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111 '!'l!E CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCl(ll!Gl!Al! COUl!TY, VIRGDnA. 

To tho Honorable H, w. Bertram, 

JIJ.de;e of tho Ciroui t Court of Rook:1ngham COWlt;r, Virginia: 

Th• Ul.8W•r of l. A. Garber to a rule issue4 

aga1nst him to appear before the Judge ot the Circuit 

Court of Rockingham County at the Couri Rouse on the 

n1nth day of September, 191!9, to smw cause why he 

ellol.14 no~ be fined a,:d attached for fa1111l& to deliTer 

all tho books Ul4 papers in his possoesion as treasurer 

at RockJ.n;;ham County, to Oeorge !. Keezoll, Treasurer, 

pur11U&11t to the order of eaid court entered on the 18th 

daJ' of febru.ary, 1929; 

!his defendant answering said rule ill peraon 

and in writing, respeottu.lly represents: 

That he complied •1th the roquirements of ••id 

01-der entered on the istb df.1 of ?obruar;r, 1929, 1n th:at 

he delivered to tile said George D, Koezell, Treasurer of 

Rockingham County, V1:rgio1a, on or before the seoon(I day 

ot March, 1929, all the booka and paper■ in the office of 

the !reaaurer ot Rocking.baa County, inolud1J>& all tu 

1>1okets and levies for the current year, for which hob ad 

not accounted end paid into the treasury. ' 

'l'h&t aaoog the books then left 1n the ou.stody ot 

said George B. Xeezell were the General Lodger. Day Book, 

Journals and Bank Pass Book•, none of Which were removed 

b:, defend.s.:ot fro"' said office until )taroh 2let, 1929; that 

from !,larch 5th to about l<arch 21.st the expert aeoountao;;a 

from the office of the State Comptroller were here, engsged 

in auditing the accounts ot your defen~tu1t end in the course 

of that sork they had acoe1■ to end r.ado u.ee of the aaid 

boots in the office o~ aa1d Keezell ae '??,easurer; that upon 
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the completion ot ,he work o! B&id aooountante, on t.Alroh 21st, 

1929, they havi?J& naoertained the tru.e balances due trom 

defendant and the uounts to b• aet up as charges in a new 

le<iga? aoeo=t to be opened 011 be~ o! Ceorge B. iree%ell 

as Tr•asurer, the a&id defend_ant then paid in tull the 

amounta due said Ksozell, and thereupon aald ledger, day 

book, Journ"ll and banl; paes 'oooka were t&lten by de:l'end.ant 

to be used b,r hill ao :l'ar a.s needed 1n the eub■equent 

settlement to be made b,r him with the Auditor of Publio 

AcoOUllte in oonaeot1on with State twns, Which settlemant 

with the Auditor, Without detondant•a fault, was dei.,red 

until Jilly 2~th, 1929; that in the interim, to-wit: llay 

21st, 1929, he reotiTed :l'rom a. P. Jreezell, Doputy or 

George B. Keezsll, a request tor the retul"ll ot the booke, 

&o. to w 1ch 4-e:l'end.ant iJt:::lediattlT repl.ied, a oop)" or whioh 

reply ii hereto a:l':1'1xed, marked "Exhibit one•, and prayed 

to bo rend as part here or: that after ll>l.king thls reply, 

and no further demand or request bnT!n6 been received by 

defendant tr/JIii e&.14 George ll. Xeo,.ell, &ltho~, du:ring 

the month o:I' Jul,r, defendant o.t Ta.rious time1 saw and 

conversed with said Keezell, defendant assumed thet the 

4el~ in the retnrn or the boob••• e.greoablo to said 

A88ZSl.l; that when the settlement o! State J:un4a wltc the 

Auditor was completed as aforesaid on July 2,th, the defendant 

was requeeted by one of the assistants in the Clerk'• oft1oe 

or RoekSag/Jem Couct1 to pemit at.id boolca to remain in that 

office tor comparison With certain recorru. in the said 

(Jlork'e ot!ioe, and defendant belieTing that aa1d books 

were in tact his o~-n priTate reoorda of tranaaot1ons dur10& 

his enou.banc:, of the 1'reall'CU'Or'• of:1'1ce, rather than public 

record,, and also having no reo.100 to presu111e that the 

said George B. Keezell needed aame for ai;y public purpoa11 
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1n his otfioo, ooneented that said books remain in the 

