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, . . . 
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IVA RODEFFER DAVIS COFFMAN 

I 





LAWRENCE H. HOOVER 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

HARRISONBURG. VIRGINIA 

COMVDNWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, 

COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, to-wit: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF SAID COUNTY: 

The grand jurors of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in and 

for the body of the County of Rockingham, and now attending the 

Circuit Court of said County, at its April term, 194?, upon their 

oaths do present that IVA RODEFFER DAVIS COFFlvIAN, on or about the 

28th day of January, 194?, in said County, unlawfully and felon­

iously did kill and murder one Kerneda Bennett, against the peace 

and dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

/1s indictment is,nd upon the testimony of F. L!Byers, 

Mon~oe Fristoe ands. H. Callender, witnesses sworn in Court and 

sent before the grand jury to give evidence. 



\ 
M

U
R

D
E

R
 

C
O

M
M

O
N

W
E

A
L

T
H

 

v. 
) 

Indictm
ent 

IV
A

 R
O

D
E

FFE
R

 DA
V

IS C
O

FFM
A

N
 

#--'-~
 

Felony: 

A
pril 

T
erm

, 
1947. 

A
 T

rue 

Forem
an 

W
itJsses: 

~«-Dr. F
. 

L. 
B

yers-' 
V

J.· M
onroe Fristoe 

3. 
S. 

H
. 

C
allender 

L
aw

rence 
H

. 
H

oover 

C
om

m
onw

ealth's 
A

ttorney. 



Commonwealth of Virginia, 

Rockingham County, To-wit: 

and acknowledged the~ebt<d to the Commonwealth of Vfrginia each in the sum of ___ - - - - - -- -

-:::x:--~,, . . ~ /I ..., -- \b t 7-¥'/-~-- - ---- ~- __________________ -~-Dollars, ($_/4 _f'-OL-~, 

to be levied of their respective goods and chattels, lands and tenements, for the use of the Commonwealth of 

Virginia rendered, and they each severally waived their homestead exemption to their recognizance; yet upon 

this condition: 0 
That if the sai~-~~-~shall personally appear before the 

efrMn G8ttrt f R k' h C h C h f 'd C h I ,,,,,~ d Tr~stice's Courto oc mg am aunty, &,-~o~use o sat aunty, on t e ____ --~---- ay 

of ~-,/-f-¥}--~~-----~-------------------------, 

19 ____ , and at such other time or times to which the proceedings may be continued or further heard, and before 

any court or judge hereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with the said charge, and then ,, 

and there answer the Commonwealth of Virginia concerning a certain_____ _ __________ _ 

______ ______ ___________ ____________ whereof the said~-~ _ _ ______ _ 

charged, and be bound under said recognizance until the charge is finally disposed of or until it is declared void 

by order of a competent court, then the above recognizance shall be null and void; otherwise to remain in full 

force and effect. 

ss WHEREOF, I hereunto affix my signature this _______ j_o ______ day of _________ ------------

-

-------------· ~ 
AIL COMMISSIONER) 





Arrest Warrant 6 

The Commonwealth of Virginia,} T 't 
Rockingham County, o-wi 

To the Sheriff of Said County: 

Whereas, Sam H. Callender, ~h~rit'f " Co. of said Coun~ has this day 

made complaint and information on oath before me, J • C • SWar~ z, Clerk 'r-. ¥. OOurt 
T. J, or J. P. 

of the said County, that Iva Rodef'ter Davis Cott.man e t 

• 4 

... 

on the 28th day of Jan. , 194.2_, in the said County, unlawfully and feloniously 
did kill and murder one Kerneda Bennett, against the peace and dignity of the 
oo.mmon.wealth ot Y~gini~ 

These are therefore, in t~e name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to command you forthwith to apprehend and bring 

before the Trial Justice of the said County, the body of the said__, __________________ _ 

__________________ to answer the said complaint and to be further dealt with according 

to law. 

Given under my hand this 29th 

Memo. of Commonwealth Witnesses: 

Name Address 



JUDGEMENT 

April 15, 1947 

kJJlrm:dm:kmu:IXfx~OOll!XDl!X, 
The defendant is held ror 
action of the Gr~nd Jury. 

Fine - -

Issuing Justice's Fee 

Clerk's Fee 

Trial ;ystice Fee -
).., 1,:,,~.+ I, :r V 

Arrest and Mileage 

Summoning Wi•tness 

Witness So 
Attendance and Mileage $ .... ../, ........ '?. .. . 

Commonwealth's 
Attorney 

Jail Fees 

$ .. '11 s-;;. 
.s $ ........ A ........ 0 .. 

_________ $ ....................... . 

Total - $ . .11,.f./. 

Trial Justice 

Trial Justice Court 

Criminal Docket No. A-8705 

Commonwealth 

vs. { Arrest Warrant 

Iva Rodeffer Davis Coffman 

Executed the within warrant by ar­
resting and delivering the body of 

before 

Officer's Mileage 

Miles travelled by officer 

Miles carried prisoner 

Total mileage 

,f_A. 



Report of Witnesses for the Commonwealth 

Monthof ~ 1 

Whose mileage and attendance were not coll_ected by the Trial Justice before the end of said mop.th. 

,·, 
~ '/i ial Justice. I I 

f:1-rh,~~ 
, 

' /4'~ llld_/ 
Fel. (/ u 

WITNESSES Pro. or Days tendance Miles Mileage Total Date 
Misd. I 

Com.vs.J,AA ~n)loA, ~ U r<-t ~ 
:'4 'I, ~~JY 7/h i!, 1. A91i. L. , So ,.S-o 

if (a .,r 
2. !f!!::r=1 ~. I , S-D { So . 
3.~ ~~ ,, I , S-b , 0L 

4. /,Si; 
1 

5. 

6. 

Com. vs. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

All witnesses summoned for the Commonwealth shall be entitled to receive for each day's attendance fifty cents, 

all necessary ferriage and tolls, and five cents per mile over five miles going and returning to place of trial or before 

grand jury. (Sec. 3512) 





\Vitness Subpoena 

Commonwealth of Virginia: 
County of Rockingham, to-wit: 

To the Sheriff of said County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia to summo.~-----­

Dr e Fauls. Hill, 

to appear before the Trial Justice Court of said County, sitting at ,...H..,a .. r._.r..__.i.,.s...,.o._.n..,b..._ur_..;g~,'--'VL...!l!l!i:ar-eg~i""n""""i""a.__ ___ _ 

in said County, on 15th day of .A,Pril , 19 4? , at the hour of -~2 .... : __ 0:..0=--·=p-'.-=M=•~----

of that day to give evidence in behalf o,._£ ----'"=o=m=m=ao:;.an=•.=.:::.a.l .. t,,.-=h;__ __ ...._ _________________ _ 

v. _ Ivy Rodeffer Davi Co~~~ ,-, , 
1 1 

Given under my hand this_ 14th day of_~ ...... r~i=l~--...-.,_--,,-,, 



. . 

