Commonuwealth of Virginia,
Rockingham County, To-wit:

s 7 S T -~ __Dollars, ($ Xﬁz____

to be levied of their respective goods and chattels, lands and tenements, for the use of the Commonwealth of

Virginia rendered, and they each severally waived their homestead exemption to their recognizance; yet upon

this condition:

That if the said

Teisl Justice’s Coflirt of Rockingham Sﬁnty, at the Courthouse of said County, on the___ZQ ________ day

5 L
of W/?;Léd? ______ :Lemw ............ o oo R SRR . e :

1®= __, and at such other time or times to which the proceedings may be continued or further heard, and before

any court or judge hereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with the said charge, and then

/'

and there answer the Commonwealth of Virginia concerning a certain

___________________________________ whereof the saidZz= Ao

charged, and be bound under said recognizance until the charge is finally disposed of or until it is declared void

by order of a competent court, then the above recognizance shall be null and void; otherwise to remain in full

force and effect.
745%%

.w HEREOF, | hereunto affix my signature this_____ 2 "/~ _____* SHOESY, Bel o S TNEI
e T ool ] S SR ; 19%__é ‘ ,
” |













GOMMQNWELTH OF VIRGIN i

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE

CHILDREN's BUREAU
e iy : , 1203 BAST BROAD STREET
RICHMOND 19

December 11, 1946

Mre J. Robert Switzer, Clerk
Circuit Court of Rockinghem County
Harrisonburg, Virginia

Re: Arvil Lee Whetzel
Dear Mr. Switzer:
This to acknowledge the receipt and the acceptance of the
conmitment on the above named boy who was brought into Richmond
yesterday and placed in our receiving home.
Very truly yours,

}l,“ﬁ/g’ofzﬂz

(Mrs.) Susan E. Tabb
Asst. Supervisor, Intake Pivision

SET/1f'w






XXXXXXXXXX

December 19, 1946

Roger Baldwin, Esq.

Ameriecsn Civil Liberties Union
170 Fifth Ave.

New York 10, N. Y.

Dear Sir:

Your lettver of December 16, relative to the convic-
tion of Arvil Lee Whetzel on & charge of second de-
gree murder was recelved, and for your inicrmetion
I am enclosing herewith & copy of the court order
which sets out in detsil the action of the court.

Yours very truly,

H. W. Bertram, Judge

mb
ene.
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Clerk’'s Office

Civenit Court of Rockingham County

HoON. H. W. BERTRAM ?ﬁatrignnhurg’ ]ﬂitginia DEPUTIES

JUDGE W. EDGAR SIPE
J. ROBERT SWITZER MARGIE BOWERS
CLERK MARGARET BRANUM



NATIONAL COMMITTEE
Louis ApaMic

THURMAN ARNOLD

BisHOP JaAMEs CHAMBERLAIN BAKER
Dr. HarrY ELMER BARNES
Pror. EpwiN M. BORCHARD
VaN Wyck Brooks

Dr. HENRY SEIDEL CANBY
WiLLiaM HENRY CHAMBERLIN
Joun M. CoOFFER

Morris L. Cooke

PrOF. GEORGE S. COUNTS
JoHuN Dos Passos

MEeLyyN DouGLAs

SHERWOOD EDDY

THoMas H. Eulor

DoroTtHY CANFIELD FISHER
Rev. HaRRY EMERsON FospICK
KaTE CRANE GARTZ

DEAN CHRIsTIAN GAuss
DEAN CHARLES W, GILKEY
PowErs HArGooOD

EarL G. HARRISON

Marvin C. HarriSON
CHarLEs H. HousToN
Quincy Howr

Dr. Morpgcal W. JOHNSON
Sasuro Ko

Dg. JoHN A, Larp

ProF. HAROLD D. LASSWELL
AGNES BROWN LEACH

Max LERNER

WiLLiaM DRAPER LEWIS
RoBerT MORSs LOVETT

PrROF. ROBERT S. LYND
ARCHIBALD MACLEISH

JoHN P. MARQUAND

ProF. KiRTLEY F. MATHER
BisHor FRANCIS J. MCCONNELIL
CARBY MCWILLIAMS

DRr. ALEXANDER MEIKLEJOHN
Rr. RBV. WALTER MITCHELL
FBLIX MORLEY

CHARLES CLAYTON MORRISON
A. J. Muste

Bisnor G. BRoMLEY OXNAM
JaMEs G. PATTON

JBENNINGS PERRY

Pror. Max Rabin

A. PHILIP RANDOLPH

WiLL ROGERS, JR.

