
LAWRENCE H. HOOVER 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

HARRISONBURG. VIRGINIA 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, 

COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, to-wit: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF SAID COUNTY: 

The grand jurors of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in and for the bocy of 

the County of Rockingham, and now attending the Circuit Court of said County, at 

its October term, 1947, upon their oaths do present that JAMES ROY SYNAM0N, on 

or about the 7th dey of September, 1947, in said County, unlawfulzy and felon

iouszy did kill am sley one Ivan Whitmire, against the peace and dignity of the 

Commonv,ealth of Virginia. 

This indictment is found upon the testimoey of A. F. Carroll fnd E. E. 

Kiser, fwitnesses sworn in Court am sent before the grand jur,y to give evidence. 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 

to appear before the Judge tohfe.Lth···e~ .. C.~ .. i.r .. ati.Y;t C
0

fo·u···r··t .. o Rockingham Count.Y,.,.;Jl the Court House thereof, 
at 9 :30 o'clock, a. m., on d~ ............ : .................. 19.1..a.. to testif.Y and the truth to 

ealth against... .............................................. . 

··········································•·········· ~.~r-YL-,«;.-,z,r,1/l...,;J~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felon_y,misdClikanor. -

da_y 

And this _you shall not omit under penalt_y of £100. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witneu, J. ROBERT SWITZ~ Cle,t of'"' ,.;J Coo,1, ot th, c .. ,, Hoo,e, th, ... ~ 
of • ~ 19!£., ond in ')dl':b;:,l~:. Cle,! 

Massanetta Paper Co. Print FORM NO. 5 



,., 1 

~~ :::l" I j ' . ... I . 
I 

,-J • I 
b

. §. 
v I 

I • f I . G I I 

1 

' 
t ....... 

J t1 
':3 ~ ~ 

~

i ~ 
~ 
0 .. ~ 
N-
0 

D • dl"' Count'] ,,x· ,ruTE 10 -
};,..£ V. • /.,:, 

of Piie;e, Virginia on ,he------/~ 

d 
f t.~ ;' . ~ /,;______ _ 19 ·-----· 

ay o ·--- ------ ~ o. of 
by det\vering a true • v 
the within process to) 

I ., _,.._ --:::__ _____ _::._,: ____________ ~---------
• non m pe_ • / - -

/' I/ / 
/ -------· ---------------··---~---

I _/ ----
,,,, ., ,' ___ ,_ _______ 7· -----_ ... _ ... ___ _ 



In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereb)} commanded to summon ....................................................................... -........................................................................ _ 

·········································-·····················~~.· ..... ·'£~ ........................................................... ···::·. 

------••••••-••••••••••••••••••••••••••••-••••••••••••••••••••n••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••-•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

:: ;~~~ar0.~;::~: :~e :.~d:: :L.?..~?.~ ~;.~~.~~~.: ... ~o;dt, 0tht:s~f:ur~n~ot~s: tt:u~~o:~ 

sa)} in behalf of the eiendant in the osecution of the Co man-wealth against... ............................................. . 

................................................ . ~~.v ... f--4 ... '{,,,,-y/_'AL-~~--rv 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felon)} niisd.;,,.ca,11ff. 

And this )Jou shall not omit under pen alt)} of £ 100. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, J. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerq of our said Court, at the Court House, the ....... £.fl 
da)} of. .. ~ ................ 19/1...8.:'and in the .. /../-Y...~ear of the Com111onwealth. 

··•·······i11 ...... -··-__ . --~ ·-············• C lerft 

Massanetta Paper Co. Print FORM NO. 5 
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- EXECUTED_,¥-11-t~ THE coumrn 
~ROCKINBBAM BY_ DELIVERING A TRUE 

COPY OF THE WITHIN_~ 
u~~- _-1~ -

TO ll..~-..!lld'Li::....k::::.£lo<IIL&..-"""-""----
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Report of Witnesses for the Commonwealth 

Month of_~~--~ _____ 19_!f__J 

Whose mileage and attendance were not collected by the Trial Justice before the end of said month. 

~6/)f; / I ' I , ~() , Tria~sJtice. 

~I 1;-0 , (o11nr 1 -
I I' -hf/' ./11 

Fel. I \./ -- - -
WITNESSES Pro. or Days ·Attendance Miles Mileage Total Date 

Misd. 

CLJJj(LL ~~~~ fJ ~ Com. vs.'- 'f--::.._ - - . rt ~ ~ -
?.,.JI JI f~ .,.-~ ih~ yr,.._ f) • 

1.- u_ I 1-, {!cJJ\-Aj~, '1-JJ~l;(A _L , S-o s-1 ;;.,70 3,2.b 
U· v 'f:~ )\IJ,lC~ ~~ 

,._ 
2. -i U6- I I S-o sy. ~-, zo J,~c 

J 

IV V 
0,ye 

3. 

