
CO ,[ON rE..i.\LTH OF VIRGI NIA , 

COUNTY OF ROC KINGHAM , to-wit : 

In the Ci rcuit Court of said County : 

he jurors of the ommonweal th of irginia i n 

and for t h e body of said county of Rockin ham and now attend­

ing said Court at its .Tune term , 19-32, upon their oaths do 

present that Layton Rodgers, on or about May 21, 1932, in said 

county, did unlawfully have in his possession about a quart of 

ardent spirits (moonshine liquor ), against the peace and dignity 
of t he Commonwealth of Virginia . 

This indictment is found on the testimony of 
/ G. A. Lawson , D. V. Shifflett, and .John R. Logan , witnesses 

sworn in Court and s ent before the grand j ury to gi ve evidence . 
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v) Indictment 
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True Bill : 

Foreman 

"'itnesses: G. A . .Lawson 
D. W. Shi fflett 
Jo hn R. Logan 

D. W. Earman 
Commonwealth ' s Attorney 

~ 



yf=--,c-MZ ;;, 
Commonwealth of Virginia-City, C9unty of, to-wit: 

To the Prohibition Inspectors, Sheriffs, Sergeants, and all Police Officers and Constables of the State of Virginia 
-Greeting: 

WHEREAS f h "d City 
... 0 ';;a:uw 

has this day made complaint and information on oath before me, .. 
"lle 7-·V·· 

of the said City / County that he verily believes, that in the said City / County and State: 
(a) That Ardent Spirits are being unlawfully manufactured, sold , kept, stored, possessed, h d, used and con-

cealed in a certain ~ ... ..~.r~c:(P_<.✓..;,_ . .. ~ .a., .. ~ .f ..... .. ~.~ .. . 
Here describe the place. house. room or ~ l case mav be 

by one ..... ...... ...... ...... .. ~ .. ~~ ... ./. .} ~ .. . elk .. ... ............ ...... ..................... .. .................................. .... . 
Give name, if name unknown, say, " Vll os name is to the infor111ant unknown" 

(h) A sti11, still cap, worm , tubs, ferm e111ters and other appliance. connected ·with such still and used, and mash 
and other subst ances, capable of being used , in the manufacture of A rdent Spirits, are unlawfully in the pos-

session 0£, and unlawfully used by one r- . . .. . .. .. . b~ ~4;;[-. ~ ...... .. . .. ........... ... ... ... .. . 
Give name, if name unknown , say. " Whoc;-ia,~e is to the informant unknown" 

111 a certin ~r~ ... /?~. ··· ·····~ ··~······ ·· ·· 
Here. describe place as in (a) above 

(c) Ard ent Spirits are being unlawfully kept, held, stored, concealed , used, sold , and unlawfully transported in 

certain baggage or a certain vehicle, t o-wit : a certain ....... ... ....... . ... ..... ....... .......... ........ ..... ... .. . . 
Here describe vehicle, auto, wagon, carriage, buggy, boatJ baggage or what not 

by one .. ....... ........ . ... ...... ... .... .. .. . 
Here j(ive name. or describe as in (a) ahovr 

And there being reasonable cause for such belief: 

THESE ARE, THEREFORE, IN THE NAME OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, to com­
mand you, with all necessary and proper speed and assistance, to search the house, place, baggage, boat or ve­
hicle herein designated, either in day or night, and seize such ardent spirits and their containers and other things 
apparently possessed or u sed in violation of law, and bring the same and the person or persons, in whose posses­
sion they are found, and also any person resisting, impeding, obstructing, or in any manner hindering or delay­
ing you in the execution of this warrant before me, or some other officer having jurisdiction of the case, to be 
disposed of and dealt with according to law; and make r eturnr of this warrant showing all acts and things done 
thereunder, with a particular statement and sufficient descripti on of the things seized and the name of the person 
in whose possession found, if any, and if not found in the possession of any one, so state in your return, and post a 
true copy of this warrant and the return thereof, as required by law. 

Given under my hand and seal this ... ~ . ./.day of.~ ...... .. .. 193 2(-' 
.. .. L Ll ¼ ·· · · . . ~9~ (SEAL) 

Title of Magistrate 



DIRECTIONS 

I. If only Ard ent Spirits and conta iners be seiz ed 
the Magistrate shall fix a time not less than 10 
nor more than 30 clays from the elate o f r eturn 
for the hearing of said return. If no cla imant ap­
pear, the Ardent Spirits and articles are to be for­
feited to Commonwealth. Any person claiming 
any of same must file a written claim stating par­
ticularly the character and extent of his interest 
therein, whereupon the Magistra te shall certify th e 
wa rrant, written claim and articles claimed, to the 
Circuit or Corpora tion Court , as the case may be, 
for determination, and declare the unclaimed a r­
ticles forfe ited. 

