
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, 

COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM~ TO-WIT: 

In the Circuit Court of said County: 

The grand jurors in and for the body of said county 

of Rockingham and now attending said Court at its April term, 

1927, ·upon t heir oaths do present that Howard Criddle, Wm. Smith , 

and My'rtle Curry, within one year next prior to t he finding of 

t his i h dictment, in sa id county of Rockingham, did unlawfully 
. - ' " . . ( manufacture, sell; of~er, keep~ store and expose for sale, give 

a.way·, transport, dispense, solicit, advertise and receive orders 
,, ' for ardent spirits, against the peace ' and dignity of the Com-

monwealth of Virginia. 

The jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths aforesaid, do 

further present that Howard Criddle, Wm. Smith, and 1fyrtle Curry, 

within one year next prior to the finding of this indictment, in 

t he said county of Rockingham, did unlawfully have in their· pos

session ardent spirits, against t he peace and dignity of the ¢cm

monwealth of Virginia. 

The jurors aforesaid, upon t heir oaths aforesaid do 
. - , further present tlia t Howard Criddle, Wm. Smi t l1, and Myrtle Curry, 

within'. ·.o:ne year next I5rior to the finding of this indictment, in 

t h e said. county of Rockingham, did unlawfully receive ardent 

' spirits, agai nst t he ·peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of 

Virginia. 

This indictment is found on the testimony of Frank New-

man, ii p :riwt~, Criddle, and - - --- Smith, ----- -
witnesses sworn in Court and sent before the grand jury to give 

evidence. 
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B.I. 

Commonwealth 

v) Indictment 

H~ward Criddle I 
William Smith 
Myrtle Curry _ 

Misdemeanor 

April term, 1!27 

A True Bill: 

lf/J:~0¼ 

D. W. Earman 
Commonwealth 's At torney 
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OOJOIOJJWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, 

COUNTY OF ROOXINGHAK, TO-WIT: 

In the Cirouit Court of Said County: 

!he grand jurors in and for the body of said county 

of Rockingham and now attending said Court at its April term, 

1927, upon their oaths do present that Howard Criddle, Wm. Smith, 

and Myrtle Curry, within one year next prior ~o the finding of 

this indictment, in said county of Rockingham, did unlawfully 

manufacture, sell, offer, keep, store ·and expose for sale, give . 
.. , .. ' . ~ .. 

away, transport, dispense, solicit, advertise and reoeive orders . 
for' ardent spirits, · ag'snnst the peaoe·1and dignity of the Common-

wealth of Virginia. r . J • ' -~ 

. 
The jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths aforesaid, •do 

further present that Howard Criddle, Wm. Smith, and Myrtle Carry, 

within one year next prior to the finding of this indictment, in 

the said oounty of Rookingham, did unlawfull y have in their poa

session ardent spirits, against the peace and dignity of the Com

monwealth of Virginia. 

The jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths aforesaid do 

further present that Howard Criddle, Wm. Smith, and Myrtle Curry, 

within one year next prior to the finding of this indiotment, in 

the said county of Booklngham, did unlawfully receive ardent 

spirits, against the peaoe and dignity of the Commonwealth of 

Virginia. 

This indictment is found on the testimony of Frank 

Bewman, Criddle, and ------- ------- Smith, witnesses 

sworn in Court and sent before the grand jury to give evidence. 
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Commonwealth 

v) Indiotment 
. 

Howard Criddle 
William Smith 
_},fyrtle Curry 

Mlademeanor 

April term, 1927 

True Bill: 

R. L. Yancey, 
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Mr. J. Frank Blackburn, 
Clerk Circuit Court, 
Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Deer Mr. Blackburn:-

Port Republic, Va.,March 10, 1927 

Enclosed herewith warrant, Commonwealth vs. Howard Criddle 
and Billy Smith which explains itself. In view or the complication in making the 

arrest or these men, Mr. Newman claims he is entitled to a double arrest fee in 
view o! the fact that~ gallons o! liquor were captured in an automobile and more 
than one car was necessary in transporting these men to jail, besides, Mr. Newman 
was compelled to run the captured car to Harrisonburg. Please arrange to handle 
in connection with the next Grand Jury, and oblige. 

Yours 

of the Peace . 



•. 



Know all men by these presents that we, J.E.Sheeta fl?ld 

Howard C. Criddle are held and firmly bound to the Commonwealth of 

Virginia, in the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), to be 

paid to the said Cotmnonwealth, its certain attorneys, executors, 

administrators,or assigns, . for the true payment whereof we bind 

ourselves, our heirs, executors, administrators, firmly by these 

presents. 

Sealed with our seals and dated this 4th day of Karch, 

in the year of 1927. 

The condition of the above obligation is su&h that whereas 

the ea.id Howard C. Criddle has been arrested upon a warrant, 

charging him with the violation of the prbhibition law of Virginia, 

and whereas he has waived a preliminary hearing upon said warrant. , 

NOW, THEREFORE, if the said Howard C. Criddle shall well 

and truly appe~ before the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, 

on the first day of the next term thereof, to answer an indictment, 

if one be found against him, touching said off~ncy,and do wn:x:QX 

not depart without leave of court, then this obligation to be null 

and void; otherwise to remain in fu.11 foroe and virtue. 





