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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony misdemeanor. 

day 

And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And halJe then and there this Writ. 

Witnes ]. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said C urt, at the Court House, the ...... ¥..:;t;t_J 
a/ •••••• ~. ~1, 192, aad ;, J_l}e;z;:;.~~th .. Clul 
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Commonwealth of Virginia: 
!l__ m- Tot 

You are hereby commanded to summon.tJ' .. :,.. . .f./.1 ..... .. . 

::::~:::~:~t.t~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

who stands charged with a felony misdemeanor. 

And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ. t:f::;-
Witness, ]. ROBERT SWITZE , Clerk of our said Co rt, at the Court House, the ...... 2:lf.. ....... . 

d,yof l,Y+:0_ 1,},,ndmth, J~;e;:;:::::l~. Ck>-k 

THB S£RVIC£ PRESS, HARRISONBURG, YA. 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

:: ;~;~r o':;::;: :.e: ~d :,: ~L.t};~ ~;.~:.~ ... ~ : ... ~~.~~.~:.~ ... ~: ... ~~.~~.:~: ... ~.~ ... '.'.~~ ... ~.~~·~·~···~·~·~:e I :;1 
to .. testif:y .. and .. the.truth .. to.say·i···~ ~~························•·············· 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony m-i-&d.en-roarwt-.---

day 

And this you shall not omit under penalty of £ I 00. And have then and there this Writ. ;r::f:.; 
Wit~ ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the .... 2:-.r!. .......... . 

of_ ...................... !..: ......................... 19.?.f_. ... , and in the !..~.~··········:llear of t2f Com~wealth 

J-11 ... ~ ~r ............... , Clerk 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
o the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereb}} commanded to summon ...... l ... ~: ......... ~~.k ........ d ... e .. ~ 
... JJ..-,, .. :.ft~ ..... ~ ..... &M~~ ..... Y- ................. ·.~ 

:.rt7~ ... 7/11-~ .. ::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

:: :;~•' o'~;~:~: ~' :.~d:: :L'h/~;,~;e,' of ~''?~~•~•'~: al t~, ~•-•~' ~'"" 1 ~'~J. 
to testif}} and the tru h o sa}} in behalf of he Commonwedlt~gainst ........................ : .................................................... . 

··············································-~ --1. ... -~ ~ LJ ·····-············· ~.~ ........................................... . 

who stands charged with and indicted for a. felon}} misdemeanor. 

And this }}ou shall not omit under penalt}} of £ I 00. And have then and there this Writ. 

:;,•_:':J: .• ~?~~~~~:tt~~I::· ,:~.~if i~;;2,:~~=•===~:~ :··~ da}} 
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a. true lJO or t,1, . ~
"-/~!. J:){j?, .. ~, 

J-'--u/7cJ-

mmCiiln 

r-1~ ~........: 8 ~(_ /-
Executed Jan.,3rd,I93f,by delivering a true copy of 

the -1)thin s~ons to K. R. Burke in person. 

.Jl--~-----Deputy for J. w. Bazzle,s. R. c. 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

Yoo o<e hmb~ ''.mmond,d lo_,ommon .. ~~---~~, 

to appear before the Judge of the Circui Court of Rocleingham Counl:y, at the Court House thereof, 

at 9 :30 o'clock, a. m., on thd-J ...... a:y of_ .......... ~~········ 19 ... ff.. .. f'to testif:y and the truth to 

sa:y in behalf of the Defendant in the prosecution of the Commo;,-ealth against ........ , ........................................ . 

··························································(_•!f ~ ... ~ ... ~ ....................... ~ ........ __J ................................. . 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony-misdemeanor-. -

And this :you shall not omit under penalt:y of £ I 00. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, J. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the ...... J.:..@:{:-L 
of =1t,(_ • 19if, and in th,~=::::;z:::~• 1

•b~. Cl"; 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereb:y commanded to summon ......................................... ·---···········-·········•··•·················································•·········-

----·········· .. ···························· .. ······-• .. ·••····················-------·--······ ......................................................................................................................... . 