4. 

5. . 
6. 

Com. vs. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

All witnesses summoned for the Commonwealth shall be entitled to receive for each day's attendance fifty cents, 

all necessary ferriage and tolls, and five cents per mile over five miles going and returning to place of trial or before 

grand jury. ( Sec. 3512) 





Prisoners Report of Rockingham County Jail 

Name_/~'""------ ____ _,_ .,,.,cfii"-v __ t._ _____ Date Arrested __ _ -:-::_J=_!/.7 __ _ 
Date Bailed Out__<J!-~_l _______ Again Placed in Jail_ _____________________________ _ 

Male_ _ ____ Female _______ Age ______ Race__ _ __ Single _______ Married __ ~_ Divorced _______ _ 

HomeAddress __________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Place of Birth ________________________ If Foreign Born ____ Time in U. S. ______ Years ______ Months _____ _ 

Physical Condition ___________________________ ls Person a Drunkard?_ _______ or Drug Victim?_ ______ _ 

Can Read?_ _ _ t)L__ Write?_ ~----- Occupatio~'-'-1)_ _ ©tfense Committeed}.Jl. _, ___ /._ ____ _ u~::..i1·1... 

City Ordinance ___________________________ State ______________ Held for Grand Jury _________________ _ 

Held for Trial ____________________________ Sentence ___________ Years ____________ Months_)_~ , _t;:J ~ 
Fine ______________ Costs ______________ Time in Jail_ ___________ Held for Penitentiary ____ ~ 

Held as Insane _____________________________ Held for Other Authorities ____________________________ _ 

Behavior ______________________ ~ _____________________ Date of Discharge ___________________________ _ 

DESCRIPTION OF PRISONER 

Height_ _____________ Weight_ _____________ Color of Eyes ______________ Color of Hair _____________ _ 

Teeth Marks _____________________________________ Hand Marks ___________________________________ _ 

Arm Marks _____________________________________ Face Marks _____________________________________ _ 

Shoulder Marks _________________________________ Back Marks ____________________________________ _ 

Thigh Marks ____________________________________ Knee Marks ____________________________________ _ 

Calf of Leg Marks _______________________________ Foot Marks-------------------------------------

Fingers Off _______________________________________ Mole Marks ____________________________________ _ 

Neck Marks _____________________________________ Brest Marks ____________________________________ _ 

Left Arm Marks _________________________________ Right Arm Marks ________________________________ _ 

Left Leg Marks __________________________________ Right Leg Marks ________________________________ _ 

Fine After Prisoner at Jail; Amount to State$ ___________ Amount to City$ ___________ _ 

Date Reported ---- ----- - ---- -- ________________________ Deputy and Jailor 

- - ------ - --- -- -- ---- ------ - --- -- ------ ____________ Sheriff 



'--------' 



Commonwealth 

vs. On an indictment for a felony (inv. mans.) 

James Roy Synamon 

This day came the attorney for the commonwealth, and 

the accused, James Roy Synamon, came in person pursuant to his 

recognizance and by his attorneys, S. P. Conrad and Charles A. 

Hammer, Jr. And it appearing that the said James Roy SynaCTon 

entered a plea of not guilty at a former term of the court, and 

having now in person, with the consent of the court and the 

attorney for the commonwealth, waived trial by a jury and re

quested Kx±xi:Kxx that his case be heard by the court, there

upon, the court, with the consent of the attorney for the 

commonwealth, proceeded to hear and determine the case without 

the intervention of a jury, and having heard a portion of the 

evidence, adjourned until tom72rr w morning at ten o'clock. 

~ / 'I 1-r 
Commonwealth 

vs. On an indictment for a felony (inv. mans.) 

James Roy Synamon 

This day came again the attorney for the commonwealth, 

and the accused, James Roy Synamon, came in person pursuant to his 

recognizance and by his attorneys, S. P. Conrad and Charles A. 

Hammer, Jr. ltnd ho.. ving completed the hearing of the evidence, 
accused 

thereupon the nfENocKN±, by counsel, moved the court to strike 

the evidence, which motion the court overruled and the nfENOC.iN± 

accused» by counsel, excepted thereto. And 

, the court doth find the accused, James Roy 

Synamon, guilty, and doth fix his punishment at eighteen (18) 

months in the State Penitentiary. And the said accused, 

by counsel, moved the court to set aside the finding of the court, 
hereafter 

the grounds for said motion to be/assigned in writing; and the court, 

llian[±N doth allow the said accused until Monday, April 19, to 

assign said grounds, and this case is continued until April 19; 
and :tNixx~rn:x:e:xi:xxa.xxi:gNX the said James Roy Synamon is released on 
his recognizance aforesaid. 





