
STATE OF VIRGINIA, 

COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAH, to-wit: 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF SAID COUNTY: 

The grand jurors of the State of Virginia, in and for 

the body of the County of Rockingham and now attending the Circuit 

Court of said County, at its August Term, 1950, upon their oaths 

do present that JERRY LEE MORRIS, on or about the 6th day of August, 

1950, in said County, unlaw·fully and feloniously did kill and murder 

one William Taft Shifflett, against the peace and dignity of the 

Commonwealth of Virginia. 

This indictment is found upon the testimony of s. H. 

Callender and B. L. Kiser, witnesses svrnrn in Court and sent before 

the grand jury to give evidence. 
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STATE OF VIRGINIA 

COUNTY OF RQCKTNGHAM 
f To-Wit: 

TO ANY SHERIFF OR POLICE OFFICER: 

Whereas, B. L. Kiser, Deputy Sberif'f 

has this day made complaint and information on oath before me, _,.,_J_..----"C_.._.,_. _.__SUJw'-'a""'r'-'--'-'t:""z....,,,-...,C........_l..t:ae"'"r-'--"k,.__.._o..._f_,t...,h,d,,e--
cName) 

Trial Justice Court of the said County, tha,__ _____________ _ 
(Title) 

__ .1.1J.set.1r~r1....yJ-_._T-'-',e""e.,__.11.Ml..l..oLJ.r.::.JrL....L.:i ...,sc__ _________________________ in the said County 

~ on the 6th day ot.-uA_.11'4g.,..,1"""JSu...u.t __________ , 19--5.Q_: Unlawfully and feJ oni ous J ¥ 

____d.-td kiJJ and murder one 1//:ilJiarn Taft Shifflett against the peace and 

dignity of the Corn:mom·cealth of Y .... i ... r-l;g~i .... ·n ........ i.,.,a~-----------------

These are, therefore, to command you, in the name of the Commonwealth, to apprehend and bring before the 

Trial Justice Court of the said County, the body (bodies) of the above accused, to answer the said complaint and 

to be further dealt with according to law. And you are also directed to summon 

Sbe~iff s. H. Callendar 

■ 

as witnesses. 

color 

color 

____ Address ---------------□ 

____ Address ---------------□ 

color ____ Address ---------------□ 

color 

color Address ---------------□ 

Given under my hand and seal, this, _ ___;_7~t~h..___. 19...50_ 

(Seal) 



STATE OF VIRGINIA-COUNTY OF -----------------------, to-wit: 

I. ------------------- a 

that 

Trial Justice 
Justice of the Peace in and for the County aforesaid, State of Virginia, do certify 

and--------------------------, as his sure._ ____ , have this day each acknowledged themselves indebted 

to the Commonwealth of Virginia in the sum of----------------------------------- Dollars 

($ ________ ), to be made and levied of their respective goods and chattels, lands, and tenemen-ts to •the use of the Commonwealth to 

be rendered, yet upon this condition: That the said ____________________ , shall appear before the Circuit 
Trial Justice Court 

of County, on the _________ day of _____________ _, 19 __ , 

at ______ M., at _______________ ,Virginia, and at any time or times to which the proceedings may be continued 
or further heard, and before any court thereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with the charge in this warrant, to answer 
for the offense with which he is charged, and shall not depart thence without the leave of said court, the said obligation to remain in full force 
and effect until the charge is finally disposed of or until it is declared void by order of a competent court; and upon the further condition that 

the said 
from the date hereof. 

shall keep the peace and be of good behavior for a period of _________ days 

Given under my hand, this ________ day of __________ --:--,-----, 19 __ _ 

T.J., J.P. 
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FITZHUGH ELDER, JR. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 

30 EAST BEVERLEY STREET 

COMMONWEALTHS ATTORNEY 

October 25, 1950. 