JoHN NEVIN SAYRE

RT. RBV. WILLIAM SCARLETT
JOSEPH SCHLOSSBERG

PROF. ViDA D. SCUDDER
PioF. ODELL SHEPARD
RoBerT E. SHERWOOD

Rass1 ABBA HILLEL SILVER
PrOF. CLARENCE R. SKINNER
LiLLian E. SMITH

RAYMOND SWING

OswALD GARRISON VILLARD
WiLLiaM L. WEITE

AUBREY WILLIAMS

L. HoLLinesWORTH WooD
DRr. WiLLIaM LINDSAY YOUNG

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ERNEST ANGELL

ALFRED M. BINGHAM

HARRY LORIN BINSSE

PauL F. BRISSENDEN
DororHY DUNBAR BROMLEY
REv. ALLAN KNIGHT CHALMERS
RICHARD S. CHILDS
NorMAN CousIns

MoRris L. ERNST

JoHN F. FINERTY

JamEs LAWRENCE FLy
OsroND K. FRAENKEL
WaLTER FRANK

VaRrIaAN FrY

WALTER GELLHORN
ARTHUR GARFIELD HAvs
Dororny I. HRIGHT

Rev. JoHN Hayngs HoLMmEs
B. W. HuEBsSCH

DoroTHY KENYON

CoRLIsS LAMONT

FLORINA LASKER

Pror. Epuarp C. LINDEMAN
THURGOOD MARSHALL
HERBERT NORTHRUP
MERLYN S. PITZELE

ELMER RICE

WHI1TNEY NORTH SEYMOUR
NORMAN THOMAS

C. DICKERMAN WILLIAMS
Raymonp L. Wise

= U

AMERICAN CiviL LIiBERTIES UNION
170 Fifth Avenue * New York City (10)

(at 22nd Street)
GRamercy 7-4330
OFFICERS

Pror. EDwaRD A. Ross PEeARL S. Buck B. W. HugsscH ARTHUR GARFIELD HAYs

Chairman, Natsional Committee DEeaN Lroyp K. GARRISON Treasurer Moreis L. ERNsT

FRANK P. GRAHAM RoGER N. BArDWIN )

REv. JouN Haynes HoLMEs RT. REV. EDWARD L. PARSONS Director Counsel

Chairman, Board of Directors DR. MarY E. WOOLLEY FrepERICK E. RoBIN CLIFFORD FORSTER

Vice-Chairmen, National Committee  Assistant Director Staff Counsel

December 16, 1946,

Judge H. W. Betram,
Harrisonberg, Vae,

Dear Judge Betram:

We note from the dispatches concerning an
eleven year old boy convicted of second degree
murder and sentenced to prison, that you would
rule as to his treatment following the reported
actlon of the State Department of Public Welfare
In refusing to accept custody save under certain
conditionse

We are ignorant of the provisions of the
Virginia law relating to criminal responsibilities
of children of thils age)but it would appear that
the circumstances would Justify the most careful
disposition of so tragic but understandable an act,

We would appreciste any iInformation you or
your assoclatea may give us,

Sincerely yours,

A

Sl
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Judge H, W. Betram,

Harrlsonberg, Va.,
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Commonwealth i 7

V.
Arvil Lee Whetzel
This day came the attorney for the commonwealth,
and the éefeﬁdant Arvil Lee Whetzel, came in person pursfZuant

to his recognizance heretofore eotered into; and thereupon, the
said Arvil Lee Whetzel having, by writing this day siged before
the court in accordance with Section 4866 of the Code of Vir-
ginia, waived indictment or presentment on the charge in the
warrant set out thereuperry the court proceeded eo ?ear ph%e
case on the warrant; and being thereof arraigned,T;I::éed =
guilty to the charge set out in the warrant aforesaid7 And
the-¢gid Arvil Lee Whetzel having waived trial by jury and
agreed to submit all matters of law and fact to the court,
thereupon, the court, with the consent of the attorney for the
commonwealth, proceeded to hear and determine the cese without
the intervention of a jury, and having heard the evidence, the
court doth find the said Arvil Lee Whetzel guilty of murder in
the second degree and doth fix his punishment at seven and one-
half years in the State Penitentiary, And it being inquired of
Py FF g e,

the prisoner if anything he had or knew to say why the court
Clongl, Ao 'va;f 'hzﬂ/ He e « pon. a‘/

should not pronounce sentence og,him i ik
7" ,,J “,ﬁ_s ,4 s / BF feasy | g a” | AR e A oL, W gl Bk ik ..,.,.,/
- 4% 1s thereforé conS}ﬂered by the