---···················----·-········································································----···········································•····················································· 

--- .. •••••••• .. •u••••••-•HooOO••••••• .. •• .. ••••••••o•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••-•••••••••••••••••o•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••-•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••O•Oo•••••••••••o••••• 

to ~ ~d:: :Lj~;...i~.c:: ~;:~~~°..c.k: ...... ~~·=···~ o;:?f attotht:s~f:ur~n; ot:see tt:~~eo:~ 

sa:y in behalf of the Defen 81 t in the prosecutio of the Commonwealth against ........ , ........................................ . 

................................................................ ~ ....................... : ... C.Q ... ~ .................................... . 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felon}) misdemeanor. 

And this :you shall not omit under penalt:y of £100. And have then and there this Writ. d., 
Witness, . ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the ...... .Z. .. 7 ... . 
of ___________________ -~-- ________ J 9 __ .i!_7, end in th 'ji!:;;..--"'"' _ ,1 ___ ' ____ C o,m ___ onwcol - Cht da:y 
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SATURDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 3, 1938, 4:40 P. M. 

I,Rosser Smith Morris, 59 years of age, do of my own free 

will and accord, make the following statement regarding the stab

bing of Fannie Barton Morris on Friday morning, December 2, 1938; 

this statement is made voluntarily and without any threats or 

promises of reward being made to me by anyone for the purpose of 

this statement and with the knowledge on my part that this state

ment may be used against me. 

I live near Elkton, Virginia. I married Fannie Barton 

and have eight children. Have been working for Mr. Edgar Kite on 

his farm near Elkton for the past two years, and live in his house 

on said farm. I had been cutting wood all day for Mr. Kite on 

Thursday, December 1, and got home about dark, pulled off my gum 

boots when I got in the house and looked for my shoes as I wanted 

to put them on that night and only could find my right shoe which 

was near the wood-box in the kitchen. My little girl Lorrain, 

about thriteen years old, told me, "Papa, Mama throwed your shoe 

away". I ate supper in my sock feet, and after supper I looked 

in the closet downstairs for my other shoe, but could not find it. 

Then I went up stairs, undressed, and went to bed. I never asked 

my wife a thing about the shoe. I did not think she would tell me 

where she had throwed it. I was very tired and broke down and 

went to bed between 7:00 and 8:00 o'clock. I made up my mind 

shortly after I went to bed to stab my wife when day light come. 

I was very mad and tired and slept very little that night, and was 

planning what I expected to do next morning. I planned to cut her 

with one of my knives. I was sleeping in the room over the kitchen and 

when I heard my wife in the kitchen doing around for breakfast I got 

up and dressed and went dovm stairs. It was breaking day light. 

There were two lights burning, one in the kitchen and one in the 

dining room. ~~he doerf was e~e&-. I stopped in the kitchen near 

the wood-box and set in my split bottom chair just long enough 





Statement of Rosser Smith Morris page 2. 

to put on the shoe for my right foot. My wife was about eight 

feet away with her back to me bending over the table making out 

little round sausage cakes 1tn'. about so big for breakfast. Not a 

word passed between us. While I was setting down I pulled one of 

my knives out of my pocket, opened it, then got up and walked over 

to where my wife was and stabbed her. I aimed to stab her in the 

heart, but her arm knocked my lick off and I got the blow a little 

too low. I do not know how often I stabbed her, but I don't think 

I stabbed her but one time. When I stabbed her she hollared and 

waked all the children. She fell over at the corner of the table 

and rolled on the floor and still was hollaring when I left. I 

went in an empty chicken house to look for a rubber for my other 

foot and stayed three or four minutes and then went on to the road 

and met my oldest son Jesse coming towards home, and he asked me why 

I did that, and I told him "Jess, through a passion," and left to go 

to my brother Charles orris in Greene County. I intended to spend 

one night with him, then go to Earlysville the next day and spend 

the night there with my other brother Edgar Morris, and then I did 

not know where I was going and did not care much, but I wanted to 

get away. I thought I would get to Charlies and Charlie or his wife 

Maude would hide me and no one would find me. It was my idea to 

hide in a pile of hay there that belonged to Charlie. He owns 500 

acres. I was not drinking a drop that night nor the morning I did 

the stabbing. 





EXAKINATI N OF ROSSER S. ORRIS - MARCH 8, 1939. 

