
Commonwealth of Virginia, 

Rockingham County, To~wit: 

Bff;Jf REMEMBERED, that on the __ _/ -½_~L-----&~---, 19_-';f_i{ 

~ ~-~ ----, pnnc,p~-;;:-----~-------

sme?i5'o iu,stified to "1,ufliciency, came b:/o,e me,-~-'-L-~---Z~~­

------ --~- -~~------, of the said county of Rockingham, 
(J. P. or Bail Commissioner) 

and acknowledged themselves to be indebted to the Commonwealth of Virginia each in the sum f_ _________ _ 

r" .. ~/ jJ - (J --- ~C:i 
~- --~~- ____________ ---------~--Dollars,($~~-------- __ ), 

to be levied of their respective goods and chattels, lands and tenements, for the use of the Commonwealth of 

Virginia rendered, and they each severally waived their homestead exemption to their recognizance; yet upon 

this condition: .c;2wd ' 
That if the said~~--~-~------shall personally appear before the 

• r:o:ri~t f R k. h S:,O.u, h C h f • cl C h /_ 9-. X d Trial Justice's Courto oc mg am lfnr:y, at t e ourt ouse o sa1 ounty, on t e _____________ ay 

of ~--f~~-l!P ___ ~_ -~-~r=~f;:hP~ _____ ------~-------------------- ------, 

~--, and at such other time or times to which the proceedings may be continued or further heard, and before 

any court or judge hereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with the said charge, and then 

and there answer the Commonwealth of Virginia concernin ' . 
- ----------------------

___________________________________ whereof the sai ___ _ ___ _ ______ ---P----stands 

charged, and be bound under said recognizance until the charge is finally disposed of or until it is declared void 

by order of a competent court, then the above recognizance shall be null and void; otherwise to remain in full 

force and effect. 

~HEREOF, I hmunto affix my signatme this _____ /_~------

------------------'-----, 19fa?,b 
ay of ____________________ _ 
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DEPARTMENT Of' PUBLIC WELFARE 

TRAYELER:l BUILDING 

RICHMOND 19 

December 11, 1946 

Mr. J. Robert Switzer, Clerk 
Circuit Court of Rockingham County 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 

Re: Arvil Lee Whetzel 

Dear Mr. Switzer: 

CHILDREX'a BUREAU 

1203 EAST BROAD STREET 

RICHMOND 19 

This to acknowledge the receipt and the acceptance of the 
00Dm1itment on the above named boy who was brought into Richmond 
yesterday and placed in our receiving home. 

Very truly yours, 

~t',d~ 
{Mrs.) Susan E. Tabb 
Asst. Supervisor, Intake Division 

SET/lfw 





CIE:l>K 

T 1:SOBEIH. 2MI.L:S:EM 
1n □CE 

HOW H" M" BEM.USVl'I 

xxx.xxxxx:xx 

Decernber 19, 19A,.6 

Roger Baldwin, ,.,sq. 
Arneric, ... n Civil Liberties Union 
170 Fi.!'th Ave. 
New York 10, N. Y. 

l 01.1.r ~ J.t': 

our letr,er of December 16, r(jla.tive to the convic­
tion of Arvil "ee ~ 'hetzel on r:.. churge of second de­
gre~ murder 'Al'E:s L eceived, unu for your informu tion 
r aru enc108in, here~ith ~ Lopy of the cou~t orde. 
·ihich :1 .ts out in deth1l the action of tl1e cou.rt. 

mb 
~nc. 

Yours very .~ uly• 

H. W. Bert emt Judge 

~ar.~111onpnr.fl• JJ!dlpJ:f~ 

01tt.J fl{ }fnt~ )J:ft}JgJJJ (1!01U Ji 

v,J\l'l:H?VHE.l 9t:i'ii"'1nW 

Y..,,Vi::SCIE 80A\EH'8' 

M' EDG'Vli ElbE 

DEbn.LIEa 
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HON, H. W. BERTRAM 
JUDGE 

J. ROBERT SWITZER 

QU.erlt's @ff:iu 

C!tircuit C!tourt of Jocking4am <!LounfJl 
1£tarrisnnhurg, Birginia DEPUTIES 

W. EDGAR SIPE 

MARGIE BOWERS 

CLERK MARGARET BRANUM 

. ~ .. , . 

