
COMJIAON EALT H OF VIRGINIA, 

COUNTY OF ROCKINGU ,: , to - wit : 

n tie Circuit ourt of said County : 

0 t Virgini and for 

the body of said county of Rock i ngham a nd now att ending sa id 

Court a t its October term , 1932, upon their o at hs do present 

that James Higgins, who was heretofore convicted of viola ti ng 

th e Prohi bi tion Laws of the State of Virginia, in the :rv;ayor ' s 

Court at Harr isonburg , Vi rginia , to - wit , on Decemb er 3, 19 28 , 

and wtlo then and there was sentenced to pay a fine of fifty 

dolla rs , d i d on or abou t Sep temb ~r 27 , 1932 , i n said count y , 

unla wful ly have i n his possess i on about three pints of ardent 

spiri ts (moonshine liquor }, against the peace and di gnity of 

t he Commonwea lth of Virgin i a . 

/ This i~ctment i s found on the tes t i mony of John 

Logan a nd S . F . Newman, wi t nesses sworn i n Court and s ent be

fore the grand jur to give evi denc e. 



Commonwealth 

v) I ndictment 

James Hi ggi ns \J. 

Misdemeanor 

Oc tober term , 1 932 

Witnesses )fohn R. Loga n 
S. F. Newma n 

D. W. Farman 
CoIDI2onwealth's Attorney 

,,, --11 



Arrest Warrant 

Commonwealth of Virginia, } 
R k. h C To-Wit: oc mg am ounty, 

T#,~~t~ a&0 cr ~ (ms~ ofsaidCo~nty: 

WhereaU ~ -1:1::?t~.() ... .. ~ .. .... .... . rO of the said Cav~as this day made com-

pl,t:~nformation on oatR be£ e me, .... .. .... .. .... ~ .......... ..... . 

:::~h'P:~~ '7://<:~n~~es~ . {:1 

ha.xv ~ . f.2ca P, 1:t. a .::, ..ea ::r .S.L. .. ... q_ .. UJ. . .. 
~ · e;1:;;; f & ~~ :;l(fl:u/7.~. :~~~ .. C.~<.-:-rv. 

~l, ~r. a. w. ~ f:~'( . /-4 .. ~6.~ . ~ .... ±-& .... ~~~.- ~ 
J:: //LE> ~ 7. f l;!~ .~Q .. ~ .t /&.~ .. ~ .!?. 

~~etre, ?f ,h~ :.~£ fj, C~ o~~~;lth of Virgi · · a, to command you f~i~h,;;i;h ~~ ~PPre-

hend and bring before me, or some other Justice of the said County, the body of the said ... ... .... ... ........... .... . 

···························· ········ ············ ·················· ·· .. ·· ···· ~ q,~<:-~ ~ .. ~ .. . ~L..7,~ .. ~ ..... .... ................ .... . . 
to answer the said complaint and to be ~ rther'ii-lait with accor~aw. And you are required to sum-

mon ...... ........... ........ ... ....... .......... ... .. . ~ .... ~ ...... ... .. ( .. ~ .. r. ... ~ ........ ~ .. ~ .. .... .... .. 
···· ············ · · ······· · ······ ...... . . .. . · ········· · ············· ······ ·· ···· ·· ·· ······· 

to appear and give evidence in behalf o 

Given under my hand and seal this . :?.-:- 7 day of 

Service Press- I 70 



STATE OF VIRGINIA-COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, TO-WIT: 

I, ....... ... .... .. .......... .... .... .. ... .. .. ..... .. .. ..... .. ...... ..... ... .. ... . .. , a Justice of the Peace in and for the County 

of Rockingham, State of Virginia, do hereby certify that. .......... .. .... ... ..... ........ .. ... .... ... ..... ... ........ .......... ..... .... and 

. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ... . . . .. . .. . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . .... .................. ... .. ........... as his suret ...... , 
have this day acknowledged · themselves indebted to the Commonwealth of Virginia in the sum of ..... . 

..... ... Dollars ( $ .. ... ...... ..... ...... ) to be made and levied of their goods and chattels, up-

on this condition: That the said .... ..... .. ........ ... ;······· ···· ··. . .......... shall appear before the ~dersigned or the 

Circuit Court of Rockingham County, on the .. .. .... ...... day of . . .. .. .... ..... ............. . ..... , 193 ... . , and not 
leave hence without leave of the said Court, to answer the charge in this warrant, or to await the action of the 
Grand Jury of the said County upon the within charge. 