Triai Justi:tee Court 

____ _.i.,Docket No. ~-2Q.5_ 

( 
V. ( Witness Subpoena 

( 

Ivy Rodetfer Davis Cottman 

To April 15th, 19437 

at 2PMo 

• 



\Vitness Subpoena 

Commonwealth of Virginia: 
County of Rockingham, to-wit: 

To the Sheriff of said County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded, in the name of. the Commonwealth of Virginia to summon ______ _ 

·Dr. <Paul S. Bi-ll , 

to appear before th'e Trial Justice Court of said County, sitting at Harrisonburg, Virginia 

in said County, on 15th day of April, , 19.42,__, at the hour of 8: 00 p.f.t1:. 

of that day to give evidence in behalf of.~~~11W,11.1rW~1n&ri.,.u~---+-------------------

v. Ivy Rodottor Davia Cottman-

Given under my hand this........,1~4•'h----·day of--.A•P-H~-i,...,Jlc-----+-+---



Trial Justice Court 

( 
( ·witness Subpoena 
( 

Ivy Rodeffer Davis Coffman 

at 2PM. 



\'1itnes$ Subpoena 

Commonwealth of Virginia: 
County of Rockingham, to-wit : 

To the Sheriff of said County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded, in the name of tpe Commonwealth of Virginia to summon ________ _ 

dBafADnpC, 'B,JJ,D$tt 

Monroe l'ristoe 

........ .--------~--------·-------,,~e--r.-,,,...-.------------...._-~-

to appear before the Trial Justice Cotrrt of said County, sitting at Harrisonburg, Virginia 

in said County, on 15th day of April , 19-4:7..., at the hour of 2;00 P.M. 

of that day to give evidence in behalf of_..,Q._.o ... ro .. m ..... a ... n .. w..,a..,a .... l._.t; ... h..._ _______________ _..: .... ___ .__ ____ _ 

in the pending case of ---"~ODJ-rn-a:.Uu:Ya.i0~3.ii').<lill>s'!ir,.h...__,--, __ ...,_,,..,,....,.._ ..-c-~--•,...,-. ______ _.;_ ________ _ 

V. Iva Rodeffer Davis •Coffman 

Given under my hand this.. 15th 
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Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon .......................................................................................................... . 

: t:: .. :::,;,·.'.~.:~·:;;'._'~7-~' ~::/. ~~'1Jp.;1r:1.:~. '.~ ~=:· ~-:'. ,:";i: 
to testify and the truth to say zn behalf of the Commonwealth before the GRAND JURY .............. /. ... . 

THE SER VICI!. Pa.En, HAR.RISONBURG, YA. 
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\Vitness Subpoena 

Commonwealth of Virginia: 
County of Rockingham, to-wit: 

To the Sheriff of said County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia to summo • ._ _____ _ 

e I , 

to appear before the Trial Justice Court of said County, sitting at Harr1 aonbu.rg, Virginia. 

in said County, on 15th day of · Ap:-11 , 19-4!1-, at the hour of 2: 00 P.)I. 

of that day to give evidence in behalf of__,Q,.__.,.o~m ... m,..o ... nww.. ... M-..J-\,.b-.--...1--------------------

in the pending case of ____,O ... o...,.mm ...... o .. n ... :w......,e...,a..,l._t""h ______________________ ~-------

v. _ Tvy Rodeffer Davj s Coffman 

Given -under my hand this,__1 ... 4-t ... h ____ day o~ __ _.._,..____,,,___,___,,_,,._ 



:Tr:ial }ustice Court 

____ Docket No. A--8.205 

( 
V. ( Witness Subpoena 

( 

Iv1 liodetter Dav1&J----G.ettman 

To April 15th, 1947 

at 2PM:. 



Trial Justice Court 

Criminal Docket No. 

Com'th 

VB. 

Iva Rodeffe1· Davis Cott.man 

Held tor action of the 
next Grand Jury. 

. 
I /", 



\ 
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COMMONWEALTH DEC 

vs. Felony (murder) 

IVA RODEFFER DAVIS COFFMIN 

,,.- I L ( ,/.2;1A( 

/fr/" / /( 





Present: All the Jueticea ' 

0 

OPD I }. BY C C I L • -·- a.cord o. JA.S2 
Richmon , Vir n • ov b r 22, 19-8 

C LTH 0 0 I 

H C 0 COUlfTt 

h pr1l ~ena, 194-7, an in ict-aent. waa returned in 

t.be Circuit C rt. ot oc i h county c r in t t ~h• d n t, 

Iv o tf r vi o , on or t the 28th or J n ry, 19471 

"unlawfully, f O OU ly and wil ll did use d loy in and 

o t bo y of on • rn d nnett, at m le reon t.hen and 

certain in tru 't 1 'th n 

char-act.er ot which e tto said r :r ju· r n 1 it intent 

t r and t.he id 

Kerned& n tt d to rod c borti 1 or 1 c rri , nd 

then, there n thereby did unlawfully, teloniou1l7 n wilfull 

d ttroy ch un m ch h bortion or 1ae rr1 

•• *" 

Thi in ictment under s ction 4401 of the Code 

( ac i , 194~), which rovi e, o tar 

tollowa: 
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"It any peraon adain1ater to, or cause to be taken bJ a 

woman, or r thing, or use any means 1 intent. to 

d••~ro7 h•r t&Dbonl child, or t.o produce abort.ion or mlecarriago, 

de.troy 8\lCh child or u such bortion or •-

ri , he h be confined in the penJ. ant y not le than 

three nor than ten ·r. • • •" 

ot 

y 

• 

trial b r, Wbioh r•~umed th1• Y ict: 

accused, Iva . ter Tia Cot 

an abort.ion or to de 

1n t 

the un rn chi 

r her 

n in the Penitent ry r a rod ot five 

nt was c d 1n accordance 

Yerdiot now ds that t court tted these errors 

th• trial: 1n to ·o 1 the th to lect 

whether to prosecute tor the subatant.ive crime ot abortio or tor 

an t. pt 

t.be ve 

th, 

the defendant a 

It. 

; 1n Nt\la1ag to atrilr:o the evidence ti to 

• ; in 1 1 In truction Ho. rt.he 

1n re.tua aet aside the verdict n award 

conceded in the r t1 evidence 



d ~ d :, "lO 4 0,1 '1:83etn.t I 

o::t ~n .1a.l ,,, IJ "I • nldj 'l d:to JJ'. 

•• ·i 

-eJ: "JO ol3'1oda ~u .011 o-iq "10 .[lrl:> - :)[II '(O"l.1 _ eb td 'l 3 .a 
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was eutt1cient. ~o o a c nv ction tor an at.t,eapt• ot whioh 

j ry fo th• defendant il~y, but lt 1 that 1..n 

defendant did no have a t&ir ~rial because while the evidence 

. 
ho there no ortion in tact, yet the i u .f bortion waa 

aubad.t.td o u y on 't h ry 

of the ot- r nd b. C t.he death of the child, resulting 

1n the adm1aa1on of 1rreleY t e ti ny pr ju cial to defendant. 

