Leonard H, Wood
VS,

The Commonweslth of Virg inis,

T0 D. W. EABMAN, GOMMONWEALTH'S ATTORNEY FOR BOCKIN GHAM COUNTY,

VI EGINI 4

TAKE NOTICE, That on Ssturday, the 6th day of Juna,
1931, I shell apply to the Honorable H. W. Bertram, Judge of the
Circuit Court of Rockinghsm County, sitting in chambers at Ear-
risonburg, Virginia, to sign bill of exceptions in the case of

lLeona rd He Wood vs.Bhe Commomwealth of Virginia, and at the sams

time T will apply to the Clerk of the said Circuit Court for =
rensceript of the record of the said Gause, 1t being my intention
[o apply to the Suprems Court of Appeals of Virginia for a Writ
pf Error to the judgment emtered in s=id cause on the 20th day

pf lMay, 1931.

Given under my hand this 23rd day of iay, 1931.

: By Counse l.

Regal =2nd timely service accepted.







IN VACATION :

In the Clerk’s Office of the Supreme Court of Appeals of
Virginia at Staunton, on Saturday the 24th., day of
Lecember, 1985 .

The Clerk of the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia at

Richmond certifies the following order in words and figures
following, to-wit:

VIRGINIA :

In the Supreme Court of Appeals, held at the State Library

Building, in the City of Richmond, on Thursday
the 17th., day of hovember, 193 2.
Leonard H. Wood, Plaintiff in error.

sgainst
Commonwealth of Virginie, befendant in error.

Upon & writ of error and supersedeas to & judgment
rendered by the circuit court of Rockingham county on the
¢th., day of May, 1931.

This cause, which is pending in this Court at its place of
session at Staunton, having been fully heard but not determined
at said place of session; this day came here the parties by
counsel, and the Court having maturely considered the tran-
script of the record of the judgment aforesaid and arguments
of counsel, is of opinion, for reasons stated in writing and
filed with the record, that the said judgment is erroneous. It is
therefore edjudged and ordered that the said judgment be reversed and
annulled, the verdict of the jury set aside, and the case is remanded

to the said circuit court for & new trisl to be had in esccordance wilth
the views expressed in the said written opinion of this court.

Which is ordered to be entered in the order book here and
forthwith certified, together with a certified copy of the
opinion in this cause, to the Clerk of this Court at Staunton,

who will enter this order in the order book there and certify
it to the said circuit court.

A Copy, Teste:
\ \1@ H. Stewart Jones, C. C.
A
- i Tl
\ \

NANAAID Riees-

A Copy, Teste:






ftp:YE‘ OF \/IR GI]Y[
4

SuPREME COURT OF APPEALS
STAUNTON,VA.

CHIEF JUSTICE: H.H.WAYT, CLERK
ROBERT R. PRENTIS

JUSTICES:
PRESTON W.CAMPBELL
HENRY W, HOLT
LOUIS S. EPES
EDWARD W.HUDGINS
HERBERT B. GREGORY

GEORGE L.BROWNING July 11, 1931.

This is to certify that upon the petition of Leonard H. Wood,
one of the Justices of the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia has
allowed a writ of error and supersedeas to a judgment of the Circuit
Court of Rockingham county pronounced on the 6th., day of May, 1931,
in the cause then therein pending of Commonwealth of Virginia v.
Leonard H. Wood, but said supersedeas, however, 1s not to operate
to discharge the accused from custody, 1f in custody, nor to release
his bail, if out on bail.
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To the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County.
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COMMONWEALTH
v CHARGE TO THE JURY

LEONARD HARRY WOOD

If you find the accused, Leonard Harry Wood, not guilty,

you will say so and no more,
If you find him guilty of seduction, as charged in the
indictment, then you will say so and fix his punishment by confine-

ment in the penitentiary for a period of not less than two years

nor more than ten years.
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Commonwealth of Virginia,
Rockingham County, To- Wit :

BE IT REMEMBERED, that on the;'/ ___________ day of
\g (’&)/_OJJ , principal an
su

