
£C 1932 Ii== /l}f-tp 

COIIMONWEAL'DI 

v. ) J'elony (extortion} 

LAURA LAM and~ 
ROBERT CRAIG /r,.,g,_ leu,.. /3 
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CLUMSY LABORER. 
You olumsy dirt slinger, you lazy. stupid ft!llow. 

You would knock your brains out were they not so mellow. 

The way you 1188 your shovel. and your blunt pick, 

But proves tha.t you a.re the greenest kind of Mick. 

Go dig yourself a. grave, and jump into it too, 

It's the wisest thing that such & fool C9.D do 
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POWDit PUFF ro11Y I 

A tyoopet fices p~tlet, 
But he has naught on yo11i 

You have enouSh UfXJI1 your face 
To ki11 a troop or two. 
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DUMB:ELL 
A wooden dumbe11 has you beclt 

When J.11 is s J.id and done, 
Tue dumbell b.ao two wocxien hea~ 

While )OU have only one. 
~RINT!:O IN U S A. 
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Prisoners Report of Rockingham County Jail 

/;) Month of tZzd: .. ~ /J - ... 19J~ 

[~ . _.... .. . .. f . . . Date committed . 

ge ~ J . RacJ.~ingle" ..#. :-larried. Di\·orced . 

... Time in C. S. . .... n:ars ......... months 

ity Ordinance ..................... State .... ... Held for Grand Jury .. 

I kid fur trial ............. Sentence ..... ... ..... years . months .... 

Fine ................. . Costs ........................ Time in jail.... . .. fJelcl for penitentiary ..... . 

Held a' 111sane .. . ............... Held for other authoritie- .. 

Behavior ... Date discharged 

DESCRIPTION OF PRISONER 

.Height . ~ .. J.. .\ eight/,.Z.J ........... color of eyes 6. ~ .. olor of hair .............. . 

Teeth marks .. .. d~ ................................................ Hand marks 

Arm marks ....................................................................... Face markF". 

Shoulder marks 

Thigh marks ...... . 

Calf of leg mark: 

Fingers off 

Neck marks 

............................................................ Back marks 

..................................................... £ nee marks ............................... . 

. ...................................................... Foot marks .. 

............................................. Mole marks ................. . 

............................................ Breast marks 

Left arm marks ............................................................... Right arm marks ............. . 

Left leg marks ............................................................... Right leg marks ............ . 

Fine after prisoner at jail; Amount to State .............. . . .. Amount to City : . 

...................... ................. ... .. . .............. ............ ... . ... Deputy and J ailor 

heriff. 





Prisoners Report of Rockingham County Jail 

}Ion th ( .... 19<A..3 
.. ~·· .. . .. ·( Date committed 

R ' .. 'l . ac mg e . "' arnel Dirnrced ........... . ~I.ale ........ Fn~de)/( ~ ~ge1J · 
Place of BirthtJ'~ //.'%: ... if Foreign Born.. . .. Time in LI. S. .years. . .......... months 

Physical condition~~ .. ~ .. .is person a< ·unk~/1'_/tlnw \'ictim?,.~J'".t2 ,!:!:: 
Can read: .. ~ .. ,uite :,f.,,d,. ' Occ~on .. . Offence Co1 nitte~·t;.eA- /U~ ._ t / L , · 4U ~ ~RP~ . 

·ity Or nancc . / . State Held for Grand Jury . 

J~I eld ior trial .... years . months . 

Vine .. Co ·t 

... Sentence 

Time in jail.. .. .. lleld for penitentiary ....................... . 

Held a 111::,ane .. . ............ Held for other authorities ............................ . 

Behavior . .... Date di-charged ................................................ . 

DESCRIPTION OF PRISONER 

Height r ~:, ~ \Veigh,/f? ~coloc of eye~ Color of hai~~ 

Teeth marks ... . /3.a..... . .......................................... Hand marks 

Ann marks .................................................................... Face mark 

Shoulder marks ................................................................ Back mark 

Thigh marks ...................................................................... Knee marks ......................................................... . 

Calf of leg marks ... ................................................ Foot marks .......................................................... .. 

Fingers off ..................................................................... Mole marks 

Neck marks ............................................. Breast marks 

Left arm marks 

Left leg marks .... 

....................................... Right arm mark' 

.................................................. Right leg marks . . .....................•............. ··•··············· .. 

} ine after prisouer at jail; Amount to tate $ ............................ Amount to City $ ...................... . 

