COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA,
COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM‘, to-wit:

In the Circuit Court of said County:

The grand jurors of the Commonwealth of Virginia,
in and for the body of said county of Rockingham, and now at-
¥ending said Court at its December term, 1936, upon their oaths
do pfesent that Willie Gaines, Marvin Williams, George Watson, Aw-s
Charles Byrd, &D FORES7— [TtyEy , on or about December

6, 1936, in said county, a certain building, the property of the
Harrisonburg Coca-Cola Company, there situate, feloniously did
break and enter in the night time with intent the goods and

chattels of the said Harrisonburg Coca-Cola Compeny in the said
building then and there being, feloniously to steal, take, and

carry away, and a certain safe of the value of one hundred dollars,
of the goods and chattels of the said Harrisonburg Coca-Cola
Company, in the said building then and there being found, felonious-
ly did steal, take, and carry away, against the peace and dignity

of the Commonwealth of Virginia.

This indictment is found on(the testimony of C. S. Leake,
Jemes H. Boice, and J. W. Bazzle, witnesses sworn in Court and

sent before the grand jury to give evidence.






POLICE DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF

JAS. H. BOICE
CHIEF OF POLICE

HARRISONBURG. VIRGINIA
SATURDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 19, 1936, 11:00 O'CLOCK A. M.

I, Willie Geines, age 30, do of my own free will end aceard make the following
statement regarding the theft of & safe belonging to the Coce-Cola Company located
on North liein Street, Harrisonburg, Virginia, on the night of December 6, 19364

This statement is made voluntarily and without any threats or promises of
reward being mede to me by anyone for the purpose of this statement, and with the
knowledge on my part that this statement may be used either for or egainst me.

Sunday night, December 6, around eleven o'clock, & colored boy known &s "Sugar"
came to me in the restaurant where I worked on Federal Street and asked me to borrow
&g car. With him was & tall th;n C. C. boy, colered, who I did not know, end a colored
boy by the name of Marvin Williems. I told "Suggr", I didn't know where to get a car,
‘I asked him then what he wanted with & car and I thought from the way he spoke we were
going on a party,. "Sugar" then suggested that I ask Homer Wood for his car, which I
did, end Homer let me have his car about 11:30 Sunday night, December 6. I drove the
car all the time it was borrowed from Homer Wood. When I got the car, we all got in
and left from in front of Homer Wood's house on East Gay Street, and I asked "Sugear"
"where to!" "Sugeex" replied, "We need one more. I suggested we get Charlie Byrd. We
then went by Charlie's house and got him, After getting Clarlie, we all drove down
East Washington Street and went by ®gugapr®g® house which is directly behind the Coca-Cole
plant. "Sugar" told me to drive down the slley along side the house and turn the lights

/
out, which I did. I turned around in this alley which runs between the back entrarnce

of the Coca-Cola plant and Federal Street and backed in towards the rear entrance of the
Coca-Cola plant. When I stopped, there was an iron safe lying on the ground mmxkkx near

the right-hend side of the cer., The other four boys got out and attempted to load this

safe in the car, while I remained seated under the steering wheelkX in the car. When
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they lifted the safe to load into the car, Charlie Byrd got scared and ran away and the

safe fell against the car. As soon as Charlie left, I pulled awey with the car and
have

Mervin Williems jumped en the running board. I ¥=x& not seen "Sugar" or the C. C. boy

since and I did not see Marvin Williams until he was brought in the jail on the 18th

of December, 1936.

Given under my hand thisl9th day of December, 193121;;¢/4
7/
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Ao ,
CT OYeritn Lee, Notary Public” for the County

of RockIngham, State of Virginia,

liy commission expires the 18th day of March, 1939.






In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia:
To the Sherif qf Rockingham County, Greeting:

You are hereby commanded to summon...... @ ........... OA[&_M’/LM

ot

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof,
at 9:30 o’clock, a. m., on the /. AA. L ~day of ... .. /&‘/‘ ........ 192.7to testify and the truth to

say in behalf of the Defendant in the prosecution of the Commonwealth against

..................................................... /,'[ /1 { <27 L W

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony wmisdemeanor.
And this.......... /}{( .................. shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and

there this Writ.
Witncss,) J. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the /7 {'(

day of.........; Xz .’.Z..‘i..: ........... 195)2' and in the. /. C /2 y}jr of the Comm/gnweal;‘b.
4 ,O/[AVA[/ ‘*/J7/¢4/;/«?V( ...... , Clerk

THE SERVICE PRESS, HARRISONBURG, VA. FORM No. §
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Commonwealth of Virginia:
the S eriff of Rockingham County, G eetl

You are hereby commanded to summon......... g ................. e AL .......... Aord oo A Tl el

to testify and tbe trut/) to sa bebalf of the Commonwealth before the GRAND JURY ....................
)}M4(1/°L .................................................
who stands charged with a felony misdemeanor.
And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ.
Witness, . ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the ... é?/ﬁ,«/\

day of ... /Q/fc ............. 19 %

THE SERVICE PRESS, HARRISONBURG, VA.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA

COMMONWEAL TH
Vs.

