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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia:

To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting:

You are hereby commjmded to summon O\étffvj;r(. ? M¢[ ), 7/% 0}/ / 5? Mﬂ )
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to appear before the Judge of the Clrcuf Court of chlfmgham County, ai the Court House theréf
at 9:30 o’clock, a. m., on the . 10 4 Jay of .""/"’L///‘(- 19

to testify and the truth to say in“behalf of the Con;moﬁwcalth agat%
/\' pAL LA \?x’fy/;. { Z_/A -~ /’//

2

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony misdemearior.

And this vou shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Wril

Witness, ]J. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our sald urt, at the Court House, the.... d/
day of G 19 ? /and in the)//[/ ........ fg....year of sthe C monwealth

AL VAJLLL yz A7 Clerk
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Commonwealth of Virginia:

who stands charged with a felony misdemeanor.
And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ. »
thness, ] ROBERT SWITZE , Clerk of our said Cowrt, at the Court House, the ...... 7, 5%
day off ............................. 19.4..4 5 and in the... lé - ...J)giear of the Commpnwealth, )
N S e W S , Clerk
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia:
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting:

You are hereb manded to summon. 7/%’/1’7’1&/ / \/ﬁ/’/ﬁﬁé’e/ /ﬁ #
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to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof
at 9:30 o’clock, a. m., on the }7 ay of 7’%‘ 19 7
to testify and the truth to say in bechalf of the Com onweallh

gainst e

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony misdemeanor—
And this vou shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ
Witness, , J. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the.. 272 ..
day of \%( 195/ and in the /@} "( ........... Year of the Cammonwealth

} ”/i"/)(/ 'LM é;“/« Clerk
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia:

To the Sheriff of Rockingham Connty, ’Greetmg

A
/ ’ﬁ
You are hereby commanded to summon // / S P ["/, / /T /( e fé/

/ ‘ - ' /< Frre ¢
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to appear before the Judge of the Circuit, Court of Rockmgham Counly, at the Court House thereof
A

at 9:30 o’clock, a. m., on the L0 fl—ay of of A2 C, 19 27
to testify and the i%th/o say in behalf of the Commonweallh agamsi
e 2Lt A =222 ///( Pl A —p el

who stands charged with and indicted for a_felony misdenteanor.
And this vou shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ.

2z 1
Witness, J. ROIFERT SWITZER Clerk of our said Court at the Court House, the...... = .
day of KL< 197, / and in the z.’.’.., ..... /j’ .......... _Year of llte Co onmeallh
Y b/tz//; w,-f/"/ Al M A ClCT’f
= ——————
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Executed Jan,,3rd, Igéﬁby de 1vering; a true copy of
the ;&thin summons to K. R, Burke in person.

Deputy for J. W. Bazzle,S. R. C.
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia:
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting:

Z / o SR )
You are hereby ?ommandcd to summon ( /ft&gﬁ 0 T Ll 7= Laes A D arz 22,
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to appear before the Judge of the Cirtz Court of Roclzzngham County, at the Court House thereof,
“at 9:30 o’clock, a. m., on ihe'7z7' ay of ‘774 % 19 j/to testify and the truth to

say in behalf of the Defendant) in lhe prosecution_of the Commonmcallh against S TR
(Alaete sFzz A TPt sl

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony-misdemeanor-——
And this vou shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Whit.

day of - /7 A. 19 5 ‘7 and in the /& ...... Year of the C‘tynonmeallh.
% Clerk
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia:

To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting:

You are hereby commanded to summon

/:f) 21/ )7,7’ A ;?/r A /

to, appear, before t}ne Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof,
m 30-0ucfoc[a.—m» on the’27[ay of ] 19 é/ to festify and the truth to
say in behalf of the Defendant in ihc pr’osecutloy; of ihe Commonwedlth against

vte K e T TP an

A2

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony misdemeanor.

And this vou shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ.

Witness, ;7 ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the....Z.. ../......ﬁ =
day of 7« / 19 fi/ and in the /;,; “.Year of the Com onwealth.
alo r e Lgad, ) . Clek
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SATURDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 3, 1938, 4:40 P. M.