Patient had been examined by Dr. Armstrong, who 

found some ardening of the arteries, slig tlr enlarged 

prostate, some nee.rt urmurs, and made the di gnosis of 

chronic myocarditis, probably sclerosls of corona.ry ves els, 

sltght secondary an e la; and found 1n the laboratory 

re.arts a few red cells and few pu~ cells in the urine and 

occasional cat. 

.. patient, heh d been in jail. He is 

rey haired, Kin is enile, but he • very affable and 
S'kNIL b: 

cooperated v ry ell. Ont sting of StBnford-Binet, in an 

ffort to~i sensorium, he showed an inability to grasp 

the simplest ·uestion:' and shmrnd loss of recent and remote 

me ory, inabi ity to rec 11, very eficient memor span 

and no ability to fo m judgements or to compute or calculate. 

His disorient tion ·as also marked. He seened t have, also, 

a deficient emotional rec,pon e to hi si tw1tion and even hen 

rather brutally harassed about the murder, he snot'l'ed very 

little emotional re pon .. e and apparently very little under-

standing of hat he had one. There was an underlying con

fusion -nd also underlying ideas of mistreatment. He stated 

_ e had been mistreate fort enty years, at one time; ag in 

sixteen years. He felt tha.t his whole family treatea him 

badlly. fe howed ome tendency to f bricate, make up stories 

to cover his . ental deficiency. Ever so often during the 

examinati n, hew u d become markedly confused fr a short 

time and then, again, seemed to be very clear and under tand 

t' e hole procedure. 
5PNILf 

By means of tanford-Binet, he was found to have 

a mental age of between six and seven years. This test, 
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Page 2. 

Examination f Rosser S. 'orris - arch , 1939 

(Contin d) 

ho ever, ls only of value as· sen oriu. test. It wa 

ev dent tn~t he co~ld n~t. llildcr5tcnd tne que~tion and 

many 0~ his nswer .e-.c aue to cor:;.fusior.. rathe than lac 

of intelli.eence. 

Finally, t_en, t· is~ n sho s hardening of the 

s.rterie , ne s:10· marked memory defects, defects in judg

ffient nd ori rt tion with mild paranoid delusions. He 

has some recent haUucinations but ima.g inc th y are pro-

duced by his incarcer tion, although he rJ.ay have. had them 

befor . Certainly he _ent ly s ck and cou d be c si-
t/4-n~ 

fied as paranoid type of senile man tim:tel and leg al y this 

ould be interpreted as insane at this time cf the 

exam1natlan. 
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~00D REPORT~ 

Nome~--' _j__~---- ____________________ Roo/d ______________ D,1e ---~ _of_ • _________ !_J,3' __ J_ 
Hbg. ~-i-ef (method~----------~ Red Count ___ 3-,-~~~--Q 1 ___ 'b __ "(5r_Q_ White Count ______ ~]_ .... _ _{_o ___ ~------

Large Mononuclear ______________________ %, Description of Smear: 

Lymphocyte -----------~-- ___________ % 

Transitional 

~eutrophile 

---------------- --- -------- % 

------ -7 ~------------% 
Eosinophile _____________________________ % 

Basophile -----------~ ___ J _______________ % 

Myclocyte _______________________________ % 

Total Cells Counted ~--------
HARRISONBURG LABORATORY 

Harrisonburg, Va. 









HARRISONBURG LABO RA TORY 
Rockingham Memorial Hospital 

Harrisonburg, Va. 

Name ... Ro.ss.er-. 8.. 11orr.is ........... . 

Address qi t:Y. ____ Ja,~} C 

Datd!ar., .. ,.6., 1939 

s . A.. 

Specimen .rrL ~.oo. examined for . 'y,?hil.is .. 

Result ... . ... PE=gc1 tlY.e. ........... .. 





Harrisonburg Laboratory 
Harrisonburg, Va. 





Physical examination of Rosser Smith Morris made this 6th.day of 
March, 1939, at the request of t.~e Commonwealth's Attorney of Rockingham 
County, Virginia. 

Rosser Smith Morris, white, male, 59 years of age 5 ft. 8 in. tall, 
weight 152½ pounds, gaunt in appearance, slightly pale. 

Superficial examination of eyes disclose a beginning arcus senilis, 
and a pterygium of the right eye, can readily count fingers with either eye, 
pupils are very small and sluggish. 