The case ·by t. n1denoe or h C onw l~b w 

thi: rned n tt, a youn 

Hatti onbur , waa prepan, bJ ~m•one Gthu t.haa tw.oband. 

t ri or h C 11 h 11 ted the aid r1 n • • Irene 

vi. • C 11 t d 
' 

1d 

hr it h co ld. • tt n her t rub 

in .• th rt ey Vi it • rr n t her ho in 

• Cr or 
' 

near ri ~ ur • that oceaeion • 0 

and Mrs. Bannet.t went into a bedrooa of Kr•• Cottman'• home, 

. Darts in the living rooa. out • 0 

told • ...... "'~u ... tt t.o come back it no~hin& bad happened in t rt en 

y, and it y in was id a 1t why they were r to aay 

l y C to h ve ad 

A t t.wo a t.er, on J nu ry 27, ll' • Bennett, wbo 
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h n t h tbe lt. ahe X C froa t.be tirat Yi&it, asked 

• vi to anot.ber ppo 't 1th • Co 
' 

11ch 

• vi id. 'r next ni&at, Januar1 28, at, about ••nn-thirt1 

o• ock, • vi • Bennet\ drove to t 0 • 

t in a taxica. 0 rr1yal • 0 t d t' th h a 

taxicab wai~ing tl - h better t it over wlt,h r tt. aoon. Mrs. 

0 and • • nn t. 0 went into the 0 • Vin 

• VS in liv n rooa. In bout f e or t ty llinut•• 

• • via t h beard o 1n tall, foll 

n aro • h 1 a • 

• Co here. his wo n a f int d." • D vi tound 

• nn tt ly1 race o ·i on th floor b side the bed 1th her 

head near h w dressed, C r ho r ott 

d r C t aero a the toot ot the bed. • 

ro i • • Cof seemed ry nervous • • Davi• 

t Nre. Coftran call h huab&nd, bllt • tt 1 • o, 

c•t her to a boepital.• • Yi• then cal.led ca driYer, 

0 • nn tt out. put her nt.o t.be cab. • Cott-

e • You to • n n not t 

i o lit h in • Bennett and 

n J riv . at the o t.al h • h r tlJ 
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' 

been t 1 

i t t • Co ••arched, 

0 ial value wa• fo\&lld. Mrs. Cottman told the 

• tt a to t.o th· r , and 

in 0 ; t i not 1n 

1 d r C r water; that. 1 OU 

• Y. t l etbook, awallowed thea 

1 1 on; h rev .1.ut l t r -she 

l o f h to l t.he lo • • Cof t en1 d hav-

1 en "· • n • 

t week for. • t nd later n 

11 in 1 • labeled a r iption, 

w1 dir c io 0 one t r t 

r . o f r • nne ~ t • 

0 • ired hether 

• Davia ti.d t ' 
ot to pay all lawyer' tees it • 1 

wit.h r." 

• 'co t Ci. V 0 
" 

n r 

oc • d bout 

and r. Hill, a ty ician 1 city, 
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erforme tu1 autop.-ty. Thay :found no ev1d•nce ot extern! injuries 

except a _inuto cratch on th perineum; ther f:lS a p ec of 

ti ue from t.he pl cent 1n the cervix; there waa n6 ve y amall 

blood cla in ha v~ i~a; hero w ::i no blood _. the. omin l 

c vity; t-her r gnan~ ut r 8 1n no ul po ition nd ap ar-

ing nor ial ; there no inj ry to th, u~~r n • t~ ing th 

uterus out, it had a ~ elin_.,,. of air ln th ca.v.Lty. On openi.ng the 

t rue they found pr en ncy in it intact of bet een thre and 

.:~our months development. 11e heart, lung , stomach 

d 1ent t,o the .Depil.rt eDt ot atholo , Univ r t7 

I 

of Virgin! , for icroecooic .,tudy. 'L'he rnpo t .from there dio not 

indic te any !inding as to the c u~e or • Bennett•_ death. 

Dr. By ave it s • ls o inion from. hia x.am1nation 

nd findings th t, an abortion h d he n a.ttem t d on J. • Bennat.t 

na thats a had dioG s ul ot ir ambolis. Hti d 

~hat the death ot the te~ua waa caua4td b) lack of blood; th.a~ when[ 

the m her•o lood st,o ped tbe b by jiedJ ~h.u 1 .. , the b by died 

when t.he mother d.ied. "I felt th t the r.etue died as a result of 

the death of the .noth ~r; !'l t.h.at the death of th -othe cane fro 

_. air olim, and t ~ the ~1r e bolism "carne from the attempted 

abort1o i•" 

-6-
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r. Hill te tied i obeenati and 

th n 1 C ot th t t r ive t, 

11 • * * As l uy, the only thin1 t, tollftd 

r it i n th r t ut.erua hie C U , r is 

• or c on y 

o aid • " H t1f1 d ~ t t i jeet1 nor ir into th ut rus 

• s din t o c bortior. 

cone- t, n • of • ett' 

b d n t 

aetor• any 

i b ri r, b o V h ti 1 d an 

c l eYidence had been 1ntr uc bf t, 

o ·on ot h . J R. h, p r or 

t niv rsit o 1r ni • t 1- ied or th 

Dr. C th t the • 't With 

t tt d • t. o hie been 

examined b7 him. He t..estltia d 1n det,ail a.a to the reau t, of bi• 

t1on and d that t. y could t ti . y evi 1 .. ence h 

n a rtio d en att pt d; t t theN no evidence ot y 

1 ur~ o ry o t 

1 n iv 

r 1 

e r n d tlon o t 

becau it I d b 

t.hey had no 11&terial r 

r e in 

ch 
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!ind the cue o deat.b; t t t.hera waa no e 1 1 nat.ion ot t.he c us 

or de.st.h wit - -n tbe organs they examined. Ha i J Lit r 

e_th n r ·boli m mu t r ect the heart, brain or lunga; th t 

··t tn 

autopey, before t e organ ha•• be ·ernov d fro r.h ody; th t ~ 

order r r r in th t ru ~ ct any 

Yeine - d there l<l have ~o be ao brea in ·the veino to let. it 

, 1D; th·t trom hie examin t1on of ~h• uterus 1n this oaee "it la no 

·I ·••n that. a1r 
I 

11 was po1 ible. Ther• 1 no evidenQe t ,t, 

could h V ta en lll ce. dde d, I'd lik 1.-0 ke it J r£ ct.ly/ 

• 
cl r th .t. we cu.n't y that. t C . e w· D ot oa.use by air 

bolls .. -.ih. 1,. y hav _ tlie of air e bolit.:• ., vut w h V no 

evidence to t_h t r ct. n 

He furth r iestitied, on era-. s- - nati.iofii, t.h t tt pt d 

abortion by inject-ion of air into tbe ut.eru• 1•, p•rhaps, the ost 

air bol1sm, but he ~id not. ~h nk it .a ha 

in t.hi c • bee u thy atudl•d t;be entire Uuin of th uterus 

a.n a~ ai co d no~ 1n unl et v ·1 h d been 

injured• and th re ,as no injur7 to the 11ni~g. 

It 1 1.he CQDt.enl.1on of ~h• defend.ant, st.atll , that. 