I,Rosser Smith Morris, 59 years of age, do of my own free
will and accord, make the following statement regarding the stab-
bing of Fannie Barton Morris on Friday morning, December 2, 1938;
this statement is made voluntarily and without any threats or
promises of reward being made to me by anyone for the purpose of
this statement and with the knowledge on my part that this state-
ment may be used against me,

I live near Elkton, Virginia. I married Fannie Barton
and have eight children. Have been working for Mr. Edgar Kite on
his farm near FElkton for the past two years, and live in his house
on said farm. I had been cutting wood all day for Mr. Kite on
Thursday, December 1, and got home about dark, pulled off my gum
boots when I got in the house and looked for my shoes as I wanted
to put them on that night and only could find my right shoe which
was near the wood-box in the kitchen. My little girl Lorrain,
about thriteen years old, told me, "Papa, Mama throwed your shoe
eway". I ate supper in my sock feet, and after supper I looked
in the closet downstairs for my other shoe, but could not find it.
Then I went up stairs, undressed, and went to bed. I never asked
my wife a thing about the shoe. I did not think she would tell me
where she had throwed it. I was very tired and broke down and
went to bed between 7:00 and 8:00 o'clock., I made up my mind
shortly after I went to bed to stab my wife when day light come.

I was very mad and tired and slept very little that night, and wes
planning what I expected to do next morning. I planned to cut her
with one of my knives. I was sleeping in the room over the kitchen and

when I heard my wife in the kitchen doing around for breakfast I got
up and dressed and went down stairs. It was breaking day light.
There were two lights burning, one in the kitchen and one in the

dining room. -Fhe—doorp-—wass—opens 1 stopped in the kitchen near

the wood-box and set in my split bottom chair just long enough
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Statement of Rosser Smith Morris page 2.

to put on the shoe for my right foot. My wife was about eight

feet away with her back to me bending over the table making out
little round sausage caskes fax about so big for breakfast. Not a
word passed between us., While I was setting down I pulled one of
my knives out of my pocket, opened it, then got up and walked over
to where my wife was and stabbed her. I aimed to stab her in the
heart, but her arm knockdd my lick off and I got the blow a little
too low. I do not know how often I stabbed her, but I don't think
I stabbed her but one time. When I stabbed her she hollared and
weked all the children. She fell over at the corner of the table
and rolled on the floor and still was hollaring when I left. I
went in an empty chicken house to look for a rubber for my other
foot and stayed three or four minutes and then went on to the road
and met my oldest son Jesse coming towards home, and he asked me why
I did that, and I told him "Jess, through a passion," and left to go
to my brother Charles lMorris in Greene County. I intended to spend
one night with him, then go to Earlysville the next day and spend
the night there with my other brother Edgar Morris, and then I did
not know where I was going and did not care much, but I wanted to
get away. I thought I would get to Charlies and Charlie or his wife
Maude would hide me and no one would find me. It was my idea to
hide in a pile of hay there that belonged to Charlie. He owns 500

acres . I was not drinking a drop that night nor the morning I did
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EXAMINATION OF ROSSER £. MORRIS - MARCH 8, 1939,

Patient had been examined by Dr. Armstrong, who
found some hardening of the arteries, slightly enlarged
prostate, some heart murmure, and made the diesgnosis of
chronic myocarditis, probably sclerosis of coronery vessels,
slight secondary anaemiaj and found in the laboratory
reports a few red cells and few pus celle in the urine and
occasional cast.