T 
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NAI'IONAL COMMITTEE 
LOUIS /\0AMIC 
THURMA!'.' l'~RN0LD 
BISHOP JAMES CHAMBERLAIN BAKER 
DR, HARRY ELMER BARNES 
PROP, EDWIN M. BORCHARD 
V },N WYCK BROOKS 
Da. HltNRY SalOBL CANBY 
WILLIAM fuNllY CHAMBERLIN 
JOHN M. COFFEE 
MOB.RIS L. COOKE 
PROF. GnoRGE s. COUNTS 
JOHN Dos PASSOS 
MELVYN DOUGLAS 
SHF.RWOOll EDDY 
l"HOMAS H. ELIOT 
DOROTHY CANFIIILD FISHl!ll 
Rav. HARRY EMERSON FosDICK 
KATE CRANB GARTZ 
DEAN CHRISTIAN GAUSS 
UCAN CHARLES w. GILKEY 
POWERS HAPGOOD 
EARL G. l:-IAnlsON 
MARVIN C. HARRISON 
CHARLES H. HOUSTON 
QUINCYHOWB 
DR. MORDECAI W. JOHNSON 
SABURO K.loo 
DR. JOHN A. LJPP 
PROP. HAR01.o D. LAsswllLL 
AGNl!S BROWN LEACH 
MAX LERNBR 
WILLIAM DllAPllR LEWIS 
ROBERT MORSS LOVETT 
PROP, ROBERT S. LYND 
ARCHIBALD MAcllilSH 
JOHN P. MARQUAND 
PROF, KIRTLEY F. MATH!!& 
BISHOP FRANCIS J. McCONNELi. 
CARBY MCWILLIAMS 
DR, ALIIXANDJIR MEIKLJIJOHN 
ll-r. Rnv. WALTER MITCHELL 
FELIX MORLEY 
CHARLES CLAYTON MORRISON 
A. J. MusTE 
BISHOP G. BROMLEY OXNAM 
)AMES G. PATTON 
)llNNINGS PllRRY 
PROP. MAx RADIN 
A. PHILIP RANDOLPH 
\XIJLL ROGERS, JR, 
]OHN NEVIN SAYRE 
RT, Rnv, WILLIAM SCAIILBTI' 
JOSEPH SCHLOSSBERG 
PROP, VIDA D. SCUDDBR 
PROP, ODBLL SHBPARD 
ROBERT E. SHEllWOOD 
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
PROP. CLARBNCE R. SKINNllR 
LILLIAN E. SMITH 
RAYMOND SWING 
OSWALD GARRISON VILLAIIO 
WILLIAM L. WHITE 
AuBRBY WILLIAMS 
L. HoLLINGSWORTH Wooo 
DR. WILLIAM LINDSAY Y ouNG 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ERNEST ANGIILL 
ALFRED M. BINGHAM 
HARRY LOlllN BINSSB 
PAUL F. BRISSENDEN 
DOROTHY DUNBAR l3ROMLllY 
Rnv. ALLAN KNIGHT CHALMBMS 
RICHARD S. CHILDS 
NORMAN COUSINS 
MoRIUSL. ERNST 
JOHN 11• FINERTY 
JAMES L\WRBNCE FLY 
OSMOND K. FRAENKliL 
WALTEll FRANK 
VAIIIAN FRY 
WALTER GELLHOllN 
ARTHUR GARFIIILD HAYS 
DOROTHY I. H!IJGHT 
Rliv. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES 
B. W. HUBBSCH 
DOllOTHY KENYON 
COllLISS LAMONT 
FLORINA l.ASKl!ll 
PllOF. EDUARD C. LINDEMAN 
THURGOOD MAftsHALL 
Hl!RBIIRT NoB.THllUP 
MERLYN S. PITZJILJI 
ELMIIR RICE 
WHll'NliY NORTH SIIYMOU& 
NORMAN THOMAS 
C. DICKIIRMAN WILLIAMS 
RAYMOND L. W1sa 

~181 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
170 Fifth Avenue • New York City (10) 

(at 22nd Street) 