Summons required under Sec. 120, Chap. 342 Act, of 1932 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLICE N? 135595 
~~~~~---Date _3,,,__~~P~f _...,.._7 __ 

M __ _,,~~-,.i ........ ..._-"'!!iE:"""-c:-::-+...;,__.yJIL----1..--,L.....::l~<&.-6--o~..L.&--=;~~-- ta appear before: 

19~ 

na 
to answer for Vio • • • • 0 
Improper D 

Defendant ________________ Address 
Oper. or Ch,f ._, ~ 

Lie. No. ,1.ost,3 A ... Vehicle License N,.,A-&, r :J ~ ate Police,_.. _______ -f'-+ ...... ~-------------

Sec. 120 Chap. 342, Acts 1932. Failure to comply with this C'>. l • 
summons constitutes a separate offense. Shield No-~--➔--- , 

(Address) 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon ..... Dr.., ..... F ., ..... L., ..... BY..e.r..~ ................................................................ . 

-----·-······················---············ ... 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court H9use thereof, 

at 9:30 o'clock, a. m., on the ... .lQ.thday of. ................ .A.pr..i.l . . .............................................. 19 .4.8 ... , 

to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against ...... Jame.s .... R.o.y .. Synamon 

... .,. 
who stands charged with and indicted for a felony fflt:!~fle:Fl<H. 

And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, .f: RQB£Rq" -SW:H'-lf:R;{;lel"'k-of 6tti"SMt! f:.ettn, at the Court House, the ..... lOth ... 

day of ............. .A.P.r.il ............ , 19 .. 4.8 .. , and in the 
7 n 

THE SER VICB PRESS 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

Jr 
You are hereby commanded to summon ....... E .•.... E .•.... .Kb,.S.e.r., .... .A. •.... F .. ~.r.oll. 1 .................... . 

................ Es.t.r..idg_;: .. E.:t .Hµ.;ff.man. and ... J.a.~k .. Bo.s.s ............................................................... . 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof, 

at 9:30 o'clock, a. m., on the .. 13.th day of... ..... Apr.il ....................................................................... 1948. .. , 

to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against .. .Jame..S .... Roy .... Synamon 

THE SER VICE PRESS 



COMMONWEALTH 

V. ) Witness Subpoena 

JAMES ROY SYN AMON . . . 

To April 13, 1948 at 
9:30 a.m. 

Witnesses: 

:;L. E. E. Kiser 
2. A. F. Carroll 
3. Estridge E. Huffman 
4. Jack Ross 



In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You a 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof, 

at 9:30 o'clock, a. m., on the ........ day of........ ...... .......................................... . ........................... 1~ 

to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against ........ ......... . ..... YE:. -

who stands charged with and indicted for a fe ony mis em . 

And this; yo ,s\_IBll ~ ~t ij there this Writ. 

Witness, r.:t:zCYSE]:tT , er' of our said Court, at the Court House, the ...... !....... .. 

THE SERVICE PRESS 



Estridge E. Huffman JC5 
LttF e.y , V Q • 

tExecuted py delivering an office copy of the 

ithin _ _J~to the within named 

t;:::;t:~_c;_- __ H; -~ 
in person in Alleghany Coun , Virginia, on 
____ _t: ____ day of-~-----194_8: 

w. P. HENDER;?r;,SHERIFF 

Sheriff, Alleghany County, Virginia -

By_~--L-.L?~ 
Deputy Sheriff~eghany County, Virginia 



In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

V-yton 
You are hereby commande~to summon ....... .Ann .... Hol.s.ingef.,.£@~ez.E.ols.ing.er, ...... . 
.............. K ..... R .•.... Alexand.e.r ..... and ... Mr.s .•..... Ivan ... Whitmir.e ..................... . 

. . 
r 

················································r············································· ...•..... 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof, 

at 9:30 o'clock, a. m., on the .. 1.3..th day of... .............. Apr.11....... .. . .............. . ................. 1948 .. , 

to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against. ... J.a.m.es. Ro:y ... Synamon 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony HM8C:km.e~t-. 

And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, f.-&gJ,:gR, J: ,S-wf+~HR-,-Ole!"1' -t,~ ~G~e; at the Court House, the ... 7.th ......... . 
2nd 

day of... ........ Apr.1.1 .................. , 19 ... 4.8.., and in the .......... y r o 
-----I-{--=,' 

THE SERVICE PRESS 



~ C mrMONWEALTH ~ J:?. =' C ._ 