~ 
~ c., 
§ 
~ 

Given under my hand this, the .. .. ... ...... . day of .... ...... ... . : ... .. ......... .. ..... .. .. ... ... ... ... ........ , 193 ........ . 
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Commonwealth of Virginia, 
Rockingham Countg, To- Wit: 

BE IT REMEMBERED, that on the ... <?.9.~ .... .. ... day of... ..... A\~~\~.~······························ ...... , 19 .. ~.?r 
...... ::i .. J~.~ .... JU D:.Ss'J1..S .............. ............ .... .............. ........................... , principal and .......... J.o.hl.L .. :8 .... ,S:.1.i. "".' .. :e.y.: .......... ............................ ... . 

surety, who j t1stified t; his sufficiency, came before me, -··· ·······~~~'=:.f..:f~.Y. ........ ' .· ..... P.E:lY. .. ~~.;'. .. • .... ................................ . 
..... Be~t1 .... ✓.o .. · :.J.i.s.s.i.o.ne :.. .. ..... . ............ ........... ............ ... ... ......................................... , of the said County of Rockingham, 

(]. P. or Bail Commissione r) 

and acknowledged themselves to be indebted to the Commonwealth of Virginia each in the sum of 

T:7.0 ... 1- LD.RED .... F.IFT.Y .... "'."'·"'·····""·~'·""·"'·"'·""··""··""'··~·""·"'·"'··'°"·""' ·.,,·"'·"'·"'·""·:-e·"'·""·""·""'·· Dollars, ( $ .. 25.0 .•. 0.0 ................................ ), 

to be levied of their respective goods and chattels, lands and tenements, for the ..ise of the Common-

wealth of Virginia rendered, and they each severally waved their homestead exemption to their re

cognizance; yet upon this condition: 

That if the said .... . J.2..1.1 .~ ... :}J s_:f\J.1$. .. ... .................... .... ... .. .. .. . shall personally appear before 

the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Courthouse of said County, on the .. ......... L::>.t ... day of the 

.. 0.c.t. b.e.r . .. l.9.32 ............. .............. .. Term thereof, being the ... . l.'l..th .... day of ......... . c.t.o.b.er .. , ..... 1.9.3.2 ...................... , 

~ ............ , and at such other time or times to which the proceedings may be continued or further 

heard, and before auy court or judge hereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with 

the said charge, and then and there answer the Commonwealth of Virginia concerning a certain 

............ Lli sd.e ·,i.eano.r ......................................... whereof the said ...... ................. '!..;;.: e-S•··••l-~tss· ·.-nE· .································· ·····stands 

charged, and be bound under said recognizance until the charge is finally disposed of or until it is 

declared void by order of a competent court, then the above recognizance shall be null and void; other

wise to remain in full force and effect. 

IN WITNESS ·W HEREOF, I hereunto affix my si 30 " ()'l s t ......... ........ ............ day of... ...... ':'.~':? ... : .... ....... . 

.................................. ................................... , 19 ... ~.?..-. ...... • 





Commonwealth of Virginia-City, County of, to-wit: 

To the Prohibition Inspectors, Sheriffs, Sergeants, and all Police Officers and Constables of the State of Virginia 
-Greeting: 

WHE REA S City 

has this da a Oc Name of Mairistrate 

mf~~atm~'?::,,:: me: oijs,;;]~·· ··.· .. · ___;•
h

e said .._ 

of the said City / County that he verily believes, that in the said City /County and Stat : 
(a) T hat A rdent Spirits are being unlawfully manufactured, sold, kept , stored , poss s eel , held, used and con-

(b) 

cealed in a certain ;$,'r.'.f.".~ .... .. ... ~ .. ~ ···<:f?.µ···{. .. ~ ..... } .......... .. .. .. . 
H ere describe the place, house, r oom or boat, as th~ case mav be 

by one ............ .... .. . . .. . .. .. .. .. . ..... ~ '! . f~ ·o/· 1· k .~-1 .. < Give name, if name unknown , say, " W hose name is to the infon,,ant unknown" 

A still, still ca , worm , tubs, ferm ernters and other appliances connected w it h such still and used, and mash 
and other subst ances, capable of being used , in the manufacture of Ardent Spirits, are unlawfully in the pos-

session 0£, and unlawfully used by one 

in a cert in ~~~ r+..,.,,.~.., 
Here describe place as in (a ) above 

(c ) Ardent Spirits are being unlawfully kept, held, stored, concealed, used . sold, and unlawfully transported in 

certain baggage or a certain vehicle, to-wit : a certain 
Here descr ibe veh icle, auto, wagon, carriage, buggy, boatJ baggage or what not 

by one 
H ere ~ive name. or describe as in (a) ahove-

A nd there being reasonable cause for such belief : 

THESE A R E, THEREFOR E, I N THE NAME O F THE COM110NWEAL TH OF V IRGIN IA, to com
mand you, with all necessary and proper speed and assistance, to search the house, place, baggage, boat or ve
hicle herein designated, either in day or night, and seize such ardent spirit s and their containers and other things 
apparently possessed or used in violation of law, and bring the same and the person or persons, in whose posses
sion they are found, and also any person resisting, impeding, obstructing, or in any manner hindering or delay
ing you in the execution of this ,varrant before me, or some other offi cer having jurisdiction of the case, to be 
di sposed of and dealt with according to law; and make return of this warrant showing all acts and things done 
thereunder, with a parti~ular statement and sufficient descri ption of the things seized and the name of the person 
in whose possession found , if any, and if not found in the possession of any one, so state in your return, and post a 
true copy of this warrant and the return thereof, as required by law. 