PROF. EDWARD A. Ross 
Chair111an, National Commifltt 

REV, }OHN HAYNES HOLMES 
Chairman, Board of Directors 

GRamercy 7-4330 

OPPICBRS 

PEARLS. BUCK B. W. HUEBSCH 
DEAN LLOYD K. GARlllSON TrttUMrtr 
FRANK P. GRAHAM ROGER N. BALDWIN 
RT. REV. EDWARD L. PARSONS Dirt<lor 
DR. MARY E. WOOLLEY FREDERICK E. ROBIN 

Via-Chairmtn, National Commilltt Assistant Director 

/1.aTHUll GARFlllLD HAYS 
MollllIS L. ERNST 

Co•1111I 
CLIFFORD FORSTER. 

Staff Cormstl 

December 16, 1946. 

Judge H. w. Betram, 
Harrisonberg, Va., 

Dear Judge Betram: 

We note from the dispatches concerning an 
eleven year old boy convicted of second degree 
murder and sentenced to prison, that you would 
rule as to his treatment following the reported 
action of the State Department of Public Welfare 
in refusing to accept custody save under certain 
conditions. 

Wfe are ignorant of the provisions of the 
Virginia law relating to criminal responsibilities 
of children of this a.geJbut it would appear that 
the circumstances would justify the most careful 
disposition of so tragic but understandable an act. 

We would appreciate any information you or 
your associates may give us. 

Sincerely yours, 

RNB.T ,~rJ~ 
I --
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Judge H. Vi. Bet ram., 

Harrisonberg, Va., 

\JOllVlS 
3~vnos NOSIO\fv-1 

~---
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Commonwealth 

v. 

Arvil Lee Whetzel 

This day came the attorney for the commonwealth, 

and the d-e-fenuant, Arvil Lee Whetzel, came in person purs~uant 

to his recognizance heretofore entered into; and thereupon, the 

said Arvil Lee Whetzel having, by writing this day siged before 

the court in accordance with Section 4866 of the Code of Vir­

ginia, waived indictment or presentment on the charge in the 

warrant set out, ~hePoapef:l!T the court proceeded to hear this 
,{I , ,. . ' • ✓ ' ~ .J 

case on the warrant; and being thereof arraigned, pleaded 

guilty to the charge set out in the warrant aforesaid; '1.nd 

the-·-fmid Arvil Lee Whe-tze1 n:a-ving waived trial by jury and 

agreed to submit all matters of law and fact to the court; 

thereupon, the court, with the consent of the attorney for the 

commonwealth, proceeded to hear and determine the case without 

the intervention of a jury, and having heard the evidence, the 

court doth find the said Arvil Lee Whetzel guilty of murder in 

the second degree and doth fix his punishment at seven and one­

half years in the State Penitentiary. 'And it being inquired of 
I 

the prisoner if anything he had or knew o say why~the court 1 , 
~ ._......,._..,._ • ff&"';,£. 1 4 de-;, L, 

should not pronounce sentence pn him, -m;wt-natb{ng beir~ of£0P8'.i, 
"~"·✓.,,(,, ,,_( ., • , l ~ ,,, '" 
~~ alfeged--.4 ~e,e. it is therefor~ considered by the 

- ~-e~"'- AA,,... c r . H. iJ ( .-.,.,. r , i J 

court that the commonwealth recover of the said Arvil Lee Whet-

zel the costs incident to this prosecution, and that he be 

cp.mm.itted ~o _the 9,~at~ Board of Public Welfare P)arsuant to Uae 1-hu~ 
I. ,<,~ ~ • ,_., /~ -c,.,,1 , • ~ 'l't ~ ' ; t,... i ·; ~ 
prav~s1J- s 9f 

1 
ect16n 9:J;~ of< he e pf ,Yirginia, And the 1 

said Arvil Lee Whetzel is placed in the custody of the Sheriff 
the State Board of 

of this County until he can be delivered to xmcmfihex~x:tu 
Public Welfare. 
ttxx2xbld~2Nti~x~JOCXlmllllIR!iJcamocx«m:&l[2Jei:i 





Arrest Warrant 6 

The Commonwealth of Virginia,} T 't 
R k• h C o-w1 oc 1ng am ounty, 

To the Sheriff of Said County: 

