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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HADISON COUNTY

)STATE COMMISSION ON CONSERVATION AND
DEVELOPMENT OF VIRGINIA, Plaintiff )

)
)
) No. 82

At -Lav;
v.

)
i
)D. F. ANDERSON ET ALS and 55,000

ACRES OF LAND Hi MADISON COUNTY, VIR- )
GINIA, Defendants )

In the matter of the claim of R.rD. Koontz,
E. C. Koontz, C. M. Koontz and Vance H.
Koontz, an infant, to 1111 acres of land in
Madison County, Virginia.

*

V

Evidence taken before the Appraisal Commissioners of

Madison County, Virginia, by consent of the Appraisal Commission-
*

ers, the Petitioner, and the Defendants, at Sperryville, Virginia,

cn the 26th day of Llay, 1931.
*

PRESENT:
<

i

S. R. Price, Attorney for Defendants
W. C. Armstrong, Attorney for the State
Commission on Conservation and Develop-
ment of Virginia.
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R. D. Koontz, a witness of lav/ful age, being first

duly sworn, deposes as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION: Mr. Price.
Is your name R. D. Koontz?

It is.XL.
How old are you?0..
56..a.
Where do you live?V .̂
Marksville, Page County, Virginia.
What relation, if any, were you to the late C. G. Koontz?

XL.

His son.A.
You alleged in the ansv/er on file of E. C. Koontz, C. M.

Koontz, an infant, Vance H. Koontz, and yourself, that your

father died seised and possessed of a tract of land containing

1111 acres. Is that correct?

A. Yes sir.
I will ask you to file with the Appraisal Commissioners, a

description of this land by metes and bounds as contained in

your answer.
I will do that.«£L.

I have the answer here that I will file
gentlemen.By Mr. Price:

Mr. Koontz, what is your occupation?

Farming.
You own any farm lands in the- Valley of Virginia, in Pagei.

County?

Yes sir.
Who has interest in this 1111 acres of land that they are

undertaking in these proceedings to condemn?

C. K.,.R. D., E. C., and Vance II. Koontz.
The three first names were sons and the last was a grandson?

A.
t

Yes sir.XL#LAW OFFICES

B R O U N & P R I C E
ROANOKE, VA.

\



2

ft. Who ?/as Yance Koontz’s father?

Glenn Koontz.A.
ft. Is he dead?

He is.A.
ft. Is this his only heir at law?

His only heir.
He died before your father?ft.
Yes sir.A.
Is your mother living?0..
Yes sir.A.
Has she any dov/er interest in this land?ft.

A. Ho.
Her dower interest in this 1111 acres of .land was taken into

consideration in assigning her home tract?

A. Yes. She has no interest in this whatever.
r> Mr. Koontz, v/ere you horn and reared on a farm?«4* 5

I was.A,
A
«*• Will you state to the Commission what opportunity you have

had to know about the values of land in this section of the country

where this land is located this 1111 acres?9

I have worked on it all my life.A. I went over there and.
• cleaned it up r/hen it was only a forrest there.
P »

straight, I sav/ed the timber, cut it

For sixteen years

cleared up the land, and

v/orked from 40 to 75 men there every summer for fifteen years.
In the meantime, did your father have grazing cattle there?

Yes, all the time, but he didn’t graze so many at this time

ft.
A.'
of course.

What do you consider the value of the entire tract?

$35,000.00.
ft.
A.

You think that is a conservative value of it.ft.
I really think I put it in too cheap.

•»
Would you be at all willing to sell, and what would you ask

A.
ft.
for it if it wasn’t for the condemnation?

LAW OFFICES
B R O U N & P R IC*E
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I could have sold it for more money it if wasn’t for theA.
condemnation.
ft. How many acres has been cleared up and in sod?

About 700 acres.A.
What is the character of that land?ft.
Rich blue grass land.A. All you have got to do is cut down

the brush and it is really better there than where it has all

been cleared out.
ft. Some brush on this sod land?

Some, and in connection with the sod, it is really better

and more valuable to the place than where we have just the blue

A.

grass.
What do you think this 700 acres of land is worth Mr. Koontz?

I priced it as a whole but I would

say that the 700 acres is worth ^35,000.00 itself.
You mean ^35.00 an acre?

The 700. I don’t know.J X ,

By Mr. Armstrong:

Yes, I think it is worth that.A.
ft. I wrant you to tell the Commissioners whether it is good

grazing land for cattle.
It certainly is. Here like last year we wouldn’t have hadA.

any grass at all where the people graze heavy cattle,

people had to sell their cattle on account of it.
A good many

Some people

asked me to graze their cattle and ,keep them on my place a short

while and some of the cattle in twenty days, took on 75 pounds.
Were they weighed when they were taken on your place and tak-si. en

off.
No., but they had nothing to eat and were turned in my place.

It was all right to keep them there until they could sell them so

they were put on.
How many cattle will that 1111 acres of land in your judgment

A.

r\

carry?

A. Well, the shape it is in now, 250 heads of cattle and 500

sheep.
LAW OFFICES
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What about the water on this tract of land Mr. Koontz?ft.
Its fine.A

•a. There wasn’t but one spring that dried up last
year on my place.

Wasn’t last year unusually dry weather?ft.
Unusually dry weather. It didn’t get me out of water thoughA.

Mine still held up.
ft. Are these springs free running?

Free running.-tt..
ft. Is there a spring now that runs from the mountain top to

Dark Hollow?

A heavy stream all the time.A.
I want you to tell the Commission if the water is fine waterft.

for cattle. How does the grass and water both seem?

Well, yes it is good grass and water.
The flies are not bad because as far as the brush is concerned,
they can go in there and knock the flies off.

A. Both seem to be good.

Describe the character of this landft. Koontz. Tell theMr.
Commissioners where this land lies.

Well, it lies right on the backbone of the Blue Ridge Mtns.
Is a very large area

A man looking at it from the valley would be
surprised to see that mucji land on the top, wouldn’t he?

Yes sir, to see that much land on top of the mountain, they

would be surprised.

jfck•

Is this a table land on the mountain?
t

..of it in table land?

A.

ft. '-That is the length of the grazing season.
5-g- or 6 months. You can run them there for six months butJX.

we
usually we do not. Yes,/can keep them there for six months.

You now have cattle on the mountain tract.ft.
When the weather gets warm, we take them up on the mountain

tract and when the weather gets cold, we bring them back down.
They hold their weight better that way.

What will an average 800 pound steer put on up there in the
grazing season?

A.

LAW OFFICES
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300 to 325 pounds I think.
Lighter cattle will put on 200 pounds?

About 200 pounds.
Mr. Koontz, as one of the owners of this tract of land, I

suppose you desire the Commissioners to take a view of the properly?

I will meet them and take them up there any time.

A.
<4.
-ci.
<4-
A.

CROSS EXAMINATION: Mr. Armstrong.
Mr. Koontz, are you your fathers oldest son?<4.
No sir..a..
I didn’t catch what you said your age was.

A. 56.
How long did your father own this property prior to his

death.
About 40 years I expect.A.
Y/as it all in one tract?

I can't answer that question.A.
You don’t know?<4.

A. No sir.
You know what it originally cost him?

I don't know, but I know he spent $1,000.00 dollars a year

for 15 years, making a total of $15,000.00 dollars,

record for that much of it hut since then I haven 1 t known.

A.
I have a

I ask you, do you know the original worth?4.
No I don't.A.
He had saw mills?<4.
Stave mills.A.
There was «.ever any valuable saw timber?

Yes there was.A.
He never sawed any?<4.
No sir.A.

LAW OFFICES
B R O U N & P R I C E

ROANOKE, VA.
He just cut it up in staves?
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A. Yes.
He didn’t get much out of it?<4.

A. No, just expenses. He cut the timber off the land for

grazing purposes.
4* Just about broke even?

Yes.A.
4. How long has your father been dead?

About three years.A.
4. At the time of his death, what other real estate did he have1!

The home tract.A.
How many acres?

EES acres.A.
4. What other real estate?

105 acres in the Parks Place.A.
4. Where was that, in Page County?

Page C’ounty.
That is in the park area in Page?

A.
4.

Yes sir, in the park area.A.
4. In addition to that, he owned 1111 acres in Madison?

Yes sir.A.
What land was allotted to your mother as her dower?

The land lying East of the road, that with all the buildings,

the home tract, the EES acres.

4.
•A.

4. The ESS acres, that with all the buildings was allowed your

mother as her dov/er?

No. It was sold subject to her dower interest and her dower

was sent her, aad everything East of the road in the entire estate

A.

ISO acres, not the ESS acres.
She was left ISO acres as her dower with the buildings and all

By Mr. Price:

4*
»

on the ISO acres.
Yes sir..

4. • What value was put on her dower?
•v

I don’t know wh'at value was.

A.

I don’t think it was valued.A.LAW OFFICES

B R O U N & PRIC'E
ROANOKE, VA.
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When you say that they didn’t value it, wasn’t her dower

laid off to her by commissioners.
4.

A. It was.
<4. Did they value it?

Did they value it.A.
Yes.4-

A. Not in figures. Just in addition with the other lands, her

dower v/as given her out of this part of the land.
What value was put on your fathers land, the whole estate?4.
I don’t know.•tt.*

‘4- What value did the Commissioners put on this 1111 acres?

The Commissioners put on this 1111 acres?A.
Yes.4.
I don’t know.A.
Were you present at the time the Commissioners valued the4.

property?

I was.A.
Can you recall any assessment they made so as to be able to4.

tell the value of the 222 acres for your mothers dower interest

of your fathers land?

No, but they thought the dower a fair dower interest and weA.
were all satisfied with it.
4. Do you know whether or not the report of the Commissioners is

on file in Page County showing the value of this property or not,?

A., I wouldn’t think so.
What became of the rest of the lands of your fathers? HaveH*.

they ever been divided among your fathers children?

The home tract, you mean?A.
All the tracts.4. What I am trying to ask you is, has your

*
fathers estate ever been divided or is it still in awhole?

I bought part of it - -A.
4. ’ You mean that you bought the 222 acres, her dov/er interest?

any but
She didn’t have any dower interest in/the 222 acres.A.LAW OFFICES

B R O U N & P R I C E
ROANOKE, VA. Did you buy your mother’s dower interest?In the 222 acres.4.
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A. Have I bought her dower interest?

Yes.'i*

I haven’t bought her dower interest.jLm

How much taxes do you pay on the 1111 acres in Yadison County4«

annually?

I don’t knot/, but it is 068.00 some-068.00 and a few cents.A.
thing.

You remember the assessed value per acre?4.
A. No.

You say you could have sold this 1111 acres but for the fact4.
that the condemnation proceedings to take it for a park?

*I have had several opportunities and people 7/ould have bough

it as it stood but they wouldn’t buy anything in the park area.
A.

It is for sale.4.
A. No.

If you could have sold it and it isn’t for sale, you haven’t4-
been hurt much.

No, but I could have sold it. There are certain parts thatA.
I don’t need.

Did anyone ever make you an offer for the 1111 acres?

I just donVt recall the facts.
7/ell, when you say that you could have sold it but for the

proceedings to take it for a park, you are merely stating it from

your opinion and not based on any actual offer for the land?

Yes, this is my opinion.
As a matter of fact, you have received no offer for thisllll

acres at all, nor for any part of it.

4.
A.

,.4.

A.
4.

A. No.
You managed it last year for your fathers estate, didn’t you?4.

A. Tres sir.
Did you

^
have any of it in a crop?

No, just garden.
Did you mariage -.it year before last for your father?

Yes sir.

A..
4.LAW OFFICES

B R O U N & P R I C E
ROANOKE, VA. A.
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Did you have any of it in crop?

Just garden.
Last year - - can you give the Board an estimate of your

ft.
A.

°i *

income from this tract of land for last year?

7/ell, I didn’t keep a record, I don’t believe I could, weA.
didn’t have near as many cattle up there last year as we could

graze. There was about 225 heads last year.
ft. You had 225 heads last year?

Y/e could have grazed 125 or 50 more.A.
Last year was a rather dry year, wasn’t it, and you could have

grazed more?

’4.