... -
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1 io of all t.hla eat to the d i a or the c u 

lC C Of t waa r i.c1al o r not warranted· 

by e •~at.ute t.Ae irldiot.Mnt.; t.hat. ah• was inc.Ueted tor abor-

ctu ly tri d f r er, notwith 

t n t, her or b r o • 

. a cont ta1la tor two • ' 
C U 

t 1 ony ot • ab, int uc d it y the e 

the C on* lt.h ottered ny eyi ence as to the cause of 

deat,b, •nt ~led tbe 1th to P n 1 ca.on 

ubj o. 

C 
' 

t t, testi ny, refusal 

0 the court t.o an election bet SU t. ntive 

er d t at t. well t.h• retua l of the c urt to 

the V C o the ub t tiv tt n e C t 

were warranted under ~h• statute and the ihdict••nt. 

'elo an indic -

l 
aent c • at.atut.e. 

( ichie, 1 ) , 4 2 • 

rl a o or uterogest.at1on h ~ 1: not c uired the 
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o r o 8t i an indepltD.dent. lit. r be 

a technical 

C ri 

Jr., on, 

1 c ion r c i in medicine between bortion 

, tbt r are tl8\l&ll7 •rnonymous 1n law. 1 All. 

2, • 1)3; Abrgp v. Fqahee• 3 I w 274, 

c. 77, 0 ; 1 . J. . ' rt O 1 1, p. )12; CogmopwealtQ 

. Smith. 21:, • 5 ,. • . 1010 . 

It. ia i ted there • no pl in of tetua in 

thie case, idenc• r h C en th is h t 1 

tion w c t dea h ot th 

It 1 be .ot d t, 0 

V. pr: Vides _t. if r use 11 n • t intent to 

y woman' unborn ci i , .2.t to o c an :rtion, and 

ther by troy uc child or r uc C abo ti 1 

p r in t, 1-. . 3, I 9, . 9 • 

where th• puniahment waa determined bJ \dleeiher death reaw. eel t.o 

a quick child or on• not qu1ck. It. waa carried the Cod• or 

7), ch. 187, 
' 

tout ~ t 1 tlnc~io, and in o Cocle, l 87, 

l 
)670, 1n r cti ly nt r. It baa not been construe4 

thil court t to h r > .1..nt. ve not been 

reterr.d t.o a c. tr011 another urisdiotion cons similar 
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tat.ut•• nor • 

y ev . , 1 detined by ata~ute the 

C 0 o • OO\Ll"t.8 o"" at.atut,ee are different, cannot 

I tr 1, nd I.I l .i ti .·n t tu 

ot t,he t d 1 • 1 c. . u., 

bortion• t p. )13. 

t1on 4401 or h !.l of ny h intent to 

t.ro an n l l or to ro uc or ion. l 

no p y and he ro.ibition 1a all-1.nclueiv 

c. J. •• t, 0 • ;, • -7. The 

int.ant , ~ which the UHd the nt 11 n, tactor. It 

s . clear trca the l oft.be t t ·t r th on• 

included. I l ·h 1n .. ent t,o C an 

• 1n en 6 ot e letl.la, and the c u in 

0 ch bort.1cn, coTered, 1110rde inten~ to 

deetro7 ber wiboni ohild," and "thereby deatroJ child," woulcl 

be u less. It not t.o r t tho.e orde ,ere uaed 

1 for no po o i in the ~ ~ute. Ray9p Cgll 921.l?• • 

A~wr~ 1,) . )J , 1 9 •• S~l. 

-n ToQPlhlll v. §t,AA• • ( x Or. p. ) , 208 • • 516, 

.Sl7, the ~at.ute under conat,ruct,ion i an abort.ion • !ollowa 
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"' ff or ion 1• ant that the 1 r r t.ua or 

br l in 0 ' , r h a re ture 

rt 0£ y be CU •'" the court. Mid: 

t ca. ctod to hr 

try bi■ tor d tr y_h he 11.. of t u i nd ot 

bri 1n n r t bi h. t th 0 ovi • 01 are 

ditterent y h l y d y the i l t ro. 

none lt 0 ry troy t. l 0 f t 

connecti 1 h ortion, n in th h 
' 

1th rer renc 

onl.7 \o preuture ~1rt;h. •••• 
It 1 nee• ry con u io r m h 1 our 

t tut. --s ction 41.0l--t t • cri D d n unc d 1 no 11 to 

t, r. 1 rrow 1 of 1 not h • b t 

intent.I 1 u , it pl nl cl res, th ~ o! 1th 

to es roy n unb rn 11, re ltin .in h t cti ot ch 

child. It t.be means uaed with that int.ent result int • deat.h ot 

tl r b·, th .rue ·on o! h l:t, th d t £ 

h th r 1 n ncy s t, in otlon by h ana us d t 

h child. il y 00 t. ot r int 1 to . 111 

ti let, • ri an bj c .. ch :x l d ki l 

1 . 1 til ilt7 o r r, ho h 1 in nded sult 
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a~ an v.nint.ended way. -ucti or the 

h d--tl n -- cc t used, h 

p tr or 11ty Yer t t or the h not 

d. t ma; t 1• 

the ... l"l • 

The C 1n ia 0 xt Ye i the 

at,a'tute • c d tr t.o C an 

rt.1 t 0 0 ~ d t uctio 0 th• I ..... 

n. .:. t, ju.nc"1 y in the t.ute 

o WlCt. • l OW' 0 

t O 0 1 d ... l ' r. 1. d •• t . 10. 

~o l 1 i 

re 0 • 

g in .. ~cti not her n n C 11 • i le 

n rt c. r l i ic co d b 31., ut 

The probative value ol that evidence waa or the j 
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ho y 

their v ... round. it 1na\lf'f1c1ent. t.o proYe the gu.ilty 

f } 1 h r • t n u 0 the 

r , it io id• o av reaul ed in 

n !.r 1 • d , it ul b ... !cult, it 0 o ... ible, 

r t.o con"-.-.. V C 
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1 e l n 1 ol l 0 u t.ion or t p • 

In t C i ' . 1, C mp 1 d. , to d h jury th 

ir t ph th it h• ere "by any me t With int. r.t. 

0 e tro .. i r to 'O uce ·n ort on or C rri ( 

on l id rn nn t, committ. r 1 y ct or ct to 

ro., ohi 0 00 1t o tion on t 1 rn d 

Bennet. t , the d nnett di d re l of 1 act 

I 
or t t.h n th y fin h r 1 0 ffer vi of!man 

ilt id unbol C 11 t c~.r d in t 4 in 1ct-

ment.." 

w ... ollo" d b., r crap • not co . 1 ind or. 

1 t C t j ry t thy h •ld 0 1 t y fo d th de d-

t ilty o.1 n tt t. 

