COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, to-wit:

In the Circuit Court of said County:

The grand jurors in and for the body of said
county of Rockingham and now attending said Court at its
February term, 1935, upon their oaths present that Alexan-
der B. Morris, on or about the 9th day of November, 193&,
in said county, did unlawfully and feloniously kill and
murder Henry Raines, against the peace and dignity of the

Commonwealth of Virginia.

p This indictment is found on the testimony of
i
Hatt% Via, curtis Via, Mab51 Via, Luefiie vﬁ,‘ S. F. New-
V > e
man, R. S. Dwyer, Dr. L. F. Byers, Isaac Gooden, and Ed.
Herr{hg, witnesses sworm in Court and sent before the grand

jury to giwve évidence.
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Virginia, Rockingham County, To-Wit:
To the Cler the Circuit Court for said County:

I : = , Trial Justice for said County, do hereby certify that I

have this day committed M% é /}(W—\_‘
to the jail of said County, that Ltj . may be tried before the Circuit Court for said County for a felony by
committed in this, that he did, on the (7 N day of / ‘ ,

1923/1, in the said o7 /

\" Y J
& f@w
Given under my hand, this L‘/ N\. dayof 193 >L W
: ]
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Commonwealth of Virginia:

To the Sheriff of Rockingham Qounty, Grgeting:\

You are hereby commanded to summon. 7. FIT L Y. ...

who stands charged with a felony misdemeanor.
And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ.
Witness, J]. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said c(;g rt, at the Court House, the 7ﬁé
Y

day of.......... \-Q// /t/g ....... 191 ), and in tbe/j7

earof the Commonwealth.

THRE SERVICE PRESS, HARRISONBURG, VA.
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IN THE NAME OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA:
TO THE SHERIFF OF PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY, GREETING:

You are hereby commanded to summon Gordon D. Weeks,

whose address is R.F.D.#1, Woodbridge, Virgiyia, and Alberta
Via, to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rock-
ingham Couhty, at the Court House thereof, at 9:30 o'clock,
a. m., on the 27th day of February, 1935, to testify and the
truth to say in a certain case therein pending of Commonwealth
v. Alexander Morris, who stands charged with and indicted for
a felony.

And this you shall not omit under penalty of E100.
And have then and there this Writ.

Witness, J. Robert Switzer, Clerk of our said Court,
at the Court House, the 20th day of February, 1935, in the
159th year of the Commonwealth.

//?Z7j%i%éa4>4é35414,;Z£104L~/ , Clerk.
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Executed this 22nd dey of February, 1935, in my county of
Prince William, by delivering to Gordon D. Weeks &nd Alberte
Via, in pereon, & true copy ¢f the within notice.

Jo. Po Kerlin, Sheriff, Prince
Williem County, Virginia
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WWM Instruction No. __%__.

The Court igstructs the jury that murder is distinguished
by the law in Virginia as murder in the first degree and murder
in the second degree.

The Court instructs the jury that murder by poison, lying
in wait, imprisonment, starving or any wilful, deliberate and
premeditated killing, or in the commission of, or attempt to com-
mit, arson, rape, robberdy, or burglary, is murder of the first

degree. All other murder is murder of the second degree.
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ﬁfbﬁﬂa Instruction No. éﬁ

The Court instructs the jury that the credibility of wit-
nesses is a question exclusively for the jury, and the law is
that where a number of witnesses testify directly opposite to
each other, the jury is not bound to regard the weight of the
evidence as equally balanced, the jury have the right to determine
from the appearance of the witnesses on the stand, their manner
of testifying, and their apparent candor and fairness, their ap-
parent intelligence, and from all the other surrounding circum-
stances appearing on the trial, which witnesses are more worthy

of ecredit, and to give credit accordingly.






MM&% Instruction No. i’

The Court instructs the jury that on a charge of murder
malice is presumed from the fact of killing. When the killing
is proved, and is unaccompanied with circumstances of palliation,

the burden of disproving malice is thrown upon the accused.
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QliﬂﬁfiA?a ’ Instruction No. .

The Court further instruets the jury that to constitate a
wilful, deliberate, and premeditated killing it is not necessary
that the intention to kill should exist any particular length of
time prior to the actual killing. It is only necessary that such
intention should come into existence for the first time at the time

of killing, or any time previously.






Qh:i;/ : Instruetion No. _;22_

The Court further instructs the jury that in determining
the weight to be given the testimony of different witnesses in
this case, the jury are authorized to consider the relationship
of the witnesses to the parties, if the same is proved; their
interest, if any, in the result of this case; their temper, feeling
or;&ias, if any has been shown; their demeanor whilst testifying;
their apparent intelligence; their means of information, and to
give such credit to the testimony of such witnesses as under all

the circumstances such witnesses seem to be entitled .