A. Yes.
Good pastiire scarce in that neighborhood?ft.
Yes, but this wasn’t hurt as we didn’t even have enough inA.

there.
Did you attempt to secure cattle to graze?ft.

A. I did.

ft. Nobody wanted to graze cattle as dry as it was?

Not until they got short of grass, then they came to me and

I took in about 50 or 60 heads the last month.
7

In October, was it?

A.

‘ft.
In September or October.A.
The year before wasn’t such a dry year.ft. What did you do that

year? How many heads of cattle did you have that year?

A. Something like 100.
ft. You have sheep too?

A. Y/e have sheep but we have been keeping them on the mountain

place.
This is a better place than the mountain place, isn’t it?ft.
No, I don’t think so.A.

if you would like to,

well, say 3 year'h, how many cattle did you run on this place?

ft. .. Taking it over an average of 5 years

LAW OFFICES
B R O U N & P R I C E

ROANOKE, VA. Well, it isn’t only a question of how many we have grazed there,2X.
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but how many it will graze.
I wanted to know how many you had the year before.
We had about a hundred.A.
You had sheep too?

I don’t remember the number but I think we had about oneA.
hundred heads of sheep.
<4. The fact that it is so far away from home makes it undesirable

to have sheep on account of dogs, doesn’t it?

A. No sir.
*4. You aren’t afraid of dogs?

A. No.
You have grazed on an average for the last 5 years between4-

150 and 175 heads of cattle?

Yes.A.
You never made a practice of grazing sheep there?<4«

A. No.
If you think as you testified that this land will graze on an

average year, 250 cattle and 500 sheep, if you will pardon me for

criticizing your business, but you haven’t gotten as much out of

this land as you could have.
I realized that but I couldn't get the cattle.
Couldn’t you have supplied your neighbors with grazing land?

I could have given it to them.
Wouldn’t they have been delighted to keep them on this fine

A.
4.
A.
<4.
pasfure?

I don’t know about that.A.
You couldn't even rent it out for the grass?0,.
You could stock it.A

-a.
You didn’t .stock it. >*

Nevertheless, it is there to stock.
So is a gold mine in Alaska there but the trouble is you can’

I was. wondering that if it was such good grazing land
you wouldn’t take advantage of it.

A.

j*

get to it.
LAW OFFICES
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I v/asnft in a position to stock it myself but the grass isXX •

there.
You claim 700 acres of grazing land will graze 200 cattle

and 500 sheep.
he pretty heavy, wouldn’t it?

I didn’t say 700 acres of grazing land,

of grazing land.

That is an acre a head for the whole and that would

A. There is 1111 acres

You evidently couldn’t have put very much value on the other

land. You couldn’t have put very much value on the other acres

as the 700 acres is what you figured on to make a profit on your

grazing. Now, 700 acres is $50.00 an acre. Of course, that isn’t
any question of figuring. Don’t you think that is a right high

price?

4.

I don’ think so.
wouldn’t take $100.00 an acre for it.

Is any land selling for that?

If it wasn’t for this condemnation, Iii.

I don’t know.A.
You consider that the 700 acres is worth $35,000.00 regardless

If all the buildings were burned off or

4*

of buildings or anything,

moved, you would still have that figure on it?

Yes sir.A'.
Q,. The buildings are not so very valuable,are the}r?

A. Not so very.
3,. Let’s see, what buildings are there. You have a tenant house

there, haven’t you, you have three tenant houses. One was

recently occupied b; Mr. T. B. Breeden, 5 room house, isn’t it

partly log and - partly frame with a porch, shingle roof, and in

>

fair condition?

Fair condition.A.
4- What insurance do you carry on that house?

5150.00.A.
7/hat is your estimate of a present fair price for that house?

V *

About $150.00.LAW OFFICES

BROUN & PRICE.
ROANOKE, VA.

A-h..
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n Now, get dovm to the tenant house occupied by John Weekley.A.
That’s a log house, isn’t it? Six rooms?

Yes sir.A.
0,. Two rooms are sealed with a brick chimney?

Yes sir.A m

A. Shingle and paper roof?

Yes.A.
You know what insurance you carry on that house?

$300.00.
Q,.
A.

What is a fair cash value for the house?4.
About ^800.00.
About ,300.00.

A m

n You are getting farther and farther away,

aren’t you?

Well, back up a hundred then.A•

Let’s get down to the other house occupied by Gorden Cave.Q,.
That is a log house, 14 by 35, 4 rooms, stone chimney, shingle

roof, and in fair condition?

A. Yes sir.
Do you carry insurance on that house?

Yes sir.A m
y

•'Q. How much?

A. $100.00.
What is a fair price for that house?

#

$300.00.
Q,.'You don’t carry enough insurance, do you?

I don’t pasture down there so much so it isn’t worth as much.
NOT/, could you, would you care to without going through and

listing all the other buildings, give an estimate of what the

other buildings*are worth?

About $100.00.
Nor all‘the others?

Z-
A.

A.
A.

AT.•

J*

A. Yes sir.
A .

LAW OFFICES
B R O U N & PRIC*E
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value of all the buildings then is $1100.00, isn't it?

A. I think so.
When you say that there is 700 acres of cleared land, did

you say,-how did you arrive, if you attempted to make a separate

estimate of it or are you merely guessing?

7/ell, no.
there he said would have close on to 800 acres in the boundary theft
was cleared up.
will take you over it if you want.

1-

I»Ty father told me years ago that he had a tractA.

I can take ĵ ou up there and let you see it and

Gentlemen, to be perfectly

frank with you, our estimates don’t show quite that much cleared

land, and I was wondering how far wrong we were,

perfectly frank

Who is. going to bring me back?

Telling you

our Engineers have a fair estimate, in fact, onlj

416 acres, you think that is too small?

Yes, that is too small; there is quite a strip of good graz-
ing land there.
A.

If it is in brush you don't estimate that at as high a value

as the other, do you?

I wouldn't make any great difference in it. I wouldn't inJX.
case of a drought like last year.

You don't let your Page County lands grow up in brush do you ?

I wouldn’t if I didn't have this other land.A.
Do you know of anyone that would let it grow up to be more0..

valuable?

Wo, but I know they let it grow up.A*

4. Where is your home farm?

Wear Marksville, Page County.
You don’t let it grow up in brush to be more valuable?

I try not £ut I don't use that for grazing.

A.

A.
• o •

PE DIRECT EKAI.IIWATION: Mr. Price.

Mr. Koontz, something is said about the history of the title
of this land. Didn't your father and - Mr. Warren Koontz of

•4.LAW OFFICES
B R O U N & P R I 0 E

ROANOKE, VA.
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Culpepper own a tract of land of which this was a part. Didn’t

your father get about 5,000 acres in that original tract?

I don’t remember.A.
4. I believe his portion of that was approximately 2,000 acres?

About 2,000 acres.
Didn’t he pay §2,000.00 for the two tracts of land?

A.
4.

About that but I’m not sure.A*

4. He has owned this land for about how long?

About 35 or 40 years.A.
That’s all unless the Commissioners wish to ask you something

RN CROSS MXAMINATI0N: Mr. Armstrong.

I believe you said you couldn't
m

furnish any estimate of any profits that you made on this land

in the last 5 years?

I omitted to ask a question.4.

I haven’t any record of it.
Do you think you have made 6$ interest on §35,000.00, on this

land in the last 5 years?

Done what?

Made 6$ interest?

I doubt if I have.

No.fc..

A.
4.
A. I just haven’t been in a shape to do it.
I haven’t been in a position to use it financially, I mean,

cattle would be there today if I could to it, but its there any

The

time I want to put them there and it will take care of them.
Your estimate of §35,000.00 is an arbitrary estimate

In other words,you feel that you wouldn’t want to take less

4. isn’t

it?

than that for this property regardless of whether you have been

able to make 6^ interest on it in the past.?
That hasn’t* anything to do with it.A. The interest on the prop

erty is there just the same. It is worth the money.
to

You make that as an arbitrary statement. Nobody has offered..
you anything for -'it..

LAW OFFICES
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By Mr. Price: Mr. Koontz, I want to ask you a question,
about this land up there. Any of that grazing land for sale up

there?

No.A.
Could you buy it?

No, I don't think they would sell it.
They all want to keep their property?

4.
A*

4.
A. Yes.

BY MR. ARMSTRONG:

Q-. I believe I understood you to say that you could have sold

this land for $35,000.00, if it wasn't for the condemnation proc-
eedings.

I believe I could.A.
4- Then somebody must want land.

There is really more land than we need or wanted and we coule

have sold it, could have unloaded it but for the proceedings.
A.

They killed it.
4. You speak of unloading it.

Just a certain portion of the 1111 acres was more than we-ex *

*wanted.
There was some you wanted to unload?0»*

77e night have*A.

Mr. Louderback, a witness of lawful age, being

first duly sworn, deposes as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION: Mr. Price.
o Mr. Loude»back, where do you live?

Stanley, Page County, Virginia.
*Nhat is your business?

I'm Cashiey of a country Bank at Stanley, and a farmer.
I believe you are at present a member of the Legislature,

A*

Q,.
jf

A.
4.LAW OFFICES

BROUN & PR fC E
ROANOKE, VA.
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Page and
Yes, in/Warren County.
Did you pass any of this in the Legislature?

A.
q.

I don’t think so.
Hr. Louaerback, where were you horn and reared?

R. F. D. #1, Stanley, Page County, Virginia.
I want you to tell the Commissioners whether or not all your

life you have seen cattle from your neighborhood and were carried

to this neighborhood to graze?

I was reared on a farm touching the land of Isaac Long and

q.
A#

q.

A.
The}7' also owned grazing lands and I have seenMr. Jacob Koontz.

them drive cattle up there for 45 years.
You are in the farming business?Q,.
Ever since I have been old enough I have owned farm land inA.

Rockingham and Page County.
You have been on this 1111 acre tract owned by the C. G.q.

Koontz heirs?

quite a number of times in the last 20 years.
Mr. Louderback, what do you think that 1111 acres of land isq.

worth?

Using a knowledge of a tract of land that I have of my own

that I use for grazing purposes.
*'would say

adverse conditions, but on an average of 11 years, properly fin-
anced, properly stocked, and you can make an income of $4,000.00

A.
Using that for an example, I

not according to the value of it last year or in

o> more.
q. Did you give that as a minimum of the estimate? I wish you

would tell the Commissioners just how you got that estimate.
A. I have 132 acres of land which I use for grazing purposes,

q. Where is your property?

A. In Rockingham and Page Counties,

q. How does it compare with this other land *

It isn’t as good as the Blue Ridge Mountain grazing land but

I am using the results which I secured for the 132 acres of my own

A*

LAW OFFICES
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land, I am using that for a basis, not using it for the Koontz
land. I have 50 acres of sod land and 80 acres of timber and
brush. I carry 26 to 28 heads of 900 pound cattle on that. Using

that as a basis, I think the Koontz land would carry about 225
of 800 pound cattle each season and that these cattle would in-
crease in weight about 250 pounds per season, making a total
increase of about 55,000. pounds, valued at 7^ per pound would
equal 13850.00. From this gross amount, I would deduct *150.00
for them on account of repairs to fences, taxes $75.00, *'250.00
annually for sprouting, and interest on the sum invested in

cattle 225 would be $359.60. I would figure on the loss of two
of the steers, $112.00. The loss of profit on two steers, $35.00,
total deduction, $991.60, that leaving a net profit of $2258.40
which capitalized at 6% equals $47,640.00.
Q,. Mr. Louderback, I want you to tell the Commissioners something

about the weight that will put on cattle on this land.
A. On cattle that I have seen taken up there by Mr. Koontz in

the Spring and taken home in the Fall?

3. Yes.
A. Mr. Koontz had a pair of scales himself.
Q,. Did you ever know a finer old man in your life than Mr. Koontz• /

‘A. I didn’t. They took on anywhere from 250 to 350 pounds per
season. It depended upon the quality of the cow and the quality

of the grass.

o

The old gentleman has been dead a long time?4.
Yes sir.-ft.*

I want you to tell the Commissioners about the nature of the
soil and the water. Is the soil sweet or sour?