It r th t th ot h erroneou ly 

ub .itt d to tl ..,ur th .ci 1 n - to h th r • r 

kill d • Lt. It did submit-that i . .;1ue, but it 1 o on 

t r t t d t d 0 • nn tt •1th 

int. t 0 tro h run rn C ild d id es.troy uch c ld by 

CU in th 0 r • tt, th r ult bin un ie • 

ob v. 
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j ·in h t th ory, bl t tha\ 

0 cone 1 t t t Co h not nt1t d to V t • 
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tion bm.tt d to t.h • T e evidence berore thfil jury related 

tc th f.:iUb a11ti'f[) cri and the .1tt !Ii ,t ; the fir~ ch r .. d ai 

the defe d nt inter • ar t !:ec:ond Q· tt.er ·of la 
' 

an it 

waa 0 or .. or tl C ut ::.o r tu·. to trike it out illith rerapee 

to on h . ~ 
~ ctlllrg0n • Se f!.,lJ i .... .nson v • Co m.onwealth. 1 0 a. 

TL· or th 1 r O- t ti ue in thi c se 

u on the i • !ctm ~ t a.in ... t thi&: c1 r~ndar.t for the murder of Mr • 

B nnct t , "'ti ch he de fen • nt 1 t ner, i a 

u .. :ion n0t no xpren~ no opin1o I bout it. 

t_ i h-r th tri c ·u t nor thi .t urt ·ill be con<! rn d t ith that 

qu ~tion nlf2 ~ u n u.r: iJ t,h Ccr.~ ~ n ea'.I th Ficek to ro. acute n 

fin jud:l.<:1..:.. r nd the ju ent below if.I 
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VIRGINIA: 

in tk ~~ o/ f!lkkwnd on Monday de 22nd ~ o/ November, 1948. 

Iva Rodeffer Davis Coffman, Plaintiff in error, 

against Record No. 3452 

Commonwealth of Virginia, Defendant in error. 

Upon a writ of error and supersedeas to a judgment 
rendered bY the Circuit Court of Rockingham county 
on the 19th day of March, 1948. 

This day came again the parties, by counsel, and the court having 

maturely considered the transcript of the record of the judgment afore­

said and arguments of counsel, is of opinion, for reasons stated in writ­

ing and filed with the recor~, that there is no error in the judgment 

complained of. It is therefore considered that the same be affirmed, 

and that the plaintiff in error pay to the Commonwealth thirty dollars 

damages and also her costs by her expended about her defense herein. 

forthwith 
Which is ordered to be/certif1ed to the said circuit court. 

Defendant in error's 
Attorney I s fee 
Printing brief 

Total 

costs: 
$20.00 A Copy, 

24.75 $44 •75 Teste: 

Teste:~k 

(~x~ 

Clerk. 



Writ t=a-x _______ _ 
Pr,in t i.ng __ _ 

Attorney's fee ____ _ 
Small fees ___ ..;.._ __ _ 
Transcript, ______ _ 

Printing brief ____ _ 

Total $ 

Teste: 

~---------C. C. 



:~~:d• of __ J;~;;~~f!lt:£:'.:~:~:;i~~~d! 
~ For t 712~ ~:J.:1.·-:;;;f[,f1_; 1_:; ;, _; ;:.._ : ~(J- ~ /4 ~)f : : : : D~fu~ 
~ IN SETTLEMENT OF THE FOLLOWING I ACCOUNT I AMOUNT 

6492 

= 
II, Pa? " " 

lert 

Deputy Clerk 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: .. 
To the Sheriff of Rookingham clttnty, Greeting: 

You are hercb~;f~mf,.anded to summon.............................. 
0 

·······---··-- ···-· ·-································ 8~:···::iij•·········-

, f:=~=~~~~~~= ~i ·~······ 
---···························-··-························-······-······························-······· ••• ·······························(J ··•·••••••••••••• 

------····-··-········------ ------····················································· 

-----·-
to appear 

1

before"'the Judge of the Circuit CouJ..D.° f Rocqingham County, at the Court House thereof, 

at 9 :30 o clocq, a. m., on the . ../.CTl ..... day of ...... J~ .. ,.. ...... 19 .. ~l· to testify and the truth to 

••• ;. ·:·:··:~~·~:~:x~:c_~rr~~=~=:·===-:: 

Massnnetta Paper Co. Print NO. 5 





Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You art her;/; comma~ t~~":~····································1_···············• ... ··········LJ···t.·· ·;.;;1··············· 
...................... ~ ....... ~7 ... J.., .... f.~·-;····lhn,_&1.V ... d:.41.ih..t. ..... f:. ..... r;/,... . ....... ~l~ .... . 

' 

. 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .. ···································••"'4••·················································· 

···························· .. ············································· .. ···· ....................................... ~ .................................................. . 
to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rock.in~ County, at the Court House thereof, 

at 9:30 o'clock, a. m., on tbe .... ;/~~ .... day of. .......................... ~,.···~···········........................ 19 .#,., 
to testify and the truth to say in beha/,f of the Commonwealth before the GRAND JURY .................... .. 

• ,............................. ~.t! ·~'ft··· .. ········t::)···· .. ··· ................. j1f ............ '(D;;j}~·:•:~·~ ...... r: .. ·················~········· 

........................................... ~ ...... rr.d.~ ..... ~ ..... ;o,,r..~ ................... , .................. . 

who ttamh charged with a felony 1'f4.~4eme.anar 

And this JOf! shall r,Qt gm.it unt/a fl.enalty of £100. And f?pve then and there this Writ. 
Ml!l,tlf)Clli ,y. Ho•lrk, G,,rm•naJ£'1 l~K.S /f"'ff'a~IY~ Y, ? ? -~ 11 

Witness, '].. RQBURT SW!TZER C{w of our said Court, at the Clurt House, the ..... '!I..~.~ .. 

day of. ..... ~ ............... ul//·• and in the .. {!L~ .. year of the Commonwealth. 

o r . . . <:#effl-~ .. , elak 

TH■ SERVlCB PUU 1 HAU.ISONBUI.C• YA, 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon··········-······················································-···-··················-·························•···· 

THE SERVICB PRESS 





IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY,.VIRGINIA. 

Commonwealth 

vs. On an indictment for a felony (abortion) 

Iva Rodeffer Davis Coffman 

It appearing to the Court that there are not a suffi­

cient number of jurors in attendance upon this Court in order 

to have a panel of twenty persons free from exceptiom, in 

the trial of this case, it is ORDERED that Warren Good, E. C. 

Wine, H. M. McCool, Homer Simmons, Julian H. Taliaferro, 

F. c. Suter, Chas. Fauls, Irving Ney, and F. Barth Garber, 

whose names have been drawn from the current rf8l].ar jury 

list, be summoned forthwith to appear to serve as jurors 

aforesaid. 

Judge. 

U/11/47. 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rookingham County, Greeting: 

y OU are hereby commanded to summon ....... ·-···;·a._, .. a s xsl &@.1.& ... '. . .t ............... .t .. ,J 
CI::1~~·)--··· ;;vt;···-·· p ~~7--···-·········································-························-····· 

c=······:.../r....: ~E...t:..::::~·--- ... -... -.... :~:::~::::::::::-... -... -.... -... -... -.... :::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::::::::::::: 

·-----------·------------·------······························ 

" f,t ------------------········-·······-··----------
to appear before the Judge of the .cIJi!.~ Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof, 

at 9:30 o'clock, a. m., on the .. //~ of_ . ...lf}::-~ ....... 19t/..f to testif]} and the truth to 

s«) in behalf of 

n,ho stands charged with and indicted for a felony misdern""""r. 

day 

And this ]Jou shall not omit under penalty of £ I 00. And have then and there this Writ. 

