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I, Paul F, Crawford, meake the following voluntary statement to officer
G, W, Joseph, of the Harrisonburg, Virginia Police Department knowing him to
be the same, No threats or promises have been made to me and I know that this
statement can be used against me in a court of law,

April 10, 1946

I was born in Rockingham county at Linville Va, July 1, 1920, My father and
mother are still living, My mother is a patient at the Western State Hospital in
Staunton Va, I attended school at Linville-Edom and went as far as the fifth grade.
In February I was inducted into the army in 1942, and served until November 8, 1948,
During my stay in the army I sevwddin the India and Burme theaters.

I first met Vegie Smith, the girl I am accused of raping, on April 4, 1946, I
Had seen her on the streets of Harrisonburg on various occasins before this time
but had never met her personally,

On April 4, 1946, Roy Shiffelt and myself came to Harrisonburg from our homes
at Linville, In Harrisonburg we met Marvin DePoy and the three of us went to the
Diner on North Main St.for & few minutes and then we started driving around in & car
that belongs to Roy's mother. While riding around the three of us, Roy Shifflet,
Marvin DePoy and myself decided to go to the Smith home on Washington 35t,

When we arrived at the Smith home I knocked on the door, and one of the smaller
Smith children came to the door, I then assked if Vergie was there, and the child
said "yes, come on in," When we went in the house Vegie was out in the kitchen
washing her hands, face and feet,

I asked her if she was coming in the front room and she said she was just as soon
she got thru washing herself. We all sat down and wailted for her to finish and come
in where we were, v

After a few mintites she finished what she was doing and came into the room.
In the room we made love to Vergie in the usual wey that men do-~calling her "honey"
and such like terms, After a few mingtes Vegie went into the bed-room and lay down
across the bed, Roy Shifflet followed her into the room and I believe hejfPREN Sexual
intercourse with Vergie Smith, but I did not see him, Affér Roy ceme out, then‘Meryin
DePoy went into the room, end I did see him have sexual intercourse with Vergie Smith.
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After Marvin had finished it looked like it was my turn next and I went into
the room with her, When I went in the room Veglie was lying on the bed with her legs
spread apart as if ready to do business. I had sexual intercourse with her. She
moved and squirmed around Just like any other girl that seems to be enjoying the
effects of having sexual intercourse.

This all took place between 3:00 P, M, and 4:00 P, M, on the afternoon of
April 4, 1946, We remained at the Smith home around & half an hour. After we
had intercourse with Vergie Smith, all three of us left the Smith home and went to
Swift's Produce Co. where we picked up Roy Shifflet's mother and then wExXwEREXEw
Eyexkmumxx¥n L came on down street and the rest went to Linville,

I did not see anyone use any force, and I know X did. not myself, to make Vergie
Smith have sexual intercourse with us. She did it willingly and freely without any
one of us having to make her do it., From hearssy I have understood that Vergie was
a wayard girl, and no one had to use force to have sexual intercourse with her,
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Witness Subpoena

Commonwealth of Virginia:
County of Rockingham, to-wit:
To the Sheriff of said County, Greeting:

You are hereby commanded, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia to summon

S. J. Smith, Vergie Smith, Ashby Smith, Ervin Smith and Stanley Smith

all at Bast Weashington Street, Harrisonburg, Virginia,

to appear before the Trial Justice Court of said County, sitting at Harrisonburg, Virginia

in said County, on_29th day of April 19_46_, at the hour of 2200 P,IL.

of that day to give evidence in behalf of _Commonwea lth

in the pending case of__Commonweglth

v. Paul Crawford and Roy Shifflett !
Given under my hand this__26th  day of , 19
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia:
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting:

You are hereby commanded to summon

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony misdemeanor.
And t}}}s/yoggshall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ.

SOV LA | O EALLT N S AT T L i =, ¢
Witness, J.ROBERT m,—‘(:lﬂ’-k of our said Court, at the Court House, the... 7.
e
day of ... ’ZZ Peemey 9’{//, and in the/ﬁ//s)«/ .year of the Commonwealth.
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia:
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting:

You are hereby commanded to summon

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of RO\tham County, at the Court House thereof,
at 9:30 o’clock, a. m., on the.v.,‘_]{é,zfﬁfzday o B s 2o tert

to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth agai ...................................... L sl

e

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony rmsdemeanot
And this you shall 3ot omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ.

