
Your charge, is to in.quire. whether the accused is 

guilty of the .felony as cmrga.d in the indictment or not guil.ty. 

If you find him guilty of murde,r, s charged in the 

indictment, and that the s e was c omnit ted with ma lice afore tho ~ht 

and was. ilful., del.iberate. nd pre editated, then you s.bs.ll find 

him guilty, of. rmrder in the first degree and. ascertain his punish

ment at de'L,th, or, in your discretion, by confinement m the peni

tentiary for life, or for any term not less than twenty years. 

If you find him guilty of murder, as charged in the 

indictment, and tha same was commHted with malice aforethought, 

but was not wilful, deliberate and premeditated, then you shall 

find him guilty of murder in the sac.end degree, and ascertain 

hia punishment by confinement 5.n the penitentiary for not less than 

five nor more than twen•y ye rs. 

If you find him not guilty of murder in the first 

degree or of murder ia the second degree, but that he killed .1.obert 

-:Davis rv ithou t ms lie.a aforethought, actual or implied, upon a sudden 

heat, on reasonable provocation, or in mutual combat, ylbu ill find 

him guilty of volunt ry rmnslaughter, and ascertain his _punishnent 

by confinement in the :.penitenti ry fo.r not less than ooe nor more 

than five yea rs. 

If you find hi not guilty of murder :in the first 

degree or of murder in the second degree, or of voluntary manslaughte:r 
~~ trf ~ ~~ 4,-t ~?~~ ~ 

A you ~ill say so and ascertain his punishment by conf inemant in '\' 

the penitentiary for not less than one nor ore than five yes rs, t 
or in your discretion, assess a fine sga mst hi.n of not exceeding l 

1,000.00, or by confinement in ~ail for not exceeding one year, 

or both. 

If you find hi I not guilty, you will say so and no 

m::, re. 
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STATE OF VIRGINIA 

COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, to-wit: 

The grand jurors of the State of Virginia, in 

and for the body of the County of Rockingham, upon their 

oaths do present, that Charles Rufus Lam on the 9th day 

of April, 1931, in the said County of Rockingham, feloni

ously did kill and murder one Robert Davis against the 

peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

This indiitment is found upo~ the testimony 

✓ of C.R. Fawley, Lucy Davis, and Hermf;; Davis, witnesses 

sworn in court and sent before the grand jury to give 

evidence. 
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HOMICIDE 

COMMONWEALTH 

V 

CHARLES RUFUS LAM 

A FELONY 

A True Bill 

Foreman 

D. W. Earman, 
Commonwealth's Attorney 



OFFICE 3•9248 

A. CLAIR SAGER 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

928 HULL STREET 

RICHMOND 24, VIRGINIA 

RESIDENCE 2·9334 

September 25th,.1944. 

Mr. J. Robert Switzer, Clerk 
Circuit Court of Rockingham County 
Harrisonburg, V rg n a 

Dar Sir: 

Pleas advise the name and address of the Judge of your 
Court in 1931; also the names of the Clerk and Commonwealth's 
Attorney at that time together with their respective addres
ses, if they are st 11 living. 

I have been retained for the purpose of presenting a peti
tion to the Governor for executive clemency in the case of 
Charles Rufus lam, who was convicted in your Court 13 years 
ago for the crime of murder and sentenced to life imprison
ment in the Virginia State Penitentiary. If you can furnish 
me with any information relative to this case I will great
ly appreciate the same. 

Enclosed herew th find self-ad reseed envelope for your 
convenience 1 n making reply. I sh a 11 be very glad to re
imburse you for your time and trouble in looking up the 
records in this cas and forwarding to me any pertinent in
formation which might be of assistance in preparing said 
pet tion. 

Very truly, 

ACS/BS 





CO ONWEAL ~ \91 
~~ •' .... 

vs. Felony (homicide) 

CHARLES RUFUS LAM 
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Arrest Warrant 

Common:wealth of Virginia()/_ To-Wit: 
Rockingham _,._________.... \ tk 

To --~----1-r---J~.__..!.......,..<!===------' a -eonstable of said County: 
Whereas, tA,,vJ-/jy :Hhe said County, has this day made 

complaint and inform ·-on'1 v oath befo =----"---=--'--.L..__-=-_,:__ ___ --:_-_~~-:_-.:_-=.-=._-Justice of the 

said County, that ___ -----r1---~--~------=..--,------------------

e sa·. ----~~ .,.,,...........,_,_.,, 1" __ ~.- 1 , ·n the said County, did 

These are therefore, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to command you forthwith to 
apprehend and bring before, me or some other Justice of the said County, the body of the said 

to answer the said complaint and to be further dealt with according to law. And you are required 
to summon ----

to appear and give evidence in behalf of the Commonwealth, on the examination touching the said 

offence. 

Given under my hand and seal. this_--r'-~--

. P. [Seal] 



Commonwealth 

Judgment 

That the Defendant found guilty and fined 

and costs as follows: 

Fine 

Clerk's Fee 

Justice's Fee 

Arrest 

Summoning ,vitness 

Witnesses Attendence and Mileage 

Total 

Justice of the Peace. 

Commonwealth 

vs. Arrest Warrant 

before ......................................................................... . 

a justice of Rockingham County, and by sum

moning the within named witnesses in person 

this.7" .. day o~ ................ 1J../. 

aL~.d&..~ .. 
C t I Ir of Rockingham County 
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