INSTRUCTION NO, gf&

The Court instructs the Jury that as a matter of Law, the mere
charge or indictment agalnst the defendant does not Jjustify any inference as
to the guilt of the defendant, and that the defendant, in law, is presumed
to be innocent of the offense charged in the indicfment, and the burden is on
the Commonwealth to prove the guilt of the defendant beyond any reasonsble
doubt, and thet unless the Jury believe that the evidence proves beyond a
reasonable doubt every fact essential to the convietion of the accused, they

must £ind him not guilty.
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INSTRUCTION NO._ﬂ

The Court instructs the Jury that the law presumes every person
cherged with a crime to be innocent until his guilt is established by the
Commonwea 1lth beyond a reasonable doubt, and this presumption of innocence
goes with the accused through the entire cese, and applies at every stage there-
of; and if, after having heard all of the evidence in this case, the Jjury have
a reasonable doubt of the guilt of the accused upon the whole case, or as to
any fact essential to prove the charge made against him in the indictment, it

is their duty to give the prisoner the benefit of the doubt, and find him not

guilty.







COFMONWEALTH :
vS. : CHARGE TO THE JURY.
ALEXANDER B, MORRIS

Your charge is to inquire whether the accused is guilty
of the felony as charged in the indictment or not guilty.

If you find him guilty of murder, as charged in the indict-
ment, and that the same was committed with malice aforethought and
was willful, deliberate, and premeditated, then you shall find him
guilty of mirder in the first degree and ascertain his punishment
at death, or, in your discretion, by éonfinement in the penitentiary
for life, or for any term not less than twenty years.

If you find him guilty of murder, as charged in the indict-
ment, and the same was committed with malice aforethought, and was
not willful, deliberate and premeditated, then you shall find him
guilty of murder in the second degree, and ascertain his punishment
by confinement in the penitentiary for not less than five nor more
than twenty years.

If you find him not guilty of murder in the first degree
or of murder in the second degree, but that he killed Henry Raines
without malice aforethought, actual or implied, upon a sudden heat,
on reasonable provocation, or in mutual combat, you will find him
guilty of voluntary manslaughter, and ascertain his punishment by
confinement in the penitentiary for not less than one nor more than
five years.

If you find him not guilty of murder in the first degree
or of murder in the second degree, or of voluntary manslaughter,
but guilty of involuntary menslaughter, you will say so and ascertain
his punishment by confinement in the penitentiary for not less than
one nor more than five years, or, in your discretion, assess a fine
against him not exceeding $1,000.00, or by confinement in jail for
nof exceeding one year, or both.

If you find him not guilty, you will say so and no more.






ARREST WARRANT -

The Commonwealth of Virginia,) ot
Rockingham County, JL g

To the Sheriff of said County:

Whereas, D. W. Earman of said County, has this day

made complaint and information on oath before me, Hamilton Haas, ?r]ial] gustice
* « Js O ). .

of the said County, that Alexander B, Morris

a, about
of the said County, onfthe 9th day of NOvember , 1934 | in the said County, did

unlawfully and feloniously kill and murder one Henry Raines, against

the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia.

These are therefore, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to command you forthwith to apprehend and bring

before the Trial Justice of the said County, the body of the said

Alexander B, Morris

to answer the said complaint and to be further dealt with according
I 1 ! >
to law. And you are required to summon Hattie Via, Alberta Via, Curtis Via, S. F. Newman,

/ /¥
R. S. Dwyer, L. F. Byers, Cordeliqj%. Raines, Annie C. Morris, to appeargnd give
=2 7 7 = 2
Viold Raines, Isaad Goaden, and ‘Ed Herring, g, E. Kiser Ml Vi +iv la .
hing the said offenee. :

evidence in behalt of the Commonwealth on the examination touc

Given under my hand, this 26th day of November , 19 O

/64:{ \%ﬁ, bzééz/ N
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STATE OF VIRGINIA—COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, TO-WIT: L

B & = , in and for the County of Rockingham, State
(T.]. or ). P. or Bail Commissioner) ¢
of Virginia, do hereby certify that i and
AT 1 =i 25, as his suret _, have this day acknowledged themselves indebted tc the
Commonwealth of Virginia in the sum of . : . dollazs’l e e ) as to

which they severally waived their exemption, to be made and levied of their goods and chattels, yet upon this condition: That the said

_shall appear before the Trial Justice Court of Rockingham County at

4 s S - ,on the day of 2103 " cor
o’clock A.M.. and not depart hence without leave of said Court, and at such other time or times to which the proceedings may be con-
tinued or further heard, and before any court or judge hereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with said charge,
and then and there answer the Commonwealth of Virginia concerning the within charge until the same is finally disposed of, then
this recognizance shall be null and void; otherwise to remain in full force and effect.

day of , 193 .

Given under my hand this, the

. T. J. or ]. P. or Bail Commissioner
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