of record i n Deed Book 120, at :page 

261, of t h e Clerk's office of Rockingham County, to wh ich reference 

is here made f or a more particula r des:cr iption of said lands. 

WITNESS the follov1ing signature and seal. 

__ P_A_UL_L ___ • _J_AI_,IE __ s ______ ( SEAL l 

l lo 
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THIS DEED made and entered into this 21st day of June, 

1924, by and between H. C. Davis and Rebecca Davis, his wife , 
ties. Carrie E. James and Paul L. James, her husband, par/ or the first 

part and Georges . Harnsbarger, Trustee, party of the second part. 

WIT NE S 3 ETH: 

That for and in consideration of the sum of $1.00, cash in 

I hand paid by the party of the second pa rt to the parties of the 

first part, a receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged and upon the 

trust hereinafter declared, they, the said parties of the first 

part do grant and convey, with general warranty of title, unto 

the said party of the second part that certain farm or tract of 

land situate in the Blue Ridge Mountains, in the eastern portion 

of Stonewall District, Rockingham County, Virginia, about three 

(3) miles above the old Brick Tavern, adjoining the lands of 

Matthew Powell, Beasley, Warble and others, long known as the 

Gibbons Mountain Farm, containing two hundred and two (202) acres, 

being the same land acquired by H. c. Davis and Paul L. James by 

deed dated December 14th, 1920, fr.om Wm. B. Yancey, Special 

Commissioner, which deed is duly recorded in the Clerk's Office 

of Rockingham County, Virginia, in D. B. 120, p . 261, and by deed 

from Kemper W. Yancey and wife, dated, January 22nd, 1921, which 

deed is duly recorded in said Clerk's Office in D. B. 120, page 

21, the interest of Paul L. James having been conveyed to Carrie 

E. James, by deed dated April 3rd, 1924, which deed is duly re­

corded in said Clerk's office in D. B. 129, p. 20. To all of 

which deeds special reference is hereby made. 

II IN TRUST NEVERTHELESS, to secure the payment of a negotia-

ble note bearing even date with this deed, which note is executed 

by H. C. Davis, Rebecca Davis, Carrie E . James and Paul L. James 
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j nd payable to the ~ank of Elkton, Incorporated, six (6) months 

,~fter date in the sum of thirty-eight hundred dollars ($3800.00). 

In the event that there are any renewals of said note or 

any ps.rt thereof, then the said renewal notes, each and every one 

of them, shall be as fully secured by this deed of trust as the 

original note. It is understood and provided that in case of de­

cfault in the ps.ymen.t of said note, or any part thereof, or any re­

newal of said note, or any part thereof, at maturity, then, when 

f equired by the holder of such over-due note, the said Trustee 

shall proceed to execute this trust in pursuance of Sec. 5167 of 

t he Code of Virginia, 1919, and Acts amendatory thereof, except 

that he shall have 5% of the gross proceeds of sale as his commis­

sion. 

WITNESS the following signatures and seals. 

PAUL L. JAMES (SEAL) 

CARRIE E. J AMES (SEAL) 

H. C. DAVIS (SEAL} 

! 

REBECCA DAV IS (SEAL) 

I, 

I 
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THIS DEED, made this 22nd day of December, 1925, by and 

between Henry C. Davis and Rebecca S. Davis, his wife, parties 

of the first part and John T. Harris, Trustee, party of the 

second part , all of Rockingham County, Virginia. 