WILLIGK GAINES, CHAS. BYRD, MARVIN WILLIAMS
Charge to the Jury.

If you find the accused, Willie=m Gaines, Charles Byrd,

end-Mervir-TiiTieags, or any of them, not guilty, you will say
so and no more,

If you find them, or any of them, guilty of housebreak-
ing, as charged in the indictment, then you will say so and
fix their punishment at confinement in the penitentiary for
a period of not less than one nor more than ten years, or, in
your discretion, by confinement in jail not exceeding twelve
months and & fine not exceeding five hundred dollars.

If you do not find them, or any of them, guilty of house-
hreakiﬂg, as charged in the indictment, but find them, or any
of them, guilty of grand larceny, as therein charged, then you
will say so and fix their punishment at confinement in the

penitentiary for not less than one nor more than ten years.
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia:

To the Sheriff of Rockmgham County, Greeting:

/4 é’ & L %
You are hereby commanded to summon l Ve FICLA IV el

7)) ) 4 / / il
/// / t ST 1//7'1/(( ’ W// // /X o A b i C//\‘l# C’/l //}J

- //,e (L)

to appear before the Judge of the Circujt Court of Roclgmgham County, at the Court House thereof

at 9:30 o’clock, a. m., on the/A/ av of kafz-‘ ; 1927
to lestify and the truth to say in beh lf of the Common ealth against .
(I PIVY, i a t Yo

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony misdeneanor.
And this vou shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ.
Winess, ]. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court at the Court House, the..J.. -2
day of ‘ £ 2l 19 J 7and in the /4'/ i Zear of the Commonwealth.

/Aﬁéa 2 Pode iZmh.D., Clerk

Massanetta Paper Co. Print FORM NO. 457
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The Court instructs the jury that the law presumes every
person charged with erime to be innocent until the Commonwealth
has established his guilt by evidence so strong, so eclear and
so conclusive, that there is left in the minds of the jury no
reasonable doubt as to his guilt., This presumption is an abiding
presumption, and goes with the accused through the entire case
and applies at every stage thereof until repelled by proof. And in
this connection the jury is instructed that it is never sufficient
that the accused, upon speculative theory or conjecture, may be
guilty; or that by the preponderance of the testimony his guilt
is more probable than%innocence- for until guilt Yas been
proved beyond all reasonable doubt in the precise and narrow terms
as charged in the indictment, the presumption of inndcence still

-~

applies and they must acquit Hridm .
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Commonwealth of Virginia,
Rockingham County, To-Wit:

2
mDollars e 5 15 S ),

to be levied of their respective goods and chattels, lands and tenements, for the use of the Commonwealth of Virginia
rendered, and they each severally waived their homestead exemption to their recognizance; yet upon this condition:
\Z",V 4 2 ’/évw%

That if the said="...7. =T« 2 O A AN e e Gt shall per;)‘r%iappear before
~the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Courthouse of said County, on the....... / .................. day of the
Zo/ 1
J9....., and at such other time or times to which the proceedings may be continued or further heard, and before any

court or judge hereafter having or holding any proceedmgs in, connection with the said charge, and then and there answer

whereof the

stands charged, and bé’ bound under said recognizance until the
charge is finally disposed of or until it is declared void by order of a competent court, then the above recognizance shall

be null and void; otherwise to remain in full force and effect. 7

\

MBAIL COMMISSIONER)






Prisoners Report of Rockingham County Jail

Month of el @ & .. /}'}ﬂ ........... 193 .4
Name \f{/. frrttrt™. N ... % Ao Gt ™Y "N Date Commiitted "2 TITE S o ah
Male.| Female.............. Agel. & Race.....{;m....Single.,f..’...‘f.:-;'. Married................ Divoreed................
Placgfet Bivth.: 0 0 L If Foreign Born......... e in U. S......... Years......... months........
Ehysical NEond bRt oy oo bt o e s Is Person a Drunkard?..........or Drug Victim?...
Can Read?«/ ta.. Write? g &). .. Occupation..5;-:’,‘?‘9“;{:...,....Offensc Committedu._,i“f%m;s\.at‘ﬁ.r.{-".....'.”.f;.:’...:..ﬁ" ;"’4‘1’ ;‘ VA,
City Ordinar,lce ................................................. Stafers e eRe Held for Grand g et s
IERS bl or 5 T el I i Senfelicen s ., s N o A Monthsrs oy -
1§ A el ER Bosts ot to . R Eime s anlis o Held for Bemitentiaey. ... ..ooonn e
Heldsastinsane. . ot e Held®tor Gthe i A m o r e e e
B E RN "Wt S e S e e L T T Watgiot nsehatoe. LI 0t o Ta i iR
DESCRIPTION OF PRISONER
Height..................... Weight.........ccoooe, Calor of BEyes... .. ...coiicn Eblorof Hairemimew oty
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T L LT E o P D e R e e Boot Marks ol
HIngers O Mole Marks! o o e S s
iNeekeMatled e, T . L S e R BreastiMAarke .| oo st i o b S S R -
L e G e L e e el o R AT N DS R e e o e
[EctEMlCepBMATian. ol e W ikt s Right Tlepr Maels oo 0 fa bt s
Fine After Prisoner at Jail; Amount to State$................ Amonnt tolCity §. o n naln
S /Q/Mt /;7/, o [L’ .......................................................................... Deputy and Jailer






