
COM:'10NWEALTH OF VIRGINI.A, 

COUITTY OF ROCKINGHAM, to-wit: 

In the Circuit Court of said County: 

The grand jurors in and for the County of Rock­

ingham and now attending said Court at its October term, 

1932, upon their oaths do present that Lester Wright, 

on or about October 9, 1932, in said County, did kill 

and slay one Roy Shoemaker, against the peace and dignity 

of the Com.~onwealth of Virginia. 

This indictment is found on the testimony of Harry 
✓ / / ✓ 

Lee Dechert, Herbert Thompson, E. E. Kiser, Ernest Snyder, 
/ - V 

Bessie Vizg~nia Snyder, Leona Thompson, and 
~ ~, Ida Thompson, 

/\witnesses sworn in Court and sent before the grand jury 

to give evidence. 



) 
~ 

} l 
~ ("{:._ 

l1. 
~--~-, ~­
~ ~~ 
' :e ~ 

1{ 

~1 
~J 

Homicide 

Commonwealth 

v) Indictment 

Lester Wright-

Felony 

October term, 1932 

A True Bill: 

Witnesses: VTJ'arry Lee Dechert 
_'1Ierbert Thompson 
v1E. :z. Kiser 
v ,Ernest Snyder 
1/I}essie V. Snyder 
¼,eona Thompson 

Ida Thompson 

D. ·v. Earman 
Commonwealth's Attorney 



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKING:IA1,! COIDJTY, VA. 

COMMONWEALTH 

v. CHARGE TO THE ,TURY 

LESTER Y'RIG:rr 

If you find the accused, Lester TTright, 

not guilty, you will say so and no more. 

If you find him guilty as cmrged in the 

indi ctruent, then you will say so and fix his punishment 

at confinement in the penitentiary for not less than one 

nor more than five years, or, in your discretion, by 

confinement in jail for a period not exceeding one year, 

or by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or, by 

both such fine and imprisonment. 



Charge to the Jury 



OCT ,s32 -

COMMONWEALTH 

v. Felony (homicide) 

LESTER WRIGHT i:£1, 





ham Coynty, Gre7ting: 

--~-~-/------

who stands ~harg-;a;;d wi h and indicted for a felony m~sdemeanor. 

And this _ _ _.. __ ... .. shall not omd under f>Pnafty of £100. And haw then and 

there this Writ. 

ROBERT SWITZER, Cfrrk of our said C urt, at the Court Ho11sr, thP / ;}-_ d 
.... __ ............ _ 19_ -~!arid in the 15 _ day of of thP Com;n7weaftl;i. J- _ 

- ,, ___ ,, __ ., ____ ,, __ ~L,, Clerk 

P t L PRESS, HA.RRtSONBURG, 'O, 



Executed -------· ~'Y de.'iverin[J a t,·1 ··::-< 0,0\ 

of the 1vithin summon to~~ 

----~------~-----------------
each person. 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
__,To the Sheriff of Rockingham._ County, Greeting: 

re hereby commanded to summon .?;'#· 2.r..--'.4< .... ., .. , ... l.( .. tf_ .... \:::-., .. (-1'. -. .. ,J./_. f 

.. •✓. .l-1'!.( .. A1~I .. :.~. ····~-;:2,~?:1!. .... :I~~-( .. ·~F .rXfj .. ~.t! ' 
1 _,,q-_UM~t4 .~-:f.4.-( .. t.i .. ..... ~.~ /., ....... U ~~.~ . . -::/..~./4~ 

··~··· ··'-········-4.,······· .%..L.~ ....... J ........ &.:r ... /.,- ......... d..f3 .... "t::74:~~?.': ... ~,q•!,. ...... ~...... > 

.. ~H✓-4. .. 1: .. .J..~ ....... e..-. ... e.~ .. «✓-.l ..... , ... Y. ..... £~ .. !: .. '-;7···+~.e .. 1. .... /i .... <e .... t~ ....... f 

to ':/.f~efore the Judge of the Circuit Com! of Rockingham County, al the Court House thereof, 

at/µi o'clock, a. m., on the /.£--'ci.ay.of . . .... -L.,.J,/. .... .............. 19 . .?. ; 
to testify and the trnth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against 

............................................... ,. ....... "-... ! ................ /.·"·cf·-'·/·~······· 

who stands charged with and indicted for ti felony ~wr. 