Well, the soil in the Blue Ridge region and in the Koontz
soil, its blue grass and it seems that the elevation with the blue

A.

grass and a plentiful supply of water, the cattle do much better
than down in the Valley.
Q,.
A.

J*

The elevatiop helps with the flies?

Yes sir. Considerably.LAW OFFICES
BROUN & PRICE

ROANOKE. VA.
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Q. Mr. Louaerback, I believe you have had an opportunity to ob-
serve Mr. Lee Long’s cattle hen they cane off of that mountain.
He always carried about 250 cattle on his land, didn’t he?

A. Yes sir.
Q,. Did his cattle do well?

Yes. In fact, I have always been fond of live stock and when

I found out that anyone was loading live stock, I always went

A.
down to the wens.

I belike, when there was a foreign market he did export some
of his cattle, didn’t he?

A. Some were exported.
Q,. For that 1111 acres of land, do you think ,;35,000.00 is a

conservative price?
m

A. I think that is very reasonable. I do not understand these

gentlemen when they say on the basis of last year or any particular

year about making the interest on your money, but take it on a

basis of 15 years, if a man can stock it as it should be done, I

think the estimate is conservative.
o. Do you know anybody that is selling land up there?

A. No sir.
t

Couldn’t take it array from them, could you?<4*

No sir.JX.

CROSS EXAMINATION: Mr. Armstrong.

Apy of them want to unload it?3..
A. No. I think that was an unfortunate expression that Mr.
Koontz used.

Mr. Louderback, you ever tried to buy any land up there?

Yes, I have tried to buy some of this very land of Mr. R. D.A.
Koontz1 s.
n .* What offer did you make?

I didn’t make any offer.
%.

V/e walked over the skinniest pa tA.LAW OFFICES

BROUN & PRICE
ROANOKE, VA.

• ,
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of it and he wanted JSO.OO an acre for it.
You weren’t interested in the skinny part were you?

100 acres of skinny land up there?

I don’t know, but I consider the skinniest part of the land

Is there

A.
he had good.
Q,. It it was skinny, it must have been skinny, wasn’t it?

A. When you go up there, it look like rocks everywhere but the

cattle certainly do fine.
You are a banker, aren’t you?

A. Yessir.
That is your paying business?

A. Yes sir.
Do you ever hear any complaint about farmers and grazers not4.

making any money?

I don’t know any one but salary men that have made any money.a.
Probably lawyers, school teachers and bankers thatthis year.

have made any money.
This wouldn’t have been one of the years that a man could

have made 6$S?

I lost money on my farm last year.A#

Didn’t you graze your farm last year?

A. Yes.
Q* How did you lose so rnucfc. money?

4

A. If you paid ^50.00 a piece for them in the Spring and in the

Pall you couldn’t give them away, wouldn’t you consider that you

had lost money?

You did lose money, didn’t you?

A. Yes sir because last year was an unusual year. I said taking

it on an average of 10 years.
Q,. Over an average of 10 years?

<»

A. Properly stocked, C. G. Hoontz’s land of 1100 acres, that

he could make $n income of not less than 6)o on ^40,000.00.
.. at do you mean by properly stocking it?

4.

LAW OFFICES
BROUN & PRICE

ROANOKE, VA.
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Putting enough cattle on it.
Would you lend Mr. Koontz the money to stock that farm?

A.

A. No. Mr. Koontz isn’t in a financial condition to borrow that

much money.
4, I don’t understand.

It isn’t Mr. Koontz’s. It belongs to the Koontz estate.A.
It is material to you?

Our bank doesn’t lend money on live stock, nothing but goodA.
safe bank stock or liberty bonds.

According to you - -
We don’t lend on cattle at all.A*

Could you do better, according to your own figures here?4.
We have never had any request here in our neighborhood for

a loan on cattle and the bankers of this section of the state

don’t lend on cattle.
You are evidently not familiar with the banks in Rockingham4»

County?

A. I am not.
They think cattle the best invest ent that they can make.
We don’t take cattle as security, but if the man is good we

lend him money to buy his cattle, but we don’t take cattle as

4*

-a.•

*

security.
You don’t think much of the cattle business?

A. That is not the case with us.
Q,.

^
I am not asking you the policy of your institution.
The people in our'part of the country can borrow money with-A.

out putting their cattle up.
I was just wondering if this farm , this tract of Mr. Koontz’

of which 700 acres is cleared will carry on an average of 250

<1. s

*
cattle and 500 shoep per season.

I don’t know about that but the conclusion I made was whatA
J±.
I In connection with my ovra land, but on the same basis of sod

and brush land, I estimate that he had 500 acres of good grazing
* «,

land and it is almost the same as mine, my 132 acres.
LAW OFFICES

BROUN & PRICE
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Ho;v familiar are you with this tract?

I have been over it quite a few times.A.
Y.Tien was the last tine?

I had my Sunday School class over it last November.A. I took

them for a hike.
Did you go over it.
Over part of it, but in the last 20 years. I have beenA.

practically all over it.
Do you know of your own knowledge the number of cattle that

Mr. Koontz grazes on there and their weight?

No sir, I do not out of my own knowledge.A.
Q.. Then, what you have said about what weight his cattle put on

is heresay, isn’t it?

A. It is now.
By Mr. Price: You are confusing the Koontz* s.

Q. I am speaking of Mr. C. G. Koontz.
I haven’t made any statement about Mr. C. G. Koontz.
Are you talking about Mr. C. G. Koontz?

I was talking about my familiarity with cattle, using Mr.
Isaac Koontz, I helped him in the fall, helped him weight them

but as to Mr. Ct G. Koontz, I am merely comparing.
You are merely comparing,

own knowledge at all?

A.

You don’t know anything of your

I am speaking from my knowledge of cattle.
Q.

^
It all depends upon the cattle, doesn’t it?

In an average year, with an 800 or 900 pound steer, they would

it.

A.
pick up 250 pounds during the season easily.

Mr. Charles Sellers, a witness of lawful age, being first

duly sworn, deposes as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION: Mr. Price.
Mr. Sellers, where do you live?

* . „

I live 3 miles South of New Market in Rockingham County.
LAW OFFICES
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You are a son of Mr. Jake Sellers?0..
Yes sir.A.

Q. Mr. Sellers, what is your business?

Well, I am a farmer and stock dealer.A.
'1. How long have you been in the cattle business Mr. Sellers?

Since I was 21 years old.JZ.»

How old are you now?

I will be 65 in October.A*

o.. Have you bought many cattle on the Blue Ridge, in Page County?

Yes sir.A.
Bought them year in and year out?

Yes.
Mr. Sellers, were you and your father and your family large

dealers in cattle?

A.

We have bought right smart cattle, sheep, hogs and stock of

My father at one time owned 1400 acres of land there.
A.
all kinds.
Q. And was one of the most active cattle dealers in that section

of the country?

Yes sir.A.
You have been brought up in the cattle business?

A. With my father.
Have you been on this 1111 acres owned by the Koontz heirs?

Yes sir.A.
When were you on this land, Mr. Sellers?

I was on there just a few weeks agb.A.
I want you to tell the Commissioners what in your judgment

that 1111 acres of land is worth.
Just from an estimate of it, if I wanted to buy it I would

say about ^40,0(?0.00
A.

You have been buying cattle off of there for several years.
*

A. _ Wot lately.
Seen Mr. Kobntzls cattle lately?

4.

LAW OFFICES
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Yes sir.A.
Have they been doing well?ft.
Yes sir.A.
How many would that land carry?ft.
Several hundred I would think.A.
What do you estimate would be the value of pasturing thereft.

for steers?

I just don’t understand you.A. By the month, do you mean?
say

Yes. What do you think a man could pay for it,/an 800 lb.ft. steer?

I don’t exactly know.
ft. What do you estimate a steer would put on in that kind of sod?

About 300 pounds I suppose in six months.
In the grazing season?

A.
ft.

Yes sir.A.
Anybody with you when you ’went over this land, Mr. Sellers?ft.
Yes, several was with me.A. Mr. Bidler was.
Mr. Bidler?ft.
Yes sir.A.
I want you to tell the Commissioners whether Mr. Bidler is aft.

large stock dealer.
Yes sir, he handles a lot of cattle during a year, handles

a lot of cattle as he owns a large farm.
A.

ft. A big feeder of cattle?

Yes sir.A.
ft.'Have you got any interest in this Koontz estate or related to

the Koontz heirs?

A. Ho sir.

CROSS EXAMINATION: Mr. Armstrong.
You live near the valley pike?

Yes sir. About 8 miles east of it. My farm adjoins Mr.
*

Kilmers farm, just a ridge between us, adjoining fences.
Are you acquainted with any other farms in MadisonCounty? I

ft.
A.

'4*
LAW OFFICES

B R O U N & P R I C E
ROANOKE, VA. want to ask you if you know of a farm of 700 acres owned by Mr.
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George 7/. Kinsey?

A. Ho sir.
This farm of Mr. Koontz’s of 1111 acres,4. did you ride all

over it?

Ho sir, I couldn’t say I went over all of it.A.
Did you see it all?

Yes sir, I saw it all.
4.
A.
4. Could you say how many acres of cleared land there was?

I would say there was about 700 acres.
You went over it and looked at it for the purpose of testify-

A.
4.
ing here?

Yes sir.A.
By Mr. Price: That was the reason you went over it. For the

express purpose of putting a value on it.
A. Yes sir.
Q,. (Mr. Armstrong). Was that your first visit to the farm?

A. Ho sir. I was on there about 20 years ago and several times

since then.

Mr. V. L. Bidler, a witness of lawful age, being first duly
}

. sworn, deposes as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION: Mr. Price.
4* Mr. Bidler, where do you live?

I live in Rockingham County.
Your people were originally from Page County?

A.
4.

Yes sir.A.
What is your business?

I am a farmer.
.*You are a cattle dealer?

I deal right much in cattle.
to

How many a year?

About 100 cattle a year.
* •«

Besides cattle you buy to ship?

4.
A.
4.
A.
si.
A.LAW OFFICES

B R O U N & P R I C E
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A. Yes sir.
Mr. Bidler, have you recently been on this 1111 acres owned

by the C. G. Koontz heirs, on the Blue Ridge in Madison County,
Virginia.

ft.

Yes sir..a.
Q.* What do you think that 1111 acres of land, taking into con-
sideration the water and sod, is worth?

Around $38,000.00 or $40,000.00.
depends on how anxious a man would be to own it.

Not much good unless used for grazing?

A. Something like that, but it

ft.
No.

ft. Is it good land?

A. Yes.
ft. Is the sod good?

A. Yes.
ft. How many cattle do you estimate it would carry Mr.

About 400, maybe a few more or a few less.
Bidler?

It would dependA.
on the season and kind of cattle to be grazed and etc.

What would you estimate that character of grass would put on
a steer in a year?

ft.

;
About 250 or 300 pounds, I believe.
Have you bought any cattle off that ridge?

A.
ft.

Yes sir.A.
Bound cattle on there to suit you?

A. * Yes, for the last 15 years.
What would you estimate it would' be worth to pasture a steer

ft.

0.»
a month?

I would say $1.50That would depend on the size of the steer,

or $2.00 a month.
Depends on the size, 1, 2 or 3 years?

Yes sir.*

Tell the Commissioners whether 6r not that farm is well water-

-a.

ft.
A.
rs

ed for grazing purposes.
It is well watered, even right on top.

LAW OFFICES
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Mr. Armstrong.
You say a fair price for grazing steer would be from $150 to

$2.00 per head?

Yes sir.

CROSS EXAMINATION:

A.
Per month?

Yes sir.A.
What size steer?

You take a steer two years old, it would be $2.00, under that

it would be $1* 50.
The younger they are the more you can graze?

Yes, they wouldn’t need as much.
How long would you be willing to pay that price, how many

months in the year would you be willing to pay that price on that

A.

Q.
A.
0..

farm?

I would think there would be five months at least that the-r i-.
grass would be good, may be six months.

You are familiar with the boundary, are you not?0,.
A. Yes sir.

What would you be willing to rent it for for grazing during

the season?