The Sheriff of Roe 
Harrisonburg, 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed you will find Subpoena in 
Chancery to be served on Warren Edward Wilkerson, 
Box 113 at service station, Grottoes, Virginia, 
a check in the amount of Seventy-five cents, and 
also an envelope for you to return to me proof 
of serviceo 

Very truly, 

FEjr:ph 
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st· n y re nt, Va. 
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.;taunoon, irsiI'..:l. 
'ovem.· r 20, l . >0 

Ju er::.can 

Divorced 

Oll,;, 

r, 2na deu e 

r oon gu. ·' 19;.>0., Jc ris v-:sited 
a.--id F101, il • ,., t t l 1 • y int., 

n tan , Vi Sta Point 
Lizzie ad.en. on !l ·t. to 

a ho i' co t • c so1 • 

..,, 

intoriro. tad, yet .o • • re got l:. 
D~nn to dri hi • ... .1. or • fae so.:.::ic. 
After being rofus b ir~ll , -,...'1 

t v_,lled • Ve .. bem. :>e _ - t:-.a r ~"0-

turned to th hooo o. "' .. • of the boe.... o_•ria 
i :Randall -an at his bro ·ao T. hi.£ l tt, ,1ick-

JY, : d visited hi pare , e aJ1.d 1 d told ' 10. 

tal.c • r; hiia. i c:et in ·touch 
in quar a e dall De.in t. "'·---

-ted orris to f, m V lle, . 
. to rria no • ho fi'lett' s car 

i.. of o __ l Girl f::-ic 1d 
n.n continued on t.:-i _ , "'ind.inc; no o 

1 s re tl1a u • n to nit Cra.:-:'o 
• -u ugl seen <·111. ear. Crawford's J is lo 
• t'Jly t vo . ds c 33 east o :JJcfon. 

to "':.hi omc, -nc oy • ,,a.. : 1::lJing nca_ 
te. ·orris C'.lllcd to t O il'i a.'1.d sk • "'3 fo.tl s vis· ·i:.-

in.., ·;_ • e child infer; 
"orris then 1 a ., gc.1.•i;d acros 
11 .. ooy : ruffle • " • ~ ;nvolve;d 
lli~ • h 
~item • :tven 

orri 1 • n 
front .1. - .:i , "A 
da: ·1 go d n , • •. - • Shiff'Io • t 
then s··ru h n rr-. o ,:i.,.,... 
ncoccd ·,y t .. w.:..f1lott, ra. 
sr.::.rnett nc D .;. • Aft.ei 'hii'f1....0tt 

r ffl , c 1., icL' :1usband to loav . 
1 t ·"'irst. !i.e 1"0 , n ecided lio 1 a,re. il. tl an vl~le 
:u ~one ,.1p-•·fa • • h-s return tc th, ro tJ"" "n-~ had 
occ-.1r -~d, he inqu . tuo ',hifflctt c • to 1 their 
fo:•-.; r -'Us. state,. t:1a.t e . c. just loft , 1d rao 'l"iUlkiw.; d01i?l the 
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Jorr-.r .c , 01T::..o 
Pa...,e 2 ••• 

11th to !~he 1 nd (~u· ·, 33). ~or:'is tJ:1.0n l .ft tbo house and ra...11 after C'hif.f'-
• - "-t. On -t.,"' wa he fi :id one shot. 10n encountori ,.. Shifflett and ·1ic wife 
a struzgle ocet rred. r. ar.d irs. S.rl.fflett. atte ted to ta.kc t, ...... :)m a"w.,1/' 
from orris. .i,1e th~ae o t1 ell t.o t grou .. 'YJ.d na du_· ng tr ru.ss'.i.c h 

110 , . :ired th t £ tally uncled r:-ol y Shifnott. It is bell ved ·,hat 
a.urln15 ~he suuffle that an ny as fo 1r shots wo f:.red. o io sup . 

v _.assed near Randall Dean's t i.tck , his irl f:cicntl., :isa 
':n.s seated. 

f, t.cr ''hi lc·tt'"' bo:in1 f tally r.ouncwd, da.11 ·an a:n.d the rn.ufo!'·,~ r""'n 
to the scene o;;. t,e '1ootin . ro. Crmrlo· J,ickcd t~.t'' ,;.in u.p off t'·,1, ro •1r' 

1'.t t :..rew it in to a nearby field. C a,rfo ru1d an " ab orr • a :u1G. in,.. 
·"o ~"'d ira that 10 . t.o stay in .,he nc r y ca~ until t.h 

On October 23, Jer.r ,l Lee e o 
1 21 l 

"'
1bject 

Conm.a.. 