>--

Given under my hand and seal this ..... --2!r... . ay of..... . . .. . ~ . 193 ... .. .. . 

•·• ·· · · · ·· .. ···•· ·· ····~ ( . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . t . . , . ;; H~;;;;:;~ 



DIRECTIONS 

1. If only Ardent Spirits and containers be seized 

the Magistrate shall fix a time not less than 10 

nor more than 30 days from the date of return 

for the hearing of said re turn. If no claimant ap
pear, the Ardent Spirits and articles are to be fo r 

feited to Commonwealth. Any person claiming 

any of same must file a written claim stating par
ticularly the character and extent of his interest 

therein, whereupon the Magistrate shall certify th e 
warrant, written claim and articles claimed, to the 

Circuit or Corpora tion Court, as the case may be,

for determination, and declare the unclaimed ar
ticles forfe ited. 

2. If sti ll , sti ll cap, worm, tub s, hea ter, fermenters, 
o r any app liance co nn ected w ith a still an d used. 

o r mash or other substance capab le of being used, 

in the manufacture of Ardent Spirits, be seized. 
th~ mash (after taking sample) sha ll be cles troyecl, 

and the facts and articles seized r eported to the 
prohibition Commissioner and Commonwealth 's 
Attorney. (A copy of this war rant and proper r e

turn wi ll be a sufficie nt notice and report.) Ardent 
Spirits and containers disposed of as in No. 1 
above. 

3. If Ardent Spirits are being tran sported in an auto

mobile, boat, wagon, buggy, or o ther vehicle, th e 
Ardent Spirits an d containers shall be preserved . 
and the vehicle shall be de livered to the Sergeant 

of the City, the facts reported to the Prohibition 
Commissioner and Commonwealth"s Attorney and 
A rdent Spirits and containers disposed of as pro

vided in No. 1 above. (A copy of this warrant and 
proper return will be sufficient r eport.) 

4. A copy of this warrant and the return thereo n 
mu st be posted at the front door of th e house, or 

on th e door of the room, o r on the premises at th e 
place the A r el ent Spirits may be fo und. 

See Sections 21 ½, 22, 23, 23½, 57 an d 57½, Acts of 
Assembly, 1918, Page 578. 

WARRANT TO SEARCH FOR ARDENT 
SPIRITS, ETC. 

Commonwealth of Virginia 

~~~ ····· 

Exec~~ d ~e within warrant this :::Z.L. ... ...... .... clay 

of . ~~ .. ..... .. . ;;;J"J£.-:;J by ;;archmg the 

with in stated .. ~~ .. .. ~ .. ~ .. 
Herc state house, room , place 

and by seizin g th e fo llowin g described Ardent Spirits 

and o th er thin gs therein found (and arres ting the 
above nam ed person fo und in possession thereof) an d 

by posting a true copy of thi s warra nt and the return 

hereon on th e ······•··· .. ...... . . 
H ere say place, house, room, boat, 

auto or 

seiz ed 

relent Spirit s and oth ers things 

~/?L... . .. .. 

Given un der my hand th is ...... ~ .. Z. ............. day of 

;Y'~R#' 

The following named officers and persons as-

, ;,ted ~ce~ " .. 
.U~~~ .. .. .... .. .. ........ .. ............. ................ . 

Other than above stated the following are wit
desses : 

J ... 

df 

T hi s matter se t fo.r hea ring on the 

, 193 .. 

...... clay 

No claim of ownership or interes t in any of the 
said things seized having been filed herein in com-

1 liance with the law, the same a re hereby adjudged 

"ind decla red confiscated and fo rfeited to the Com-
1'1'1o nwealth. 

Given under my hand this . ... day 

oiL 193 

. ...................... . 
T itle of Magistrate 

W ritten cla im of ownership or interes t having 
been filed to certa in of the said things herein seiz
e,cl this warrant, the said claim and the things in 
th~ cla im particula rly clescribecl, are hereby certified 

to th e .. .. .. ..................... Court of this 
fb r determinat ion , and th e said things unclaimed are 
iiereby adjudged a nd declared confi scated and fo r
fe ited to the Commonwea lth. 

Give n under my hand this ... ... ........ .. .... ... .... clay 

oL 193 

....... ..... ... ........ 
Title of Magistra te 

N OTE.-Unless warrant issued for A rdent Spiri ts 
bein g transported in vehicle, boat, or baggage, it is 
to be returned to the jurisd iction from which issued. 
If i~sued for A rde·nt Spirits so t ransported, it can be 
execut ed in any part of the State, and returned to a ny 
jus tice in a ny county o r ci ty through which th ey are 
carried. 



CIRCUIT COURT OF .R1)~GHAM COUNTY oc1 t ......................... 
7 

.. ...... Term, 19 ..... . µ ,~ ~ .. 
has Been sworn in open court s witness before the Grand 

Jury. 

···· ····· ··;-·; ··· ·· "'· ···· ··· ··· ··· ·-- ~- ··· ····· ····· ·· ······ ·········· ·· ······ ···· · 
Clerk. 
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