You mean the whole boundary?A.
Yes.<4.
I just don’t know.A.
Well, if you are familiar with it - -

A. , I figured it - -
How did you figure it?Q,.
I figured it this way - - that it was grazing about 200 cattl

and it would put on about 250 pounds on them.
How did you figure that?

.V

That would figure around $20.00 a head.
Would you be willing to give that for rent?

A.

4*

A.
4.

• Ho.
What would you be willing to rent if for?Q,*LAW OFFICES

B R O U N & P R I C E
ROANOKE, VA. I don’t know what I would be if I was in the market for it.A.
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Put it this way, what would it be worth to rent for the

season? Would it be worth $4,000.00?

There is a possibility there. A man that wants it, it would

be good business. The possibility is there.

ft.

A.

I am not speaking of the possibility.
I understand.lx.
It is a business proposition.
I understand.
'Would you offer to gay $4000.00 a year for that?

A man would be taking a good chance.
You would want at least a 50$ margin on that?

Yes sir.
(By Mr. Price: There is a lot of office buildings in
Luray that you wouldn’t want to rent at all too.

ft.
xx.

4*

A.
ft.
xx.

Why wouldn’t you want to rent them, why wouldn’t you?n
<4.

There is a lot that hare been rented there.A.
Of course there is.ft*

The same way with other things.
But as highly desirable land as this shouldn't be vacant,

particularly in such a lucrative business as cattle raising.
ft.

I haven’t known a time when it was vacant.xX. :
‘

ft. How many heads of cattle did you say it would carry?

A. About 200 cattle. It would depend on the season.
A man always has to depend on the season?ft.
Yes sir.A.

By Mr. Price:

Has it been the custom of the people to rent it or stock itft.
with young cattle?

I suppose they rent it or probably keep it stocked too.
Keep it stocked with other young cattle?

Yes sir*

When the cattle market doesn’t look good, they don’t stock
ft.

up heavy like any one else does?

Yes sir, that ’s right.

A.

A.

LAW OFFICES
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Mr. R. E. Breeden, a witness of lawful age, being

first duly sworn, deposes as follows:

DIRECT UCAMUTATIQIT: Mr. Price.
Mr. Breeden, how old are you?

I am 64 years old?A.
Where were you born and reared?

I was born in Madison County, on a little run they call

Pickle Run on top of the Blue Ridge Mountains.
Al.

On Mr. Lee Long’s farm?4»

On Mr. Lee Long’s farm.A.
Mr. Breeden, are you familiar with the C. G. Koontz, 1111

acre tract of land that adjoins the Lee Long place on the Blue

Ridge Mountain?

Yes sir.A.
Been familiar with it all your life?

Yes sir.A.
Were you employed by Mr. C. G. Koontz, and if so, in whatQ.

capacity?

I was employed by Mr. Koontz to help on the place, later I•fi.
• contracted with him to operate his stave mill. I did it for 10

years.
. I want you to tell the Commissioners what was the character

of that land when Mr. C. G. Koontz first took hold of it?

A.' When Mr. Koontz first went to work on it, he had owned it 5

or 10 years before he went to work on it , but when he went to

work on it there had bee some potato patches on it and I wen t

over it and cleaned it, got the house in good condition for him,

cut timber and .hauled it in -
Then there was just a few acres of land cleared. What, in

your judgment is cleared up on this tract. What has been cleared
by Mr. Koontz?

Well, I haven’t been over it recently, I think there was at

%

•v .

LAW OFFICES
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0.» Did Mr. Koontz spend any amount of money on this land?

A. Yes sir. It seemed to he his home. When he went over it to

clear the land, he told me several times that he wanted to clear

the land .for grazing.
4. For grazing?

Yes sir.-a.
HOY; many men did he work there during the clearing season?

Well, in connection with my other business, I ran a boardin

house and v;e boarded the men that v/ crked in the mill, and there

was quite a number of men that v/orked in the woods that boarded

themselves. I suppose he must have worked 40 or 50 men.
T-7as the timber large on there?k

A good part of it.AX.

Heavy timber, was it?

Yes sir.AX.

Will heavy timber grow on poor soil?

It has never been my experience.
Gan you tell the Commissioners that it was heavy timber?

*
It was very heavy timber.

-4*

AX.

-4«

-x.

Did he pull the brush and clear the land?

Yes sir.•A.
When you got the timber cleared and the land cleared, how

about the grass?

. 0..

When he first went over there he had no pasture for hisA.
stotsk so he went to work and cleared it out, and I sowed the grass

seed on it myself, orchard grass.
orchard grass but in 2 or 3 years the blue grass had crowded it

In two years he had lots of

out.
"l How many cattle did you aiid your father look after?

My father looked after the cattle.
How many* cattle do you think this 1111 acres of land will

AX.

graze?

Well, there is a question about that,

there to pasture for the purpose of grazing them and keeping them

If you put cattle onLAW OFFICES

BROUN & PRICE
ROANOKE, VA.

A.
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over for another season, you can pasture heavy, "but if you want

to put them on there for fattening you don't want to put them

on there so heavy. 250 cattle could be pastured easily.
The practice of people that have been pasturing on the4.

mountain land was to put their yearlings and 2 year old cattle

on their best grass. It took the best grass not to put on so

heavy?

Yes sir.it.
Q,. Mr. Breeden, I should have asked you more particularly about

how many men were used in that clearing. I haven't made that

clear to the Coramissioners.
I would say there was from 25 to 30 men, 2 or 3 months inA.

the summer season. In the other parts of the year, not so many

but some were there all the year.
Has he spent quite a lot of money on that land?4.
He has.
I want you to tell the Commissioners whether or not that3..

place is well watered. Y7hat is the effect of water on stock in

that mountain?

The place Ys well watered, there is no question about that.^x *

-- There is no place on the mountain better watered, that is, as fire

water.
I suppose the other is pretty good, isn’t it?

It suits rae fine.
How many children are there in- your family?Q,.
twelve were horn, eight lived to he grown.xx*

How many children did your grandfather have?

My grandfather had 3 wives and he told me himself that heAX*

*
had 33 children.

CROSS ZXAMIHATI'H: Hr. Armstrong.
Did they save a place up there for Mr. Price and myself?

There is lots of room up there.
Mr. Breeden, you spoke of the quantity of large heavy timber

6*
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that was originally on this property.
the most of the timber on this property, we worked intlo

What became of that?

Well

barrel staves. I think he could have made more out of his white

oak and Spanish oak but he had to work it himself so he just

worked it himself and we hauled it to the mill and cut it into

staves.
...r. Koontz didn’t consider valuable timber, which would b

valuable elsewhere located, valuable up on top of the mountain?

T. TSo P

He didn’t consider the timber valuable.A.
i. It wa first class timber?

Yes sir.ii.
ind owing to its locution, he couldn’t see how he could have%•

made anything out of it by sawingkthe timber?

No sir.A1..

He made it into staves for barrels?4»

Yes sir.
About broke even?

Yes sir.JXm

Do you agree with Mr. ICoontz that this farm will carry 250

cattle and 500 sheep year after year?
.

I wouldn’t hardly think you could pasture 250 cattle and 500
'sheep on 1111 acres.

•ft..

I believe you estimated 200 cattle?

I think you could do well writh 200 cattle but notlres sir,Ai.•

My experience is that you can’t move sheep and cattl

If you run sheep with cattle, the cattle

naay sheep.
together profitably.
will not do well.

Absolutely.

Grover C. Koontz, a witness of lawful age, being first

duly sworn, deposes as follows:

DIR2CT'DOMINATION: Mr. Price.
LAW OFFICES
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On the Shenandoah Diver, near Alma, Page County.urn.•
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<1. Any relation to Mr. R. D. Koontz?

Very distant.xx.
7/ho was your father?w*

Albert Iloontz....
You were horn and reared near Alma?

Yes sir.A.
Are you familiar with the G. G. Koontz 1111 acre tract ofA/ *

land?

I am.xx.
Have you teen over that land recently?

Yes sir.XX•

When Yieve you over it?

About three weeks ago.XX.

Have you and your people teen in the cattle business allsi.
your life?

Yes sir.A.
Own land in this Blue Ridge Mountain?

-

'-0*

Yes sir.XX.
4. Been grazing cattle there just as long as you can rememter?
A. Yes sir.

Mr. Koontz*what do you think this 1111 acre tract of land#

-• is worth?

I went over it for the purpose of looking over it.
stand what it v^ras priced at and I think it was priced cheap.

You think it is priced well?

I under-xi..

I do.A.
You think the estimate r. R. D. Koontz made isn’t high?

Ye have land up there of the same character and we priced...
ours high.
A* Does this land lie on the same ridge?

On the same ridge, about two miles south.
I want you to tell the Commissioners whether that is fertile

A.

v

land.LAW OFFICES
B R O U N & P R I C E
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wasn’t made to grow wheat on, its better for "razing purposes.
How many 800 pound cattle do you think this land would carry?U.
I think it would carry about 200 cattle as a safe statement.A.

r\ That is a safe statement?

I am satisfied that 300 cattle wouldn’t starve onYes sir.ii#

it.
But to do well, you think 200?4.
I think 200 cattle would fatten well.A.
What vrould they put on a season?4-

I weighed after my own,I never weighed after this pasture.
one year they gained about 360 pounds and one year went back to

270 pounds.
The cattle that you have weigh ed, cattle that put on 270

to 360 pounds per steer?

Yes sir.A.
Mr. Koontz, what is the grazing season on this mountain?4.
Hive months is a usual season, a fattening season, sometimesA. 3

longer.
But the fattening season you call five months?

Five months.
But you lepve some other cattle up there?

we leave our stock for grazing up there longer.
4.

*

Yes sir,A.
Is it well watered?

Yes sir, well watered.
After this land was cleared, would it grow blue grass?

I don’t have to say that the sod is good.Yes sir 3

CROSS EXAi/IIHATIOH: Mr. Armstrong.

Mr. Koontz, won’t cattle taken off of ensilage and put on

blue grass lose weight, won’t theĵ?

They have to get accustomed to i

4." You have any knowledge pf the condition of cattle of Hr.
C. G. Koontz’s since his death, that his sons have brought off

this property?

A

-ft.. u•

^.
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I have been on there several timesA. I vent on there with Hr.
Mike Long. lie v/ent on there to buy some cattle.

7Hiat did they weight when he took them off?

He was buying them to pasture the next summer.
Did you ever know of cattle that were taken off of this farm

4.
900 pounds.

4»

to go on the market to be butchered?

Not many cattle are shipped off this mountain tract toA.

market.
Don’t most of the cattle that are grazed on the mountain are|a

in this neighborhood

4.
of which this 1111 acres is a part, weigh

about 800 or from 700 to 900 pounds when they are put on and
weighed , and then weigh about 1100 pounds when they are taken off

Mr. Lee Long handles

They won't.all weigh 1100 pounds

They don’t all handle the same cattle.XX •

a heavier cattle than the rest.
hut they will weigh according to their size.

Lor the last year or two raising cattle hasn’t proven a very

lucrative business, has it?

That depends a good bit.
Aren’t you one of the few?

I made some money last year.A.
i.

-ell, I own my cattle and I carry about 1 to every 3 acres.
I certainly didn’t sink any money on them.

You had a much better experience than Mr. Long?

7,'ell, if he bought 900 pound cattle and then -was forced on the

market, he couldn’t make anything.
They have to grow into value?

Last year, you were lucky to have them grow at all.
This ridge contains a good deal of rock, doesn’t it?

Yes, all the ridge does.
It isn’t very much ’good for anything except blue grass grazing

4.
A.
4.
A.
-W.

*is it?

7/ell, for a real success, that’s, all.
<•

but the rocks are in the way, but the grass is the crop that you

could make a success ith.

You could "row cornxi*

LAW OFFICES
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No.A.
How far is this farm from the nearest railroad crossing?

I would judge about 6 - 8 or 9 miles.A.
How far..from the nearest macadam road?

I would say 4 or 4-£ miles.
Ey Mr, Price: A man could grow cabbage up there, couldn’t he0

Al.
4.

It has been used only for grazing.
Any good land for sale up there?