... ...... ..................... Deputy and Jailor 

heriff. 
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hereupon, the said Robert Craig and Laura Lam, 

by counsel, moved the Court to set aside said verdict and 

grant them a new trial because the verdict is contrary to 

the law and the evidence and because of the introduction 

of improper evidence and because of the refusal of the 

court to give the instruction asked by the defendants, 

and the failure of the court to sustain the motion to• 

direct a verdict in favor of the defendants at the con­

clusion of the evidence for the commonwealth, and for 

failure to sustain the demuITer to the indictment and 

because the Court allowed to be introduced into the evi­

dence a letter written by Robert Craig, addressed to 

Mrs. Laura Lam, which letter, the evidence showed, was 

not received by Mrs. Laum Lam; whereupon, the court over­

ruled said objections, and the accused, by counsel, ex­

cepted th ere to; and it being inquired of the prisoners 

if anything they knew or had to say why the court should 

not pronounce sentence on them, and nothing being offered 

or alleged which the Court considered sufficient to delay 

sentence, it is therefore considered by the Court, etc., 





Commonwealth of Virginia, 
Rockingham County, To-Wit: 

~~R:~r~hatont'h::i:f ~~ day of~ , 1=~ c_ 

surety, who justified to his sufficiency, came before me,-········· .. ..... ...... . .. . ... ,.,.~~.,_.~::;;,,,..._< 

. '3:l~ ..... (~.,,,r-V'~ ... ~., of the said County of Rockingham, 
(J. P. or Bail Commissioner) 

and acknowledged t to the Commonwealth of Virginia each in the sum of 

·····~·~··/2.,_ .............. ~ ........ ~ '------- .... Dollars, ($/, ... 12..~ ........ ), 

to be levied of their respective goods and chattels, lands and tenements, for the ~se of the Common­

wealth of Virginia rendered, and they each severally waved their homestead exemption to their re-

heard, and before any court or judge hereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with 

the ... e•.•:~;e: ... ::~ ... t~er:h::::::h:h:a~:;r~~irgin:;::::: .. • ... ::::~: 
cl arged, and be bound under said recognizance until the charge is finally disposed of or until it is 

declared void by order of a competent court, then the above recognizance shall be null and void; other­

wise to remain in full force and effect. 

IN WITNESS ·WHEREOF, I hereunto affix my signature this ...... ?.. .. . 
Cfl--f /. • 16.~ -, ....... ···········~·······································• ................ • ...... ~?. .................. _.o/ .......................... ~ .............. . 

,,.,.. V t . p-; or BAIL COMMISSIONER_) 

.day of... .................................. . 
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COMMONWEA 1TH 

v. 
ROBERT CRAIG 

CHARGE TO THE JURY 

If you find the accused, Robert Craig and Laura 

Lam, or either of them, not guilty, you will say so and 

no more. 

If you find them guilty, or either of them, of 

attempted extortion, as charged in the indictment, then 

you will say so and fix their punishment at confinement 

in the penitentiary for a period ot: not less than one 

nor more than five years, or, in your discretion, by 

confinement in jail for a period not exceeding twelve 

months. 





Commonwealth of Virginia: 

Yo~.'°:':u~en.~gc "•::,c:: •• :• ... ~og, 

to a~p~efore the Judge of the ircuit Cour2 f Rockingham Co111dy, at the Conrl Housr /hereof, 

at~ clock, a. rn., on th ....... day of. ............ ~~......... 19~ 

to testify and the truth to say in behalf of e Commonwealth brf r the GRAND JUJ{Y .. 

........ ~~6,<,,)·~~ ~c_21::~ ... ~~7 ...•.•.•••••••••••• 
who stands chargeda:;it and indicted for " felony misdemeanor. 

And this .. . .. . . ... .. . .... shall not omit 1mder penally of £ I 00. And have then and 

there this Writ. /2 

ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said ~igt, at thr Court Ho11sr, !hr d'_~ 

day of...... <'¥ ....... 19 fif;nd ;,, th, "?~~Ink 
t7 

I' 6 l f'Jl[SS HMUUSON&UI\G YA 



:2 .... 
:,-
:, 

t'J 
C: CD ., 3 

?. 
3 
0 
::, 
(IJ 
..... 
0 

C: 
0 

'< 
0 -... 

~ 

~ 

\\ 



In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 

~-:~ 
I 

to appear before the Judge of the C~1J)t r;ourl of 

afw--;J;rgck, a. 1n., on the ./?.,la::io{.. ... 

who stands charged w~~ _;:dieted for a felony ~n.eanor.-

And this.. -~. .. . shall not omit muler penally 

there this Writ. 

the Court House thertof, 

3:# 19 ....... , . 

of £100. Ami have then and 

Witness, J. (fB_~~T SWITZER, Clerk of our !_~idft!!_, at the Co11rst Housr, the . . _6.~ 

J,y of . . ;r~ 192 j,,J ;n 1b, 15~~ Cf,,k 

?L 
P 8, L. PRESS. ftARRISONBURG. VA 



Executed Jan,IIth 1933 by deliveri~G a true 
copy of the 1ri thin stu~.,.,~on to Chas .L Williams, 
Jorn R.Logan, :r.C.Earley, Ed Hughes, Chas See, 
and B.F.!artin each in person. 