Olork's otfioe, and they did remain there until the 7th 

Gey of Soptubor, 1929, txcept that defendant rttained 

in bis on private records tho bank P••• books; that it 

waa the Plll'poee and !ntont ot the eaid defend,i.nt to transfer 

t'rom the County Cler.k'o otfloe to the Trerusurer'a ottice. 

said books as soon as the need in the Clerk's office had 

teraln&ted; wb1oh 'i'reslJlll"er•e otf!oe is Juet acro11 the 

ball fr<Jll tbt said Clerk's office; that on the 7th day ot 

September, 1929, defendant actually delivered to the said 

lree2eU • a ott1ct the Ba.id ledgar, d&V book, Jow-nal.a and the 

aaid ballli: pa■a books as well; that tho absence of said books 

rrom said office defendant did not believe nor doea he now 

believe in any wa.:, hampered or ,indored said xeezeU in tbt 

Uscharae of lua duty •• aach Tl-ea91ll'er; •~.at defendant 

had been informed that when the se.1d Keezell was nooeeded 

to ottioe na Treasurer by 2. W. Reherd, said Keezoll had 

retained aicilar books upon his retirement; that turtbermore, 

u, the canolu1on ot Ule audi t1n& of aaicl. boo kl, de!end11Dt 

understood :rr ... his conversation with the said aooountants 

that the aa1d ledger, day book and ~ournue could pro;erly 

be retained by h1a and not n-anaferred ~o his n120oeaaor 1n 

office, at l.Alaat until oocpletion of h11 settlement ot tho 

State f'anda With the Auditor, and de:tendant was turther 

1nfol'll!ed that it has boon the common practice 1n Virginia tor 

out-going troaaurere u, retain s11111lar books ueed daring their 

incumbenoe of the office ot County '?rtaaurer; tha~ defendant 

turtber eaye that prior to the iseuanoe of the rule aga! net 

him in thie proceedings, be bad neTer seen nor had served 

upon him tbe or<ler entered l>y this Collrt 12pon the 18th day 

o:t :February, 1929, whereby 1t "88 di.rooted that be should 
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deliver the books and papers to the esid Kee£&11 on or befOl'e 

!,{arch 2nd, 1929, and detendant did not seaume that such booke 

and doouonts as aight be neceaa&r11J' UBed in malting eet•l•ment 

•1th tho State Auditor wa.ud be demu11l.ed by hi.a until at leut 

final settlement with aaid Au.ditor, the date ot which was 

neoeasarily unknown. 

'Phi.a detend4Dt rurther aa;,a that ill all he has 

done, ho i.a aoted in good faith, without any deeign, wish 

or intention 1n the slightest degree of committine any 

contempt or disobeying any order ot this Ronorable Cou.rt, 

or ot tnterterring with or 1:amperlo« the eaid George B. 