When I saw patient, he had been in jeil. He is
grey haired, skin i1s senile, but he was very affable and
cooperated very well. On testing of Siigigrd-ainet, in an
effort téqugﬁﬁls sensorium, he showed an inability to grasp
the simplest guestions and showed loss of recent snd remote
memory, inability to recall, very deficient memory spant,
and no ability to form judgements or to compute or calculate.
His disorientation was also marked. He seemed to have, also,
a deficlent emotionsl response to his situation and even when
rather brutally harassed about the murder, he showed very
little emotional response and apparently very little under-
standing of what he had done. There wss an underlying con-
fusion and also underlying ideas of mistreatment. He stated
he had been mistreated for twenty yesrs, &t one time; again
sixteen years. He felt that his whole family treated him
badily. He showed some tendency to fabricate, meke up stories
to cover his mental deficlency. FEver so often during the L
exemination, he would become markedly confused for a short
time and then, again, seemed to be very clear &nd understand
the whole procedure. 3

SEMILE
By means of 8tanflord-Binet, he was found to have

a mental age of between six and seven years., This test,



QL B HOAAM - RIAAOM .2 AH230 O WOITAMIMAXI

odw ,snortamTA .10 yd benimsxs mesd bsd dnelded -
renT P : e | "

1o eleonyslib edd ebsm bas ewvmium Ji18ed smoz eisjeolq
 alesaev yisnmoroo Yo alsorelse yidsdorq .sidibrsooym olmowrdo

Yr03st0dsl erd nl bawol bas gsimesns yiabmooes Iriglle
bns enliu edd ni 2lleo swqg wel bas 2lieo bet wel 8 adioqeT
.Jeso Ismolaso20

gt o .Ils{ nt meed bad ed tmelisq waz 1 asdW
bns oldalls yrev asw ed Jud .ellmes al aixe betied ety

a8 ol .30&2‘-5% 1o gnitzess a0 .I[lew yrov betsteqood
geas1y of yrilldsal ns beswora ed mulloznesd "mh“ $101%e

eJome1 bas Jneve1 o 2zol bewora bms amoldsoup Iesiqmia edd

'.un._mf‘im 10 ejuqmod o3 1O atnemegbul m10Y of vdiilds on brns

oels ,evad of bemees sH .bextsm osls ssw noldsimeltoslb atH
genw neve bns moldsudiia eld o) esnogeet [sncliome Inelolleb s
yrov bewore er . 1ebium edd Juods beeastsd yllsduid Terdst

~1ebay efs3Ll yrov yidmersqgs bne ezmoges: Isaoliome si3FLL

-noo zoiyitebnu na 28w oxedT .emob bad eod Isdw to anibasda

bedsia o .Inemisetdailm Yo esebl ganivitebnu ozls Ml nolaul

nisgs jemid emo 38 .axsey YWmewd 101 beiserdelm need bsd ed
mid bedsetd yllmesY slodw eld 3sdd 3lsY oH .etzsey messxle
Msmu"qn oxam ,etsolydsl of yonebmed emoz bewede sH .ylibsd

‘ m--m mmma‘mmmww ,mnw
,"‘ bnsdersbnu bns 18eio yrev od of bemess  niszs . medd bus smld
3 91ubecorqg elorniw ol

evan o bawol esw ed .hm-bt:i::;l ¢ ansem &
Jeed sldl .s1sey msvea bne xle meewded Yo egs lsimem 8

“..\



Page 2.

Examination of Rosser 8. Morris - iarch 8, 1939
(Continued)

however, is only of value as & sensorium test. It was
evident.that he ecould not understand the queztions and
many of hie answers were due Lo confusion rather than lack
of intelligence.

Finaslly, then, this men shows hardening of the
arteries, ne shows marked memory defects, defects in judg-
ment and orientation with mild parencid delusions. He
has some recent hellucinations but I imegine they are pro-
duced by his incsrceration, slthough he may have had them
before. Certainly ne is mentally sick &nd cculd be classi-
fied as paranoid type of aenileég:zgéggggjand legelly this
would be interpreted as insane at thie time of the

examination.

&
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HARRISONBURG LABORATORY
Rockingham Memorial Hospital
Harrisonburg, Va.

Name ..Rosser. S. Horris.. ... ... Datdiar., ,6,1939
Address C1%y Jail A - A..
Specimen = Blood . ... examined for Syphilig. .
Result ... negative . . .
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Harrisonburg, Va.






Physical examination of Rosser Smith Morris made this 6th.day of
March, 1939, at the request of the Commonwealth's Attorney of Rockingham
County, Virginia.

