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CHJl!F OF POLICE 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF 

HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 

April 10, 1946 

I, Paul F. Crawford, fYIEike the following voluntary statement to officer 
G. W. Joseph, of the Harrisonburg, Virginia Police Department knowing him to 
be the same. No threats or proMises have been made to me and I know that this 
statement can be used against me in a court of law. 

I was born in Rockingham county at Linville Va. July l, 1920. My father and 
mother are still living. My mother is a patient at the Western State Hospital in 
Staunton Va. I attended school at Linville-Edom and went as far as the fifth grade. 
In February I was inducted into the army in 1942, and served until November 8, 1945. 
During my stay in the army I se~vedin the India and Burma theaters. 

I first met Vegie Smith, the girl I am accused of raping, on April 4, 1946. I 
Had seen her on the streets of Harrisonburg on various occasins before this time 
but had never met her personally. 

On April 4, 1946, Roy Shiffelt and myself ctt.me to Harrisonburg fror, onr homes 
at Linville. In Harrisonburg we met Marvin DePoy and the three of us went to the 
Diner on North Main St.for a few minutes and then we started driving around in a car 
that belongs to Roy's mother. Vlhile riding around the three of us, Roy Shifflet, 
Marvin DePoy and myself decided to go to the Smith home on Washington Str 

Vlhen we arrived at the Smith home I knocked on the door, and one of the smaller 
Smith children came to the door. I then a.sked if Vergie was there, and the child 
said "yes, come on in." Vlhen we went in the house Vegie was out in the kitchen 
washing her hands, face and feet. 

I asked her if she was coming in the front room and she said she was just as soon 
she got thru washing herself. We all sat down Emd wa.i ted for her to finish and come 
in where we were. 

After a few minil:tes she finished whEJ.t she vms doir1g and came into the room. 
In the room we ma.de love to Vergie in the usu~l we..y that men do--calling her 11honey 11 

and such like terms. After a few mingtes Vegie went into the bed-room and lay down 
across the bed. Roy Shifflet followed her into the room and I believe he _. exual 
intercourse'with Vergie Smith, but I did not see him. Af'ter Roy cnme out, then•Maryin 
DePoy went into the room, and I did see him have sexuo.l interco.urse with Vergie Smiih, 
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HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 

After Marvin had finished it looked like it was my turn next and I went into 
the room with her. When I went in the room Vegie was lying on the bed with her legs 
spread apart as if ready to do business. I had sexual intercourse with her. She 
moved and squirmed around just like any other girl that seems to be enjoying the 
effects of having sexual intercourse. 

This a.11 took place between 3:00 P. M. and 4:00 P. M. on the afternoon of 
April 4, 1946. We remained !tt the Smith home around a half an hour. After we 
had intercourse with Vergie Smith, all three of us left the Smith home and went to 
Swift's Produce Co. where we picked up Roy Shifflet's mother and then d>W■■*x:br 
~ I came on down street and the rest went to Linville. 

I did not see anyone use any force, and I know I did.not myself, to make Vergie 
Smith have sexual intercourse with us. She did j_ t willingly and freely without any 
one of us having to make her do it. FroM hearsay I have understood that Vergie was 
a wayard girl, and no one had to use force to have sexual j_ntercourse ~ith hero 
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Witness Subpoena 

Commonwealth of Virginia: 
County of Rockingham, to-wit: 

To the Sheriff of said County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia to summo,.__ _______ _ 

S. J. Smith, Vergie Smith, Ashby Smith, Ervin Smith and Stanley Smith 

all at East Washington Street, Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

to appear before the Trial Justice Court of said County, sitting at Harrisonburg, Virginia 

in said County, on 29th day of. ___ A ... p ........ r_.i._J.___ ___ , 19.....46_, at the hour of. _ __....2._.:_,,0LIO.,__..,_p_, • .....,~ .... do.,___ ____ _ 

of that day to giYe evidence in behalf of._,,C.,.o-.1m-m .... o,,,,.n"'",wAJ .... eGa...alrt .... ,hbl.----------------------

in the pending case of--1.C1-1,0,1-J.mHillll.d.l-l.iOL.1alll-'IV~•.re;,..aa-a1.l,-1,t,¾,h~---------------------------

v. Paul Crawford and Roy Shifflett 

Given under my hand this 26th 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon ........................................................................................................................... . 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingh County, at the Court House thereof, 

at 9:30 o'clock, a. m., on the.~ay of... ......... • ........ S.~···i················· ....... 19~7, 

to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth again t ......................................................... . 

•.. ·.·····································································•·?""~·t.;~ ·································· 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony misdemeanor. 