Keezell U, handling the atfall's of the treasu.rer•s otfioe 

or of violnilM e.ny rQo.u.irement 1>t lawi that he denies that the 
absenoe qr eaid books nt&rrerredwith, or h11111pered said ~•eze11 in tho 

discharge ot the It, by any 1aeana thie cletendant may seem to ha Ye ~utiea oi ~la of!1oe. 

not literaU7 omplied •1th the or4or of the Court or haYe 

been guilty of any oontempt, the d•ttndan~ ea.ya tha< the 

same was U.OinteDtional and inadvertent, and thle dofende.nt 

hereby tenders to the oourt hls apoloSY there tor • 

.l.n4 a,w haYing .tllJ.ly an.wired, defenunt pr a,e <hat 

this rule may be diBlllinaed ag_~inat him, Withoat coat to him, 

be not b&.vins intentionally oo'""'i ttell 8.0¥ conte111pt ot this 

Eonorable Court. 
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state of Virginie., 

City ot B,u,r1aoriburg, to-wit: 

I, Teresa SulliYe.n - - - - - - , a ~otar~ 

Public in and tor the City and State uoresaid, do hereby 

oerti:ty tut I, ;.. O=b•r, w!loae l1&M 1a signed co tbe 

torego1ng wr1 ting, this lb,y personally appeared bo!ore me 

1n my se.14 City e.nd me.do oath that tho ste.temento oontained 

111 the foregoing answer are tru.e, 

G1Yan under •Y hand t!lJ.a 9th da;r of September, 1929. 
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Capt. In ~ P roez•ll 
'!an1.. 011b.u-5, fa. 

l(y dear Capt. -Keezell: 

llay 21, 1929. 

I &AYO . OID' letter of l!a:, .20th aall~ th&t I 
r•tiu-D to ,-Olll' oUioo UI• ae-.ora.l &ooka whio!: I ha.-e 
been hol41n& unt~l I oolll.d cet tinal aettl•~•nt rroa tbe 
State. 

A• I stated to ,YO\l in pel'aon two •••k• ago, 1 t 
ia absolutely neoee&al'f that l ha.-e my 11oneral led/lor In 
order to mal01 this cottlement with tho State Auditor, 
IUld I "111 bo yery ·lad t~ laa•• theaa booke at th ottioo 
Ju.at U 80 iJ U I 08D OOllpleto a;t ••ttl .. 1mt. 

I lllight say, however, that the genar~l ledger 
haa never been regarded publio property. You ha.-e nil ot 
the or1~1nal ent:r, boob and publ1o reoorda to llhiob the 
tax pa;yer1 ha•e a r1tht to refer. ,n inquiry, )'Oil •ill 
ttn4 tut wben your tatba.r noated the off too before, 
none of th&H boob or records oN left 1.n ti. ffice 
for :.:r. lleheru •a oonvonionoe. (,n tbo oontrar;r, ;. h&n 
left everythl!lg but 1117 pne?'al led.,ol', one Jo Jrlllll, 
and one l1a,Y book -- tho three of 11h1oh oarr;y 1117 acoou.nta 
•1th the State Auditor and contain lhe 1ntol'lllation 1t 1s 
neoeaaar,r for me to h&Te in mak1ne ,ey final aettlomont w1th 
tho Auditor. Tou un<1or1tand perfaotl; well whJ' l..., kOOJl g 
t~em Wltll I have tl:1 • t1nal settle on t. wee.t a,,o the 
AU0.1tol' Wl'OtD t"lO t ·•• .e wo1'ltl ~.?'01. l,1 be &bl■ aubnit 
a deti.ile4 eettlement 1 tbi.n ten da;, , so 1 OA ho in,; .-e17 
11~ch to get thia ool'~ ocmpleted within the r.oxt tew daya. 
I will then return t<> ;10 .;r ott1oe tho 4a;, book o.ml. ,ournal, 
but I'"" ent1rel: at lora Lo underatond whbt you •ant 
•1th the «enoral led~•,. ~ten the ,.,d1tora reoontl:, ga.-e 
,-ou all tt ledger tootl.n,·s •1 tb . lob JOll weTo ohareed. 
At that ti , .-i.en I oall•.d t!ieil' attention to tlll !ao1; 
that it u~l., Lo nece1aaey tor 110 to retal%1 141 le~r until 
tne state had the time to go o.-e,- the co u:rt vr4or11 and man 
final eettlomont with 111•, both of th•m told me that it was 
not expected that I lea.-, tho genar•l ledger in tho office 
aa yow.- lodger footin 11 'AOl'G all that :ou r.eeded ana that 
I r-ho•lll tat• r,y gene al ledjJor •1 L ., •• 

o•oYff, ve ro obJaotlon et a1.l t> leaY1Jl4 
the general led,<!er .1 t. ,ou el.90 11 1 t •ill be of er-1 
eervloe to ;rou Juat a, ~oon a.s l ocr1>lete tile ,ettlement 
ab..,..-e referred to. 

