STATE OF VIRGINIA,
COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, to-wit:

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF SAID COUNTY:

‘The grand jurors of the State of Virginia, in and for
the body of the County of Rockingham and now attending the Circuit
Court of said County, at its August Term, 1950, upon their oaths
do present that JERRY LEE MORRIS, on or about the 6th day of August,
1950, in seid County, unlawfully and feloniously did kill and murder
one William Taft Shifflett, égainst the peace and dignity of the

Commonwealth of Virginia.

This indictment is found upon the testimony of S. H.
Callender and B. L. Kiser, witnesses sworn in Court and sent before

the grand jury to give evidence.
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Felony

August Term 1950

i
A true bill: r

WITNESSES:

S. H. Callender

B, L. Kiser M‘

George D. Conrad
Commonwealth's Attorney
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STATE OF VIRGINIA To-Wit: No.2 %57
COUNTY OF_ROCKTINGHAM

TO ANY SHERIFF OR POLICE OFFICER:

Whereas, __Be La Kiser, Deputy Sheriff

has this day made complaint and information on oath before me, _ Jo C. Swartz, Clerk of the

(Name)
Court of the said County, that
(Title)
Jerry Lee Morris in the said County
dad on the Ath day of_August 19_50Q : Unlawfully_and feloniously
114 ki1l1 3 irder one William Taft Shifflett against the pesce and
_dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia

These are, therefore, to command you, in the name of the Commonwealth, to apprehend and bring before the
Trial Justice Court of the said County, the body (bodies) of the above accused, to answer the said complaint and

to be further dealt with according to law. And you are also directed to summon

_Sheriff S, He Callendar color - Address O
color _____© Address J
color — Address O
color ___ Address O
color ______ Address O
as witnesses.
Given under my hand and seal, this___7th _ day of , 1950
“(Seal)

(Title of Issuing) Offic

ZZ




STATE OF VIRGINIA—COUNTY OF to-wit:

4 Trial Justice

Justice of the Pence in and for the County aforesaid, State of Virginia, do certify
that
and ,as his suret_____ have this day each acknowledged themselves indebted
to the Commonwealth of Virginia in the sum of Dollars
($ ), to be made and levied of their respective goods and chattels, lands, and tenements tosthe use of the Commonwealth to
be rendered, yet upon this condition: That the said , shall appear before the Triaﬁhzlct:lsi:ice Court
of . E C:')unty. on the day of s 19
8 mnlt o N gk Virginia, and at any time or times to which the proceedings may be continued

or further heard, and before any court thereafter havihg or holding any proceedings in connection with the charge in this warrant, to answer
for the offense with which he is charged, and shall not depart thence without the leave of said court, the said obligation to remain in full force
and effect until the charge is finally disposed of or until it is declared void by order of a competent court; and upon the further condition that

;he sai;li s : shall keep the peace and be of good behavior for a period of days
rom the date hereof.
Given under my hand, this_________ day of = il oy
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FITZHUGH ELDER, JR.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
STAUNTON, VIRGINIA

A

JZ/Q/S//

/0

30 EAST BEVERLEY STREET

COMMONWEALTHS ATTORNEY

October 25, 1950.

The Sheriff of Rockingham COUnty, e
Harrisonburg, Virginia.

Dear Sir:

Enclosed you will find Subpoena in
Chancery to be served on Warren Edward Wilkerson,
Box 113 at service station, Grottoes, Virginia,
a check in the amount of Seventy-five cents, and
also an envelope for you to return to me proof
of service.

Very truly,

FEjr:ph Fitzhigh Elder, Jre.
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POST-SENTENCE THVES TIGATION

Staunton, 11—‘33.)313
November 20, 1950
| nmES:  Jerry Lee lorris CITIZENSHIF: American
' ADDRESSs Stoney Point, Va. MARITAL STATUS: Divorced
AGE: 52 (Poym 1898) NO., OF DEPENDENTS:  None
PACE: White OFFENSE: Murder, 2nd degree
SEX ¢ Male