v. 'vVitness Subpoena 

JAMES ROY SYNAMON !::l ,-., 
"< ..., 

~-
To April 13, 1948 at e--t 

9:30 a.m, 

Witnesses: 

1. Ann Holsinger 
2. Cly-de Holsinger ,_ L:., 

C-< .... 0 ' 3. K. Alexander -. R. ~ 1-i 

4. Mrs. Ivan Whitmire 
~.; t:{;! :>-, 

0 (l.., 
: 

r l:"' 0 0 
~ t:,.:, ,.i:; 0 E-i 



In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
Augusta 

To the Sheriff of Rdinpm County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon .... A. •.... F ....... .C.a.rro.11 ......................................................................... . 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof, 

at 9:30 o'clock, a. m., on the .. l~.t.b.day of....... .... .. App:i,_l_ . . .................................. 19.4..8. .. , 

to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against.. .. J.e.me .. s ... Roy. Synamon 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony fl.Ji6Q@.R,&\il.&r. 

And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, f~T-S-Wt'F-~-R-;-€rerk-crf-onrsai:d-G:mrt, at the Court House, the .... .8.th ...... . 

day of.. ...... .A.pr.i.l .................... , 194.8. ., and in the 
17

?~t- ....... ..::::.:ii-=-5".;;, 

;k.. 

THE SERVICE PRESS 



C OMMONVJEALTH 

v. ) Witness Subpoena 

JAMES ROY SYNAMON 

To April 13, 1948 at 
9:30 a.m. 

Witness: 

A. F. Carroll 

--.. ------.. ·---.............. _ .... ___ .,. ____ ,._,...,. __ ., ___________ _ 
.. ---------........................................................................ ______________ .. ___ _ 



\Vitness, Subpoena 

Commonwealth of Virginia: 
County of Rockingham, to-wit: 

To the Sheriff of said County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia to summon ______ _ 

A. F. Carroll, T.nray, Va o 

Estridge E. Huffman, Luray, 'la 0 

E. E .. Ki_$er, s. p. -

to appear before the Trial Justice Court of said County, sitting at Harr :is onbnrg , Virginia 

in said County, on l Q tb clay of __ -tOHCcr-t"7'0H-Hb~ef-f-r'---, 19-4.2..-, at the hour of ---02....-: Q.,,-..,.,Qe--,p~,.--;~,...,f~
0

---

of that clay to give evidence in behalf of Com' th 

in the pending case of _..,_C,..,o .... w""'""'""t....,t,..,h--------------------------------

v. Jam.es Roy Synamon 
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Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon .......................................................................................................... . 

······················~71·-:;q······fi······················-;·1···:····················f'·········rf ······;;,{/:···············)····················· 

····················/A····+~: ..... ~ .... ►.::-......... {R.. ....... b. .. ::. .. /I.~ ...................... . 

:: ;:::a:, :i:::,e a~~.:::g:h:f .. t!;J/~:;:f .~.~ .. ~~.~.~:~~2~.~.~ .. ~~~ ... ~~~~·~· ·~·~·~·se 1:d.7 

~.~ .. ~~~~i~~ .. ~~~ .. ~~~.~~~.~~.~~t~·~ --~~-z;;;;~~.:.~~~-: .. ~~~ .. ~.~~~.~ .. :.~~.~.:::::::::::::::::::::: 
I' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ~ .............................................................................................................................. . 

who stands charged with a felony ~ 

And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writf fo 
WitnessrJ, ~gBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our s~trt, at the Court House, the .... / .............. . 

d,y of L.%:'M:. 19 fl. 7"nd ;n th, J~-J'i.L,,!/:;J~ • cmk 
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coMMoNwEALTH vs. J-.od - cpd-"! ~, ~ J A 

' DESCRIPTION OF PRISONER 

Last known address ______ §__Cj_ __ "71:'.:___~-~&f'r ______________________________________________ _ 
Color_ ___ J;y__ Height__1_-=--~t--- Eyes __ j7,_ ______ Hair____ ...... ------- Weight_,._ ____ '?__~ 
Marks _______ (t; ___________________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Age_______ _ __ Z ___ _ ___ Occupation_ --~Ii--~~ _________ -- _ -- __ -- _____ - -- -

Date of Trial_ ___ /d _ _J_ _¥L£✓-<2 ___ ::-:__~If_-~ _________________________________________ _ 
, 

Result _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ _ 





Trial Justice Court 

Criminal Docket No. A: ? Iv ; 
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TS to 9-8-47 at 2PM 'P.~ • 
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COMMONWEALTH 

i. Felony (invol. mans.) 

JAMES ROY SYN...J\IION 
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