~mow 11 mvn by these presents that 

~cJ;/J,,JI(~ ~ (Jr!'il: held nd 1 l y bound to t e Co r:ionwe· 1th of 

• irgi 11 ~ , in t he sum o ... 1 ve Hundred Dol l rs ( . 500. 00} , t o be 

paid t o t he c• 'd ·Jom:nonwe ..:..lt' , i ts cert ai n ttorney , executors , 

admin i.s ·r to r .s .-o · i.SSic:,ns, or . e tru.e puyment whereof ,e bi nd 

ourselve s , our eir , exe ou.t or s , dni1n1strators , ·firmly by these 

:presents . 

'"ealed wi t our oeGtlS n d da t e d th" 4th day o ... March , 

int e yo r of 1927 . 

'J: e com.ii tion f t bove o 11 ;.;a tion is su t h t h t wherea s 

the said ti/A~ fr s been rrected upon a ,. rrcc n t , 

charg1 , h im ii th 'the viol tion . of o r .b i b i i o ~ l av of i 1~g1n 1a, 

nd whereas e h a ' w~i ved ~ prelir.ina.ry c a ri ,.,. u on · i w rrant . 
. ~ ' f , . ' ·. 

TH:,, , :-01t j:, ·if t e s · ~ w~ . shall ell 

n d t r l l y i :ppe· r befo ·e t h Gi r o i t 'Jou.rt o.f oc :i n_; am owity , 

on t a fil'St day Q J. t he next term thereof , 0 unswer an indictme t , 

if one e :fowid ins t i ·ouchi .,.. s ~ .;. d . offen·c~, nd do JIDXQll · t -

not depart ·11 thout le ave 0 .1. court , th ~n th· o obli a tion to be null 

•..1 d void; otherwi se t o r em~.1.in in :f;J.ll force and vi r t ue . 
. 1,wz_·. 

~'d_iff ~ vfl~J,,_~ ( 3;, ). 

Z 2lt.~,~~ • ) . 
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IBS!RUC·TION NO. ---
The jury are insti-ucted that it is not su:ff1cient to the 

oonviotion of the defendant that the evidence shall have shown that 

he was an occupant of the oar containing the liquor while the same 

was being transported, but that in order to such conviction it must 

have been shown, beyond any reaso~ble doubt, that the defen~~t had 
w r l ( r1 

some interest in the liquor or oA4.o,;r and assisted in its tranaporta-

ti9n in some way other than merely being present in the car, even 

though he may have fully known that the liquor was .being so trans

ported. 

INSTRUCTION NO. ----
The ~ury are instructed that when liquor is found in a 

car, occupied by two or more persons, the same is presumed to beloJl6 

to them jointly; but it is sufficient to overcome this presumption 

that the defendant shall have introduced sufficient evidence to 

create a reasonable doubt of such joint ownership. 





In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are h ereby comnuinded to summon ..... . 

to appear before the Judge of the Circu,it CoU,rt ~cin_ghctm County, at the Court 
H01,1,sethereof, atl0o'cloclc, a . m ., onthe .... / tf..... .. .. '!l!c,,y of'. .~ ... · ...... 19 .... :t-7 
to testify and the truth to say in behalf of;.;}J_e Commom~alth befo,,7·~ j h e Grand Jury 
~ ~ ~~r.~ -~~ . . 

. . 0.? .. ~~ ~ . . . . . . ... 
who standf'char_gecl with a,nd indilfed f or a f elony misdemeanor . 

.11.nd this .. .. ~ ..... shall not om,it under the pena,lty of £100 . .11.nd have then 
a,nd there this 1Vrit. 

Witness, J . F. B L.11. CKB U R.lf, Cler le of 011,r sa,id Court, at the Cou,rt House, the 
'.4 day of . .. .. . ~ ' '. ..... , 19--y. and in the . .. / -::-:~ · of the Commonwealth. 

, Clerlc. 

News-Record. H,1rrisonbura, VlJ. 





In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of ~~~('-~Cc~ rty, 

Y ou, are hereby commanded to sum,mon. 

·.·.·.·.·.~····~··@~ ft~•······-·········· 
············· · ·· / ~····· · ···················· -z_ ··············· ··· ;;j,·~·· ···· ; ······················ · · ···· · ···· ············ · 

........ ~~ .. ~/..~ ... . : .... ....... . ;······· 

. . 
to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court 
Hou,se thereof, at 10 o'clock, a. m ., on the.. .H..~ay of ~ ·· ····19 .~/ 

to t e8.~ify a~~ th~ thee:::;z:;;::::/~.:.·.. . ................. .. . 
who stands charge with and indicted for a f elony misdemeanor . 

.i/.nd this.. . .. .. /.. .. . .. . shall not omit under the penalty of £ 100. .i/.nd have then 
and there this Writ. 