2. If sti ll , s t ill cap , wo rm . tub s, heater, fc rm ente r s, 
or any app liance co nnected with a st ill an d used. 
or m ash or o ther sub stance capable of bein g used, 
in th e manufa cture of Ardent Spirit s, be seized, 
th e mash (a ft er taking sample ) shall be dest royed, 
and the fact s and a rticles se ized reported to the 
prohibition Commissioner and Common wealth 's 
Attorn ey. (A copy of this warrant and proper r e­
turn w ill be a imfficient notice and report. ) Ard ent 
Spirits and contain ers disposed of as . in N o. I 
above. 

3. If Ardent Spirits a re being transported in an auto­
mobile, boat, wagon, buggy, or other vehicle, th e 
Ardent Spirits and conta iners shall be preserved 
and th e vehicle shall be delivered to the Sergeant 
of th e City, the facts reported to the Prohibition 
Com•missioner and Commonwealth 's Attorney an d 
Ard ent Spirits and containers disposed of as pro­
vided in No. 1 above. (A copy of this warra nt and 
proper return w ill be sufficient r eport.) 

4. A copy of this warrant a nd the r eturn th ereon 
must be posted a t the front door of th e house, or 
on th e door of the room, or on th e premises at th e 
p lace the Arde11t Spirits may be fo und. 

See Sections 21 ½, 22, 23, 23½ , 57 and 57½, Acts of 
Assembly, 1918, Pag e 578. 

WARRANT TO SEARCH FOR ARDENT 
SPIRITS, ETC. 

Commonwealth of Virginia 

73zt~,~ 
E x ecuted th e within warrant this ...... ... U.. ... ~ .. .. clay 

of ~ .. .. .... . ,19 j_ roy searching the 

wit11111 s ta ted .. .... ... /~ .. .... .. ... .. . 
Herc s t at e house, r oon,, place 

an d by seizin g th e fo llowing describ ed Ardent Spir it , 
and o th er things th erein fo und (a nd a rrest ing th e 
above nam ed per son found in possession th ereof) and 
by post ing a t ru e copy of thi s warra nt and the return 

hereon on th e 
H ere say place, house, J·oom , boa t, 

D escrip t ion of Ardent Spirits and other s things 

?~i~~,J 

)?iven under m y hand thi s ...... . J../. ... f.:'.. ...... day of 

T,x.~777$~ .I _ 

-~~ 

The following named officers and persons as­
sis ted me in the execution of this warrant: 

· ~/- ~ ... ~ . .. ............... .. .. .. ........ ... .. .. .. 

.. "ltl~::~~~~ 

. ...... ... l f~ .. .. . ··~ ········ .. ......... .. . 
than above sta ted t e following are wit-

nesses : 

T hi s matt C' r se t fo r hea rin g on the .. .... day 

of , 193 .. 

No cla im of ownership or interes t in any of the 
sa id things seized having been filed herein in com­
pliance with the law, the same are hereby adjudged 
and decla red confi scated and forfeited to the Com­
monwealth. 

of 

Given under my hand this 

193 .. 

... day 

··· ····· ······ ··· · 
Title of Magistrate 

W ritten cla im of ownership or interest having 
been fi led to certa in of the said things herein seiz­
ed, this warrant , th e said claim and the thing s in 
the cla im particula rly describ ed, are hereby certifi ed 

to the .. ... .......... .. Court of this 
for determina tion, and th e said things unclaimed a r e 
hereby ad judged and decla red confiscated and fo r­
feit ed to th e Commonwealth . 

of.. 

Given und er my hand this 

... .. , 193. 

.. ... day 

T itle of Magistra te 

N O T E.-U nless warrant issued for Ardent Spirits 
being tran sported in vehicle, boat, or baggage, it is 
to be retu rned to · the jurisdiction from w hich issued. 
If issued fo r A r de nt Spirits so tran sported, it can be 
execut ed in a ny part of th e State, and r eturned to a ny 
just ice in any county or city th roug h w h ich they a re 
carried. 



Arrest Warrant 

Commonwealth of Virginia, _ - I- . L7 
Rockingham County, ____.~ ~ ~~~ ~ v-cJ ~-~- ---

To ...... :1:../-i. ........ } ......................... ~ ............................................... , a-Consta15re of said County: 
Whereas, ....................... ~.L. .. l.. . . ::.Y.:: ................. ~ ....................... 

7 
..... J/. the id County, has this day made · 1 

complaint and information on oath before me, ..................... r.., . .£J.1... ............... ~.~ .. a Justice of the 
said Cou~ty, that. ........................ ......... £.~ ... -i:::~ ........... .I.. . ... o. .. d..r.~················································································· 

. of the said County, on the ........ -4 ................... ........ day of ............. ~ .............. , 19 .. J .. 7.,in the sai_d County, did 
' . 