Rosser Smith Morris, white, male, 59 years of age 5 ft. 8 in. tall,
weight 1523 pounds, gaunt in appearance, slightly pale.

Superficial examination of eyes disclose a beginning arcus senilis,
and a pterygium of the right eye, can readily count fingers with either eye,
pupils are very small and sluggish.

His mouth and throat normal with the exception that many of his teeth
are out, a few broken off, and two or three are slightly sensitive; his gums
are in good condition, and are free from pyorrhea; tonsils are small and not
infected, and he does not show any evidence of sinus infection.

The right lobe of the thyroid gland is slightly enlarged; he has a
very slight tremor of fingers, not more than you would expect in & man of his
age and under nervous strain. It is not my impression that this very slight
enlargement of the gland is toxic in type.

The chest is thin, the scapula prominent; he has an extremely prominent
kyphosis which he says resulted years ago from having been struck in the back
with the blunt end of an axe; the abdomen presents nothing of interest, the
veins of the extremities are prominent.

His peculiér shaped chest somewhat suggests the possibility of tuber-
culosis, but physical examination does not disclose any evidence of active
infection.

The apex beat is approximately one inch below the nipple an% %Eé%&tly
to the inner side, he has a low soft mitral murmur, systolic in time Yi's vVery
irregular as to rate, volume, and intermissions; his blood pressure IQ2/104.

The middle lobe of the prostate gland is slightly enlarged; he rises
to void three or four times a night, but has no difficulty, and his urine is
practically free from pus cells.

The kidneys seem fairly normal, not withstanding the fact that the
urine shows one plus albumen, and a rare granular cast, and some oedema about
the ankles; however, he has a normal urea, a good morning urine concentration,
practically normal systolic, and a reasonably fair diastolic pressure. Fol-
lowing a report of one plus albumen and sugar slightly positive to 8 drops, a
blood urea and blood sugar was made which is normal.

He denies any venereal disease at any time of his life, and in the
absence of clinical symptoms, and negative Kahn, a spinal puncture was not
deemed necessary.

His chief complaint is shortness of breath on exertion, irregularity,
and pounding of heart especially at night, and difficult vision, and a feeling
of fullness in the cardiac region.

Knee jerk reflex is practically absent; Babinski and Rgmbeny, negative.

Conclusions:
Chronic myocarditis, probably sclerosis of coronary vessels, slight

secondary ansemia; diagnosis of eye conditionsdeferred.

Laboratory reports are attached.

Howard Armstrong, M. D.






JOSEPH R. BLALOCK, M. D.

SUPERINTENDENT

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
STATE HOSPITAL BOARD

OFFICE OF
SOUTHWESTERN STATE HOSPITAL
MARION. VA.
/, / 2/
September 21, 1942
//
Mr. J. Robert Switzer, Clerk &, i

Circuit Court of Rockingham County
Harrisonburg, Va.

RE: Rosser Smith Morris
Dear Mr, Switzer?

We wish to advise you that the above-named patient died in
this Hospital September 19,1942 at 8:15 p.m,

Patient was committed by the Circuit Court of Rockingham
County on February 28, 1939 to the Criminal Insane Depart-—
ment, He was admitted March 19, 1939. He had been a
patient here since the date of his admission.

Yours very truly,

ADH*H

L. H. HUBBLE,






UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE
UNIVERSITY, VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF NEUROLOGY AND PSYCHIATRY
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA HOSPITAL - March 11, 1939

D. C. WILSON. M. D.

/ lr. Je. Robert Switzer, Clerk,
Circuit Court of Rockingham County,
Harrisonburg, Virginia.

Dear Bob:

Enclosed are notes dictated by me
regarding ifr, Rosser S. Morris. Hope these will be
satisfactory. Wie are sending the original notes back

with a few cross-outs, but if this is not satisfactory
let me know end I can go into greater detail.

Certainly enjoyed my visit with
you, especially seeing you and your family, as well as the
excellent dinner.

.