' he follo.r.in_; 
co ' a~_,ain."it 

9-h-3;, 
1-l 36 

6-17-36 

11-10-3 

R-17-h2 
-1'/-!J,2 

7-2h-h3 

di "'O , ly; ante d the 
olly ollier 

UsilH· : fane L~nt. ac &n .... assa
ulting •• • . erring ·.ri th pi~tol 

"' ccd 
,harles ~Jnr>..:ner an· 

17.05 Fina and Cost 

Ac uit+e 

con o. .od. on hi arson Di~ sscd 
~ r rin~ tr.a home of olly Collier 
n..rid assa.'J._ tin,., '.c.c :::'1 • ..:s .. ints .21.25 Fi.~ and co~ta - 30 

Assault on Robe t Tate ,hilo in 
jtil 
ail:1re , appco. ~ in court 

;c,nte.:ipt o_ cou:i.·t )., faili."1; to 
rear 
w.k 1.n reni:::tine a.nest 

days jail 
2,.00 ,.:.ne - f.o dc~ya S-J.a

pendetl 
. o::-f i •· d bo 

are also tm.mty-f:l.ve a· 1i;;cn 1°3, and 1949 on cl i\_,es of d:i: • _-:. 
jo1.:. c.y o du m bjec-.., ... "Cceiv- d a 10.0 to ,25.00 

~ "Y om· of tho jai+ sentel':icea ·rere s pended. 
g c 01 • clm.r~e of ..,.,'Jk o.:~a:inst t:. su jcct 

:£'or which ·i ' arriaonbu1•g Police Der,ar' ant ::..so 
:ia., his .l • .... I. . oho,m th'.l.t lC ;as .. tad in , inclte□ter O! 

Cct?bo_ 7, or di rl~ conduct.. -ms ;iven a six-10n 1-ia' 
to .. oo :r ".\l vho cost of c urt.. • v d[,~ra o __ tho scntc·1ce 

, s se:i:-v <l. cl o 8hors thnt, J 1-... s-.b~::ict r-m.s ru."rosted in .. m"t:"-nP--
u1_, 1,est, -: r ; nin. "or bcin~· dr·.mlr f.Lid .02.>::'oi to a ·7. 50 'xmd. 





! IL .. ~TORY: 

J , t, m !EIGH 
r· ,D: 

DJCA"TON: 

lD 

. ' ,TH: 

Jc1• Lee ~01 k 
Pa..;e 3 

Jerry Lea rri nd in a _a lily o:.' four ielongi.n ! to Ho ston , .d 
Fl y , ney int, Vi i;W.a. The r:-ubject' s J aJ.·entB 
1h ol' t s -nilo "'.=e cunt li vin.., on l Albe nrlo 

; ar 8tonGy nt. It ifl believed that the pa re o • .... 
f ta. ti.on b t. it is lmo that in r -r- ti ,er t:m:::, 
h • st.ad on f cw drunk char .ea. .:.dad ::. 

liv:L • th his pa d t ct:.on 
comoartie in • o t 1B to • 
H ~ rried in ; however, 
sent ti.mo t. 0 wife " a th3 • • 
Lill~· nd ia T, ro ,~:,rn l.O h L oubj tain::.nrr a, 

di vorcc fron his ,'if in 1 35 tJ ., with too.:.1 
.. other in Groene unty. It, e . o obtai...'10d n. ,i."Ct ! 
grade o gh the B .: " < • • Greene Coun -ty. 
As &ho • or reco d, is 1 
to ; - :tild ! Cl . • 

At the t, . of the offen e!' tho ... bj ct boarding Tlt.h r. a1it Cro: vfo:.·.:i 
in a ..;ix-rco fra: L:t n, info.. 'fiu.n mo is in tho • oo -
cert !'>_. r . d is o c<~1.r ied ;y tcly five :pooplc. ~1 thou, ~1 

t h~ has lived t 2 )Ortion of his _ifo with 
, his father "'tatcs t:J t hi • _ it were f q ent t 
rnonth durin t.c1e winter. The fatlierts ho.. is a _our-roo. , tL -

st o.ctur.., in a f. ir st of repair and locatea. in a !'·"- tc 
It is share t,y subj ct s 1 a.,.en • , oonoists or arypro.."d. 
cres of lnnd li •1 is devote to the 1uz· of t..11.ree cows 

" ga!' • n. Owr }'l.._.lf of io a.croag i:J \':ooded :.md the father 
r..artly by cuttin.., fire woo . 