His mouth and throat normal with the exception that many of his teeth 
are out, a few broken off, and two or three are slightly sensitive; his gums 
are in good condition, and are free from pyorrhea; tonsils are small and not 
infected, and he does not show any evidence of sinus infection. 

The right lobe of the thyroid gland is slightly enlarged; he has a 
very slight tremor of fingers, not more than you would expect in a man of his 
age and under nervous strain. It is not my impression that this very slight 
enlargement of the gland is toxic in type. 

The chest is thin, the scapula prominent; he has an extremely prominent 
kyphosis which he says resulted years ago from having been struck in the back 
with the blunt end of an axe; the abdomen presents nothing of interest, the 
veins of the extremities are prominent. 

His peculiar shaped chest somewhat suggests the possibility of tuber
culosis, but physical examination does not disclose any evidence of active 
infection. 

The apex beat is approximately one inch below the nipple anq s;;~tly 
to the inner side, he has a low soft mitral murmur, systolic in timef.uis very 
irregular as to rate, volume, and intermissions; his blood pressure 1i2/104. 

The middle lobe of the prostate gland is slightly enlarged; he rises 
to void three or four times a night, but has no difficulty, and his urine is 
practically free from pus cells. 

The kidneys seem fairly normal, not withstanding the fact that the 
urine shows one plus albumen, and a rare granular cast, and some oedema about 
the ankles; however, he has a normal urea, a good morning urine concentration, 
practically normal systolic, and a reasonably fair diastolic pressure. Fol
lowing a report of one plus albumen and sugar slightly positive to 8 drops, a 
blood urea and blood sugar was made which is normal. 

He denies any venereal disease at any time of his life, and in the 
absence of clinical symptoms, and negative Kahn, a spinal puncture -was not 
deemed necessary. 

His chief complaint is shortness of breath on exertion, irregularity, 
and pounding of heart especially at night, and difficult vision, and a feeling 
of fullness in the cardiac region. 

Knee jerk reflex is practically absent; Babinski and R,£mberg, negative. 

Conclusions: 
Chronic myocarditis, probably sclerosis of 

secondary anaemia; diagnosis of eye condition defer. 

Laboratory reports are attached. 

vessels, slight 
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JOSEPH R, BLALOCK, M. 0, 
SUPIERINTlrND&HT COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

STATE HOSPITAL BOARD 

OFFICE OF 

SOUTHWESTERN STATE HOSPITAL 
MARION, VA, 

L. H, HU■BLE, 
ST&WAIID 

September 2~, 1942 fUI ¼--I 3 - It;,~ 
I 

Mr. J. Robert Switzer, Clerk 
Circuit Court of Rockingham County 
Harrisonburg, Va. 

RE~ Rosser Smith Morris 

Dear Mr. Switzer! 

b - 3~/ 

We wish to advise you that the above-named patient died in 
this Hospital September 19,1942 at 8:15 p.m. 

Patient was committed by the Circuit Court of Rockingham 
County on February 28, 1939 to the Criminal Insane Depart
ment. He was admitted March 19, 1939. He had been a 
patient here since the date of his admission. 

Yours very truly, 

,~✓ 
ock, M. D. •. 

it 
ADH*H 





DEPARTMENT OF NEUROLOGY AND PSYCI-HATRY 

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA HOSPITAL 
D. C, WILSON. M. O. 

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE 

UNIVERSITY, VIRGINIA 

March 11, 1939 

Mr. J. Robert Switzer, Clerk, 
Circuit Court of Rockingham County, 
Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Dear Bob: 

Enclosed are notes dictated by me 
regarding :Mr. Rosser s. Morris. Hope these will be 
s.atisfactory. We are sending the original notes back 
with a few cross-outs, but if this is not satisfactory 
let me know and I can go into greater detail. 

Certainly enjoyed my visit with 
you, especially seeing you and your family, as well as the 
excellent dinner. 

With best regards, I am, 

DCW:p. VerY-sincerely yours, 

A) a,n;;/ t. a/d_. 
David C. Wilson, M. D. 

Encl. 