WIT NE S 3 ETH: 

In consideration of the sum of $1 .00, cash in hand paid to 

the parties of the first part by the rarty of the second part, 

the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, at and before the 

sealing and delivery of these presents, and upon the trust herein­

after declared, the said Henry C. Davis and Rebecca S. Davis, 

his wife, do hereby grant and convey unto the said John T. Harris, 

with general warranty, all the right, title, interest and estate 

owned by the parties of the first part, being a one-half un­

divided share or interest in and to that certain tract or parcel 

of land, long lmown as the Gibbons Mountain Farm, situate in the 

eastern portion of Rockingham County, Virginia, on the Blue 

Ridge, about five (5} miles from Elkton, adjoining the lands of 

Beasley, Warble and others, containing two hundred and two 

(202) acres, more or less, and being the same tract of land con­

veyed to Paul L. James and H. c. Davis, by Wm . B. Yancey, Special 

Commissioner of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, in the 

chancery cause of T. L. Yancey, etc. v. Mary A. Yancey, by deed 

bearing date the 14th day of December, 1920, and admitted to 

record in the Clerk's office of Rockingham County, Virginia, in 

D. B. 120, p. 261, reference to which deed for a description of 

said tract for metes and bounds is here made as though fully 

written out herein; together with all the rights, appurtenances, 

privileves and easements unto the said parcel of land belonging 

or in any wise appertaining. 

' 

l'j 
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IN TRUST, NEVERTHELESS, to secure the payment unto Paul 

L. James, of the sum of thirty-eight hundred and sixty dollars 

I ($3860.00) as evidenced by the note made by Henry c. Davis and 

Rebecca S. Davis, payable to Paul L. James, bearing even date 

herewith and due six (6) months after date, with interest from 

date, in the sum of $3860.00, and likewise to secure the payment 

of any renewal or renewals of sru.d note in whole or in part. 

It is hereby expressly agreed between the parties hereto 

in the event there is default made in the p:1yment of said indebted-

lness or the interest thereon, as the same matures, or default made 

in the payment of any renewal of said. note, whether such renewal 

by in whole or part thereof, then the Trustee shall, upon the 

request of the owner of said note, proceed to execute this trust 

in accordance with Sec. 5167 of the Code of Virginia, and the 

Acts of Assembly amendatory thereof and from the proceeds of sale 

the Trustee shall first pay all the expenses attending the execu­

tion of this trust, including the payments to agents and Attorneys 

for services rendered, then the auctioneer's fees and the Trustee's 

commission of 5% on the gross proceeds of sale for his services in 

making the sale, and all taxes and levies accrued at the time of 

lthe sale and shall then pay the indebtedness hereby secured in 

full with the interest accrued thereon and pay the remainder to 

the said Henry c. Davis, his heirs, personal representatives or 

assigns. 

WITNESS the following signatures and seals. 

Witness to signature of Henry 
c. Davis: 

H.B. C. Gentry 

HENRY C. (X) DAV IS 
his mark 

(SEAL) 

REBECCA S. DAVIS (SEAL) ----------------
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:?ebecc2, i:::,. Davis , the •;;ife oi .~CJ:L' ~· i . DLvis) to - ·.7it , or: tLe 2lsc 

cl.a;· o:Z June , 1£'~>'... , e::::ecutecl a c" .. e.;d conve:·ie_: 1ihe scr.10 to G-eo1·0 e 

.) . He.:.:ne...,ber;e:.· , ..:::.'l1:,·cec , 1..0 oecu: .. :e a. note ch.e to the Ban .... o:.: 

.ul1:ton , Inco:.·po:· .te c\ , in t .. e sur:; o..: ... 3800 . JO , pe.:, c:ole six .. :o:1t:b.s 

c..nc:L f.::£..i ... -en:.: C. Devis . 

'..:J. 0 t s nbseq_uentl~' , on t::e 12-c:L 6.a: of ec;e~:ne-_•, 1S25 , 

T_ en_· c1 C • Devi 3 , nC. -~ebGCC-., 3 . cv.::.J , ~:i.J ·1.t:e , conve;_ec.. to .:o __ n 

r:: . He:.· ... ·.::. . .; , ~-·11,scee , t .. e u.ndi vi dee. or.0- ~...:..l:.'.: i~te:•e...,-~ a:: s ... icl. .... e:.: -_•y 
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,ellcccl'. ,:., • av i:::: L1 uLe sur:1 o~ ,, .. 386 ") . ~ J. 
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te -b.::-:_,e , lenvin:; sm·vivins his ' . .'ic'..o.· , •. ebeccc.. :J. :J--vis , E',nd t1:e 