With best regards, I am,

DCW:pe. Very sincerely yours,

)@m/f Lt

David C., Wilson, M. D.

Enecl.






February 8, 1959

Dr., David C, Wilson
University of Virginia Hospital
University, Virginia

In Lke: Commonwealth v. R. S.

Dear Doctors

I am enclosing A
tram today, and he asked

convenient he would like f

next week, and if you find Ou can 4o 50, please

notxfy me a couple of-day s ahdgd as it is quite likely
G 8 court reperter

> be reud to you

*'ssiole that 1t will be

nwge from Greene County,

q dayst' notice.

idgham might do you good.
wisnes, I am

Yours very truly,

J. Robert Switzer, Clerk
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STATE OF VIRGINIA,
COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, to-wit:

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF SAID COUNTY:

The grand jurors of the State of Virginia, in
and for the body of the county of Rockinghem, end now at-
tending said Court:at its December term, 1938, upon their
oaths presentf that Rosser Smith Morris, on the second day
of December, 1938, in the said county of Rockingham feloni-
ously did kill and murder Fannie Barton Morris, against

the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth.

This indictment is found on the testimony of J. W.
Bazzle,bﬁi R. Burke,’;nd-Dv—Ev—Bevis, witnesses sworn in

Court and sent before theigrénd'jury to give evidence.



Murder

Commonwealth
v) Indictment

Rosser Smith Morris
Felony
December term, 1938

A Brue Bill:

4 ).

FTorenfa

Witnesses:

3. N, Bazzlev//
A. R. Burke L~
—DF—Davis

D. W. Earman
Commonwealth's Attorney



IN THE CIRCUIT CUUKT UF RUCKINGHAM CUUNTY, VIKGIHEIA.
Fabruary &8, 1939,

Commonwealth
Ve Un an indictment for a felony (murder)
nosser Smith Morris

Tohe Court having on yesterday, February 7, 1838,
during the pendency of the trial, determined that {rom tae
evidence then ﬁlréﬁﬁy introduceced, there was reasanablé gfv&ﬂd
to doubt the sanity of the defendant und suspenced ﬁaid trial
for the purpose of having the sanity of the defendant determin-
ed by a commission as provided by Code Bectlon 4808, auvth now
appoint David C. Wilson, of the University of Virginia, a
physician skilled in the disgnosis of ilnsanity, to examine
the defendant and make such investigaetion of the cuase as he
may deem nacesaafy, and report vo the court tihe condition of

the defendant at the time of examination.

A CUPY.
ATTESTE: , » Clerk.







COMMONWEALTH

V. : CHARGE TO THE JURY.
RUSSER SMITH MORRIS

Your charge is to inquire whether the accused is guilty
of the felony as charged in the indictment or not guilty.

If you find him guilty of murder, as charged in the in-
dictment, and that the seme was committed with malice aforethought
and was willful, deliberate and premeditated, then you shall find
him guilty of murder in the first degree and ascertain his punish-
ment at death, or, in your discretion, by confinement in the peni-
tentiary for 1life, or for any term not less than twenty years.

If you find him guilty of murder, as charged in the in-
dictment, and the same was committed with malice aforethought, and
was not willful, deliberate and premeditated, then you shall find
him guilty of murder in the second degree, and ascertain his punish-
ment by confinement in the penitentiary for not less than five nor
more then twenty years.

If you find him not guilty of murder in the first degree
or of murder in the second degree, but that he killed Fanrie Barton
Morris without malice aforethought, actual or implied, upon a sud-
den heat, on reasonable provocation, or in mutual combat, you will
find him guilty of voluntary manslaughter, and ascertain his punish-
ment by confinement in the penitentiary for not less than one nor
more than five years. )

If you find him not guilty of murder in the first degree
or of murder in the second degree, or of voluntafy manslaughter,
but guilty of involuntary manslaughter, you will say so and ascer-
tain his punishment by confinement in the penitentiary for not less
than one nor more than five years, or in your discretion, assess
a fine against him of not exceeding $1000, or by confinement in jail
for not exceeding one year, or both.

If you find him not guilty, you will say so and no more.