,2’ s didle it Al Bisid Tiaw WCidiyf =
by 4 'y' court that the commonwealth recover of}the said Arvil Lee Whet—
( zel the costs incident to this prosecution, and that he beA
e . , committed to the State Board of Publlc Welfare pegsﬁant te—the+2&M%
e Mﬂ&, FIRR &1 VC & f}» u& fzs{,- f(e?“ M f*:z.&f’: s '4“_”, % "q’z /ﬁd" L R }

,demf Virginias And the

S
ot

A RIS E L MR P e
L~ P e

s said Arvil Lee Whetzel is placed in the custody of the Sheriff
“%m@éﬁm‘*“*“ the State Board of
4 of this County until he can be delivered to arxEffizsxxmfxihe

Public @elfare.
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Arrest Warrant 6

The Commonwealth of Virginia, s
Rockingham County, } To-wit

To the Sheriff of Said County:

Whereas, __ Sam H. Callender, Sheriff Rockingham County  of said County, has this day

made complaint and information on oath before me, _ K. C. Moore, .Tuv,e_.rn_]ilzj_gj.ldga_nnd_'rnial_lnstice
«J.0Or ). I,
of the said County, that Arvil Lee Whetzel

on the 8th day of Nov. , 19 46, in the said County, did unlawfully and

_feloniously kill and murder one Patricia Ann Strawderman, against the peace
and dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia

These are therefore, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to command you forthwith to apprehend and bring
before the Trial Justice of the said County, the body of the said
e 2o r AYYR]) Lee Whetzal

to answer the said complaint and to be further dealt with according

to law.

Given under my hand this___12th day of Nov . , 19 48 ,.

%ler}gi’j % . =

Memo. of Commonwealth Witnesses:

Name Address




STATE OF VIRGINIA—COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, TO-WIT:

I, y TR SRR I [ R L bt e , in and for the County of Rockingham, State of
T. J. or J. P. or Bail Commissioner
of Virginia, do hereby certify that............ 5 o i 3 and
................ as his suret ............., have this day acknowledged themselves indebted to the
Commbnwealth of Virginiaiin the sum.of (8. 88, o B e dollagpi (B 288 ) as to

which they severally waived their exemption, to be made and levied of their goods and chattels, yet upon this condition: That the said

shall appear before the Trial Justice Court of Rockingham County at

................................................................ Mondlie ..l et b o RGHIN ol sl e SR L NS, | A, T I
o’clock A. M., and not depart hence without leave of said Court, and at such other time or times to which the proceedings may be
continued or further heard, and before any court or judge hereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with said charge,
and then and there answer the Commonwealth of Virginia concerning the within charge until the same is finally disposed of, then this
recognizance shall be null and void, otherwise to remain in full force and effect.

Given under my hand this, the...........oo.coooiii. dayiof Ml T el L e e 19 .. :
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Miles carried prisoner

35

Z

Fotalsm st 2 $/
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Total mileage
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commonweaLTH vs,_ il Loe. ”‘&%Z

DESCRIPTION OF PRISONER

Last known address____ f ________________ &
Color---Ml___ Height_H f_jf . é.‘.‘w Eyes__fﬁu;_t_{_éd-- Hair__ %27 ____ Weight--.? _Q ______

Age_____ J--Q_-__-_-_;_ Occupation______ . Mi{&é___f_.ﬁ-é?-/_%% _____________
Date of Trial _______ A _‘2_/ _Q _Z H é_ ________________________________________________________________________

Result .___/_ _/Z‘zz_féﬁz_\. _______________________________________________________________________________






e 4 : : TATES
SHEFFIELD HOTEL ey, o | STAGE
Sheffield, - Alabama ; —