-:'ollo··.1in.::; heil·s at lL·.1 : Co:!:'a Je£..::.' , .r. i.. . • Devis , C. --~.,vis , 

J?culine Jen·:ins , Rebeccc P . ':.:n::..·ne2.·, :ulia .... c.icer: , -~· J-. ::...avis , 
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~·eceasec , t>ub jec-:; ,.;o t ... e ci.oue_• :-.: i~:i'ts of ·.:is wido·..r , .2.ebecc~ .Jo 

You .. : petitione:2.· fu::.··che:: :.:e~:.·ese!'lts t1:~/c ...,u'b 0 e~:u.entl,, , on 

de.·r o:.. 

the 1•eque'--'t of t.10 3o,n~:: o.~ ...:Jl:.:ton , Inco::.'_)Ol'~ted, JC!:e cleb., zecl:l'er7 

in sai . r":_cecl.. o.Z t:.·n.:: 'i.i 1.Jei 1:; then :.CJ£-st clue , o.::::c:.·ec'i. s~ic.. 1il'. ct oi' 

Q,:; ac::e.., o' .Jale aw public auction , ['.t i-L. ... ich .L • .t.., .,J.me ., __ e 

•ame uE:.:.s =~noc1.:oc1 d.o·,m to you:.· peti tione1• , ~ "C bei·1g ·wne ni.:;hc t 

Oll.::.' -,etitione:.· by sr,id. Hn.1·nesbe:.";e1·, Q_•u,3·cee . ~c.-id c.ee d is dr:.ly 

:i.' ::.·eco::..·c1 i:.1 .!Jeed Boo:: 1L4 , c.t ~oa._;e 58 , o.'.: --'cr.:.e Cle1•:_ 1 s f~ice o::'. 

:oc::inG!~:.1 Coul1t~, , an-:. e, coy o:2 tLe .3Etme i filec'.. 11e:·e·.1ith _,.,3 c 

:.e::.·e of. 
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c,t 1 w o:: Hen:.·~- ..., • IL.:v i"" , ,_ecee.se, .. , '--11 o.'.: ~·,:rnn ar·e pc.::::ties in 

saic_ ~1.·oceeclin ".3 , ',iel'e the 0'.1:ie::.:c in .:ec ~ ._.., 
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ed to o~id t::act ~o. 16G . 
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,nc to 1ecor.:e a pc::i.·~i;: ·c.:-:.e1·0to ; tr.at e.n o:i.:de:.c D~'-~ be ente1·et. t:he1·e ­

in di:.:ectin_::; , u1 ... en ::._1aicl .:..1to cu:.:t , ·cL t ·c.1e1·e be pc.. ic"i. to ~ cu1· pe-

1.,itioner t!:.e afo:::e,:-:aid sur .. of )8 , 237 . 00 , ·v:n.e a:.1ount of tr..e c·1m:.·c 
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D. B. 154 - ·o . 58 ... 
1N1 ,snw • .,.,, n1~ 

. .r.I:BIIE' 3 Car!'ie E . Jomes and her 11usbrne.. , end L. C. De:vis 

arn1 n.is ·,7ife, by deed o~ trust d['.ted Jun2 21 , 1S24 , ,..,:i,.ich deed of 

t::.:ust is du1-- -·eco1·dea_ in the Clerk ' s Office ~or :1ocldnc;J:i..Rm 

County, Virgini" , in JJeed Boo}~ 129 , page 504 , conveyed to ~eo. ' . 