It is ~ported 
co. letin, t e 
, unty. 

ndcd chool for a. proximately ten . a:-.·s 
ru dge Industrial School in Green 

'ri.ouch the mlhject at.tended n Episcopal • ool, he haa no church afi'ilin.•• 
tions. 

-rl(. only ldi ~ tim.0 rsu.its . hich ~re • r _ 
pa ticipa d ~-n cl.ritru--..inz sprocs fre4.10n-Uy. 

i re th~.t tl:le mf j ct 

j_s ibel:l.ew d to be in a favo able state of health.. Ot ian oufforino: 
vr.:. tl-i t,11 u ''"'41 u.ldhood • nta.~'ious ·lis.:iu es, h:!.3 onl 7 r: ous illness -v,ns 
a. broken collar 1.,one. '!'hi"' occu 11,:..,d as reoult. 01"' tha sabject• o beine 

u.nk nnd fallin;) ro 1 • rso. 

"'ho an• s •a,.d.ly could not es·i.abllsh an eJ::a.c·t o ·~ lo;nnont record for bin. 
Ho ver, they a 1.tod t .. 11 t ... had ,m ked a· a truck .:_ .. r, orchard 1,:-;.bc.L~i:lr., 
r,~n.,• 11 1· bo an l a., a -o • ral labo r ··c1 .. ·v-aliou con truct,ion co ... cern.; 
of Augu .. t:l and Albem:rla Counties. t tho ti of th~ offonse; ,. was tL.-
ployod b·•t fr. . B. orren o i lkton, ·i rrtnio. world.n • for n. constl·ac-
tion c1~ assi wd to the Echoles .onotr·iction 
:nia.. 
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Je .... Y 
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:.s 'tn has no ·oso ·r :; o . r than a few , rs ml belon,,in.;,;, o"' little 
value. 

orris, fifty-tm> ,ara of age, white, ·vor d, en - d a plea 
of 1.,1.l.i r r, 2nd d,33 of his brother-in-1 w, , illi T. f-hiff ett. 

was prono • r 23 after wai ring a • l"'.7 
and a in to of .. ockinghmn • retrl t Ccmr···. 

tt1ecn 1935 co a r of thirty-fair charge 
i ti na;, ..... _ ed the 1 rger ~ r·,.,ion o 

he haa been e a~ a construc-
t h lod; di in 

m 4 tl h er~ 
e r o. io ngh 

~,~ t ~ 
t in o . 

. een a o:>11:ir ·>o,...., r._.s ~- .... n.11 
fro k . s :oan <;nt cord duo 
to s ny a. a.no. J:iil co :nc nts. 

Du t.he nat:.L , no plan or reconuenc'-
a.tion is of!"'ered o. 

Res ct .lly ours, 

.ilton O. Culpepper 
P t~on 1d arole or.:ce 

OC · ·E 





Fil i_n the Clerk's OfHc' 
Rockmg/1, m ~·,,,1 ity, Va, 

OCT ~j 1950 

fl-d:-¼~cfe' 

Harrisonburg, Virginia 
October 23, 1950 

Honorable Hamilton Haas, Judge 
Circuit Court of Rockingham County 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 

In Re: Jerry Lee Morris 

Dear Judge Haas: 

Upon examining the above named defendant, in reviewing his 
account of second degree mutler of William T. Shifflett, I 
could not detect any extenuating circumstances which would 
allow me to recomnend probationary treatment to the Rock
ingham County Circuit Court. 

Respectfully yours, 

~.//. ~ 
M. O. Culpepper, Probation Officer 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon ....... Mr.a ..•.... Vl ...... T ...... Shir.fle.t.,- ... w.hit .... Crawi'ord, 
............. Mr.s •.... Whi.t .... .C.raw:f.ar.d., .... .a.nd ... B .•.... L ..... Kis e.r.... . .................................... . 

to :,pie

6

ar before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof, 
:oo 

at o'clock, a. m., on the .. .2or.dday oL ................ Oc.t.ob.er ......................................................... 19 .. 50 .. , 

to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against ......................................................... . 

