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IN V ACA'l~ION : 
In the Clerk's Office of the Supreme Court of Appeals of 
Virginia at Staunton, on ~aturday the 24th., day of 
J.;ecember, 1932 

The Clerk of the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia at 
Richmond certifies the following order in words and figures 
following, to-wit: 

VIl~GINIA: 

In the Supreme Court of Appeals, held at the State Library 
Building, in the City of Richmond, on Thursday 
the 17th., day of l,ovember, 1932. 

Leonnrd H. Wood, 

against 

I'laintiff in error. 

Coumonwealth of Virgjnia, 0efende~t in Error. 

Upon a writ of' error and supersedeas to a judgment 
renaered by the circuit court of hockingham county on the 
Gth., day of' 1Miy, 1931. 

This cause, which is pending in this Court at its place of 
session at Staunton, having been fully heard but not determined 
at said place of session; this day came here the parties by 
counsel, and the Court having maturely considered the tran-
script of the record of the judgment aforesaid and arguments 
of counsel, is of opinjon, for reasons stated in writing and 
filed with the record, that the said judgment is erroneous. It is 
therefore adjudged and order·ed trat tlle said judgment be reversed and 
annulled, the verdict of the jury set 1:.side, ano the CBse is remanGed 
to the said circuit court for a new trial to be had in accordance with 
the views eYpressed in tre rnio written opiriion of tr.is court. 

Which is ordered to be entered in the order book here and 
forthwith certified, together with a certified copy of the 
opinion in this cause, to the Clerk of this Court at Staunton 
who will enter this order in the order book there and certify 
it to the said circuit court. 

A Copy, Teste: 
H. Stewart Jones, C. C. 

\ A Copy, Teste: ~¥-rk. 
' 





CHIEF JUSTICE: 

ROBERT R. PRENTIS 

JUSTICES: 

PRESTON W.CAMPBELL 
HENRYW.HOLT 
LOUIS S. EPES 
EDWARD W. HUDGINS 
HERBERT 8. GREGORY 
GEORGE L. BROWNING 

STAUNTON,VA. 

H. H. WAYT, CLEFH< 

July 11, 1931. 

This is to certify that upon the petition of Leonard H. Wood, 
one of the Justices of the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia has 
allowed a writ of error and supersedeas to a judgment of the Circuit 
Court of Rockingham county pronounced on the 6th., day of May, 1931, 
in the cause then therein pending of Commonwealth of Virginia v. 
Leonard H. Wood, but said supersedeas, however, is not to operate 
to discharge the accused from custody, if in custody, nor to release 
his bail, if out on bail. 

To the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County. 
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C0:rv1:MON\VEALTH 

V 

LEONARD HARRY WOOD 

CHARGE TO THE JURY 

If you find the accused, Leonard Harry Wood, not guilty, 

you will say so and no more. 

If you find him guilty of seduction, as charged in the 

indictment, then you will say so and fix his punishment by confine

ment in the penitentiary for a period of not less than two years 

nor more than ten years. 





Commonwealth of Virginia, 
Rockingham County, To- Wit: 

__p BE l~/2.;ME~BERED, that on the. d'--:l day of... .... ~. , 19g 
<7(.J?~ ~ 'd:t.J;JJ.~£. , pcincipal an~~ ............................ . 

G©~i:: ~.::;;:;;:;~:~:i~a=ebefgc::e , of the said County of Rockingham, 

and acknow~~temselves to be indebted to the Commonwealth of Virginia each in e sum of 

~ ................ ~~·········~ Dollars, ($£./····12.(?. .. tf!!~ ..... e,~ ..... ), 
~ -

to be levied of their respective goods and chattels, lands and tenements, for the ase of the Common-

wealth of Virginia rendered, and they each severally waived their homestead exemption to their re

cognizance; yet upon this con~: 

That if the said~~··· ~ff&ta~t.A!:I~ .............. shall persona11y ap ear before 

the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the urthonse of said County, on the .. ~.~ .. day of the 

-~"·/i?tch.,~Z,~;{!£.~~··············································································• 
--- §. .............. , and at such other time or times to which the proceeclings may be continued or further 

heard, and before any court or judge hereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with 

.v....-<.~l'-ac.n.c;d..c:t..,-hen and there answe, th:a~.V.ic:n.·.• .. coocerning a certain 

charged, and be bound under said recognizance until the charge is finally 

declared void by order of a competent court, then the above recogniz:mce sha11 be null and void; other-





In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia : ~'"----"'L.,,.__.... 

To the, Sheriff of Rocking ·am County, Gr eting: 

to appeal' before the Judge of the Cil'cu,it Coi&l'ffiocloingham Coi1,nty, at the Court 

Bouse thereof, at lOo'cloclo, a. m., on the ... ~--·--- .......... day of~- ...... 19 .. se?./ 
to testify and the tl'uth to say in behalf of the Defendant in the prosecution of the Common-

who stnnds cha~u;i~~i and indicted for a felony rnisdem,--ean;or . 

.Jl.ncl this ....... ~ ......... shall not omit i1,nder the penalty of ,£100 . .Jl.nd have then 

and there this Writ. 

Wi ess, ... .:l: .. ~.9.B.f.:.~_T?Y./.IT.~J:,R! , Gierk of ow· said 'ow·t, at the Court House, the 

-Lf ay of.••3/'"'···•············'"~a;Jl/Jf.t:::!~=o~w:.:~: 
News-Record. Harrisonburg. Va. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, to-wit: 

In the Circuit Court of said County: 

The grand jurors in and for the body of said 

County of Rockingham, and now attending said court at 

its April term, 1931, upon their oaths do presentthet 

Leonard Harry Wood, on or about the 1st day of March, 

1930, in said County of Rockingham, did unlaifully and 

feloniously, under promise of marriage, seduce and 

have illicit connection with Dorothy Shorts, an un

married female of previous chaste character, against 

the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

This indictment is found on the testimony of 

Dorothy Shorts and Maxine Shorts. 
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SEDUCTION 

COMMONWEAETH 

V 

LEONARD HARRY WOOD c._ 

A FELONY 

A True Bill 

D. W. Earman, 
Commonwealth's Attorney 
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