Witness, J . F. B LACKBURN, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court Hou e, the 
7 .. 0 .ilay of . .. ···~····' · .. , 19 .ct<'~n the kfJ7 - Commo wealth. 

j : .. a.. .. .. ..... ...... . ..... , Clerk. 

News-Record, Harrisonbnrll. Va . 



Executed on t he 2nd. day of May 
of Augusta by delivering a true 
Summons in w:riting to W.P.Davis 

1927, wi t hin the Counw 
copy of the within 
in person. 

___ --,j·~· _,u.o _ _ . _J_r_ -,-,jf--- "1,---- - -Deputy 

S.A.C. 



Arrest Warrant 

COM~ONWEAL TH OF VIRGINIA, } TO WIT : 
R OCKINGHAM COUNTY, { 

To any officer , a Constable of said County: 

Whereas, S. F . Newman . De put y fo r C. • R • C • of the said County, has this day made 

complaint and information on oath before me, _ _:.._-C.._L_c._D_i_n_s_m_o_r_e ___ __ a Justice of the said County, 

that Howard Criddle and Billy Sroi t h 

of the said County, on the- ~3~r~d~---- day of arch 192_:J_, in the said County, did 
v; bile under the influence of unlawful spirit s, possess, trans port and operate 

an ~ut omobile containing s everal gallons of liquor. 

These are therefore, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to command you forthwith to appre

hend and bring before me, or some other Justice of the sa1d County, the body of the said.------

Howar d Criddle a nd Billy Smi t"-"h=-----~--------- --
to answer the said complaint and to be further dealt with according to law. And you are required to sum-

mon -------------------

to appear and give evidence in behalf of the Commonwealth, on the examination touching the said offence. 

No. 38 NEW S- RE CO RD CO., HARRI SO N BU RG, VA. 



Commonwealth 

vs. 

Howar d Criddle and 
hilly iludt h. 

-----------------------Judgement. 

Prelimi nary hearing 
wai ved by defendants, 
t herefore, their cases 
are sent on to the Grand 

::~rg!;~o: ::m~!e!:einv- , 

charges with the follow- , 
ing oosts: 

Arrest 
Just i ce 

$20.00 
1.00 

Mileage taking 
prisoners to jail 6.40 

Total $27 .40 

Given under my hand this 
7th day of March, 1927. 

&~~.....-n 
Justice of the Peace. 

t• , ,n 

Commonwealth 

' . 
vs. } Ar~est Warrant 

.. Ho.w.ar d ... Cr i .ddl.e ... ......... ...... .................... . 
Billy Smi th 

Execu ted the w ithin warrant by arresting 

and deli vering the body of 

Howar d Criddl e and 

...... B.i .l.l.Y. .. . S.mit .h .... ...... ...... .... . 

before ... .W.4 .. .. L .•... D.insm.ora ... 

a Justice of Rocllingliam County, and by sum-

111oni11 t,! the within named witnesses in person , 

this ~r.d. .. .. day of . .lvi~r.c,:.h ..... 19.~ 7. 

~Aim:~~~~i(~ 
Deputy f or 0 ,11 ,D6ve , S , R. C, 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You, a,re hereby com,m,an dcd to su1nnwn . 

to c1,ppear before the Judge of the Circu,it Coz1,rt of Rockingham County, at the Court 

Hou,se thereof , at 10 o'cloclc, ci . m., on the ..... /.f'.. _;if:.;?__da.y of'. .... ~ .: . ... 19 .. :e-7 
to testify and the truth to S<~y in behalf of ~ om,mon7j/'alth __ be~ore the Grrmd Ju,r y 

. ~ .. ~ /.?n/' ~ 

.. 1/h-q:~ ~ . ... . 
who stcufds charged with nnd indicted for a f elony niisdemewior . 

.11.nd this ... .... ~ ~-<-... . shall not omit under the penalty of £ Z 00. .11.nd have then 

anrl there this ;,·Tt:·-····-7--. 
/i ::,:; J o;:t(:U~~ c;zn:,:u;h:aidz ourt, at the Court Hou,e, the 

2-.. ~ ... ~~ ... ..... ~ 
6-

News-Record. Harrisonbnra. Va. 



Executed on the 16th day of April 1927, by delivering a true copy of the within, summons, to rs. Howard Crittle and rs Sarah Smith, in person. ..,l'.at}lf(!J:¥ Dept. 
For, Jno. F. Taylor, S.A.C. 

' 
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,, 

J 



---

/, ) 

I I s 

3 . 3 v 



In the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, 
........ .. Term I90 ... .... , 

.. ..... ..this day presented in Court an account against the Court 

of R ocldngliam for tlze sum if$ ..... . . . .... ... . , for Service. 

w!tich being sworn to, was ex amined and approved by the Court, and ordered to be certijied to the Treasurer of 

tltis county for p ayment. 
. ..................... ..... Clerk. 

Form 192-Berlin . 



CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY 

......................... ~..... ..Term, 19 . /. 

... ... 4~ ... ~,. t 
has been sworn in open court as a witness before the 

Grand Jury. 

--,~, I-. /. ... 2 
/ .. . 11 .. t . it ... ................... ....... . 

Clerk. 
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