LAWRENCE /7 oo rEL, CoOAFAIINNERDLTAH S P 7 To2n/E )y RS
Witness, J-TROBERT-SWITZER; €lerk of our said Court, at the.Court House, the.. ~./
day of<_ “"4"‘/7 - 19‘7* 7 and in the 1? .:._year of the Commonwealth.
/ / —7 s
£ C m‘”‘*”“/ \gf/ e ,€lerk
THE SERVICE PRESS t
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Commonwealth of Virginia:

To the Sheriff of Rockingham Cou Greetmg:
You are bereby comznded to summon.. UM ?44/ .... M ...... M?. .......

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof,

at 9:30 o’clock, a. m., on tbe...a‘?./.ﬁké ..... BAYOL . ocineseivssoisnios %AM{A// ............................ 19 6.,
to testify and the truth to say in bebalf of the ommonwealtb before the GRAND / JURY..... ey

who stands charged with a felony misdemeanor.
And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ.
Witness, ]. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the /7% ........
day of...... A@ZMH#&, and in the... . /7L..... year of the Commonwealth.

THE SERVICE PRESS, HARRISONBURG, VA.
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Arrest Warrant 6

The Commonwealth of Virginia, .
Rockingham County, } To-wit

To the Sheriff of Said County:

Whereas, S. J. Smith N of said County, has this day
made complaint and information on oath before me, _ d+ C. Swartz, C].Te.xl'.lf)r ;I'P J. Court
of the said County, that Paul Crawford
on the 4th dayof __April 19 46 | in the said County, §%® unlawfully and fe-

loniously upon one Vergie Smith, a female over the age of 16 years, to-wit,

21 years old, did make mxrt—ammr—thrsard—‘ferg‘ke—&nrﬁh—by—me&ﬁs

of force and violence, did then and there carnally know and abuse, against
the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia

These are therefore, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to command you forthwith to apprehend and bring

before the Trial Justice of the said County, the body of the said

Paul Crawford

to answer the said complaint and to be further dealt with according

to law.
Given under my hand this 8th day of April ?, 29 ﬁ%

Memo. of Commonwealth Witnesses:
Name Address
Ashbylatsh - . . = _East Washington St., Harrisonburg,Va.
Ervin Smith o

Stanley Smith 5 i




STATE OF VIRGINIA—COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, TO-WIT:

] PSRRI A .o R I SRR PR RN N = o o 0 0 oy RO, o L b , in and for the County of Rockingham, State of
T. ]. or J. P. or Bail OoEBF&onnn :
of Virginia, do hereby certify that........... and
............................. as his suret ..., have this day acknowledged themselves indebted to the
Commonwealth of Virginia in the sum of ... I T R dollats (oot ) as to

which they severally waived their exemption, to be made and levied of their goods and chattels, yet upon this condition: That the said
shall appear before the Trial Justice Court of Rockingham County at

............................................................................................. gomithe: . 410 [ B daviol BN R UL TR | R S
o’clock A. M., and not depart hence without leave of said Court, and at such other time or times to which the ﬁ-dnmmnr:mm may be
continued or further heard, and before any court or judge hereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with said charge,
and then and there answer the Commonwealth of Virginia concerning the within charge until the same is finally disposed of, then this
recognizance shall be null and void, otherwise to remain in full force and effect.

Given under my hand this, the ... ... dayof . o R oL R :

Miles travelled by officer - - ... .. .
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Jail Fees

Miles carried prisoner

Total mileage

Trial Justice

Subs.,



COMMONWEALTH VS. [ 20 l. W

DESCRIPTION OF PRISONER

Last knov&‘/'n address____MiL__[%. 1474 T AN [49_'_/__ ___________________
irﬂMp_- Weightly_d_____

Age___ _a<_ _Ce, __________ Occupation. Lo . gz(,d/_éﬂ'ﬂ/__i __________________________________________
Date of Trial__ _27/. _?’__?//9;2_ __________________________________________________________________________
Result _--_QW_--@:M_\ _________________________________________________________________________
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Report of Witnesses for the Commonwealth

Month of April 29, 19 46

Whose mileage and attendance were not collected by the Trial Justice before the end of said month.