A.

Not a grazing farm of any size. You might find a hone of 50A.
or 60 acres, something like that but for -razing, a man buying a

grazing farm wouldn’t want that. You can’t buy a farm on the ridge

unless seme nan dies and leaves it there. My land was bought that

way.
The Lee Long land and the. other Long land has been in the

family for years.
Hor years.Ai.»

In other words, they have a family feeling forMr. Armstrong:

it?

Not only that, but it is works

They eat up all the straw and fodder in the winter and' in the Sprang
.1 want to take them up on the ridge.

in harmony with the home tract.A.

It works in harmony with the
'home land.

When you take this farm away from the farmer, you have crippled

him? i

A.' You have. You can’t expect to be paid for your hone land but

your home land has depreciated.

Mr. C. D. Price, a witness of lawful age, being first duly

sY/orn, deposes as follows:

DETECT EXAMINATIOI;: Mr. Price:

Jtr
Mr. Price, are you familiar with the C. G. Koontz 1111 acres

ft

of land on the mountain?LAW OFFICES
B R O U N & P R I C E

ROANOKE, VA. A. Yes sir.

-
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Are you related to these people?

Yes sir, first cousins.A.
Have you been on this land frequently?

Yes sir, I have.
What do you consider that land worth?

Well, I would say that it is easily worth "35,000.00 as a

A.

A.
whole.

You think the land is well balanced, taking the. sod, the

brush and water makes it a very desirable grazing land?

Yes sir, I would say it is.
How many cattle could it carry?

I believe that if you would put 200 - 800 pound cattle on

it, it would carry them easily.

n

A.

z.

Tell the Commissioners whether or not you have been handling

cattle.
Yes I have grazed cattle on this particular farm, hut not-a..

for the past 4 or 5 years.
0»* Are you a farmer?

Yes sir.A.
Tell, the Oommissioners whether you regard that land as4.

fertile or not.
It is very fertile land.A.
Have you been over it recently?4.
I was over it about three weeks ago.HL.
How much of it is cleared?

Well, I believe there is between six ana seven hundred acresit*
/

Of course, there is some brush on it.of cleared land.
Where are you carrying your cattle now?<4.
On Mr. Hoonto's farm.A.
Where are you carrying the bulk of them?

In Highland County.
How close'do you live to the Lee Long home farm?

About three miles.

<4.
A.
<4.

LAW OFFICES
BROUN & PRICE

ROANOKE, VA. A.
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A. Yes sir.
Have you observed his cattle when they came off this mountain?4«

Yes sir.A.
BY MR. ARMSTRONG: Objection is made as to the testimony as to

the condition of Mr. Lee Long’s cattle as
they came off of Mr. Lee Long’s land.

I will ask you this Mr. Price,' is the land all on the same
ridge?

It is all on the same table land.A #

And is the same character of land?

A. Yes sir.
Some better than others?

All of the sane general character.A.
Have you seen the cattle that came off of the Koontz land?•*.
Yes sir.
Were they in good condition?A
Yes sir.A*

CROSS EXAMINATION: Mr. Armstrong.

Are you familiar with this part of the country?

Yes sir.
*

Is that land worth §100.00 an acre?

An acre of land up then will graze more than an acre of lan
in Page County.

4

This faim you put at §50.00 per acre,

the cleared land?

dA.

Were you talking about

I was taking this land as a whole.
Well, Mr. Koontz has filed his claim for A5,000.00 for the

value of the whole tract and he says the 700 acres is worth the

§35,000.00.

A.
t.

Do*you think it is worth that?

If you take that along with the cleared land, I consider
*that it is.

Am

Well, then A wTill ask you, isn’t Mr. Lee Long’s sod land4»

LAW OFFICES
B R O U N & P R I C E

ROANOKE, VA.
worth at least twice as much as the sod land on this Koontz tract?

Well, I would say that some of it might be, but there isXL.
t
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some of the land on the Koontz tract that is worth just as much

as the other.
You would find that on any other tract?si.
Yes, hut you would find very little waste land on his enclosure.
What I was getting at is this, is it fair to judge what this

ii.

land is worth by considering the value of the Long cattle?

I expect Mr. Lee Long’s land would carry more cattle in itsA.
present condition but this could be put in as good condition.
Q,. I understand that.

They would do as v/e11.A.
Hov; could you judge the value of this land as to testifying

how fat Mr. Lee Lon -,s cattle came off of his land?

4,*

Because they are grazing on blue grass sod.
You carry your cattle to Highland County to graze?

A-x•

Yes sir.
They have good grazing land over there too?

Yes, but some of that land is better than others.A. )

And some not quite so good?*4.
Iiot quite so good.A.
Those people out there rent out their grazing land?

Out in Highland?

3.

*
Yes.
I don’t know.A m

i. I thought you rented land out there?

ITo, I ovm it.JX.
Oh, I see.4. When was it you rented the Koontz farm or some

portion of it, this 1111 acre tract?
r I just don’t remember but it was just before Mr. C. G. KoontzA.

died. I rented from him.
1. Before he <iied?

Yes sir.A.
*

Q,. Bid you rent the boundary or did you rent by the head?

I don’t remember but I think it was by the head.
What did you pay?

125 per month. They were small cattle.

A.
LAW OFFICES

B R O U N & P R I C E
ROANOKE, VA.

\ Jx .
t



39

Has there any other stock there at the time?

There wasn’t any other stock in the field mine were in.A.
4* HOT/ big a pasture did you rent?

I think he claimed there was 300 acres in the boundary I was
That was right after he had the stave mill.

xX *

in.

RE CROSS EXAMINATION: Mr. Price.

Tell the Commissioners whether that is a sour or sweet land,4.
this land you are discussing.

If I know anything about it at all, blue grass won’t do any-
thing on sour land and there is blue grass up there,has blue grass

on it without even sowing it so that must be sweet soil.

XX.

l. How about the cabbage?

The finest cabbage and potatoes grow up there that grow any-xx *

where.

Mr. Phil Lamb, a witness of lawful age, being first duly

sworn, deposes as follows:

Mr. Price.DIRECT ZEIAHHUTIO:;:

Mr. Lamb, where do you live?4,*
\Four miles west of Luray on the Shenandoah River.XI.*

Q»* Ifhat is your occupation?

Farming.A.
Are you familiar with this 1111 acres of land that is owned

by the C. G. Koontz heirs?

Yes sir.A*

Then were you over it the last time?

Last week, last Thursday or Friday.
Estimate the value of it/

A.

Just looked it over.A.
For the purpose.of estimating the value?~6*

LAW OFFICES
B R O U N & P R I C E

ROANOKE, VA. Yes sir.XX*

'.hat do you consider the boundary is wcr th?HU*

S
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'

35.00 an acre.A.
4. You are familiar with the cattle business?

Yes sir.

CROSS EXAMINATION: Mr. Armstrong.

,r35.00 an acre?si.
Yes sir.
T.7hat is the land worth that is not cleared per acre?

Well, I wouldn’t think it would be worth as much unless it

cleared up.
It would cost something to do that?

r\

A.
was

Yes sir.A.
0.. Do you own some land in the neighborhood?

The adjoining farm.A.
1. Is the land you own in the park area?

Yes sir.A *

Mr. Michael Long, a witness of lawful age, being first duly
sworn, deposes as follows:

t
* DIRECT EXAMINATION: Mr. Price.

How old are you Mr. Long?

40 years old.
„ Where do you live?

A. On the river, near Alma.5

Th
/• <

e land has
een in the Long family now for over two hundred years?

A. Yes sir.
Q.. Granted them b: the Crown of England?

A. Yes sir.
Never been out of the family?

A. ** No sir.
Are you familiar with this land?LAW OFFICES

B R O U N & P R I C E
ROANOKE, VA. Yes sir, I have been going over it all along.
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tract
Your father owns a large/of land up there?

Yes sir.
si*

il.
Are you in the farming and cattle business now?
Yes sir.A.
You have been on this tract of land cwned by the Koontz

brothers?

iuite a number of times, several times a year.
Been over it recently?

XL.

Yes sir.A.
What do you consider that land worth?

I figure the blue grass sod $50.00 an acre and the timber
$20.00 or $25.00 an acre.

What is the whole land worth?

A.

About $43,000.00.A.
n Have you seen any cattle over there?

A. Yes sir.
Tell the Commissioner what condition they are in.
The cattle on the Blue Ridge do better than on the home trad

the flies don’t bother them up there.
What in your judgment would an 800 pound stear, carrying 200

on this boundary/ put on during the season?
I would say about 250 or 300 pounds.A. That is what they do or

our place. You can put a 900 pound steer on the place and it will
put on about 300 pounds. Real good cattle do.

CROSS EXAMINATION: Mr. Armstrong.
Mr. Long, you say you have bought cattle from this Koontz

tract several times?

A. Yes sir.
A

Whose cattle were they?3.
Mr. Vance.Koontz’s cattle.A.

Q. • You remember of buying any in the fall of the year?
A. Yes sir.LAW OFFICES

B R O U N & P R I C E *

ROANOKE, VA. Yfhat would they weigh?
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Mr. Koontz then carried a reat number of cattle, they weighed

about 6 or 700 pounds. We also bought some 800 to 1000 pound

cattle. One bunch of cattle I bought weighed 900 pounds, another

bunch, a year before that, weighed.950 pounds.
What did I understand you to say the cleared land was worth?

About 043,000.00.
How many acres are cleared?

I don’t know. I imagine 600 or 700 acres, I would say.

A.

AX*

RE CROSS EXAMINATION: Mr. Price.
4* Walked over a good bit of it and ridden over it, its a good

ways over it, isnit it?

You can keep on walking. Its a home for the cattle. Down
here in the valley, when the feed has given out and the cattle won’t
have anywhere to graze, its fine to know you have somewhere to go,

A.

Mr. 3. R. Aleshire a witness of lawful age, being firstJ

duly sworn, deposes as follows:

DIPECT EXA "INAT1011: Mr. Price.

Where do yfeu live?

I live in Page County,

t

5 miles west of Luray.* - Aa..
On the Shenandoah River?

Yes sir.it.
What is your occupation?

farming.-a.
Do you handle cattle?

A. Yes sir *

S/ * Been handling them ever since you were &ig enough to look

after then?

A. Yes sir.
How old are you?0..*

48, soon will be 49.A.LAW OFFICES
B R O U N & P R I C E

ROANOKE, VA. You familiar with the C. G. Koontz tract of land on the nouni -
ain?
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Yes sir.JX.
si* Been over it lately?

Yes sir.A.
State to the Commissioners what to your mind, is the value

of that land.
I would consider ,35.00 an acre very low, the condition it

is in.
i. How much do you estimate is cleared, Mr. Aleshire?

I would say 600 or 700 acres.
How many 800 pound cattle do you think it v/ould carry in a

grazing season?

Jx «

About 200 cattle.A.
Have you seen cattle that came off of that mountain?

Yes sir.A.
Do you own a tract of land in the park area?4 »

• VYes sir.A.
Your land adjoins that land?

Yes sir.xx•

Is this land well watered?

Yes sir.A.

CROSS EXAMINATION: Mr. Armstrong.

Q,. Mr. Koontz’s land is worth a lot more than your land?

They have some that may be.I wouldn’t consider it so.A.
You have how many acres?

91.A.
How many cleared?

About 87 acres of cleared land.xi*

At what do you value your land?

^35.00 an .©ere. I thought that a fair price.xi.
How much cleared land on this Koontz tract?

About 700 acres.
i.
ii.

You arenTt ponsidering t-his land worth ;35.00 an acre, are
LAW OFFICES

BROUN & PRICE
ROANOKE, VA.

you?

They have some better sod than I have and considering theirA.
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timber, I think it would be a fair estimate at 35.00 an acre.v
What kind of timber, and how much timber have they got?

I couldn’t tell you how much timber they have.
You said considering it.
I know there is .quite a bit.
Nov/, if you put your land of 91 acres of which 87 acres is

cleared on an average, you think yours is worth the sum of $35.00
an acre?

-x.
4*

I wouldn’t want any more of my land cleared.
But you have 9/10 of your land cleared or more than that.