CNgr ey

r

\ - , d f 4 e ML asmoTL.
M .......................................... ' ..., of the said County of Rockingham,

(J. P. or Bail Commissioner)

and acknowledé%hemselves to be indebted to the Commonwealth of Virginia each in Q‘sum of

4
- Gy

to be levied of their respective goods and chattels, lands and tenements, for the use of the Common-

mcz,«,caﬂ S Dallars, ($,4‘.ﬂ_0 -

wealth of Virginia rendered, and they each severally waived their homestead exemption to their re-

cognizance; yet upon this conditj

That if the said

i 7% A,

~34@—" and at such other time or times to which the proceedings may be continued or further

)

heard, and before any court or judge hereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with

the said chafge, and then and there answer the Commonwealth of Virginja concerning a certain

............................................................................... whereof the saldX- #= M {_stands

charged, and be bound under said recognizance until the charge is finally gposed of or until it is

declared void by order of a competent court, then the above recognizance shall be null and void; other-

wise to remain in full force and effect.







In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: (F2 e
To the, Sheriff of Roek:KCounty,

G/eting-

gL, _
/’g)ﬁfiv/% o ﬂ,,,/ﬁ_zx;

to appear before the Judge of the Circwit Couwrt offliocktng‘ham County, at the Court
House thereof, at 10 o’clock, a. m., on the... 2. . f’ ...... day of ... /)Z ........................ 1922
to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Defendant in the prosecution of the Common-

/A—a/fﬂ/fj %ﬁ ?“7’(

wealth, plmntbff, against

and there this Writ.
Witness, J ROBERT SWITZER, | Clerk of our sa'd ourt, at the Court House, the

ea/' of the Commonwealth.

News-Record, Harrisonburg, Va. §
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF ROCKING , to-wit:

In the Circuit Court of said County:

The grand jurors in and for the bodj of said
County of Rockingham, and now attending said court at
its April term, 1931, upon their oaths do present that
Leonard Harry Wood, on or about the 1lst day of March,
1930, in said County of Roékingham, did unlawfully and
feloniously, under promise of marriage, seduce and
have illicit connection with Dorothy Shorts, an un-
married female of previous chaste character, against
the-peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia.

This indictment is found on the testimony of

Dorothy Shorts and Maxine Shorts.



 SEDUCTION
COMMONWEALTH
E LEONARD HARRY woop (.

A FELONY

A True Bill

2oy
¢ Foreman /

D. W. Earman,
Commonwealth's Attorney

1%
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF FOCKINGHAM COUNTY,VIRGIN Ii,

Leonayd H, Wood
Adse

The Commorweslth of Virginia,

Be it remembered that upcn the triasl of this case the
Comuonwealth to maintsin the iseue upon her part introduced the
following evidence:

Dorothy Short, the prosecutrix, testified that she was
19 years of age, that her baby waes born December lst 1820, that sh
was, hos been, end is now, &2 resident of Rockinghan county, Virgin
’”t?fha; she had known the defandsnt since September 1828, that hs
visited her =t first less frequently, and then three or four times
& week, that they were resl good friends, 2nd that he seemed to
think that she wes the only girl in the world; ti®t he frequentily
declared his love for har; Yﬁa‘f he begsn begging her to give up
to him/but she didInt, cu;;m December 1929 in Rockingham County
she yielded, after he hsd promised to merry her, 1f =nythihg
hoppened, that =fter she became pregnant he wanted her to take

thet he Pegged her to keep her parentas qulet, saying that he was
going to merry her, thet the date for the marriage was set by him
1I:lz.'at. for July 30th 1830, 2and then, on his claim thst he didn't
heve the money with which to mérry. for septenber 6th 1830;that
then sod-theresbouts, he left Virginia and went to work in Bluefie
West Virginia, snd thet during their friendship and eourtship she
received from him the following letters:

soms medicine, turpentine, and tsnsy pills and bought her a syrinﬁ,

1‘4
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Shenandoah, Va,
September 10, 1928

Dear "Dot,"

Just 2 few lines bafore I go to bed to let you know I
em thinking of you tonight.