And this you shall not omit under enalty of £100. And have then and ~ere this Writ. 
. ~.-/?,/?'A/(U H. ,#,e,~//~ .1 ~~~,u.r0~.r,,,; .:s c..,,p./ /i:U!!.QL f ~ c..s 

Witness J. OBERT £WH--:l-:ER, Cle:Fk of our said Court, at the Court House, the .............. . 

day of... ... _;,/.~.~~c ........... , 19 .. if., and in the ~ .. year of the Commonwealth. 
1 

-<'". .............................. ~.~: .. ~.~··········~···~··• Glerk 

THE SERVICE PRESS 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon ............................................................................................................................. . 

~~···~~~if~•~~ 
/ 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rocki~am County, at the Court House thereof, 

at 9:30 o'clock, a. m., on the.11.t0~ay of. c:/..~. . ..... 19 "'!fLZ, 
to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth agaiJ-st' ...... / ... . 

···r~ ·~12-;,·~•-:,·~~ ~.. ·•• 
·-···············--······-----------·--·--·-··-- ............. ----~r.--~--------

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony misaemeanm:. 

And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ. 
~-,ee,vc,e /-.I, Ho., 11'~,1€' C!,;;/<?#dNw~-4A.T.# ~ ,<;1 /7,:i/'Z,</e)"" ,;) f-

Witness, J:-=e~BR~l"I;2£-R~l.m of our said Court, at the.Court House, the .... 21 ... 

day ad~ , 19</f, and in t~~=;v~~~.~e,k 
r--;;,·· -

THE SERVICE PRESS --v ~ ,,,,,,,~~ 
J ~-
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Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To thhSherif$ of Rockingham Couo/,Y, ~r_,e5ting: 

You are hereby comm~nded to summon ... V.M.F ..... ~. 7 .... ~·--·~:J····· 

~~·····~·······················································--········································--····--················· 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof, 

at 9:30 o'clock, a. m., on the ... o.f./.J.. .... day of. ..................... JJ~ ............................. 19 :flt., 

to t"t,:y '.~ t~'. ~~'.£.::::::::::,;;J,:;,:-;::1:;:::::;t:::1.~~~ ~ 
who stands charged with a felony misdemeanor. 

And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, ]. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court Home, the ./7~ ....... . 
day of. ..... ~ .~) ..... 19.J/.t.., and in the .... ./7/ ...... year__:d the Commonwealth . 

..... p, .... 7.(Jut- .... ~ ....... , Clerk 

THE SEIi.ViCE PRESS, HARRISONBURG, VA. 
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Trial Justice Court 

Criminal Docket No.1l.fl 

Commonwealth 

vs. 

£:J, /? c/, 
..?aul Craw:rord, 

\.W. Arraigned t/ -/ tf ~ f i 
/lf/,1 I t/ - )_ t - ,; 6 ,.f ;i. I) 

Required 
--- --=--== Cra.nd__ ,JJ.u::.y:_ -BaJ.l $150.0-. 0.0 ~ 

., 

' 
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Arrest Warrant 6 

The Commonwealth of Virginia,} T 't 
R k • h C o-w1 oc 1ng am ounty, 

To the Sheriff of Said County: 

Whereas, ____ S_._J_.~S=ml.=· =·'-"t=h,,__ _______ _,__ _________ of said County, has this day 

madecomplaintandinformationonoathbeforeme, J. C. Swartz, Clerk T. J. Court 
T. J. or J.P. 

of the said County, that _____ _..p,._,,a,._,u"'"l,.,___,,,,C_,,,r_,,a,_,wf"-"'-o=r_,,,d,___ ____________________ _ 

on the 4th day of April , 19-1.Q__, in the said County, li:i:Di unlawfully and fe-
loniously upon one Vergie Smith, a female over the age of 16 years, to-wit, 
21 years old, did make an assault, and her, the said Vergie Smith, by mea.ns 
af force and violence, did then and there carnally know and abuse, against 
the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia 

These are therefore, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to command you forthwith to apprehend and bring 

before the Trial Justice of the said County, the body of the said ___________________ _ 

_____________ P=-=a=u.l Crawford 

__________________ to answer the said complaint and to be further dealt with according 

to law. 

Given under my hand this _ __._8.._.t'"'. b~---

Memo. of Commonwealth Witnesses: 

Name 

Ashby Smith__ _____ _ 

Ervin Smith 

Stanley Smith 

~--~t;r ~~.L-----

d~~-~AP-r~-A9. 

cierk'f.J- or J. P. 

Address 

East Washinton St.,_Harrisonburg,Va. 