WitneJ3, J. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the ... .Lr!. .. ~ 
,, _J:rL!&{ ____ 19.E/1, and ;n /!''. f tl:1-~:f~.:;;;::t· ' Cle,; 

Massanetta Paper Co. Print FORM NO. 6 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rookingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to $ummon ...... V.'3-da Wl'!!.:!;~~.!. . .1 :N.Q.:r.~ .... ~.~.P.-_g.!..~, ~.!~J::~ .. J~_iller, 
~..1tec.ned1-~•·-:alld··--Lill.ian ... ll~c,1rdy: ··-······························· 

-------·--~-·------------------------·······-·········· 
-------~-·-....,...·-----·-------------------·················· 

----------------------------········-····-····----
to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court o' Roc/eingham County, at the Court House thereof, 

at 9 :30 o' cloc/e, a. m., on the .. ll.tP.e.day of. ...... JJ. ... 9.~~.Q~.r. .......... 19 ... 47.. to testify and the truth to 

say in beholf of the Defendant in the prosecution of the Commonwealth again&.___--················-········· ..... 

Iva Rodeffer Davis Coffman --------..c.-~- .. ·•·•• .. ••-••ooOOOoUOoO 

·---·············-·········-··--------------
who stands charged with and indicted for a felony ~ 

And this you shall not omit under penalty of £ I 00. And have then and there this Writ . 

. Witness, J. ROBERT SWITZER, Cler/e of our said Court, at the Court House, the ........ ~.~A .... . 
day of ...... Dec.emb.e.r.,-............. 19.li,7. ... , and m the .. l.72.n-d ......... year of the-Commonwealth. 

·····•-••4 A, 
17 

•••• -i1::i ....+ t ......... ~.. ·····················• - 1 
v,, - f. (!;I 
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Iva Rodeffer Davis Coffman 

ads. 

Commonwealth 

Francis s. Miller, p.d. 

1947 

December 11 



In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virgini3i: 
To the Sheriff Albemarle County To the ~~f~[/1/~ 

You are hereby commanded to summon Dr• J • R • Cash,.... .!. ............... . . ........... 

--------------------------------··························· 

-------------------------·····················································-·············· 

------------------------- -------··························· 

------------------·----------------·················· 
to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof, 

at 9:30 o'clock, a. m., on thal..lth ... day of. ... . ec.e.mb.e.r., .......... 19.47 ... to testify and the truth to 

say in hehalf of the Defendant in the prosecution of the Commonwealth again&---···························· ..... 

Iva Bode!fer Davis Cof!~----

-------···················------···-·······························································-········· 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony ai~X 

And this you shall not omit under penalty of £ 100. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, J. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the ......... 8.th .. . 
day 

o/. •••••• llec.embsr.~........... 19 •••• 4.7.., and in th: ... ·~:~~:1~r:;;;l.~~~:.:~:~.~~·~··• Cler1i 

Al: ,,.~ - ~ IL 

Massanetta Paper Co. Print 



IVA RODEFFER DAVIS COFFMAN 

ADS. 

COMMONWEALTH 

1947 

December 11 



VIRGINIA: 

In the Clerk's Office of the Supreme Court of 
Appeals at Richmond on the 29th day of July, 1948. 

This is to certify that upon the petition of 

Iva Rodeffer Davis Coffman a writ of error and superse­

deas has been awarded by one of the Justices of the 

Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia to a judgment 

rendered by the Circuit Court of Rockingham county on 

the 19th day of March, 1948, in a prosecution by the 

Commonwealth of Virginia against the said petitioner for 

a felony; said supersedeas, however, not to operate to 

discharge the petitioner from custody, if in custody, 

or to release her bond if out on bail. 

Test~ 

Clerk. 

To the 

Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Rockingham County. 





INSTRUCTION _j__ 

The Court instructs the jury that if they believe from the evidence 

in this case, beyond a reasonable doubt, that Kerneda Bennett was pregnant 

ith child on January 28, 1947, and that on that date the accused, Iva Rodeffer 

Davis Coffman, by a[\yi means, with intent to destroy said unborn child or to 

produce an abortion or miscarriage on the said Kerneda Bennett, committed or 

did aqy act or acts to destrw said child or commit an abortion on the said 

Kerneda Bennett, and the ssid Kerneda Benrtett died as a result .of said act 

or acts, then they will find the said Iva Bodeffer Davis· Coffman guilty of 

destroying said unborn child,as charged in the indictment. 

And the Court further instJ:Ut:ts hlle jury that if they believe from 
. 

the evidence in this case, beyond a reasonable doubt, that on said date 

Iva Rodeffer Davis Coffman, by aqy means, with intent to destroy the unborn 

child of the said Kerneda Bennett or to roduce an abortion or miscarriage 

on her, committed or did aqy act or acts to destroy said child or commit 

such abortion or miscarriage, then they will find her guilty of attempted 

abortion, as further charged in the indictment, even though they believe 

from the evidence that said attempt did not destroy said child or ~roduce 

such abortion or miscarriage. 

#If 





~ 

INSTRUCTION L 

The L:ourt instructs the jw.y that an attempt in criminal law 

is an apparent unfinished crime, and hence is a compound of two elements, 

viz: (l) The intent to commit the crime, and (2) a direct act done 

towards its commission, but falling short of the execution of the ultimate 

design. It need not, therefore, be the last proximate act to the con­

summation of the crime contemplated, but is sufficient, if it be an act 

ap arent~ adapted to produce the result intended. 





~' 

y.f 
(!_ 

INSTli'UCTION 

The Court instructs the Jury that you can and should draw 

reasonable inferences from the fscts proven. A verdict of guilty ~ 

be founded entire:cy- on circumstantial evidence if such evidence shows 

the guilt of the defendant beyond a reasonable doubt. 





INSTRUCTION 

The Court instructs the jury that the burden resting upon the 

Commonwealth to prove the accused guilty beyond all reasonable doubt of an 

offense and eve-ry material element thereof, charged against the accused, 

does not mean that it is necessary for the Commonwealth to establish the 

guilt of the accused to an absolute certainty or beyond all possibility 

of mistake or to do more that satisfy the jwy that upon the evidence 

as a whole the accused is guilty thereof beyond all reasonable doubt. 



' 



INSTRUCTION 

The Court instructs the jury that the issue in this case is 

soleJ,y upon the question of abortion or attempted abortion, and in ar­

riving at a verdict the juxy must not undertake to pass judgment upon 

the accused for the death of Kerneda Bennett. 



" 



INSTRUCTION 

The Co~ instructs the jury that the failure of the accused to 

testify creates no presumption against her, and in considering her guilt 

or innocence, her failure to testify is not a circumstance which the jury 

is entitled to consider. 