Dodothy I would like to heve = date with you Friday
night, If the river is clear I 2m going flshing 3sturday at Rileys
ville.

"Dot" if it suits please let me know if ] doa't hear
snything from you I won't see yous This is rather.shorxt but will
write you 2 longer one the next time. I sm rezl sleepy csn haopdly

keep my eyes open, Will see you in my dreams tonight so will sy
goodnight for this time.

Pe B0 H.OPQ it Wﬁll Su1t.

Ag ever

Leonerd

W - e - - s D e

3henandosh, Va,
October 1, 1928,

Desrest "Dot"

Just 2 line before going home from work to let yu mow
I2p coming down Tuesday nite, If it is reining do not expect me.
Will see you Thursésy if it should be rsining. I am sure sorry
thet it reined Sundsy but hope I 4id'nt keep you 2t home waiting
for me, Hs! don't guess you would stay home waiting for me anyway.,.

Well will close for I hasve some 2 pples to pick this eve,

48 ever

Leonard







Shenandoah, Va.
Hov. 15, 1928,

Dear Dorothy,

I owe you 2 letter so will answer it tonite.

I fogot to tell you what time I would be down 3unday nite

if pothing happens § will see you by seven o'clocks "Pot"

I think I will go over to the rink to a basket ball geme tonite.

I don't core much about going for I =m not ¢muy about bagket ball
groe® but there isn't sny thing 2lse hare to dos I took Ben to
Luray this sftemoon looksd for you when I came by Honeyville
~|but didn't see any of you =21l, Dot if you wsnt to move te Shenane
| dosh I hope you 2ll will soon be moving, Of course I don't went to
see you dissatisfled, Hel Hal Dot my mother and father are going
to Rosnoke in » week or 20, I guese I will keep house won't that
be something,

Nell it i1s slmost time for me to go to the game if I
am going, so will close for this time, If you were up hors I would
see you instead of going to the game, "C",

(PeS3e I won't pet you any more "Dot" if it doesn't suit you "Dot"
I am sure it wont meke any differsnce to me that is if you want

to ect mean like that,)

Good bye with Love

Le ona rd.

, Shensudosh, Ve,

X Dec. 12, 1928,

}!eereat "Dos",

I =sm not much of & hand at writing lotters but like
yﬁo be 2as 200d a8 my word,

Guess who got merried yosterday? Edwin Booton snd
‘;;"“‘»‘-»'#lqba Smithe I sure was surprieed every one seemed to be. He

y ;Fmd every one thinking he dida't csre anything about her. I don't
ﬂ:elhn he was as cr@zy sabout her o8 he was Emily Pace. (Clork said
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he wasn't going to give them anything for Christmes. he sure hates
here I don't think it 2ny of his businese if they are satisfied I
sm sure he should be.

"Dot™ we lslged to Chsarles over loag distance telsphone
! e fow minutes ago =and they have closed the school down uatil JamaTy
3 on =2ccount of Flus He said he was sick but was goiag to try and
come home tomorrow if they would let him. The flu sure must be gZets
ting bad 1 resd in s paper todsy where they =re closing the sohooﬂ-
in North Carolinas, 1 sure believe my Grandmother hss had flu she
has beensick for two weeks the Dr. seems to think that is what's
wrong with hers

Ohy Yes, I slmost forgot the mst iuportant thing I
will be down Friday night and also 3undsy if its Q.%.

"0" I am ssking in plenty of time. Of course when [ want a date [
went its "Dot"™ when you 211 move up here I sm going to slip acros
to see you most eny time., I stsy here st home 211 the time the
only time I go any whore is when I am down there. I think that is
rether bed habit don't youtr77777%%

You c¢=zn snswer that gquestion when I come down,

They hsd a fire in Elkton todsy. I hesrd the pop fsctory
burned upe They had the fire wagon from here and slso the one from
Harrismburg.

"Dot" 1 am getting very sleepy 80 will close for this

time s2nd for slways if I don't got asn answer some time.

With Love
Leon= rd
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