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___ Aurest Warrant 6

The Commonwealth of Virginia,} To-wit
Rockingham County, Eal

To the Sheriff of Said County:

Whereas, _Mike Randall of said County, has this day
made complaint and information on oath before me, J« C. Swartz, Cle_l?];l orojf b Trial J ustice Court
of the said County, that Roy Coffman, Grottoes, Virginia
onthe _ 2nd day of December , 1947 | in the said County, d1d unlawfully and

feloniously take and secrete one, Lucille Randall, a female child of the

age of 15 years, from Mike Randall and Georgia Randall, the father and mother

of said child, and the persons having lawful charge of her, acainst the

peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia

These are therefore, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to command you forthwith to apprehend and bring

before the Trial Justice of the said County, the body of the said Roy Coffman

to answer the said complaint and to be further dealt with according

to law.

Given under my hand this : 3rd day of December P , 1947 .

abcicis Aty L, A [ B -
Memo. of Commonwealth Witnesses: Feslpr 22/ . T o % {7~<Z W

Name %/ZZZ@WWMW




STATE OF VIRGINIA—COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, TO-WIT:

DI . ... s Lo s s seh e sssssppintinsomrpin e R GO £ 6 AN GO , in and for the County of Rockingham, State of
T. J. or J. P. or Bail Commissioner
B o, do hereby certify that.........o.oo.ooscons e tbosemnintasscessibbsnsens o doassesses and
as his suret ... , have this day acknowledged themselves indebted to the
SEommonwesalth of Virginifiin thie stmi of 5. 00 o0 CEEEE N e et o i el annitarets dollaedh (5 . Al - o ) as to

which they severally waived their exemption, to be made and levied of their goods and chattels, yet upon this condition: That the said

shall appear before the Trial Justice Court of Rockingham County at

.............................................................................................. Sonithe SuEl o Bdan i BE e i 19 Bae s
o’clock A. M., and not depart hence without leave of said Court, and at such other time or times to which the proceedings may be
continued or further heard, and before any court or judge hereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with said charge,
and then and there answer the Commonwealth of Virginia concerning the within charge until the same is finally disposed of, then this
recognizance shall be null and void, otherwise to remain in full force and effect.

Given under my hand this, the
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COMMONWEALTH VS.

DESCRIPTION OF PRISONER

Height____\i?_ _Z.g__/ yes_ _ﬁdzz‘_ Hair___W.___-_ Weight--[:_g_-:_q_

_________________ e

Age _______ ».3_:3 _______ Occupation_ _ C@’.%@Q{&L_- P s e i
Date of Trial______{%/cff_____?_/.-!‘/z _________ S e R T e i
R Ci% L CERE e e T s

Resale o .












PRE~SENTENCE INVESTIGATION
Staunton, Virginia
July 6, 1949
BAME: Roy Edward Coffman CITIZENSHIP: American
ADDRESS: Grottoes, Virginia MARITAL STATUS: Widower
AGE: 33 (Born 11-29-15) NO. OF DEPENDENTS: Two
SiX: Male OFFENSE: Taking a juvenile girl without

her parent's consent
RACE: TWhite

OFFENSE:

On or about December 2, 1947, Roy Edward Coffman gave Lucille Randall $20
and placed her on a train in Elkton, Virginia, bound for Front Royal, Vir-
ginia., Later Roy joined Lucille in Front Royal and they made their home
with Gladys Williams as man and wife., While the couple were staying in
this home, police officials were attempting to locate the two. On one
occasion the police called at the Williams' home and ask for Lucille Randall.
Mrs. Williams stated that the girl had been there but left a few days ago
and she did not know of her whereabouts. However, Lucille was in the home
at this time. A few days after this event the couple moved to Daniels,
Maryland where they lived with Charles Evans., While here, Coffman took
employment with a local cotton mill, The two lived with Evans a few months
and. then moved to Margaret Via's home for a few months. Iater they made
their home with Bemny Shifflett. It seems as if Coffman was afraid to stay
in one place for a long period of time. Later they left Daniels, Maryland,
and moved to Wallay Ford, West Virginia. Here the two made their home with
the defendantt!s uncle, Herman Morris. This situation was unsettled and they
finally located themselves in a small mountain shack near Spring Gap, West
Virginia, Imcille Randall claims that she ran away with Coffman because