OFFENSE: | -

ﬁww~—mwom,mm AL

 tarned to the home of General Dean and consumed part of the bee
 informed Randall Dean that his brother-in-law, William T. Shifi
' name Bolsey, had visited his parents in Charlottesville and had told them

in the yard of Whit Crawford's; however, Randall Dean, his

\»\L m WY & b O A $ " B A G T2k
; “Wl'umﬂnﬂt&ﬂﬁﬂmt&m&lﬂrsp&%itm

. then struck lorris across the face
- nessed by Wit Crawford, his wife, Randall Dean and lirs. Sk :
Shifflett being the wife to Bolsey and sister to Yorris. After S&ﬁfﬂa%

On the afternoon of Aum 6, 1950, Jerry lee Morris had ﬂdm his parents,
Houston and Florenoce mmwm», at their home in Stoney Foint, Virginia,
He had been {ransported from ilkton, Virginia to Stoney Point by Allen and
Iizzie Breeden., He returned to Elkion in the lata aftemoonandmt to

nore bee

intoxicated, yet, he .r.

_M%Mumwmlﬁhminmuminmmwum%m.

After being refused by the Elkton merchants, the subject and Randall Dean
travelled to Verbena vhere they purchased a case of beer. t&mﬁnym-

flett, i citm

some false tales concerning him. Morris therefore wished to get in touch
ﬁmmwmerwwmacmi'mofmm Randall Dean there-

 fore consented to drive Morris to Bolsey Shifflett's home in Sun Valley.

%muymmmmamummtmwzmmﬂawsw

and Yorris continued on the way to ﬁwmﬁfﬂamh&u F’!ndiagmomm-
sent, lorris requested tbatwdriw him to ﬁmhom of Whit Crawford
where he thought he had seen Shifflett's car. Crawford's home is located
approximately twenty-five yards off of Route 33 east of Elkton. m the
trio returned to this hm, one of Bolsey's children was playin
gate. lorris called to the child and ask as to vhether his father was visit-
ing with the Crawford's., The child informed him that his BT

dorris ithen left the car, staggered across the road and up %o ( ;
howme where he encountered Bolsey Shifflett. The two then h&m involved

in an argament n to what Bolny had told hiorﬁ.a! parents at thair home in

front of the subjeet. Horris then informed Shifflett that he was, "A
damn good men® and inferred that hawwas going to beat Shifflett. snifflett
ocking him down. This seene °

bad struck dorris, irs, Shifflett attempted to get her husband to leave.
At Tivst he refused and then decided to leave. Morris in the mean while
had gone up~stairs, Upon his return to the room where the argument had

j ,mma,mmumdefmmmmmmmummm
: fu&snrm. They stated that he had just left and was walki:
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PRIOR RECORDs

Jerry lLee iorris
Page SR

path to the road (Route 33). Norris then left the house and ran after Shiff-
lett. On the way he fired one shot. Upon encountering Shifflett and his wife
a struggle oceurred, Mr, and Mrs, Shifflett attempted to take the pun away
from Yorris. The three of them fell to the ground and during the tussle the
shot was Tired thot fatally wounded Bolsey Shifflett. It is believed that
during the senffle that as many as four shots were fired. Ome is supposed

to have nassed near Randall Dean's truck where his girl friend, iiiss Campbell,
was seated.

After Shifflett's being fatally wounded, Randall Dean and the Crawford's ran
to the scene of the shooting, lirs. Crawford picked the gun up off the ground
and threw it into a nearby field, Crawford and Dean grabbed lforris and ine
formed him that he was to atuyinthamrbywmmmmt‘fmim

On Getobor 23, Jerry Lee torris entered a plea of guilty to the charge of

m‘mmmwmmmm
tao wﬁbﬁt ;é"“?' Horris was represented by Attornéys Charles Hammer and

The following charges are listed on the Albemarle GountdeMﬁeeRo—
cords against the subject:

9li=35 Drunl 417,05 Fine and Cost
1=10-36 Drunk and disorderly; entered the :
home of Polly Jollier Acquitted
6=17-36 Using profane language and assa-
ulting H. W, Herring with a pietol
concealed on his person Dismissed
11-10-36 Entering the home of Polly Collier
and assaulting her with his fists Sﬂl#S Fine and costs - 30
days jail
BelBuli2 wﬁ on Robert Tate while in &5«% Fine - 60 days sus-
pended
81742 Failure to appear in court Forfeited bond of 325,00
8-17-l2 Contempt of court by failing to
sppear 85.00 Fing
T=2limhs3 Drunk and resisting arrest @10.00 fine - 60 days jail St
w& Drunk and disorderly - indecent
exposure

There are also twmenty-five arrests between 1739 and 1949 on charges of drunk.