" 
It 
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COMMONWEALTH VS. {i}a,,u,l_, ~ 

DESCRIPTION OF PRISONER 

~J ~. ,-- u , ya__ 
Last known address ___ J_~ ___ l __ /f-1.. __ __ _ _ _ ____________ -----------------------------------

Color~--- Heighuf_~//)__'~-- Eyes~---- ir_//_~--- Weight_/!f_d_ ____ _ 

Marks _____ L~--cf--~ __ /2..a,.___~-------------------------------------------

Age_ --~ __ Ct,__________ Occupation _____ ----L~- ____ .. __________________________________ _ 

Date of Trial ___ ~/ -,__1//~ -------------------------------------------------------------------------
Result ____ s:_r-- ___ f?_~::-.. ________________________________________________________________________ _ 





Report of Witnesses for the Commonwealth 

Month of __ A=pc=...r-=i=l'-----'2_.c.9_., ___ I 9_i§_ 

Whose mileage and attendance were not collected by the Trial Justice before the end of said month. 

Russell M. W~avFITl ~R . 
' Trial Justice . 

By ):[ ,ll~ Clerk. 
Fe!. 

AVendance 

, 

~ileage WITNESSES Pro. or Days Miles Total Date 
Misd. 

~946 
Com. vs. Paul Crawford and Roy Shifflett Fel. 4-29 

1. s. J. Smith 1 .50 . 50 

2. Vergie Smith l .50 .50 

3. Ashby Smith 1 .50 .50 

4. Ervin Smith 1 .50 .50 

5. Stanley Smith 1 .50 .50 

- ,. _____ 
6. 

$2,50 

Com. vs. 

1. 

2. 
--

3. 

4. . 

5. 

6. 

All witnesses summoned for the Commonwealth shall be entitled to receive for each day's attendance fifty cents, 

all necessary ferriage and tolls, and five cents per mile over five miles going and returning to place of trial or before 

grand jury. (Sec. 3512) 
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Prisoners Report of Rockingham County Jail 

Date Bailed Out_ _______________________________ Again Placed in Jail ______________________________ _ 

Male_«_ ____ Female ________ Agel_..6-:;,__ace_W __ Single ___ ~_Married _________ Divorced _______ _ 

~ 
Separated ________ Widow ________ Widower ________ Illiterate _______ Gr. School£ ____ High Sch. _______ _ 

Vocational ....... College..... . .Dmg Addict ........ l~ebdate ....... ~ o~.J.~ 

Employed ________ Reason for Being in JaiL_@_~✓-a ____ ----...- __________ _ 

Reason for Release from Jail ____________________________ r__ ____________________________________ _ 

Amount of Fine ............ Cost. ..... ...... Sentente Time +~·~ff;.. . . . . . . . . . .. 
State __ ~ ____________ County ___________________ City ___________________ Town __________________ _ 

Federal __________________ Army __________________ Navy __________________ Others __________________ _ 

Offense ... .,2.~········· ........••••.•.• ~ •••••..• ...... Fe!.. ... ~ 
Miscellaneous _____________________________ ABC_______________________ Ins. _______________________ _ 

•. «..P .... 'f / . "- , 1 _ ut-
Date Committed~/---../---- __ -'<----Da_te of Tnal A.--&~- ___ lj_ _____ Date of Release _______________ _ 

c;ourt Committed From _________________________________________ Type of Court_ __________________ _ 

Transferred From ________________________________ Transferred To _________________________________ _ 

Reason for Transfer _________________________________ .. _____________________________ . _______ . _____ _ 

Physical Condition ___ ~ ________________________ Contagious Disease, If Any_~---

Fine After Prisoner at Jail; Amount to State$ ___________ Amount to City$ ___________ _ 

Date Reported _____________ ..: _________________________ Deputy and Jailor 

- - - - - - - - -- - - - - • - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _________ . ________ Sheriff 

1 
.JI 
y; 
7.J 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 

It appearing to the Court that a sufficient number 

of jurors to constitute a panel of twenty free from exception 

cannot be had from those summoned and in attendance at this 

term of Court, in the trial of the case of Commonwealth vs. 

Paul Crawford, on an indictment for a felony, set for trial 

this 24th day of February, 1947, it is ordered that the follow

ing persons selected from the naraes on the list of jurors pro

vided for by Sections 5988 and 5989 of the Code of Virginia, 

be summoned forthwith to complete the panel aforesaid, viz., 

Thos. L. Yancey, Wm. C. Grandle, F. H. Blakemore, and J. 0. 

Marsh. 

Enter:hrn, '/ ~!i 
---L:'~Z~------~--~~-~---' Judge. 
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INSTRUCTION I 

The Court instructs the jury that rape is the having of 

sexual intercourse with a woman against her will by force. Be

fore the jury will be warranted in convicting the accused on a 

charge of rape, they must be satisfied from the evidence beyond 

all reasonable doubt that the act of sexual intercourse was ac

complished by force and against the will of the prosecutrix and, 

considering under the evidence the time, the place, the relative 

physical strength, and endurance of the prosecutrix and the accu

sed, the whole situation as it confronted her, and all the cir

cumstances of the case, it must appear from the evidence beyond 

all reasonable doubt that the prosecutrix resisted her assailant 

by every means at her command until she was overcome by his super

d.or strength. 