«d.
Q,.
You don’t consider that the uncleafed land is worth as much as

the cleared land, do you?

A. No sir. I really feel that I put mine in too cheap, sir.
4. Well, that is not a mistake that many.-people have made in

You v/ouldn’t care to submit a statement as to whatthis matter.
the uncleared land is worth?

No, I would not.A.
Which is the best fenced?'0*

I couldn’t say.A.
Are both well fenced?Hr*

I couldn't*say that both are v/ell fenced, but ov/ing to theA.
.condemnation proceedings, the people have about quit.

This has .been going on about 2 years.4.
That was when the people stopped fencing.
How could they put off fencing this valuable land?

A.
It v/ould

n’t be any sense in spending money on a high priced fence when

a cheaper one would do as well. Nov/, Mr. Koontz stated that his

700 acres, he valued at $35,000.00, which was the amount of his

claim. So if he valued his 700 acres it ;35,000.00, he didn't
consider the other very valuable except in connection with the

cleared land.. What v/duld be your best idea, if you don’t mind

saying, what the value of his uncleared land is?

I don’t know. -.1 v/ould say that his uncleared land is v/orth
30. 0 or 33.00 per acre.

LAW OFFICES
B R O U N & P R I C E

ROANOKE, VA.
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You think his uncleared land is worth as much as the other?

He has put his sod land in entirely too cheap.
That is all that you asked for yours, that is just as good?

Yes and I have put mine in much too cheap.
Twill ask you this before you have your claim filed.

A.

A.
A

Do

you desire to reduce it?

I would rather not. I would prefer keeping it. I couldn’tA.
duplicate it for the money I have asked for it.

William Graves, a witness of lawful age, being first duly

sworn, deposes as follows:

DIRECT SEAMI1TATI0N: Mr. Price.

Mr. Graves, where do you live?A.
Stanley, Page County.
What business are you engaged in?

un.«

A.
Panning.a..
axe you acquainted with the 1111 acre tract of land fromerly0..

owned by C. G. Koontz on the Blue Ridge Mountain?

Yes sir.a.
Were you employed by Mr. Koontz when he was clearing up that0,.

land?

Yes sir.A *

How many men were employed in this?

Prom 30 to 60 men for a month or so.A.
Have you any idea about how much money he spent on clearing

up that land?

He spent a whole lot. I don’t know how much but it was aa..
lot.

Do you knoft what condition it was in when he first purchased

it?

No. I do not.
. '»

How much has be.en cleared up?

I think it would be something like 600 acres.

A.
jf

n
LAW OFFICES

B R O U N & P R I C E
ROANOKE, VA. A.
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What do you think is the value of the entire 1111 acre tract ?

I think it ought to be - - the cleared

land would be $50.00 or $60.00 an acre, the woodland , of course,
around ^20.00 or $25.00 an acre.

V/e11, I hardly know.*

That’s the way it was when I
bought some up there and that’s about the way it stands.

Is there any land for sale up there?

Very little of it. I bought about 32 acres up there a few-Li.•
years ago.

What did you pay for it?

I bought it under the hammer.A® I paid about „ 30.00 an acre

but that is low.
Is it well watered?Vfc.
Yes sir.A.
Are you related in any way to these Koontz boys?

No.•ii.®

No interest in this land in any way?

No sir.A.

GROSS EXAMINATION: Mr. Armstrong.
Where is that piece of land that you bought?

About a mi^e or a mile and one half from this land.
Q,.

F. L. Koontz a witness of lawful age, being first dulyI.Ir.
sworn, deposes as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION: Mr. Price:

Mr. Koontz, where do you live?

I Live 5 miles south of the Luray post office.A.
In Page County?

Yes sir.-d®

$. .That is your occupation?

Farming.
$. V/hat position do you hold in Pag- County?

A. Supervisor.

A..•

LAW OFFICES
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My mother and Mr. C. G. Koontz were first cousins.A*

That was these hoys father?\>•

Yes sir.A.
Are you familiar with the cattle business?

Yes sir.A*

Been in the cattle business how long?
35 years.A

-ci.
You say you are familiar with this land?

A. Yes sir.
'./hat do you think t'at tract of 1111 acres is worth?

Well, I figure it is worth ,35,000.00 or ^40,000.00.A*

Mr. Koontz, do you own some land in this park area?

Yes sir.A*

Where is your land?-0*

About 4 or 6 miles south of this tract?A.
That same general table land?

. .

si.
Yes sir.JXm

What is the condition of this land, hilly or level?

It is hilly and level.
4.

It is considered the best grazingXL *

land on the Blue P.idge.
Bo you know?- anything about how much an 800 pound steer would

.put on on that land?

About 300. pounds.
BY MR. ARMSTRONG: Are you speaking, of the C. G. Koontz land?
BY MR. PRICE: Yes.
4. * How many cattle o you think this tract will carry?

I would say a steer to every 3 acres.A«

You think this land will carry a steer to every 3 acres. You4.
think that would be plenty to allow?

Yes sirA*

CROSS EXAMINATION:
*

Mr. Armstrong.
cleared

Did you say,about how many acres of/land there was on this
»

farm of Mr. K >ontz’s?
4.

LAW OFFICES
B R O U N & P R I C E
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No sir. I don’t know.XL*
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This farm of your own that is within the park area, is that a

grazing farm?

q.

Yes sir.ii.
About ho?/ many cattle do you handle during the year?

We vary from 120 to 150.
What size is your farra in the park area?

1.
A* Some years, 150.
q.

About 600 acres.A®

You run these cattle on your farm?

Yes sir.A
xL.

Your 600 acres is entirely cleared?=4«

ITo sir.
About how much is cleared?q.
Really, I don't know. I think a little over 400 acres isxi.

cleared.
Do you ever take in cattle for anyone else to graze?q.

A. Yes sir.
About how many a year?q*
'

..
'ell, if I haven't enough of my own I always take in enoughXi.

to make out my quota.
Did you take in any last year?

Yes sir.A.
Whose?

Hr. Price's, Mr. Strole's, Mr. Kite's

parties that I don’t remember from Shenandoah.
and one or two other

About how many cattle all together did you take in, not count-
ing*’your own?

si -
42 heads.
What size cattle, just on an average?

from yearlings up to 2W years.
What did y®u get per head for grazing?

I got ,1.50 for two year old cattle and .1.25 for smaller

Well

si*

A

cattle.
Per month? *q.

LAW OFFICES
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A. About six months. I only charged them for six months.
That is a fair price?

Yes sir. Pasturing has been right plentiful.
Last year was a bad year, v/asn’t it?

A.

Yes sir.AL*

So that was a fair average price per head for grazing, was

it?

Yes sir.ti.
Is that the usual price charged in that neighborhood by-i.

people who take in cattle?

Yes sir, I think so.A.
BY MR. PRIGS: Most of the people put their own cattle on their

own property, don’t they?

A. Yes sir.

Mr. Y7i11iam Long, a witness of lawful age, being first duly

sworn, deposes as follows:

DIPPCT EXAMINATION: Mr. Price.

Mr. Long, where do you live?

Page Country.
HOY/ ibid are you?

50 years'.XL*

I believe you are an ex member of the House of Delegates, in

the State of Virginia, representing Page and Warren Counties?

Yes sir.XL •

When you were, in the Legislature, you didn’t help pass this

condemnation, did you?

Ho sir.AL*

Mr. Long, are you familiar with the C. C. Koontz 1111 acrei.
tract of land?

Yes sir.kL.
v

In the first place,

besides politics?

I will ask you what your business isA.LAW OFFICES
BROUN & PRICE

ROANOKE, VA.

\



50

Farming.
Were you born and reared on a farm?

XX*

/<•>

Yes sir.XX.
Your father was J. W. Long?

Ŷ es sir.xx *

Yrou have been in the cattle business ever since you were oldY
'0*

enough?

A. Yres sir.
You have had land in this park area?

Yes sir.a-.
What is your value of this tract of land , Mr. Long?

.,35,000.00 to the best of my knowledge.
That would be a fair price?

i.
Q..

V *

Yes sir.XX*y

Anywhere you could go and duplicate that price in PageSi.
County?

No sir.A.
Mr. Long, most of this land owned by the Long’s has been in

the family for a long time?

Yes sir for a long time.
Any land up there for sale,

A.

A.
any of this valuable grazing lard?; -

No sir.*• A.
In your -judgment, hov: much would an 300 pound steer put on

on this Koontz land, in grazing season?

If not too heavy, 300 pounds.
How many do you think that tract of land ought to carry?

n

<0.
200 or a few more.A.
Most of the farmers from ur section are most particular noi

to over stock?.

Yes sir.ci.
If you don’t over stock, the cattle do better?

A.' Yes sir.
LAW OFFICES

B R O U N & P R I C E
ROANOKE, VA. CE0SS EXAMINATION: Mr. Armstrong.

What would be the number that Mr. Koontz ought to carry andSi.
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not over stock it?

I would say anywhere from 200 to 250, to tlie best of my judgA.
ment.

You said that an 800 pound steer would put on approximately

Of course, Mr. Long, that would depend on the kind

of steer, how well it had been taken care of during the winter,
whether it had been fed corn during the winter or fodder.

i*

300 pounds.

I believe it would. If it had been fed on fodder, it Y/ouldA.
so as well.

isn’t it a fact Mr. Long that cattle that are fed on ccrn

during the vzinter will nut or more on "rass than cattle that have

been fed on fodder and other roughage?

I don’t think so. Taking it all season through, I don’tA.
think so.
n. Did I understand you to say that you have a farm on top of 1 he

mountain not far from the Koontz farm?

Yes sir.A.
Do you graze your cattle up there?-4*
Yes sir.

V. Do you ever take any cattle to graze?

I haven’t until this year.
Do you eve** rent pasture for your cattle?

No sir, that isA.
4*

*

No sir.A.
How many - cattle are you taking in this year?

-i.•

Nhose are they?

Mr. Hudson’s.
Nhat is he paying you?

$2.00 per month.
Bo you figure your grass land is better or not so good as

this Koontz land?

A.

A little better, it is older.
BY MR PRICE: Mr. Long, if a steer has been well fed in the

winter, if he is in a go .d condition from
proper feed in the winter, he has the proper

• strength to start -on, hasn’t he?
LAW OFFICES
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Mr. I. H. Cave, a witness of lawful age, being first
dfuly sworn, eposes as follows:

::IRECT EXAMINATION: Mr. Price.

Mr. Cave, where do you live?

Stanley, in Page County.
Did you know Mr. C. G. Koontz?

-4- •

Yes sir.-£X •

Mere you employed by him when he was operating his st. ve milk
on the Blue Ridge Mountain?

Yes sir.tt.
0,» Did you have anything to do with the operations of Mr. Koontz » 4?

A. In the woods.
What were you doing in the woods, Mr. -Cave?

Most of the time we were getting out stave wood, piling brush,
and so forth.

P.
XX*

How many men did you employ there, Mr. Cave?

You mean in the woods?xX *

Yes.
b̂o .t 20 men i'. the woods.X X *

Besides thd other operations?

.A. Yes sir.
How long -did you work up there?

Five summers.XX *

-i* Do you remember when that Y/as?

It has been about 15 years ago.-
Did you see that territory before he began the operation of

A.
«6*

the stave mill?

Yes sir.xX.
Pas it practically all in timber?

A. Yes sir,, all except one little field v/here the stave mill was
jt

, HO CROSS EXHUMATION.
LAW OFFICES
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Mr. Isaac Long, a witness of lawful age, being first

duly sY/orn, deposes as follows:

DIRECT EXMffi'ATIOlT: Mr. Price.

Mr. Long, where do you live?s..
Lear Stanley, Page County.A*

You are the son of Mr. I. il. Long?4*

A. I an.
Mr. Long as one of the largest land owners in that County -
I don’t know about that.-A.
I hate to have you brag on yourself but that is the truth.

Your home farm adjoins the Koontz farm?

It does.A.
A Are you familiar with this 1111 acre tract of land owned by-6«

the Eoontz heirs?

I have been over it.2i.
Have you teen over it recently?