~ 
KI 

The Court instructs the jury that the testimony 

of an accomplice must be received with great care and caution, 

against the accused, either by fear of punishment or hope of 

reward, you must weigh her testimony very carefully. 





The Court instructs the Jury that in order to 

convict the accused it is not sufficient that the evidence be 

consistent with her guilt, but it must go further and actually 

exclude every reasonable hypothesis or theory consistent with 

the evidence that she can be innocent. 

Therefore, after having weighed, analyzed and 

considered all the evidence in this case, if such evidence 

creates in the minds of the Jury only an inference or conclusion 

or strong suspicion that the accused is guilty of the crime 

charged, then it is not sufficient to justify a verdict of 

guilty; for suspicion, however strong, is never sufficient to 

convict. Evidence is never sufficient, where, assuming all to 

be proved which the evidence tends to prove, some other theory 

or hypothesis may still be true; for it is the actual exclusion 

of every other theory which invests mere circumstances with the 

force of truth; and where the evidence leaves it uncertain which 

of several theories or hypothesis is true, or establishes only 

more probability in favor of one theory, such evidence cannot 

amount to proof, however, great the probability may be; hence in 

this case, if from all the evidence the Jury cannot say that 

they are satisfied beyond all reasonable doubt that the accused 

is guilty of the crime charged against him, it is their duty to 

find her not guilty. 

~ 





The Court instructs the Jury that the burden is on the 

Commonwealth to prove, beyond every reasonable doubt, every 

essential element of the crime charged and if any reasonable 

doubt of any element necessary to establish the guilt of the 

accused be raised by the evidence, or lack of evidence, such 

doubt is decisive and the Jury must acquit the accused, since 

a verdict of "not guilty" means no more than that the guilt 

of the accused has not been established in the precise, 

specific and narrow form prescribed by la~. 



.. 



The court instructs the Jury that the law presumes the 

accused to be innocent until her guilt is established by 

competent evidence, beyond all reasonable doubt. This pre­

sumption of innocence goes with the accused throughout the 

whole case and applies at every stage thereof, and in doubtful 

cases is always sufficient to turn the scales in her favor. This 

presumption of innocence is not a mere form, to be disregarded 

by the Jury at pleasure, but is an essential and substantial 

part of the law of the land and is binding upon the Jury; and 

it is the duty of the Jury to give the accused the full benefit 

of this presumption and unless her guilt has been established 

beyond all reasonable doubt by the evidence in this case, they 

should acquit her. 

~ 





INSTRUCTION L 

The jury are further instructed that circumstantial evidence 

must alW8f S be scanned with great caution, and can never justify a verdict 

of guilty unl.ess the circumstances proved are of such a character and 

tendency as to produce in a fair and unprejudiced mind a moral conviction 

of the guilt of the accused, beyond all reasonable doubt, and unless the 

jury believe from the evidence that ~ach and every circumstance essential 

to the conviction of the accused has been ma.de out and established, beyond 

a reasonable doubt, then the accused should be acquitted. 

M---
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The court instructs the jury that, while they may 

find a verdict upon the unsupported testimony of an accomplice, 

such evidence is to be received with great caution, and the court, 

in this case, warns the jury of the danger of basing a verdict 

on the unsupported testimony of an accomplice. 





The Court instructs the Jury that if upon the whole 

evidence in the case, both for the Commonwealth and the accused, 

the Jury, after a careful and deliberate consideration of the 

evidence, the arguments of counsel and a f'ull and free con­

ference among themselves, entertain any reasonable doubt as to 

any essential element necessary to establish the guilt of the 

accused, she cannot be rightly convicted and you must find her 





The Court instructs the Jury that in this case a pre­

ponderance of the evidence is not sufficient to convict the 

defendant, and if there is a conflict in the evidence on any 

fact or circumstances tending to establish the guilt or inno­

cence of the defendant, a part of which is in favor of the 

theory of the Commonwealth and a part in favor of the theory 

of the defendant, and the Jury should entertain a reasonable 

doubt as to which is true, then it is the duty of the Jury in 

arriving at their verdict to adopt the evidence, theory and 

conclusion most favorable to the defendant. 



♦ 



FRANCIS S. MILLER 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

HARRISONBURG, VA. 

VIRGINIA: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, 

vs 

IVA RODEFFER DAVIS COFFMAN. 

ORDER. 

On this 17th day of May, 1948, came again the Common­

wealth of Virginia by its attorney, and came also the defendant 

in person and by her attorneys, and it appearing that within the 

period of sixty days allowed by order of this Court of March 19, 

1948, the said defendant has prepared certificates of exception 

therein mentioned, and the same have now been duly signed, on mo­

tion of the, d.e1'.~:Q..<,\~t.,,. b..y ~ounsel, it is ordered that execution 
• ... ....... .. 

of the sentence in this case be further suspended in order to 
•, 

allow the defendant further time to present a petition to the Su­

preme Court of Appeals of Virginia, and thereafter until such pe­

tition is acted on by said Court. Whereupon the defendant was 

permitted to depart under her present recognizance until further 

order of the Court. 
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LAWRENCE H. HOOVER 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

COMMONWEALTH 

v. 

IVA RODEFFER DAVIS COFFMAN 

If you find the accused, Iva Bodeffer Davis Coffman, guilty of pro­

ducing an abortion or destroying an unborn child, as charged in the indictment, 

you will S83" so and fix her punishment by confinement in the penitentiaiy for a 

period of not less than three nor more than ten years. 

If you do not find her guilty of producing an abortion or of destroying 

an unborn child, as charged in the indictment, but find her guilty of attempting 

to produce an abortion or to destroy an unborn child, as further charged in the 

indictment, you will say so and fix her punishment by confinement in the peni­

tentiaiy for a period of not less than one year nor more than five years, or, 

in your discretion, by confinement in jail for a period not to exceed twelve 

months. 

If you find her not guilty, you will say so and no more. 





LAWRENCE H. HOOVER 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, 

COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, to-wit: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF SAID COUNTY: 

The grand jurors of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in and 

for the body of the County of Rockingham, and now attending the 
. 

Circuit Court of said County, at its April term, 1947, upon their 

oaths do present that IVA RODEFFER DAVIS COFFMAN, on or about the 

28th day of January, 1947, in said County, unlawfully, feloniously 

and wilfully did use and employ in and upon the body or one Ker­

neda Bennett, a female person then and there pregnant with child, 
I 

a certain instrument, the name and character of which is to said 

grand jurors unknown, with intent then and there to destroy the 

said unborn child of the said Kerneda Bennett and to produce an 

abortion or miscarriage, and then, there and thereby did unlaw­

fully, feloniously and wilfully destroy such unborn child and pro­

duce such abortion or miscarriage, she, the said Iva Rodeffer 

Davis Coffman, having not done said act in good faith, with in­

tention of saving the life of the said Kerneda Bennett or that of 

her said unborn child, against the peace and dignity of the Com­

monwealth of Virginia. 