he promised to marry her. However, the marriage did not materialize even
though a child was born on Jamuary 1, 1949, While away from this area,
Tucille wrote her parents on various occasions stating that she and Roy
were happily married and getting along well. During the Easter weekend

of 1949, the couple came within four miles of the Randall home in Grottoes
but did not call on Lucille's parents because Roy's people had informed
them that the girl was going to be placed in a reform school. At this time
the Randall's had consoled themselves with the idea that their daughter

was happily married. On May 1k, 1949, Mr. Randall located his daughter

and persuaded her and the would-be-husband to return to Grottoes. The
couple then moved in with the Randall family in their home but soon the
elders became suspicious of their not being married and took the matter

up with the Commonwealth's Attorney. Coffman maintains that he wanted to
marry Lucille but feared he would get into difficulties if he tried to do
so in other states. He stated that he still wished to marry the girl but
cannot gain the consent of the Randall family. Coffman further claims

that he took the girl because her parents were cruel to her, they had
encouraged her to date him, and that Imcille feared she was pregnant by
him and did not wish to confront her parents with this fact.






PRIOR RECORD:

FAMILY HISTORY:

HOME AND
NEIGHBORHOOD:

EDUCATION:

RELIGION:
INTERESTS &
ACTIVITIES:

HEALTH:

EMPLOYMENT:

RESOURCES:

Page 2

No charges were found on the Rockingham Court Records against the subject
except a misdemeanor for driving a truck improperly lighted.

Roy Coffman is the son of Margaret Coffman Roach. His father and step-
father are now deceased. He was borm in Washingtonville, Ohio, November 29,
1915 and since that time he has lived for periods in the states of Ohio,
Maryland, West Virginia, and Virginia. The larger portion of his life be-
ing spent in Grottoes. In the year of 1935 he married Mary Elizabeth Morris.
This marriage is reported by former neighbors to have been of a congenial
nature. Mrs. Coffman died of a heart ailment February 1, 1945, and her two
children were placed in the home of Coffman's mother, Margaret Roach.

During the latter part of this affair, the children were with their father
in West Virginia,.

Since the death of the subject's wife, he and his children have lived with
his mother in a five-room house on a small acreage. The home is a wood-
frame structure composed of five rooms and appears to be in a fair state
of repair. It is not too neatly kept.

The defendant completed the first year of high school at the age of fifteen.
The last school attended was the Green Street High School in Cumberland,
Maryland,

The subject is not a member of any church. However, he states that he has
attended services infrequently at the Ghurch of God.

Coffman claims to have a great amount of interest in such outdoor sports
as fishing and hunting. He also spends same of his leisure time in reading.

This man seems to be in a good state of health both physically and mentally.
However, I believe that he possesses low morals.

The following employment record was established for the defendant:

1930-31 Celanese Plant, Cumberland, Md. Laborer $35 a week
193436 CCC Camp $1 a day
1938-39 Duplan, Grottoes, Va. Laborer 4O0¢ an hour
1941-43 Merck & Co., Elkton, Va. Laborer $3L a week
1943-45 Verona Silk Mill Laborer $30 a week
1945-47 les Claytor Carpenter's Assistant 75¢ an hour

During the time lapses noted in the above-named jobs, Coffman claims that
he did piece work for various road construction companies, with the W. P. A.,
and farmers in the Grottoes area.

He has no resources except a small amount of personal property such as fur-
niture. '
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SUMMARY:

PLAN:

Page 3

On December 2, 1947, Roy Coffman lured Lucille Randall away from the home
of her parents with the promise of marriage. Obviously he was not serious
about the promise since he did not marry the fifteen-year old girl during
the eighteen months that he lived with her. During the period of time
they were living together, Coffman kept constantly on the move so as to
avoid any contact with the law. He is now the father of one child by
Incille Randall and admits that she is to have a second one by him some-
time in the early fall. Roy Coffman was born in Washingtonville, Ohio,
however, he lived the larger part of his life in Grottoes, Virginia.