On the majority of these charges, the subject received a $10.00 %o $15.00

fmma%—daymmm. All tut four of the jail sentences were suspended.

Harrisonburg Folice Records carry one charge of drunk against the sub; ct

for whi&z !w paﬁ.d a fine of #17.50., The Harrisonburg Police Department

have his F, B. I. Record which shows &athmmsﬁﬁhﬂnﬁuﬁrm

October T, 1943 Tor drunk and disorderly conduct. He was givem a six-uonths!
sentence and ordered to pay the cost of court. Five days of the sentence

was served. This record also shows that the subject was arvested in iartine-

burg, West Virginia for being drunk and forfoited a $7.50 bond,
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FAMILY MISTORY: o

s second in a family of four belonging to Houston and
Stoney Point, Virginia. The subjeet's parents
what senile make a scant living on a small Albeuarle

| | Gmmtyfm marysm Point, It is believed that the parents are of a

fair reputation but it is known that in the carly days of the father that

he was arrested on a few drunk charges. Jerry lee Morris has divided his

time with living with his parents and travelling with verious construction
comparties in the northwestern section of Virginia and varisof West Virginia,
He married in 19303 however, his wife's maiden name is unknown. At the pre-

sent time the wife uses the name of Frances lMorris., Three children, Wilbert,

1411y and Sis were borm to this marriage. Since the subjectis obtaining a
divorce from his wife in 1935, the children have made their home with their
mother in Greene County. It is believed that this man obtained a sixth

grade education through the Blue Ridge Industrial School in Oreene County,

. As shown by his rrior record, his reputation is ofadoab%qsmm

bm&hmm&mﬁﬁ% “aleohol.

GTGHBORE At the time of the offense, the subject was boarding with Mr, Whit Crawford

EDUCATTON:

RELTCTON:

GTIV'I 'I'IES!
nw,m:

EMPLOBIEHET:

5 masixmwfmmhmawmm,wug This home is in the poor-

est state of repair and is occupied by approximately five people. Although

- the subject claims that he has lived the larger portion of his life with

participated in &unldng a;:«ms fnqmntly

his parents, his father states that his visits were frequent but meostly for
one or two months during the winter, The father's home is a four-room, bwu-

floor stucco structure in a fair state of repair and located in a remote

rural area., It is shared by the subject's parents, consists of approximately
twenty-four acres of land which is devoted to the grasging of three cows and

a small garden., Over half of the acreage is wooded and the father makes his
living partly by cutting fire wood.

mmm aixﬁhgruha%mmm Ridgnlm
County.

Though the subject attended an Episcopal School, he has mo church affilia-
tions,

The only leisure time pursuits which were reported were that the subject

\Y

T Te Diltsved 4 be 1 & favoseiie Sete of halihe SEb i suffering

[EEE

with the usual ehdldhood cohtagious diseases, his only serious illness was
a broken collar bone. This occureed as o result of the mbjaw’a being
drunk and falling from a horse.,

The man's family could not establish an exact employment record for him,

However, they stated that he had worked as a truck driver, orchard laberer,
sawrdll laborer and as a general laborer for various construction concerns
of Augusta and Albemarle Counties. At the time of the affm&. he was em-

ployed by Mr. A B, Torrence of ilkton, Virginia Wgbworling for a construc-

tion crew assisned to the Echuh- Construction

- of Staunton, Vir-
m.
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RESOURCEST

SEKARY s

PLAN:

Jerry lee Morris
m L

Mamhaammwumewt!mnatwwputwmmotutm

" value.

km!u liorris, fifty-two years of age, white, divorced, entered a ples
of guilty to murder, 2nd degree of his brother-in~law, William T, Shifflett.
He was pronounced guilty of this charge on October 23 after waiving a jury
and appearing before Judge Hamilton Hsas of the Rockingham Cireait Court.
Between 1935 and 1950, this man compiled a record of thirty-four charges
in Rockingham and Albemarle Counties. He has lived the larger portion of
hig life in this vicinity where he has been employed chiefly as a comstruc—
tion worker, It ie believed that he married in 1930 and was divorced in
1935, mmmmwmmmmtﬁhntommﬂwﬂy
his wife and three children. iorris has a sixth grade education and

he attended an Episcopal School, he is not affiliated with any religious
organization. It is believed that be is in a favorable state of health.,
His most serious injury has been a collar bone fracture as resuli of a fall
from the back of a horse. This man has an unstable employment record due
to his many arrests and jail confinementa,.