✓ This indictmer is fo~nd upon/a testimony of Monroe 

Fristoe, Dr. F. L. Byers and B. L. Kiser, witnesses sworn in 

Court and sent before the grand jury to give eviden~e. 
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~OMMONWEALTH VS. )4rar ~ffe..- 4?~ ~e,4~,,(, 

DESCRIPTION OF PRISONER 

Last kn~wn address------~~-f.~,--------------------------------------------

Color ___ "](JI:.___ Height_ _!l, _ 6~ Eyes_ f].,l.,1..11-:_ Hair _lJ~-l..r Weight!/_ 7-k ____ _ 

Marks __________________ ·-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Age ___ £:3-_ ____ --~ _ __ _ Occupation ___ -~- __ ft(';J..,... _____ ··-_________ ~ _______________________ _ 
Date of Trial_ __ -~ - - ./k:.l('k_..-__ -~ J1: :' L f rf_ Y-_ -----__ --------____ ---___ -----_ ---____ -___ _ 

Result ___ ,--~ -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 

November 27, 1948. 

Commonwealt;h 

vs. On an indictment for a felony (abortion) 

Iva Rodeffer Davis Coffman. 

It appearing that the judgment of this court has been 

affirmed by the Supreme Court of Appeals, and the said Iva Rodeff­

er Davis Coffman having this day appeared pursuant to her recog­

nizance: therefore, it is considered by the court that the said 

Iva Rodeffer Davis Coffman be committed to the jail of this 

connty until she can be delivered to an officer of the State 

Penitentiary, therein to be held and imprisoned and treated 

in the manner directed by law for the term of five (5) years, 

as ascertained by the jury herein. 





VIRGINIA: 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY. 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, 

v. 

IVA RODEFFER DAVIS COFFMAN 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

DEMURRER 

'Ihe said defendant says that the indictment returned 

at the April Term, 1947, of this Court, and charging the use 

of a certain instrument with intent to produce abortion or 

miscarriage of one Kerneda Bennett, is not sufficient 1n law, 

and for grounds of demurrer assigns the following among other 

grounds to be assigned at the bar of this Court: 

1. It does not appear from said indictment whether 

the crime alleged to have been committed is the substantive 

offense of abortion, or an attempt to produce an abortion, or 

an assault and battery; 

2. It does not appear from said indictment whether 

the offense alleged to have been committed constitutes a felony 

or a misdemeanor. 
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ot findir O T-1. -~~------a1: hls usual 

~ of abo.d.e.. Executed ····--~~---"'l~~------..__-'- ___ by delivering a 
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:: ;~:ae::c~::7,e a~h:~u::e;:.~:~;~~~c~~: C:t~~.~~.~°.~Tu: ~:~.~.:.• .. ~~.~~~.~~~·r•t·~.°.:~e 1~;]t 
to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Comm~~::{ against ............ ~················-&,,-··..,.,_··········•· 

• J;;iJ /2aJ:Jiul il~ ~~= 
who stands charged with and indicteJ//Jo; a felony • . 

And this youA_hall I)J)t <;>Jnit ,undet.py;palty of £100. And have then and there this Writ. 
l,;.~~f(TC! I:. tt· tfoa,Ei<, \:.am it, 0 n,..w_f II tf'#'.S ~rt'oZfl)E'(, I 

Witness, J;:i:08!!' 'f 'S'd'/ JTll!:~, Ghiw. of our said Court, at the Court ¥louse, the .. _ . ../.O.tt:1. ..... 

day of ... 1: ~ ... :.... , 19 '/ .. , and in the I .t,,1-yea, of the Co;~ 

.............................. ~: ........................................ ,~ 

THE SERVICE PRESS 





In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon.._.: ............ •-······························································-···················-·············'"··~· 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••n••••••••••••••••••••--~•••••••4••••••••• •••• .... •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Ill"••~•• .. •#-••••••••••••••••••••••-•-•• 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••-..•••u•••-••••••••••••--••••••••••u••• .. •••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••n••••••••••••••••;a,_•••••••••-•~ ..... ~__.,.,,,,,,,,,,, •• ,, 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockin ham County, at the Court House thereof, 

at 9:30 o'clock, a. m., on the./~. day of.. ................................................................................. 19.-'!/{' 

to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Common ald against.._ ....................................................... . 

•··.·.··•········~~E~~········ ..... • ..........•... •• .. ••••• 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony • . 

And this .YQU §.hall not prqjt under psnalty of £100. And ha~ then and there this Writ. 
~(J/'l(ErreE H· Hoa()e.~ l!,f/)']."1d r/W~l:Uf-H'.S H#dertJ.V.1 /.. :II~ 

Witness, J. ft:O.MEtl I @PWIT~E:R!, uutli:: ot our said Court, at the Court HcS'use, the ...... 1'!!':':: ........... . 

day oL .. ~,,.....--, 19 .. q.., and .in the 1 /.~. ear of the Commonwealth. • 

•·· ............................... '<Sil.1~~~ 
THE SERVICE PRESS 
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S~ARCH WARRANT 

and occupied b 

to law, 

and that such information was received through a reliable person, or that he has reasonable cause for such belief. 

These are therefore, in the name of the Commonwealth, to command you forthwi~n the ;z or night ~ter 

the Wd •y,: above described and there diligently sean:h for the said ...J...+.__ • a • ' 

~"- and if the same, or any part thereof, be found 

found, before the upon such search t_o :rg the same, and the person, or persons, in 

~~ Justice Court of w·L_f.Q~~~:;d,~~.c,~~)_·to be disposed of 

or dealt with according to law. And this you shall in no wise o 

Given under my hand and seal this k f« clay o,L __ ----,j4--~~~~~~I-J.....,,L_,_,-~ 
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The withln warrant executed m the,&~ nf ~..., 

on ittPe:::::Je.y,_=day-" -t,F--~t,,}r ,..,~, t9S;z,' by searching the within de­

scribed premises and sei ing the folio ·ng: 
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LAWRENCE H. HOOVER 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, 

COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, to-wit: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF SAID COUNTY: 

The grand jurors or the Commonwealth of Virginia, in and 

for the body of the County of Rockingham, and now atiepding the 

Circuit Court of said County, at its April term, 1947, upon their 

oaths do present that IVA RODEFF.ER DAVIS COFFMAN, qn or about the 

28th day of January, 1947, in said County, unlawfully, feloniously 

and wilfully, by means of a certain instrument, the name and char­

acter of which is to said grand jurors unknown, in and upon the 

body of one Kerneda Bennett, a female person then and there preg­

nant with child, then and.there did use said instrument, with in­

tent then and there to produce the abortion or miscarriage of the 

said Kerneda Bennett, or to destroy the said child of which she 

was then and there pregnant, she, the said Iva Rodeffer Davis 

Coffman, having not performed said act nor employed said means in 

good faith and with the intention of saving the life of the said 

Kerneda Bennett or that of her unborn child, against the peace and 

dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

✓' 
j This indictment is /nd upon the testimony of F. L. Byers, 

Monroe Fristoe ands. H. Callender, witnesses sworn in Court and 

sent before the grand jury to give evidence. 
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OCT 1948 

COMMONWEALTH 

V. ) Felony (abortion) 

IVA RODEFFER DAVIS COFFMAN 

' . 
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