Yes sir.A.
Ehat in your judgment is the value of that tract of land?
'.Tell, according to the value of our own ridge place up there

-0*

A* s

I would value it at about v35.00 an acre.
In your judgment, how much of it is cleared?

About 700 acres*

Did you go over a considerable portion of it?

A. Yes sir.
Long trip, wasn’t it?i.
Yes sir..a..

Q.. Can you tell the Commissioners whether a large part of that

land is in good sod?

A. It is.
Q,. Rave you seen the cattle that came off of that land?

A.*’ I have.
Can you tell the Commissioners whether they were in good

*

n
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4. How many 800 pound cattle would that land carry?

it would carry 150 or 200.On an average season, May be none.•ii.

CROSS 2XAMIITATI0N: Mr. Armstrong.

How' did you arrive at the number of acres of cleared land.q.
Have you undertaken to make an estimate of that?

I just walked over it. It is a guess, not a survey.
Is he right that you have to keep on walkin

ii.
Of course not.

to see it.
A. Yes sir.
q. Y/hat is the ncleared land worth ner acre?11U

I don’t know. I didn't go over that part of it.
Why didn’t you go over that too, Mr. Long? Did you go over

there at the request of Mr. Koontz so you could come here and tel

the Commissioners?

All.

Yes sir.
Then why didn’t you do that?

I have been over to the edfee where you can see it.xi.•

Then, that portion that you have been through, what value

would you put on the uncleared land per acre?

I don’t hardly know.
'on it hardly or not.

•i.

I don’t know whether he has any timberti..
I think that Mr. Price will agree with me that there is no*L.

timber land on it of much value.
3Y MR. PRICE: There is timber there but the man that works

timber out of that mountain earns his money,
that is, unless you put a road up there.

q. HOY; after that statement , what would you say?

I would say $15*00 an acre.
And $35.00 for the other?

Yes sir.

ft.a.

a..

Jtr

.
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S. H. Marsh, a witness of lawful age, being first duly

sworn, deposes as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION: Mr. Armstrong.

A. State whether or not you are employed by the State Commission
on Conservation and Development for the State of Virginia?

I am.
What position do you hold?

I have charge of the examination work on -the national park

3»*

Xi..
area.

How long have you been employed by the State Commission on

Conservation and Development?

v..

Fourteen or fifteen months.A.
Prior to your employment by the Commission as such, in what

line of work have you been engaged?

I was employed for several years by the United States Forest

>

ry• '<

Service in the purchase of land for national forests.
In what states?A.
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia.
State the character of the work that you did in that capacity.
The character of the work was very similiar to the character

A.

•A.
m.
of the work here. It was the examination of land,, the examination

of timber, similiar in almost every respect to lands in the park
::

area.
Do you mean the examination of land and examination of timbe

for the purpose of land value and timber value?

A. Yes sir.
Mr. Marsh, we are examining the claim of the heirs of C. G.

Koontz in Madison County, the claim of 1111 acres. This land liei*

on the top of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Are you familiar with th:.s
*tract of land?

I am. »•

LAW OFFICES
B R O U N & P R I C E
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for the purpose of ascertaining its value and for the purpose of

testifying "before this Board as to its value?

I have.
State whether or not other employees or agents for the State

Commission on Conservation and Development coming under your

supervision have also gone over this land for that pmrpose.
They have.
Hr. Marsh, please state upon an examination of this property

by yourself and your co-workers, what you found, state the number

of cleared acres, the number of acres in timber

brush, the value of the respective acres.
about the various types of land and the value of each, and the

grand total of this tract of land as estimated by yourself and

your co-workers.

XX*

4.

the number in

Tell the Commission

BY MR. PRICE: He object if no co-workers are going to
testify. If they are, let them testify
for themselves.

Strike out co-workers. I was giving him a benefit that he

doesn’t want.
Shall I read a report?xi. •

I see before you a typewritten memorandum, what is that?

That is a'report which has been prepared after an examination

0..

of the property, after a cruise of the timber and an examination

of the grazing land and of the other land on the tract. It des-
cribes the property and gives the -classification of the land.

Was it prepared from a memorandum submitted b: you?

It was.xi.*

4. Testify and refresh your memory b3̂ referring to that memo-
randum.

The report was written under my direction and partly by me

but with my cooperation throughout.
A.

BY MR. PRICE: I object to anything that isn’t of this mafts
own knowledge.

Refresh your memory and read.4*

LAW OFFICES
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Rapidan River and entirely within the park area, and there is on

place v/hich adjoins the C. D.the tract a lap on the Lee Long

Koontz land.
May I interrupt you? What do you mean hy lap?

The Lee Long and Koontz tract lap at a certain point on this
tract according to the description of this tract.

About how many acres lap?

I think I have a copy of that report here.
Here witness produces copy of memorandum.
All right sir, read.

A.o

A.

A. About five acres lap.
The soil is a sandy loam, a good depth and fertality. Most

of the area is steep and very rocky with numerous cliffs. The
first class grazing land is level and generally rolling with a
fine blue grass sod nearljr free of rocks, logs, weeds and brush.
The second class south of June Weekly’s house has gentle slopes
with very little rock. The sod is good but there is little blue
grass, most of it being wild oat grass. Further east the soil is
poorer and the surface is rougher but there is a fair turf and
nearly -§ is blue grass. There is considerable hazel and other
brush together with fern, moss, logs, rock and a small amount of
'laurel. On the Rapidan side, there is a good blue grass but not
a heavy sod and considerable amounts of rock, logs, hazel, sumac,;#

fern, moss and brush. The slopes are moderate. The third class
of land is steep and rough with much rock, logs, brush and fern.

*•*
There are patches of blue grass but a large area has no grass.
Has fair soil but very little grass. It has a thick stand of

sassafras, maple, locust and other trees. The tillable land at
June Weekley’s is very good but the remainder is very ordinary.
The woodland grazing has patches of grass scattered amont the rocks

and trees. The tract lies 10 miles from Stanley.
%

The tract was cut over many years ago for saw timber and barkj*

and there has befen cutting for farm use since that time,

has been little fire on the tract in recent years and in some

There
LAW OFFICES
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good
places there is a/young growth,

stand of bass?,rood and red oak,

On the eastern end, there is a

with some poplar, oak and white

The trees are under twenty-four inches in diameter and are

of only fair quality,

and steep slopes.

oak.

The logging is difficult because of rocks

On 150 acres the estimate is 150M saw timber

^25 2.00 — ,̂300.00.
Improvements consist of the following: tenant house occupied

by T. B. Breeden, log and frame, 13 x 35, T-V story, 5 rooms, with

a porch 6 x 25, shingle roof, solid fpundation, fair condition,

§125.00.
roof, condition poor, §25.00.
condition, §10.00.
fair condition, ;5.00.
condition, 1.00 a piece, §5.00.
by June Weekly, log and shingle, 19 x 25, lj stories, 6 rooms,

porch 8 x 25, 2 rooms sealed, brick chimney, solid foundation,

shingle and paper roof, fair condition, §215.00.
log 18 x 25 x 12, shingle roof, poor condition, §50.00.
Spring house, log 8 x 12, shingle roof, "air condition, §15.00.
Com crib, frame 10 x 10 x 8, shingle roof, fair condition, §15.CO.
Tenant house occupied by Gordon Cave, log, shingle, 14 x 35,

«

-• 1§- stories, 4 rooms, shed 10 x 15, porch 6 x 17, stone chimney,

solid foundation, shingle roof, fair condition, ,;150.00.
Barn, log 11 x 14, shingle roof, fair condition, §25.00.
Wpod shed , frame 10 x 12, shingle roof, fair condition, §10.00.
Hen house, frame 7 x 14, shingle roof, fair condition, §5.00.
Cow shed, 7 x 10, shingle roof, fair condition, §5.00.
Hog house, frame 7 x 10, shingle roof, fair condition, §5.00.
32 apple trees, 35 years old, fair condition, at vl,00 - §32.00.

Barn and shed, frame, 12 x 30 x 10, shingle

Com crib, 6 x 10, fair

Hen house, log, 6 x 8 , shingle roof,

5 peach trees 3 years old, fair

Tenant house occupied

Barn

Church, rock, shingle 19 x 22 x 12, ceiled, solid foundation,
shingle roof., good condition, §85.00.

Total value,
’’

'782.00.
%. •*».

The classification of land is as follows:

timber §3.50 or 21.00.

Shanty-dilapidated ,

ho value.

Cave 6 acresLAW OFFICES
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686 - - 2.00 - *1372.00.
§42.00.

Ridge type 42 acres at §1.00,

3. Please state whether or not that ridge type is ridge land
or timber?

It lias timber land but it is land which lies on top of the
ridge but it is so poor that no timber will grow on it.

The grazing first quality, 29 acres, §40.00 - §1160.00
Grazing second quality sod, 140 acres, §22.00 - „3080.00

Grazing third quality, 85 acres, „12.00 - v:1020.00.
Tillable, 8 acres, §10.00 - §80.00.

A.

Land which has been allowed

§5.00 - §270.00.
land grazing , that is, thin woods with grass in it in patches,

Total value of land „7645.00.

to grow up in brush, 54 acres Y/ood-5

100 acres, -6.00 - §600.00.
Summary - Total value of land v7645.00 Improvements

782.00 Timber ;300.00. Total value of tract.
,8727.00.

CROSS EXAMINATION; Mr. Price.

Mr. Marsh, where are you from?

Kentucky.
Born in Kentucky?. Q,.
Yes sir."A.
Been for the last 20 years in Virginia?4*

Yes sir.A.
4.* Ihat part of Virginia?

I have been living in Harrisonburg and Bridgewater, and have
been working in Virginia since 1912.

A.
Game here in 1912.

Khat did you first do? First, how old are you?

I am 45. .¥

What did you first do when you came to Virginia?

I came bo Virginia in charge of the Shenandoah park area which
was it that time, purchasing land for the ;overnnent.

s. <•..
Purchasing land for the government?-

0.*
Jx.

Q,.LAW OFFICES
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You have never been engaged in farming?

Yes sir, at one time, I owned 17 acres, 17 or 20.XX.
Where was that land?4-
Wear Bridgewater.JX.
Live on a farm in Kentucky?4«

Yes sir.AX.
4. Educated where?

At Berea College and Yale University.
Never had any knowledge of feeding cattle or grazing cattle?

A
xx «

Yes sir.X X.
Where?A

4*

On the farm, with feeding and grazing too,- hut I have hadA.
considerable experience in the National Borest we rented.

They call that-the Shenandoah Mountain- a part of this forest?
It is a part of it in the Shenandoah

4.
and a part in thexx.

Massanutten Mountain.
That is a part of the land that you have been grazing?
Yes sir.A.
Who made up this estimate? Is that yours or some one else’s?
Yes, that is nine.X X.
You tell this Commission that you think that land is worth

*

$8727.00?
Yes sir.
How many cattle do you think it would graze?

xx .

sU

A. Well, I would say their estimate would be correct.
4. You think a territory that would graze that many cattle would
be worth only $8727.00?

That’s my judgment.
Your judgment is that if a man owns a piece of land that cheap

he wouldn’t lose*any money grazing it?

I do not.
*

4. _ Hoi long nave you been working on this project?

1*11at project?
4 -<4. This condemnation, with reference to this territory?

XX.
4,«

XX.-

JU
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About fifteen months?A.
Did you see any cattle on that mountain?

Yes.A.

Was it a good grazing mountain?-o*

It wasn’t so good last year, last year was a bad year.
Did you see them year before last?

Yes.li.*

No sir.A.
Do you think that part of the land where the old stave mill

stood is v/orth JlOO.OO an acre?

I wouldn’t think so.A.
How did 3*ou estimate the value of this land?

We have estimated the area, going over carefully theseA.
different types of land.

How 'did you estimate it?si.
Ye estimated it by running a strip through it.A.
Did you survey it?

That depends on what you call a survey.
A-

What is your def-A.
inition of a survey?

If you have gone over a/made a survey - -
Do you call chaining a survey, if so, we surveyed it.

nd
A-

If-ft..
you call making it in metes and bounds, we didn’t survey it.

? .

You didn’t make a survey then except by chaining as you call

it?