Whereas, Sam H. Callender, Sheriff Rockingham County of said County, has this day 

made complaint and information on oath before me, K. c. Moore, J.uveoile Judge and Trial Justice 
T. J. or J.P. 

of the said County, that __ __AA .... r.._v_._.._i_l'-'"'L"--'e.,_,e..._WJLl,,,lh..,_e.__.t,_,.zweoLl...__ ____________________ _ 

on the. ___ 8_t_h ___ day of ____ N_o_v_•~---' 19 46, in the said County, did unlawfully and 

feloniously kill and murder one Patricia Ann Strawderman, against the peace 

and dignity of the commonwealth of Virginia 

I 

These are therefore, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to command you forthwith to apprehend and bring 

before the Trial Justice of the said County, the body of the said ___________________ _ 

Arvil Lee Whetzel 

__________________ to answer the said complaint and to be further dealt with according 

to law. 

Given under my hand this 12th day of 

Memo. of Commonwealth Witnesses: 

Address 

,~-~~...--,..-,.---c_,_~_,:- 11,,C..1--'4t:1"'~7~ ~~ 
-~~~~~~~~~d~~~~~ 

'3/'. ----,,;;,..c;,,.._-__;_ __ ~_~_---~ ;i,ITJL~r ~t: 



JUDGEMENT 

Fine -

Issuing Justice's Fee 

Clerk's Fee -

Trial Justice Fee -
/,S't> f-, /s.o 

Arrest and ileage 

Summoning Witness 

Witness 
Attendance and Mileage 

Commonwealth's 
Attorney 

Jail Fees - - - -

$ ...................... . 

$ ... /,. .. o..o... 

$~.< 
$ . ..... ~..c?.J?.. .. 

$ .. 4112 .. . 
$ ....................... . 

$. ·················· 

$ .. u~. __..,, 
$ .........•.. ~o 

_________ $ ...................... . 

Total - $ . .l.~.3S' 

Trial Justice Court 

Criminal Docket No. C-1663 

Commonwealth 

vs. { Arrest Warrant 

Arvil Lee Whetzel 

Exec~ted the within warrant by ar­
resting and delivering the body of 

Arvil Lee Whetzel 

~fun~-----

Officer's Mileage 

Miles travelled by officer 

Miles carried prisoner 

Total mileage 

:-l 

.,.... 

,_. 
~ 

l: () 
::,-' 0 
;:;· 3 
::,-' 3 
g.. 0 
ro ;:, 
-< l: ro e.. ,.., 

::,-' 

0 ..... 

., 
:, 
0... 

o' .... 
,.., 
::,-' 
ro 
() 
0 
.: 
:, 
~ 
0 ...... 



COMMONWEALTH vs._Clrl/L~_____,,.V7£~----~--=-c,=--~'--------'---=-.,,"-""-h,le.. ..... E.......-:_ 

DESCRIPTION OF PRISONER 

Last known address __ --J:~~ -_jg/:_(_ - - - - - --~f z _ --~~--~~-bl_:~~ ------
Color_ __ yY!___ Heighcf.l Jk_ n -~ Eyes __ l _ ___ ____ Hair__ _______ ____ Weight__J_(d _____ _ 

Marks __________ L(t-¥------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Age _____ J __ Q_ _ ____ ____ Occupation _______ d£f < ..,~ ___ ~- _Lj_ _ ~ _A_J~~~~- ___________ _ 
Date of Trial ________ J._)_t;:J.j_H_.b_ _______________________________________________________________________ _ 

Result ____ 7 !lvr-l-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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SHEFFIELD HOTEL 
Sheffield, . Alabama 

/ 

. dff f 7ft , 
/_~~/4,q 4 
t/1' . ~' 

y ) .. --fy .,vv • 





Trial Justice Court 

J. D.R. Docket No. 

Com'th 

vs. 

Arvil Lee Whetzel 

A. W. 
Bailed 
Trial 

Arraigned //-/ 2 - ~t, 
to/T~il9:~.it~;i_, ~f-'M 

11-14-46 

Waived preliminary hearing 
and is held for the action 
of the Grand Jury. 