.............. JERRY ... LEE .... :MORRIS ......................................................................................................... . 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony ltlot6@~tu~,r. 

And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, _r.R~.:f-&WH~~R;-Gl@MC-otiHtl'-91li4~i'tr-'J.t the Court House, the ...... 19th 

'day of .......... O.c.t.ob.er ............ , 19 5.0 .. , and in th___.~==s1. 

TftE SERVICE PRF.SS, HARRISONBURG, VA, 



In the Name of the Common wealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon ....... Mr..a ..•... W ...... T ....... .Shif'i'le.t.,- ... Wb.it .... Craw.ford, 

..... Mr.s •.... Wb.it .... .C.r.aw:f.ar..d1 .... and ... B .•.... L .•... Kis.e.r ......................................................................... . 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof, 
3.:r; at o'clock, a. m., on the ... .23.r.dday of.. ................. Oc.t.ob.er .......................................................... 19 .. 50. , 

to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against. .................................................. . 

................................................. .JERRY ... LEE .... MORRIS .............................................................................. : ............................. . 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony ~~tu,-r. 

And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ . 

. Witness, J-:R-o&ER...:f"'6W:E=f~.£R~~M<.-o+~ttH@Mi-Golsi'trat the Court House, the ....... 19th 

·day of... ....... O.c.t.ab.er ............ , 19.5.0 ... , and in th,;...--r-=,.=,1, 

TftE Sl:llVICE PltF.ss. HARRISONIIURC, VA. 



COMMONWEALTH VS.-{f ,{;/}o/ 

DESCRIPTION OF PRISONER 

Last known addms. _ --~ ______ ·;t_. ___ .r ___ .. 
1 

.. _____ . ______ ,O __________________________________________ .. 

Color_ _______ (:____ Height_ ___ ~ ___ j_ Eyes ___ f~ Hair_______ _____ Weighr_J_1 ______ _ 

Mar ks _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ( 0 1 __________________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Age _________ _id_~--____ Occupation. __ f':c,, __ ~-1- __ ..... __ ... ______ . __________ ... __ ..... _______ _ 
Date of Trial_ _____ j _P-/r _y_)_-f:_! ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

Result ___ 2-__~ __________ 2-__ __ ~ _ ---------------------------------------



----..----,,.,-----.--------



Unit ........ S'TIATE ............................................. . 

Prisoners Report of Rockingham County Jail 

.Date Put in 
8 Name .... J.t3.1:'_1:'_Y. .~t3.t3..}v1~.r.r..~.f:!. .. ........................... . . . . ..................... R. Co. Jail.. ........ -:-:7'.'.".50 ....... . 

Address 

Male 1.1. ..... Female ......... Age 40. Race white ... Single .. . Married .. Divorced ... X ...... . 

Separated ... Widow. ... ·widower Illiterate ............. .. Gr. School. X High Sch ........... .. 

Vocational College Drug Addict ........... Inebriate Occupation . .. .Lab.or ................ . 

Employed Reason for Being in Jail. Awa.i.ting . .trial .............................................. . 

Reason for Release from Jail ... 

Amount of Fine ................. Cost .. . ....... Sentence Time 

State .. X .. . . .... County ............... .. .. . ....... City ..................................... . Towi1 ............................... . 

Federal .................. . Army .. Navy Others 

Offense FeL ...... X ........................ . 

Miscellaneous ........................................................ ABC .......................................... Ins ............................................ . 

Date Committed .. .... .... ..... ... Date of Trial ......... Date of Release ........................................ . 

Court Committed From . .Type of Court ..................................... . 

Transferred from ........................................................ Transferred To 

Reason for Transfer ................................................................ .. 

Physical Condition . ............................................. ................... Contagious Disease, If Any ...................... .. 

. .. .. .......... . . . .. . .. . .. .... . .. ... . . .. ......................... Deputy and Jail or 

............................................ •·· ............................................. Sheriff 





BOX 238 
STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 

Hon. Hamilton Haas, Judge 
Circuit Court of Rockingham County 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 
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