If chaining is your definition of a survey, we made one..
#

Do'you generally do it that way?

A.
si,*

Yes, we ' generally do.A.
How - long were you doing it?

We were at it long enough to complete the

I don’t think we have the same idea of a survey.
tract. Frankly

A. What do you mean b; chaining?

Well, say this is the tract of land, see this station on
*

there, right along this line here.
Yes sir, I^ see that.

A. Well, these stations are on a base line that has been survey

and we start out at thi3 station on this tract of land, on this

A.

LAW OFFICES
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base line we run the strip right across the tract, say right across

here and we come over here and go right straight back, going

over to another station and run it across the other way, crossing

the various strips of land. V/e didn’t make it in metes and bounds.
That is, it was not done in this case, but a very careful

examination was made of the various types of land on this tract.
Mr. Marsh, do you know of any land that was selling for

even ,40.00 an acre?

V/ell, I don’t know of any that has been selling for $100.00
an acre. I know of some that has been selling for less than

$40.00 in Highland County.
Whose, in Highland County?

It was some that I saw in the paper. e clipped the paper.
Do you know of any land in this part <5f the country that has

been selling?

s,.
xx *

4.

Ho, not at anywhere near ,100.00 an acre.xl.
Do you kno\? of any that has been selling at all?

I know of some that has been selling. I heard a nan testify

here this morning that he had bought some at )50.00 an acre.
X X *

The Commissioners heard that.
That was one instance. I thought I would mention it. Mr.

-•Bennett Spitler bought some land aajoinging this tract or close

to it and I don’t think he paid $100.00 an acre for it. I don’t
know whether he paid j;50.00 an acre nor whether he paid $40.00.

Any other land that you know of?

One of your witnesses bought a ’piece up there recently. Y/as

it 1929, I think it was. If you recall what he paid for it , I

believe it was - - I know it was considerably less than ,50.00

an acre. How much less, I don’t recall.
You also know that Mr. Long refused , 100.00 an acre?

I didn’t know that. You didn’t ask me that.
-i.• No, I am not asking you that. I am merely telling you. I

want :ou to tell the Commissioners if, in your judgment, that lane

A.

XX.

-4*
x*..
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I haven't said that.xx *

I an giving you the privilege to say what it will carry.
I say, these gentlemen that have been in the grazing business

in that locality are probably correct and they testified 150 to
200 cattle.

XX *

Then you have placed the estimate too low, haven't you, Mr.
Marsh?

Hot in my judgment, probably in yours.
How much do you think a man should make off of his invest-
How much do you estimate that he should make on his graz-

ing land before he is making his investment pay?
Ordinarily I think probably 10$ of his investment,

a..

ment?

doesn’t-tx.
he?

V/e could sell some stock around here if you could guarantee
* that.

I imagine you could.
Mr. Koontz stated that he was renting his land for

a month and 6 times 400 would be ^2400.00, a year, wouldn't it?
Did he testify that he made H2400.00 a year?

It is what the place is worth.
I thought may be he testified that he made ^2400.00.He said he was renting his pasture for /2.00 a head,

pasture is worth anything like ,/2.00 or
'

2.50 a month, and this
territory would carry 250 to 300 cattle, your estimate is very

low.

X X *

'f*
n

2.00
. £

V

A*

If the

If he could keep the land full of stock all the time, that
is probably 'true.

\
Xx *

Mr. XI. H. Stonebriner, a witness of lawful age, being first
duly sworn, deposes as follows:

DIRECT EKAMUTATION: Mr. Armstrong.

Mr. Stonebriner, do you mind stating your age?

46 years of age.
LAW OFFICES
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i- "There do you reside, ::r. Stonebriner?

Charlottesville.A.
In v»rhat business are you now engaged?

I consider myself an employee of the Virginia Forestry

I was until I was transferred to the park area.
Do I understand that you are now and have been about 14

months an employee of the Virginia State Commission on Conservat-
ion ahd Development for the State of Virginia?

ML*

Services.

Yes sir.
Tvhat have been your duties as such, or rather, what kind of•4.

work have you been engaged in as such employee?

Check the estimates and examinations made by other members

of the party and sometimes make a detail examination of certain

A-mi.•

properties.
Hhen you speak of estimates and examinations, do I understand

you to mean the lands in the park area to be condemned?

I would say the estimates of timber and ‘the appraisal ofA m

property.
Stonebriner, I will ask you the extent to your experience

in observing lands within the counties of Virginia sought to be
'acquired by the State Commission on Conservation and Development
9 »

for the Shenandoah national Park?
;#

For four years prior to this particular work, I was district

forester in the northwestern part of the state.
*»>

consisted of 7 of the 8 counties in the park area,

me in these 7 counties sometimes over six weeks, sometimes as

much as three months.

Mr.4»

...

My district

My work took

During the last year or 3*ear and one half,

I have been in the park area.
ift the last year or year and one half•4. You say, you have been

in the park area.
*

includ d in the nark area?

Not exactlŷ traversed.

You mean you have traversed the ground to be

The boundary is all.
Have you been on the tract of HoOntz land that we are talking

LAW OFFICES
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The grazing portion of it.
Have you been over other lands in the neighborhood?

A.
-i.

Yes sir.A*

Have you been over other portions of peoples land in otherr\

parts of Page County within the park area?

Yes sir.iA*

In Rockingham County?-w *

Yes sir.it

In Warren County?4.

A. Yes sir.
Then you have actually covered a great deal of the area of

the lands in these three counties which have been sought for the

4.

Shenandoah national Park?

Yes sir.*A.
Did you form an estimate or judgment of value of the Hoontz4.

land?

I went on the Koontz land primarily for the purpose of ob-
serving what had been done or rather, to see if there was a clear

I didn’t make a detaildescription about what had been done.

Sometimes we observe something that calls for a re-examination.
In this case, I agreed with what had been writtenexamination.

•' about it and what was shown on the nap.
Do I understand that other employees of the Virginia State<*•

Commission on Conservation and Development had gone upon the trait?

Yes.•£L #

4."* They make a memorandum of the soil, acreage, and etc. and

bring in a - report to you?

Yes, the examination was under my direction. It was left

to me to decide whether to - run a strip across the west acres so

as to get a knowledge of the soil condition.
So you took their report and went upon the Hoontz tract?n

Yes sir.•

Does that ..embody the report that was laid before you?-W *

LAW OFFICES
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memory, please state the value of the Koontz tract, and what

caused you to make it that value?

All I could do would be to just refer to the same figures

here. ’With Hr. Price’s permission.
-a.»

BY MR PRICE:
figures.

There isn’t any need going over the same

Give your opinion of the value as made up as to the total

value.
I think it is in line with other property of the same class

on the Blue Ridge in the park area, especially the timber types.
There are some acres of timber land in Tennessee where the soil

I would say is better timber soil than it is in the Blue Ridge.
It is nothing for them to cut 20 to 25M board feet per acre and

the Government bought land there that did cut 40M board feet per
m

I would say that the prices fixed there are just in line

with what the government has been paying in different localities,

and I won’t say closer than ’;5.00 in my opinion.
It may be $5.00 high and it may

be „;5.00 low but that is as close as I would like to fix the price.
You mean the valuation as fixed in that report just read by

acre.

I want the

Board to knov; just my opinion.

Mr. Harsh?

I would say that it is within v5.00 of the market value.Yes.•A.

CROSS EXAMINATION: Mr. Price.

Where were you raised?

I was raised on a farm until about 1915.A.
'./here?a.
In Shenandoah County,
'Where in Shenandoah County?

Near Edinburg.
You handled any cattle?

No, I didn’t own any cattle of my own, I farmed.
You never owned- any?

*
No stock cattle.

-x•

JX.
ry
<6*
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Never fed any?

Not of my own.
You know nothing of the cattle business, ever worked in it?
I never owned any.
You have estimated the value of land here you say according

to what the Government has been paying for timber land.
Government condemning that land or buying it?

G•

A.

-a.

Was the

Buying it.A.
When the labor situation has reached what it has been in the

<c.
State of Virginia for the last 10 years, a man that could get
money out of timber was a very good business man?

I know a number of men that have made money up until the
last two years.

You don’t estimate the timber to be of any special value
under the present conditions of labor and rates, do you?

If it is handled right, I think so.
Get back to the grazing land; how many cattle do you think

it would carry?

I think their number is too high.
What is your opinion?

I think 150;.is high in comparison with other land that I
consider good quality land, and where I am reasonably sure that.

I know what it has been carrying.

A.

A*

• r

A.

A.
*

m.

You know of any land that is for sale that you could buy for
$40.00 an acre. I am not talking of any land under condemnation
but do you know of any land that can .be bought for $40.00 an acre';

I don’t know of any that is £br sale.A.
0,. Have you ever tried to sell any? Hver been in the real estate
business?

Not in the real estate business but I have disposed of a
couple pieces of property.

*
Do you know of any grazing land near Hdinburg that can be

bought for $40.00'an acre?
That isnTt a grazing section over there.-

A.

•i*
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Don’t you think approximately 09000.00 for this tract of

land is mighty low?

No, I don’t think so.
You think a man should he paid handsomely for owning real

estate in Virginia, don’t you?

I think* there is a great risk in the cattle business.
Will you tell me any kind of business that there isn’t any

v

4.
'c

A
A#

There is a - risk in every kind of business in this life,risk in.
isn’t there, Mr. Stonebriner?

Yes, but even more hazardous in this line of business.A
ii.

BY MR. PRICE: I want to ask the Commissioners to take a view of
this property and I would like to be present wit' the Commissione
when it is done. Notify Mr. Marsh to be present when it is done.

rs

BY MR. PRICE: After the Commissioners have viewed the premises
in this case and the other four cases that I represented at thishearing, I desire to orally present argument on behalf of theclaimants before this Commission as to the value of the variousproperties represented by our firm.
BY MR. BILLINGSLEY: Mr.Price, the Commission will give you thatopportunity and we will be glad to hear you. I take

^
it that youdesire this hearing not to be on the mountain at the time of viewing, but at sane other time?

*

BY MR. PRICE: Yes sir, at any other place that it will be con-venient to you. Of course, I don’t request the Commissioners tohear it on the Mountain.

.¥

I

H

.

LAW OFFICES
B R O U N & P R I C E

ROANOKE, VA.





>
? .

INDEX

Name Pages

R. D. Koontz 1 to 15-
Mr. Louderback 15 to 21

Mr. Charles Sellers 21 to 24

Mr. V. L. Bidler 24 to 27

Mr. R. I. Breeden 28 to 31

Mr. Grover C. Koontz 31 to 35

Mr. C. D. Price 35 to 39

Mr. Phil Lamb 39 to 40

Mr. Michael Long 40 to 42

Mr. S. R. Aleshire 42 to 45

Mr. William Graves 45 to 46?

Mr. E. L. Koontz 46 to 49*

Mr. William Long 49 to 52

Mr. I. II. Cave 52 to

Mr. Isaac Long

Mr.S. E. Marsh ( Defense Witness)

Mr. W.H. Stonebriner (Defense ..itness)

53 to 54

55 to 63

63 to 6Q

*

i

.V

t*

'1.

LAW OFFICES
B R O U N & PRICTE

ROANOKE, VA.
«

f


	Koontz_R.D_Deposition_Cover
	MAD_Koontz_R.D_ Deposition_0001
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0002
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0003
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0004
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0005
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0006
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0007
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0008
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0009
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0010
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0011
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0012
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0013
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0014
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0015
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0016
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0017
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0018
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0019
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0020
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0021
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0022
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0023
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0024
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0025
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0026
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0027
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0028
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0029
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0030
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0031
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0032
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0033
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0034
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0035
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0036
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0037
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0038
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0039
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0040
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0041
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0042
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0043
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0044
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0045
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0046
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0047
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0048
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0049
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0050
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0051
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0052
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0053
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0054
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0055
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0056
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0057
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0058
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0059
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0060
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0061
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0062
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0063
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0064
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0065
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0066
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0067
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0068
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0069
	MAD_Koontz_RD_ Deposition_0071
	MAD_Koontz_RD_INDEX_ Deposition