February ~s, 1939 

Dr. David C. Viilson 
University of Virginia tlospit l 
University, Virginia 

In e: C Illll1 n~ealth 

Dear Doctor: 

I d,m enclosi 'u. ~ e tercct by Judge Ber-
ti·am. today, an· he as you a u re est 
that ou perf rm t1 is ·slble. I at t..11 
convenient he would l uo it wi ri.in tne 
next e -, • nd if can ao go, pleu.se 
notify ea coup it is .uite i~ ly 
t • s e o b t e court repurter 
1n tni c&se b be reu ·o you 
from t notes that it wil be 
nece sary to h frvm Greene C unty, 
so I ougnt to ·hyst notice. 

Vith 

JRS:mb 
Enc. 1. 

A bham ' 6ht o you gooa. 
wisnes, I am 

our!:', ver truly, 

J. 11.ober t Swl t.zet·, Clerk 
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ST TE OF VIRGINIA, 

COUNTY OF ROCKING , to-wit: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF SAID COUNTY: 

The grand jurors of the State of Vir inia, in 

and for the body of the county of Rockingham, and now at

tending said Court!at its December term, 193~, upon their 

oaths present~ that Rosser Smith Morris, on the second day 

of December, 1938, in the said county of Rockingham feloni

ously did kill and murder Fannie Barton Morris, against 

the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth. 

This indictment is found on the testimony of J. W. 
✓. ✓ Bazzle, A. R. Burke, and . Da:r.t!s, witnesses sworn _in 

Court anu sent before the grand jury to give evidence. 



Murder 

Commonwealth 

v) Indictment 

..,--

Rosser Smith Morris 

Felony 

December term, 1938 

A True Bill: 

4,W._~ 

Witnesses: 

D. W. Earman 
Commonwealth's Attorney 

' 



IN THE CIRCUIT CvUhT iJF HuCIU G AU CvU iTY, VIhGI-Nii~• 
February ~6, 1939. 

Collmonweal th 

On an indi c tiaent fu a. f el.ony (murcie:r) 

'.I'tl,. Cvurt hr:wirlg on y,irnterda ,, P~brua:ry ';:!:,71 1939,. 

during the pendency or urn t1'i&l, detei·wi 0J. t· • t from ttie 

eviclenoe then alre,ady introduced, there was 1-euson.abl@ ground 

to doubt tile sant ty of th~ d.efendb.J:.1.t bl.l16 !::.iUspeno.eu said tri .. il 

for the purpose vf hav.ing the sani y of the uetendant uetormin

ed by a comr:nis sion .ls pr·uvi,ded by Cude Section 4909, uo·th n.uw 

a_ppo1nt David c. Wilson, o.t" tlhe Un1ver-sity of Vtrgin1a, ~ 

physician skilled in the diagriOBi3 of in,Hir .. it,y I w e amine 

A CUPY, 

AT'.l'ES'!Ei _______________ , Clerk. 
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COMMONWEALTH 

v. CHARG TO THE JURY. 

ROSSER SMITH MORRIS 

Your charge is to inquire whether the accused is guilty 

of the felony as charged in the indictment or not guilty. 

If you find him guilty of murder, as charged in the in

dictment, and that the same was committed with malice aforethought 

and was willful, deliberate and premeditated, then you shall find 

him guilty of murder in the first degree and ascertain his punish

ment at death, or, in your discretion, by confinement in the peni

tent·iary for life, or for any term not less than twenty years. 

If you find him guilty of murder, as charged in the in

dictment, and the same was committed with malice aforethought, and 

was not willful, deliberate and premeditated, then you shall find 

him guilty of murder in the second degree, and ascertain his punish

ment by confinement in the penitentiary for not less than five nor 

more than twenty years. 

If you find him not guilty of murder in the first degree 

or of murder in the second degree, but that he killed Fanr.ie Barton 

Morris without malice aforethought, actual or implied, upon a sud

den heat, on reasonable provocation, or in mutual combat, you will 

find him guilty of voluntary manslaughter, and ascertain his punish-

ment by confinement in the penitentiary for not less than one nor 

more than five years. 
/ 

If you find him not guilty of murder in the first degree 

or of murder in the second degree, or of voluntary manslaughter, 

but guilty of involuntary manslaughter, you will say so and ascer

tain his punishment by confinement in the penitentiary for not less 

than one nor more than five years, or in your discretion, assess 

a fine against him of not exceeding $1000, or by confinement in jail 

for not exceeding one year, or both. 

If you find him not guilty, you will say so and no more. 
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