He married Mary Elizabeth Morris in 1935 and by her had tw children

who are now twelve and six years of age. His wife died in 1945 and since
that time he and the children have lived with Margaret Coffman Roach.

he people of Crottoes give the subject a favorable reputation as an
employee and could not recall of his ever being in any difficulties.

No criminal record was established through the court records of Rocking-
ham County except for a misdemeanor charge. The subject completed the
first year of high school with little difficulty. He is not a church
member and his general attitude does not establish him as being religiously
inclined. He has worked for short periods of time for many of the local
industries and claims to have never been fired from a job. He appears

to be in a good state of health,

No plan or recommendation is offered the court at this time.
Respectfully yours,
Ml 2 W
¥ilton O. Culpepper
Probation and Parole Officer

MO0C/aee
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia:

To t?iﬂ of Rockingham County, Greeting:
You are hereby commanded to summon M MZ/,
S,

4

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rock@am County,at the Court House thereof,
at 10:00 o’clock, a. m., on the. 7 ay of 19 4/ 7,

o V4
to testify and the trutw in behal the Commonwealth against..............
o272

.......... &< FF

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony misdemeaner.
And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ.
Waitness, ]. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the,..?..,z.. ....... )

day of 9;46& ! 19_.6!_Zand in the 177

& 7 il

THE SERVICE PRESS, HARRISONBURG, VA. [
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia:

To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting:
’ ; . ‘_J

You are hereby commanded to summon........: Bu CKViaaMrS,BuCK Vié., Tuek. Nutty,

7

............................. \:.’.:.'.:'-'.:.

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof,

at 10 o’clock, a. m., on tbe...?.'.t.hday (] S " 15 R B 1949.. to testify and the truth to
say in behalf of the Defendatt in the prosecution of the Commonwealth against...................ccccooveinne..
........................................ RO RO DR ... W it i e T o

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony HFBIERIHHF.
And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ.
Witness, J]. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Gourt, at the Court House, the ...... 5th....

om onweal th,
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Not finding Tuck Nutty nor any member of
his family above the age of 16 years at his
usual place of abode, executed July 6, 19,9
by posting and leaving posted a true copy of the
within summons on the front door of the said
Tuck Nutty's usual place of abod

sDep.
for Sam H, Callender, S.R.C.

Not finding Howard Breeden nor any mem-
ber of his family above the age of 16 years at
his usual place of abode, executed July 6,
19,9, by posting and leaving posted a true
copy of the within summons on the front door
of the said Howard Breseden's usual place of

abode. %
5 / . Dep .

for Sam H., Callender, S.R.C













IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA

CONMMONWEALTH
V. CHARGE TO JURY

ROY COFFMAN

If you find the accused, Roy Coffman, guilty of
taking or secreting a child from the person having lawful
charge of such child as charged in the warrant you will
say so and fix his punishment by confinement in the peni-

_ tentiary not less than two nor more than five years, or in
your discretion by confinement in jail not exceeding one
year and by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars.

If you find him not guilty you will say so and

no more.
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Prisoners Report of Rockingham Jail

Name-i / _{gf-. (o _M!-: ___________________ Date Arrested._ _f_’_l_/_f__é_’_%-_

Gr. School .77 7" High Sch. _ ______

Occuparion/ﬁ&&é‘ﬁu

___________________ Ciey. - . s own

Miscellaneous

Date Committed_é_ jlffé/z, _Date of Trial_é_‘_’zt'_ _?_’ Z__, Date of Release

Court Committee From __________ _f&é_ _k_é [ A e Typeof CGourt_ -0 T o

Transferred From

Reason for Transfer

Physical Condition____ WZ_ ____________________ Contagious Disease, If Any--%
Fine After Prisoner at Jail; Amount to State $____________ Amount to City $____________

JOateIReporteaie ST - T S el S et BT T N L Deputy and Jailor

__________________________________________________ Sheriff
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