Russell % Wfavizi ?gs , Trial Justice.
By fa ~ Clerk,

WITNESSES P;E}r Days | Atfendance | Miles | Mileage | Total | Date
1 946
Com.vs. Paul Crawford and Roy Shifflett |Fel. 4=-29
. S. J. Smith 1 .00 50
2. Vergie Smith ) 1 .90 +90
3. Ashby Smith i .50 | : 50
4. Ervin Smith ‘ 1 «90 «50
5. Stanley Smith 1 «90 «90
6. ---ﬁ - . i
Com. vs.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

All witnesses summoned for the Commonwealth shall be entitled to receive for each day’s attendance fifty cents,
all necessary ferriage and tolls, and five cents per mile over five miles going and returning to place of trial or before
grand jury. (Sec. 3512)






Prisoners Report of Rockingham County Jail f;f f j
o AT s
77
’ Nam&M < _éZ _____ Date Arrested--.?/__.__—_z.i_ké_

Bate Bailed /@ ut- S imaie WSt e o 8 Again Placed in Jail

e
Male_ M_ ...Female _______ AgeL 6_ ~Race. ZM_ -_Single__ _/__ Married=__ - Divorced. ... .

Separated _______ Widow ________ Widower________ Illiterate
Vocational .______College________Drug Addict________Inebriate________ Occupatio Xm
Employed _______ L E__ < R O BT A

Hedenglae Cor s W b8 SApveyl e o oo s s INaww L o e Qthefs- 88 & ol aon
Offense ___ P Sy --_________----_-__-__-__---__-__' ________________ Fel. .. . K _______
Miscelignenmaetes e i ol L ABG L e s AL B r et o N NS ol Tl WD
Date Comm'itted _/_( f?__i _ié____Da.te of Trial ZI&Q _._—__?_(ﬁ j Date of Release ________________
Court TR ELOmIS ____- _____________ UDE DECountEr Sl sl ut 5
Transferred From - oo __' __________ Transferred To

Reason for Transfer

Physical Condition___ m ________________________ Contagious Disease, If Any_ }_‘ff.t__,/__ x

Fine After Prisoner at Jail; Amount to State $_______ ____ Amount to City $

Date Reported b e e i B A W e e S Deputy and Jailor

L R AR £ 1o, YOO . xyes O, S (o N Sheriff







IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA.

It appearing to the Court that a sufficient number
of jurors to constitute a panel of twenty free from exception
cannot be had from those summoned and in attendance at this
term of Court, in the trial of the case of Commonwealth vs.
Paul Crawford, on an indictment for a felony, set for trial

this 24th day of February, 1947, it is ordered that the follow-

ing persons selected from the names on the list of jurors pro-
vided for by Sections 5988 and 5989 of the Code of Virginia,
be summoned forthwith to complete the panel aforesaid, viz.,
Thos. L. Yancey, Wm. C. Grandle, F. H. Blakemore, and J. O.
Marsh.

Enter: _
(] /! i




‘el ,'-lvq‘ :.-' "Ehﬁ -';‘_tr‘._. ‘A';]_r .‘51','5' .'.NI.":.%-I I

ST i




INSTRUCTION /

The Court instructs the jury that rape is the having of
sexual intercourse with a woman against her will by force. Be-
fore the jury will be warranted in convicting the accused on a
charge of rape, they must be satisfied from the evidence beyond
all reasonable doubt that the act of sexual intercourse was ac-
complished by force and against the will of the prosecutrix and,
considering under the evidence the time, the place, the relative
physical strength, and endurance of the prosecutrix and the accu-
sed, the whole situation as it confronted her, and all the cir-
cumstances of the case, it must appear from the evidence beyond
all reasonable doubt that the prosecutrix resisted her assailant
by every means at her command until she was overcome by his super-

ior strength.

P (e X






INSTRUCTION ia

The Court instructs the jury that the burden resting upon
the Commonwealth to prove the accused guilty beyond all reasonable
doubt of an offense and every material element thereof, charged
against the accused, does not wmean that it is necessary for the
Commonwealth to establish the guilt of the accused to a mathematical
certainty or beyond all possibility of mistake or to do more than
satisfy the jury that upon the evidence as a whole the accused is

guilty thereof beyond all reasonable doubt.
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INSTRUCTION 4

The Court instructs the jury that if they believe the de-
fendant, Paul Crawford, had sexual intercourse with the prosecu-
ting witness, Vergie Smith, at the time charged in the indictment,
then in determining the question as to whether or not it was by
force and without her consent, the jury may take into consideration
her age, size, weight and her condition and physical appearance, all
of which testimony and facts the jury are authorized to consider in
connection with all the other evidence in the case determining
whether or not said prosecuting witness consented to such sexual

intercourse and in whether or not force was used therein.