J. A. Garber" 
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IN THE C lRCUIT COUR'.l' OF ROCKIIIGHAl! COUNTY, '11'.llCl •u. 

lo tl:e cat ter ot 
J. A. Garber, ex-TreaS11rer of 

RooldnghAm County, Virginln. 

TO TllE RONORAJ!LE K. W. l!ERTRA!.I, 

JUroE OF TJIE CIP.CUI'l' COURT 01' 

ROCXIlfGlW,( COUliTY, VIROD,U: 

!he pet1tiot or ;)eorg,e B. Keezell, treasurer ot 

Roclt1ng)l&m COIUlty, Virginia, reopeot1'1lll.J' represents: 

Tbnt,~a more tally appears from the dul.J' recorded 

order o! the Court, your petitioner ns, on the 18th it&,, o! 

February, 1929, duly appointed treasurer ot the oollllty of Rooking• 

h!'o to t111 out the un&xp1red ti:enn ot J. A. Ge.rber, 1ret.su.r~r 

reeigned. 

That thereafter on the 25th dl,I' of February, 1929, 

your pe,ttioner duly qWtlified as snob treuurer and executed 

the required penal bond, and on the 1st dey of llaroh, 1929, 

ao1JU1:1ed oharge ot said treasurer• s ottioe and has been s!noe then 

am ie no~ acting ae the Collllty Treaaurer of sa1~ county ot Rook­

inghac. 

That, as further appears from the said order o! 

appointoen~, the same provided, inter alia, ae !ollowe: 

"It ta rurt,er o!'4ered that \Le said J. A. Garber, 

do on or beto1•• the 1st ~o.y o:t 1:arch, 1929, del1ver a.11 o! the 

books ar.d papers in his possesa1on u l'ffas,u-er ot Ro~l:a.D 

CoQllty, inolll41ng Ul tax tick•ts and leviee for the current y•ar 

tor whioh be baa not aooo=tod and paid in~o the 1reaeury, to the 

s,ud George B. ~eezel1, taltit:c:: hla receipt tor the S$J:le.• 

Your petitioner f~rther reproaents and here avere 

that <he sa14 J. A. Garber bae not oocpliet tllll7 with the 
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reqllJ.ram•nts of 8&14 or4er 1n tMt he atill hol48 1n h18 po~•-
" o •11, in lr -,,.~, y i ►ook, j"' irna.1 J , - 1 lloot 

essioo at least aertain bocks, papere a.n4 aoa1U11ents.whioh were 

in his ;osseaa1an as ?==er or Rootinghao Count1 on the 1st 

dB¥ ct March, 1929, the sac.e belOll6ill8 to the sa1C Treasurer'• 

Ottioe, and pertainln,; to thl> aooou.nto an4 :runo.,, there112 ha:,dled 

and to the basiness of sa14 o!tice. Tllat,alth~ o!ton ttquest~d 

so ta do by petitiouer, the ••14 Garber has tailed and continues 

to fail to llia~e 4eU,ery o! Sfild booke, dooUJ>ents a.no pafers to 

your pot1Uloner in aaoordenae with the requ1renents of oaid order. 

And that ~he said failure to rece1Yo and gain possession of aaid 

book•, documents an~ papers hampers petitioner in the hanl111ng ot 

the affairs of eaid office, and 1n the proper oheOking and au4it-

1ng of th• Vari.us fllJlds thereof. 