.. 

.. 



INSTRUCTION 3 ---

The Court instructs the jury that the burden resting upon 

the Commonwealth to prove the accused guilty beyond all reasonable 

doubt of an offense and every material element thereof, charged 

against the accused, does not mean that it is necessary for the 

Commonwealth to establish the guilt of the accused to a mathematical 

certainty or beyond all possibility of mistake or to do more than 

satisfy the jury that upon the evidence as a whole the accused is 

guilty thereof beyond all reasonable doubt. 
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INSTRUCTION r 
The Court instructs the jury that if they believe the de

fendant, Paul Crawford, had sexual intercourse with the prosecu-

ting witness, Vergie Smith, at the time charged in the indictment, 

then in determining the question as to whether or not it was by 

force and without her consent, the jury may take into consideration 

her age, size, weight and her condition and physical appearance, all 

of which testimony and facts the jury are authorized to consider in 

connection with all the other evidence in the case determining 

whether or not said prosecuting witness consented to such sexual 

intercourse and in whether or not force was used therein. 





INSTRUCTION N0.--1.._ 

The court instructx the jury that the law presumes 

the acci1sed to be innocent until he is proven guilty beyond 

a reasonable doubt, and if there is upon the minds of the 

jury any reasonable doubt of the guilt of the accused, the 

law makes it their duty to acquit him, and that mere suspicion 

or probability of his guilty, however strong, is not sufficient 

to convict, nor is it sufficient if the greater weight or 

preponderance of the evidence supports the charge in the in

dictment, but to warrant his conviction his guilt must be 

proved so clearly that there is no reasonable theory consistent 

with the evidence upon which he can be innocent. 





--INSWRUCTION NO. J -----
The Court instructs the jury that the issue in the case is 

not whether the entire statement made by the accused on the stand 

is true, or otherwise, but the sole issue is whether or not the 

accused raped ~irgie Smith by force and against her will. There

fore, upon their consideration of the case, even should the jury 

disbelieve any part or all of the evidence of the accused, still, 

if upon the whole evidence in the case they entertain a reasonable 

doubt of his guilt on the charge of rape, it is their duty to acquit him 

of such charge. 





INSTRUCTION JO. i 
The.eCourt instructs the jury that in determining whether or 

not the act 1-carnal intercourse as involved in this case, if they 

believe from the evidence sue carnal intercourse took place, was 

accomplished by force and against the willof the prosecutrix, or 

otherwise, it is their duty to take into consideration, as shown by 

the evidence in the case, the conduct and deportment of prosecutrix 

immediately after the time of the alleged act, the time and all the 

circumstances of her complaint of the alleged assault, the presence 

or absence of bnuises, or other marks of vfuolence upon her person, 

the presence or absence of marks of violence on the person of the 

defendant, whether or not her underclothing or other clothing was 

torn, whether or not at the time the prosecutrix made an outcry, 

and the time, the place, the reletive strength and endurance of the 

prosecutrix and the defendant, the whole situation as it confronted 

both the prosecutrix and the defendant and all the circumstances dis

closed by the evidence in the case, and if so considered the jury 

entertain a reasonable doubt that such act of carnal intercourse, 

if they believe from the evidence such carnal intercourse took place, 

was accomplished by force and against the will of the prosecutrix, such 

doubt is deGisive and they must find the accused not guilty of the 

crime of rape. 
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LAWRENCE H. HOOVER 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

HARRISONBURG. VIRGINIA 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

COIYIMONWEAL TH 

v. 

PAUL CRAWFORD 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

CHARGE TO JURY 

If you find the accused, Paul Crawford, guilty of rape, as 

charged in the indictment, you will say so and fix his punishment 

at death, or by confinement in the penitentiary for life, or for 

any term not less than five years. 

If you find him not guilty, you will say so and no more. 
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LAWRENCE H. HOOVER 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, 

COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, to-wit: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF SAID COUNTY: 

The grand jurors of the Common~ealth of Virginia, in and 

for the body of the County of Rockingham, and now attending the 

Circuit Court of said County, at its October term, 1946, upon their 

oaths do present that Paul Crawford, on or about the 4th day of 

April, 1946, in said County, with force and arms, upon one Vergie 

Smith, a female over the age of sixteen years, to-wit, of the age 

of twenty-one years, unlawfully and feloniously did make an assault; 

and her, the said Vergie Smith, thenand there, to-wit, on the day 

and year aforesaid, and in the County aforesaid, unlawfully and 

feloniously did ravish and carnally know, against her will and by 

orce, against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Vir

inia. 

This indictment is found upon the testimony of Vergie Smith, 

shby Smith and Stanley Smith, witnesses sworn in Court and sent 

efore the grand jury to give evidence. 
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