These are therefore, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to command you forthwith to 
apprehend and bring before, me or some other Justice of the said County, the body of the said 
.................. : .................................................................................... _ ................... ~ -7 +=~ ······+1·~u ct~- -···········································-' ······ 
to answer the said complaint and to he further dealt with according · law. And you are required 

to summon ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... . 
' ! I 

to appear and give evidence in behalf of the Commonwealth, on the examination touching the said 
offence. 

Giveii under my hand and seal this .. _,4-;,····-··········day oL ..... ·- ············J··· ··· ···- ·······-, y ar 19. 9-:::.? 
· ....................................................... . ... f .. ... ' ··········_ ····· .········J .......... ·. ··················J.~ P. [Seal] 

l 

I I 



STATE OF VIRGINIA-COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, TO-WIT: 

I, a Justice of the Peace In and for the 

County of Rockingham, Virginia, do hereby certify th at ... ...... ~ ... ....... ......... ..... .... .. .. ..... ..... .......... ... : ........................ .... and 

...................................................... .. ... ................................................................... .... as his 11uret ........ , 

have this day acknowledged themselves indebted to the Commonwealth of Virginia in the sum of ......... .. ........ . 

............. ....... ...... ....... ............ ................. Dollars (~ .......................... .......... ) to be made and levied of their goods and chat-

tels, upon this condition: That the said ................... ......... . : ........ .......•........... .. .... ........... . shall appear before the under-

signed or the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, on the ... ................. day of ... .................................... ......... , 19 ........ , 

and not leave hence without leave of the said Court, to answer the charge in this warrant, or to await the 

action of the Grand Jury of the said -County upon the within charge . 

Given under. my hand this, U1e ..... ..... ...... day of ............. ..... ... .. _. ....• .... .. ,. ... _. ..... ...... , 19 .. ..... .....• 

,.-
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA. 

1'0 THE SHERIFF OF ROCKJNGI-1 AM COUNTY, GREETINGS: 

We command you, that you tak __ ___ __ 0},;tr;i'~----- if he be 

found within your baili-wiek, and him safely eep, so that you have his body forthwith before the 

Circuit Court of Rocking'ham County, at the Court House thereof on ________________ __ _ _ 

to answer us of a certain_ 

indicted. 
/4 

And have then and there this ·writ. Witne . . - , Clerk of our said Court 

,it the Court House the ___ "fo_j, ______ day oL-- -¥-=---, in theJ:ef? year of 

the Commonwealth. 



COMl\f ON,iVEALTH 



In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 

You are hereby commanded to summon .. . ~ tr t~~ ~~ .= ~C,~~°.t~~. ~r~~ti.°.g: 

who stands charged wiJ!1 and indicted for a .j.eJ.9wy misdemeanor. 

And this ..... ... ... t:.R._.. . . ... ... ....... shall not omit under penal!)' of £100. And have then and 

there this Writ. 

day of 

;BERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Cp1J2, at the Court House, the //~ .. 

" 7 f -,m,1 ;. ,h, l .fit:.1:::r~ . Cl"k 

P 6 L. PRE SS , HAR RIS ON BU RG. VA. 



~?<ecu te d ~ .,, .... · 1 

within Summons to ::::£(; .. - ~ . ;tf:;f£: · ~ ~{,; 

_In nAri:>,nn 

' ~ ~ . 

i 
~ 

-~ 

~ ~ 

:::~ 



Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To th ~,,,m;z;,;;µ;11t:;:;;;t!~···· 

heriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 
A / A"-7,~ .. / ... if~ ~ .. 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham 
at Wo?{iock, a. m., on the -.3- day of ~ 

County, at the Court 'House thereof, 
3 Z--19 .. .. .. . , to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth before the GRAND JURY 

who stands charged with and i ~~;;1~ •··· ·· ········ icted for a felony misdemeanor. thm~~;:;_ ~ ·· ... shall not omit under penalty of £ 100.' And have then and 

P a L. PRESS . HMtRIS ONSUf\G , Y4 



·---- ----- -•-4 ·. -- -- · - 4- .. .Jl.&. - .I - - .. - .a. ~-- ___ .,....__. _____________________ _ ~------------·-•------· 
_ __ ... •- "°"-•- ·-.. .SL ·•--.- • ,•- • - - ---,- - _. .. _.,, ,._,.; ,. .. J ; -- • • . .. - ••••-•••---•--•--•• - • ........ .. ,. ... ,. ,. . ,. .... .. .;. ! .... t; ~ .. •- ~- •;,, 

e8;_C.i 1 in perso-n, 

~\~ 
\s\ ~ 1 \r l 

i . 1 
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i COMMONWEALTH 

v. Misdemeanor (Pro.) 

IA YTON RODGERS 

, I 
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