Wherefore, petitioner pre.J's thnc the said 1. A. 

G.arber, oJ<-'1'.N!aaurer. D2J' be required by proper a,·d a~propriate 

proceeding• heroin to deliver prooptly to your petitioner the 

~or aai4 books, p&J)ers and documents 1n aoool'dai.c e 'Iii th the re­

quiren•nte of the aforesaid ot"c.e~. 
Reapectfull3' euboltted thia 21s 1929. 

Y' a. 
State of Vir,;1nia, 

City of Earrisonbu.rg, to-•it: •• 

I, Ethel lrwin, a notary vublic in alld for the oity 

&!>Ci .. ,ate a~o-relaid, ,mcoe tem of ot!J.oe ex9iree on the l2tt. c.e,y 

of July, 1933, 4o heroby oortift that Gaorge 8. KeezeU, Treasurer 

ot Rookin8hu Cooney, whose name 1s signed to the !ore 6~1ng wr1t1"8, 

this do.y appear••d before ""' 1n m:r sa10. city and, bit.Yin;. been d>.!J' 

sworn, made oath that the atatements oontained in the said writlng 

a.re t ru..e. 

c:aven under ey ha.ad this;J.;,J11ay of Au;;ust, 1929 • 
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I& •h~ Circ!lit Couzt o:t Rocldngba■ County, 7!1-111.Dta. 

Veo. B. r.eeaell. tr-ntm.rar 

J. A. Olirber 

It ILPJJOllrln to the Court f:rom the petition aml affidavit 

or Ce-0. B. lCeczell thi.l ;. A, Cs.rber has !ail.ed U>d rer,,sod to turn 

over to hb all ~f t.ho booko a."111 papers ln h18 ,POBt:esalon as 'i'reas­

uzor cf iloo:.ctnc)u,m CoUlu,y 1:, ooop11s.nce wl lh the ore er ot t!-.1 a Gou.rt 

entered on the 18th d.r.y o:t J'ebruar-,1, l 929: 

!::. ta tt..er1ri:1r•. ordtte'! -;ha: a r:.111 do 1saue \.o th-e :ctc!. 

: • .I.. Co.rb•r. Late -re~r..rer o!: •• ~c1c1nDU'll County, •=onir:;; hut 

to e.p~e,,.r bofcro tbio Co'!lrt on tho 91:h cl>.y of •e;-tC1llbtr r:ext to 

ano,r c,r.we wh; he ahould. not be 1'ined nnd attaohod. tor n!e failure 

to obey the ordei-a o.r thl■ Court an set out in eu1d order of the 

i£th day of F•b:runl',1, H/29. 
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COll{OS-.C...L::11 CY \'IBGI::..u., 

:'o tbe Sheri!! o! Rooldngb""' County, G!U.:T.C.G: 

You a~ hereby 001.,:iuulded to e=non J. A. Garbor to 

ap11•ar before t.ht Ju<lae o! t?:e CJronJ.t :ou.rt 0! Roclcin£l>a Count:r, 

At. the Court Ro~••, on t1:e 9th Clay :,f' Se_pts=ber, next. 'to .sh:>1r 

cnlllle ,rby he should not be f1no4 and attached :ro r fallinfl to de-

11 ver allot th• books and papers in his poaeeeeion ae Treaeurer 

o! Roo1rtngbo,. County, to George l!. K•ezell, Tre1t•u.rer, purm.u,nt 

\o the 0"~•r of this Court entol'e4 on the 16~h -;- ot ?e'bro.ar7. 

191:~. 

Anil lu,v• then and. .ner• th! s :rr1 t. 

ir1tneen, J. dobel"t owl~~•r, Clerk ot our said Co•.IJ't, e.t 

the Court Hou••, the 26th de,y ot •11£1l"t, 192~, d in the l!'xth 
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