ARREST WARRANT 6

The Commonwealth of Virginia, v
Rockingham County, }To-th

To the Sheriff of Said County:

Whereas, James H, Boice of said County, has this day

made complaint and inférmation on oath before me,  HATTY “ee Bryan 2 : Clleg'k Te J, Court
wJuOF ). Fs

of the said County, that Charles Byrd, William Gaines, and Marvin Williams,

of the said County, on the 6th day of December ,19_36 | in the said County, did

unlawfully and felonieusly break and enter the Harrisonburg Coga-Cola

Company building, in the night time, with intent to commit larceny,

against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia,

These are therefore, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to command you forthwith to apprehend and bring

before the Trial Justice of the said County, the body of the said__ Charles Byrd, William Gaines,

and Marvin Williams,

to answer the said complaint and to be further dealt with according

to law.
Given under my hand, this__ 22th day of __December /, 36. 74] /lé'%
v [l
/ it
: , &

Memo. of Commonwealth Witnesses:
Name Address




STATE OF VIRGINIA—COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, TO-WIT:

i , in and for the County of Rockingham, State
(T.J. or J. P. or Bail Commissioner)
of Virginia, do hereby certify that and

as his suret , have this day acknowledged themselves indebted to the

Commonwealth of Virginia in the sum of dollars ($ ) as to

which they severally waived their exemption, to be made and levied of their goods and chattels, yet upon this condition: That the said

shall appear before the Trial Justice Court of Rockingham County at

, on the day of , 19 , at
o'clock A. M., and not depart hence without leave of said Court, and at such other time or times to which the proceedings may be
continued or further heard, and before any court or judge hereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with said charge,
and then and there answer the Commonwealth of Virginia concerning the within charge until the same is finally disposed of, then
this recognizance shall be null and void; otherwise to remain in full torce and effect.

Given under my hand this, the day of 2 19 -

T. J. or J. P. or Bail Commissioner
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Prisoners Report of Rockingham County Jail
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The Court instrucets the jury that the testidmony of an accom-
plice in crime, that is, a person whox actually commits or parti-
cipates in a erime, is admissible in evidence, yet the evidence
of an accomplice, when not corroborated by some person or persons
not implicated in the crime, as to matters material to the issue,
that is, matters connecting the defendant§ with the commission
of the crime as eharged against Eﬁaﬂfﬁarﬂasthoa-o#-ihnn, ought to
be received with great cautionky by the jury before they should

conviet on such testimony.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF

JAS. H. BOICE
CHIEF OF POLICE

HARRISONBURG. VIRGINIA

SATURDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 19, 1936, 10:45 A, M.

I, Charles Byrd, age twenty-eight, do of my own free will and accord make
the following statement regarding the theft of & safe belonging to the Coca—Co}a
Company located on North Main Street, Harrisonburg, Virginia, on the night of
December 6, 1936.

This statement is made voluntarily end without any threats or promises
of reward being made to me by anyone for the purpose of this statement, and with

the knowledge on my part thet this statement may be used either for or against
me. %
Sometime after midnight on the night of the 6th of December, Willie Gaines,
Marvin Williems, a C, C. boy I do not know, and & boy called "Sugar", all colored,
came to my house and awakened me and asked me to go with them for & few minutes,

I had been drinking Sunday night and was felling pretty good at the time they came
after me, I got in the car with these four boys and they went to the rear entrance
of the Coca-Cola plant. Willie Gaines was driving the car and it was Willie who
asked me to go along. On the way to the Coca-salghylant I asked them what they
wented, All the inform tion they gave me was they wouldn't be but a minute,

When they got to the Coce-Cole plent, there was & black iron safe lying oglthe
ground a short distsnce from the rear door of the plant. When we got out o; the
car at the Coca-Cola plant and I saw this safe lying on the ground, I left right
away. Someone did, however, ask me to help load this safe, but I dig7;ake them

any reply and left right away for home,

Given under my hend this 19th day of December, 1936.

WITNESSES:
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Saturday Morning, December 19, 1936, 10:45 A, M., -~ Statement of Charles Byrd

WITNESSES:

§ I

e

My commission expires the 18th day of March, 193S.
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