land , containing 202 2cres , more or lesd , 3enerally ~nown as the 

TTG-ibbcns 11 mountain fa1·r1 , situate on the Blue J.idse mountcin 2,bout 

six miles e:::.::it of J..Jlkton , in ,.)tone712ll .District , : ockinz;ha.m 

County , Virginia , to see1ue the B2.n}: of :Jlkton , Inc. , the .-)c,~1nent 

of a negotiable home stead uai ver note in the sum of \,i3800 . 00 

r:.1ade by the afo:res'.:...id pn1•ties of even date \·,i t11 said deed of t1·uvt 

and :12.yable six: r..10uths v.fter de.te to said Ban::.: ; ana. , ~V:E_TI, 3 , the 

ma:?.:ers of said. note defa.ultec. in the ::ayment of said. note , the 

said vB.l'rie E. James, being ad,jud0 ed a be..n::ru.pt on the 20th day 

of -~e.;y , 1932 , by the United dto.tes :District Cou::t for the ·:estern 

Dist1•ict of \irE;in.if' , the ordez- o:: adjudicc.tion being duly of 

reco1·a. in the Cle1·k 1 s Offic e for Rockin,..ham Oount;y, vir-::;inia , in 

Deed Boo}: 154 , :'.:\• 482; anc:l. , 7/lIBP..& ,3 by an 01·de r of sc id Co1,:.11t 

entered on the 13th clay of June , 1 c 32 , the T::us tee in ron _ 1 pt cy 

:::'01· Car1·ie E. Ja:,es was directec. to disclru.m title for se, id lE.nds; 

c.nd ~Vl'ER"i' J , the Bi::-.n:~ o:: Elkton , Inc. , the ho 1 der· o:: saicl note , 

".fter default h'.ld cont inucd in the payment of S f id note for some 

time , re uested the Trustee in s i:id. deed of t1·ust to fo:reclose the 

f3ame ; and '.!:::IEJ.-;;, :3 , after d.ue ond full cor.1pliance with the te1·ms of 

13 0.ic deec1 of tn1St the land hereinabove desc:-ibec:t ,vas sold at 

inublic e.uction et the front door of the County CouJ:thouse , in 

S:arrisonburG , vil·ginin , after com:i;>etitive ·t)iddin_; , s:'he !1.b.·st 

.r.tionc.l Bank of Hinton , e,t HL1ton , .,est Virginie , fo 1· the sur.n of 

..,4:6QO. 00 cash , uhich sum said :Bank as nov, fully pc id to t:he 

t11·ustee , 2.:~d s2.ia_ Bcnk 2:equests tl:£',t a dee: 1 e nacle to it for SLid 

,..anc.. ; 



uo.r , '.i.':a:ERE-OR~ , '.::III3 :D~ED .a.cle and. enterecl into t1iis 21st 

da;y of Ja,np_al'y , 1~'33, anclbet1.1een Jeo::cge 3 • .w.axnesbe1·6er , .1.'r1-1.stee , 

as afo:ressid , :!')a1·t;:, of the fil·st :-x:.rt, a11.a_ the :s1irst Uational Bo.nk 

of Hiton, c.t hinton , :,est Virginia , party of the second. part; 

~'I IT •ES 3 E ~ H : 

Thet for and in cons ideniti on o.:. the sum of 'ii4600 . 00 

cash in reno_ :pLid by the part;:, of the second IJal't to the ~-ia.1·t~- oi" 

tl:e fi:.:st azt , the receipt \7hereof is hereby ac:~noi:-:ledged , the 

said. pa::.·ty of tbe f L·st part doth g-.::ant and. conve;7 with special 

war:,T~nty o:: title unto the said part~- of the second pai·t, the t 

certain tro.ct or pa:::cel of grazin0 lanci. , ,_;;ith inp:c•voements the1·eon 

ana_ LlS Lp:pu1·tennnces trereunto belongin3 , :enerally known as the 

11Gibbons II mountain farm , containing 202 e-cres , ri10:·e or less , sit-

uGte on the Blne : id~e Lountsins about six miles east of Elkton , 

in :Stonevmll D.:.st1·ict , :::ockin6 ham County , Virginia , it ooing the 

SE'-L1e 12-nd conveyed by 7Trn. B. Yancey , Jyecial Comrr1issione1• , to 

H. C. D2.vis and 2a1-l 1 • .:-ames , by deed. dated :)ece:,,ber 14 , 1920 , 

v1hich cleecl. is c.ul:; ol :c·ecm:d in seid vler:-: 1 s Office in D.3.120 , 

p . 261; and in 17hich lan a.s Kem1')er J. Ysnce;; and wife , by deea_ ca tee 

Janua::..·y,:2:'.; , 1921 , conveyed ·co said :pu::..·cr.£..sers certain rights there ­