Due to the nature and circumstances of the offense, no plan or recomend-
ation is offered as to probationgiry treatment.

#ilton O. Culpepper
Probation and Farole Officer
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Fileﬁci.n the Clerk’s Ol
Rockinghm County, Va,?

0CT 23 1950
ket “Clefi

Harrisonburg, Virginia
October 23, 1950

Honorable Hamilton Haas, Judge
Circuit Court of Rockingham County
Harrisonburg, Virginia

In Re: Jerry Lee lMorris

Dear Judge Haas:

Upon examining the above named defendant, in reviewing his
account of second degree miler of William T. Shifflett, I
could not detect any extenuating circumstances which would
allow me to recommend probationary treatment to the Rock-
ingham County Circuit Court.

Respectfully yours,

m.e. W

M. 0. Culpepper, Probation Officer






In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia:
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting:

You are hereby commanded to summon... Mr8e We. Te Shifflet, Whit Crawford,
............. Mrs. Whit Crawford, and B. L. . Kiser ... .

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County,at the Court House thereof,
:“
at “ o’clock, a. m., on the.. 23 dday of October 19.80.,

to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against....................___._____

................................................. JERRY IEE MORRIS . .

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony misdemeaner.
And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ.
Witness, J: ROBERT-SSHHZER ~Slerk=0f e ursaid-Goustzat the Court House, the...1.9th

‘day of .....Octaober. .. . , 19.50..., and in the 174

THE SERVICE PRESS, HARRISONBURG, VA. B ‘/



In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia:
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting:

You are hereby commanded to summon... MrSe. Wae. Te. Shifflet, Whit Crawford,
............. Mrse. Whit Crewford, and B.. L. Kiser .. ... . ...

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County,at the Court House thereof,
. 00
at o’clock, a. m., on the.. 23xrdday of. October » 19.50.,

to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony misdemeaner.
And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ.
Witness, f ROBERI-SHHZER ~Slerk-0f eur-said-Goustyat the Court House, the...1.9th

day of .....October. .. .. , 1950, and in the 17

va
THE SERVICE PRESS, HARRISONBURG, VA. B /
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COMMONWEALTH vs.#éﬁ?lﬁg_ww

DESCRIPTION OF PRISONER

- : i y
Last known address_____ A{zi;c ?J 'Tz,t_bf Vo

A ) ('d"
Color.- . -4[__{ Height____ _\b_--_\i Eyes___M Hair--f.@dl_-_ Weight__)_-z _Q____

vf// 2 /"‘,
oo R AN e e e R M SR SR PR BEE S LA e RN G
ARC .o 4’1/__0 ______







Unit....... o

Prisoners Report of Rockingham County Jail

Date Put in

Kame ... J900Y 100 MOPPLE ot it R. Co. Jail....8=7=50.......
b ek o s Mol e o e e e e i O SOOI . T e e e b
Male M Female......... Age }4.0 Race .White Single . Married ... Divorced.. X .......
Separated........... Widow............ Widower............ filliterate.. .20, Gr. School....X. .. High Sch..........
Vocational........... College ........... Drug Addict.............. Inebriate ........... Occupation....Labor..........

e ena IRt r ey A L e e IS P e S S e Pk GITRETS o0 o v S o
CHECHIEE N e e st T s oY o S e e e L e Hell ... e CE W
e e OIS S e et A R L o
Date ‘Contmitted..........ccoovieisivviaisens Date of THial........cccoonvn.r 2o IR0 RICTEARC ... bemnsventisius cosmanassvigosyass
CORITCOMDIIECT, TUEOML. ... ...l st soinsoe ot oae s bhan s B O RN Fype O CORTE ooy
L rIBSTerred” ITOT oo ot it i estisonfi b fop s budonannngas iransterred o i e e
e T s o o e I e
R T T R AU RIS R Contagious Disease, If Any.............

Ll L et e e Deputy and Jailor

/?) - RS e e e e e el 7 e Sheriff

;/; ':I)/{f’
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