And this ........ L../ .... f·····················shall not omit under pe,,a/t,, of £100. And haw /h('JJ and 

there this Writ. IJ . 
Witness, J. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Co ,rt, at the Court House, thr . .. 7 .. .1 .. £.. 

day of ......... / .. 1... .. { ...... 19_:? .I,-and in the 15.// year of the Co111111011wealth . 

. ./.,.? ~//. .... /.. ................. !..< ......... , Clerk 

P' & L l"AESS HARRISONBURG. VA 



Executed Nov,8th I932, by delivering a true copy 
of the within summon to E.E.Kiser, C.R.Fawley, 
Evert Snyder, Bessie Snyder, Herbert Thompson, 
Virginia Thompson, Leona Thompson, Ida Thompson, 
Howard Caldwell, Harry Lee Dechart,each in person, 
Not finding Earnest Roberson at his usual place 
of abode executed by delivering a true copy of 
the within summon to Vernie Roberson at hie usual 
place of abode. 

, , _._,~ ,___, Deputy for 
"C.R.Fawley, S.R.C. 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia : 

to appear before th~, J;, 1,d<1e of' the Circi1,it Coi1,rt JLockin_gham County, at the Court 

f:!oi1,se thereof', atho o'cloclc, a. m., on the ......... / . .... ...... day of'. .........•.... <-•.. tt:::Y.!.6. ....... 19 ... f.. .. .:Z--
to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Defendant in the prosecution of the Common-

wealth, plcdntiff, a,_gninst ................ . ..... j. . ............................... . 

.......................•. . .......... -··· .... ~.!,o ...... ?.Z .. 1.~;?·:t.£ .................... . 

who stands charged i ith and indicted for a felony mti,s-d;em;ett,nor . 

.11.nd this .............. £ ... •····/··········shali not 01111it i1,ncler the penalty of £100 . .11.nd have then 
and there this Writ. 

"J:l:ness, .. J, ... R.OCEgT-.SWIT-ZBR;······, Clerk of our said Conrt, at the Coi1,rt House, the 

-· ........ day of . ................. 2.(~1. ........... 19 L .•. f' a ncl in the 1 .... 7th year of' the Commonwealth. 
. ~ £ I / 

.............. ~ ........................................ , ........................... , Clerlc,. 

News.Record, Harrisonburg, Va. 



Executed Nov 8th I932t by delivering a true copy 
of the within summon to Hinton Coldwell in person, 
Not finding Robert Webbt at his usual place of 
abode executed by delivering a true copy of the 
within sunnnon to Ollie Webb at his usual place 
of abode. 
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~,1r"~~Deputy for 
C.R.Fawley, S.R.C. 
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to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof, 

at 9:30 o'clock, a. m., on the ... q. ............ day of /r'~ .. = ...... 19'2.l---to testify and the truth to 

say in behalf of the Defendant i11 the prosecution of the Commo1~w~ against. .. . ............................. . 

. . . .... ... . ... •••••··•·•••••·••· •. ~~~,,, .. ·•·•· •·· .......•......•..•..... 
who ,tond, ch"•':;t,__t"d ;.d;ct,d Jo, • felony m;,d~e~o,. 

And this ........ ......... ......................... shall not omit ttnder pena'.ty of £100. A1J.d ha-ve then and 

there this Writ. 

Witness, J. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the ·/.······· 

day of *-t/7,,.":. ~ . .19)2,--, and in the. /.?.~/.. .. year of the Commonwealth. 

··zlfJ~~~erk 

THE SERVICE PRESS, HARRISONBURG, VA. FORM NO. 5 



Executed Nov, 8th 1932, by delivering a true copy <ff 
the within summon to Frank Eye, Geo McDorman, Glen 
Sommons, Howard Coldwell, Alfred Knight, each in 
person. Not fdnding Ray Eye at his usual place of 
abode executed by delivering a true copy to Bessie 
Eye at his usual place of abode, Not finding 
Bridger Ray at his usual place of abode executed by 
delivering a true copy to Jim Ray at usual place of 
abode, Not finding Robert Veany at his usual place 
of abode executed by delivering a true copy to Geo 
Spinnard at his usual place of abode, Not finding 
Jacob Smith at his usual place of abode executed by 
delivering a true copy to Nary Shifflett at his usua 
place of abode, Not finding Earnest Roberson at his 
usual place of abode executed by delivering a tru 
copy to Be~sie Roberson at his usual \lace of abo 
Harry Cold~~J.1. & :Margart~~AK- De._~~v for 
Knight,not found in my ·' · 
bailwick. ':), 
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