_Deputy for C.R.Favrley, S.R.~. 
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Arrest Warrant 

Commonwealth of Virginia, } To-Wit: 
Rockingham County, 

To ............ ~> ... r,.~ ... P.0.Y.e.~.~ ... 9!1:~~.f. ... C?.f.. .. ~c,-~~.c~.t ...... ~~i:t~ibi~~~~~~;? 
Whereas, ff:z~q,,,o-I ,.(./.1 .. ...... 111.iems............. ..of the said c::~, has this day made com-

plaint and information on oath before me, .. R •.. S ..... D.wye.r. .. .. . .. ........ .......... .. a Justice of the said 

c.f.;-£;, that ....... Laura .. Lam .and .Rober .t. .. Craig ............ : . d ~ ........................ of the said ~ 
on the .. 25thday of. .. Oct.ober .............. , 19 .. 32,m the said Coum:y, d1d .... unlaw.fu.lly .. and ........... .. 

. f.E=ilQP.JO\\~l.Y .. ~ tt.~m.Pt ... to ... ex:to.rt ... fr.om ... llim> ... the ... s.a.i.d.. .. . L , ...... Willia.ms., ...... . 

-~riE3 ... ~.1ll .. '? f .. ~~() . ~11rid :r.~<:l .. 8: ni_ .. _:f~ f.~Y. .. (ic,. ~~.8:r.~.1 .... b.~ .... niE3~_Ils ... ()_:f'. ti .... ~111:'.e.~ tElilJ~ .. ~-E3~_t_~:r., 

against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealtliof Virginia 
--·············································································································,··························································•· 

These are therefore, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to command you forthwith to appre-
o,~ 

hend and bring before me, or some other Justice of the said Qm.fi? che body of the said ............................. .. 

L~:u.rn .. L?,m .. 1?-.no. .... o:ber.t .. Cr1;1J,g.... ..... ...... ... .... . . __ ...... . .... ............. .. . . . ...................... . 
to answer the said complaint and to be fur~dealt with according to law. And you are required to sum-

mon}/,fL ': tU<, M:; .,~ . . ... ~( :~kd.Ch-1. ~ £!~ U/( /) 
.. \l&~ .... ~ .. I ~~ .. ,_CR✓.;&/.<i3a&1-&.s ... Jk.~kb .. d. ......... ~Ud.~ ....... .. 
to appear and give evidence in behalf of the yommonwealth, on the examination touching the said offence. 

Given under my hand and seal this :Z..b.. .. day of.. . . October .............. , in the year 19 .. ~$ ... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ,: d. \,,. ~71 . . . . . . . . ... J. P. (Seal) 

Service Press-170 



STATE OF VIRGINIA-COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, TO-WIT: 

I, ........... .................................................................. .. , a Justice of the Peace in and for the County 

of Rockingham, State of Virginia, do hereby certify that................... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. and 

...... _.......... .. ............ _.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .as his suret ...... , 
have this day acknowledged themselves indebted to the Commonwealth of Virginia in the sum of.. 

..... Dollars ($ ..................... )to be made and levied of their goods and chattels, up-

on this condition: That the said .............. shall appear before the undersigned or the 

Circuit Court of Rockingham County, on the ............. day of........ .. ............ , 193..., and not 
leave hence without leave of the said Court, to answer the charge in this warrant, or to await the action of the 
Grand Jury of the said County upon the within charge. 

Given under my hand this, the .............. day of.. .. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, 

COUNTY OE' ROCKINGHAM, to-wit: 

In the Circuit Court of said County: 

The grand jurors of the Commonwealth in and for the 

body of said County of Rockingham and now attending said Court 

at its December term, 1932, upon their oaths do present that 
L 

Laura Lam and Robert Craig, on the 25th day of October, 1932, 

in said County, did unlawfully and feloniously accuse Charles 

A. Williams of a certain offense, and thereby attempted to 

extort from him by means of a threatening letter the sum of 

two hundred fifty dollars, against the peace and dignity of 

the Com.~onwealth of Virginia. 

This indictrnent is found on the testimony of Charles 

A. Williams, John R. Logan, and ¥. C. Early,, witnesses sworn 

in court and sent before the grand jury to give evidence. 
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Extortion 

Commonwealth 

v) Indictment I 
Laura Lam and Robert Craig 

felony 

December term, 1932 

A True Bill: 

ft 

f ¢ Grraftji>-tA o e:rmn ' 

Witnesses: Chas. A. Williams 
.John R. Logan 
W. C. Early 

D. w. Earmn 
Commonwealth's Attorney 
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