in set fol'th ana_ in w::ich land Paul L. James , b:r d9ed dated _;.y .. ·il 

3 , 1924 , '.7hich deed is duly of 1•ecord in said Clerk 1 s Oi::ice in 

D.B . 129, p. 20 , conveyed hia interest and ootete to C~rrie E. 

Jar;ies , to e.ll oi vihich deeds sre cia 1 reference is he:ceby made for 

a mo 1·e par ti cu la1· des er irt ion of s2. id lands. ':i:he pu.r clnse r he:ce in 

is to --:ey the taxes on said lana_s :.:1·0111 a.r..d after .ugrIBt 6, 1932. 

'.litness the follo·,vin0 signe,tiue and seal . 

3-e o. .3. Ha1· ne sbe rge1· , ..:'rust ee (SF.AL ) 
as u.:=or essid. 

2. 
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S.1:1J J'.2 '.:E CC:..i IJJIC:~ 01. ) 
CL~,..:E..:V 1:.:!CI - :;n :l:2:i~LOPl~!'...: ) ::.etitioner 

) 
) 

Vd. ) .1.,0. lb2 
) 
) 

n) .. .1.'DJ I JO~ ... ..:~~I~,.) , ) _espondents 
r.nu. o-01~e:i.•.., , _nlL 202 ... C~E J ) 

Q ... _E CJ _ ., .) o_ !. l"l> I.. ) 
BCY.J::LT:-.. ... J Cl I._·~ , 71'28-I~ L ) 

....:int on , ,ledt Ti:·r;inic. , o~, counsel , :..ecve is ·iven i"c to i::_e its 

pet:_tion in the a"Jo e st;ylecl n:-:.•oceeclin ;s , e.nf. tne su.r:e .:.o 
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JOHN M . PURCELL 
TREASURER OF VIRGINIA 

C!tnmmnuwraltq nf ]lirginia 
TREASURER'S OFFICE 

RICHMOND, VA. 

December 22 , 1933 

This is to certify that I, J. M. Purcel], Treasurer 

of Virginia have this _2_2 __ day of Decemb er in accordance 

with an order of the circuit court of Ro ckingham County 
dated 12/18/33 in the cause of the State Commission 

on Conservation and Development of the State of Virginia 

vs. Cassandra Lawson Atk i n s =~~==- --- ------

:paid to First National Bank of Hinton, Hi n ton , West Vjrginia 

$ 8 , 237 . oo being in full settlement of tract #....J.B.6 
in the above mentioned cause. 



JOHN M. PURCELL 
TREASURER OF VIRGINIA 

Q!nmmnumtaltb nf ]lirgiuta 
TREASURER'S OFFICE 

RICHMOND, VA. 

December 22 , 1933 

First National Bank of Hinton 

Hinton, West Virginia 

Received of J.M. Purcell, Treasurer of 

Virginia, the sum of$ 8 , 237 . 00 , in accordance 

with an order of the Circuit Court of the county 

of _ _ ~R~o~c=k=i=n=g~h=am=~- - entered on the 18th day 

of December 1 93i , in the matter of the State 

Commission on Conservation and Development v Cassandra 
Lawson Atkins, et als and 
52 , 561 acres of land more or le~d others, being 

full and complete settlement for the tract of land 

known in said proceeding as #_ 1_8_6 __ _ 

Sign original and duplicate 
and return to the Treasurer 
of Virginia. 
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