INSTRUCTION NO. ‘7[

The court instructz the jury that the law presumes
the accused to be innocent until he 1is proven guilty beyond
a reasonable doubt, and if there is upon the minds of the
Jury any reasonable doubt of the guilt of the accused, the
law makes it their duty to acquit him, and that mere suspicion
or probability of his guilty, however strong, is not sufficient
to convict, nor is it sufficient if the greater waight or
preponderance of the evidence supports the charge in the in-
dictment, but to warrant his conviction his guilt must be
proved so clearly that there is no reasonable theory consistent

with the evidence upon which he can be innocent,

Coisnsn VS ;;i;¢,~+_il (E:L/€1«LAJ2;£%4.é§Z\
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S
INSPRUCTION NO.

The Court instructs the jury that the issue in the case is
not whether the entire statement made by the accused on the stand
is true, or otherwise, but the sole issue is whether or not the
accused raped Virgie Smith by force and against her will. There-
fore, upon their consideration of the case, even should the jury
disbelieve any part or all of the evidence of the accused, still,
if upon the whole evidence in the case they entertain a reasonable

doubt of his guilt on the charge of rape, it is their duty to acquit him

of such chsarge.
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INSTRUCTION INO. [p

TheeCourt instructs the jury that in determining whether or
not the act carnel intercourse as involved in this case, if they
believe from the evidence such carnal intercourse took place, was

accomplished by force and against the willof the prosecutrix, or

otherwise, it is their duty to take into consideration, as shown by
the evidence in the case, the conduct and deportment of prosecutrix
immediately after the time of the alleged act, the time and all the
circumstances of her complaint of the alleged assault, the presence
or absence of bruises, or other marks of violence upon her person,
the presence or absence of marks of violence on the person of the
defendant, whether or not her underclothing or other clothing was
torn, whether or not at the time the prosecutrix made an outery,

and the time, the place, the relstive strength and endurance of the
prosecutrix and the defendant, the whole situation as it confronted
both the prosecutrix and the defendant and all the circumstances dis-
closed by the evidence in the case, and if so considered the jury
entertain a reasonable doubt that such act of carnal intercourse,

if they believe from the evidence such carnal intercourse took place,
was accomplished by force and against the will of the prosecutrix, such
doubt is deglsive and they must find the accused not guilty of the

crime of rape.
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LAWRENCE H. HOOVER
ATTORNEY AT LAW
HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA

COMMONWEALTH

)
Ve g CHARGE TO JURY
PAUL CRAWFORD )

If you find the accused, Paul Crawford, guilty of rape, as
charged in the indictment, you will say so and fix his punishment

at death, or by confinement in the penitentiary for life, or for

any term not less than five years.

If you find him not guilty, you will say so and no more.

LA oD e
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LAWRENCE H. HOOVER
ATTORNEY AT LAW
HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA,
COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, to-wit:

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF SAID COUNTY:

The grand jurors of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in and

for the body of the County of Rockinghem, and now attending the
Circuit Court of said County, at its Octoger term, 1946, upon their
oaths do present that Paul Crawford, on or about the 4th day of
April, 1946, in said County, with force and arms, upon one Vergie
Smith, a female over the age of sixteen years, to-wit, of the age
of twenty-oﬁe years, unlawfully and feloniously did make an assault;
and her, the said Vergie Smith, thenand there, to-wit, on the day
and year aforesaid, and in the County aforesaid, unlawfully and
feloniously did ravish and carnally know, against her will and by
force, against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Vir-

ginia.

This indictment is found upon the testiﬁony of Vergie Smith,
Ashby Smith and Stanley Smith, witnesses sworn in Court and sent

before the grand jury to give evidence.




Rape
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ve ) Indictment w@&
PAUL CRAWFORD

Felony:
October Term, -1946.

A True Bill:

N\ g : Foreman

Witnesses:
1. Vergie Smith

v2. Ashby Smith
v 3., Stanley Smith

Lawrence H. Hoover

Commonwealth's Attorney










