
G. H. Parent Co. F N 777 Ashland, Vo. orm o. 

l to-wit: 
____ Q 2~~-~_Y,. ___________ of ______ R~ ~ k ingha m _________________, 

Commonwealth of Virginia, 

In the Circuit Court of said county October Term, 19 54 

The grand jurors of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in and for the body of the County 

Rockingham , now attending the Circuit Court of the said county 

upon their oath present that LUTHER LEE RAYNES 
or about 

within twelve months prior to the finding of this indictment, to-wit, ory'the 20th 

August , in the year one thousand nine hundred and fii'ty-four 

soid county, did , feloniously make an assault upon one Jerry Wayne 

McDonaldson, a male child about the age of seven years, and then and 

there feloniously did commit the detestable and abominable crime 

of 

day of 

and in the 

against nature, by then and there, to-wit, on the day and year aforesaid, 

in the county aforesaid, feloniously having carnal knowledge of the 

body of the said Jerry Wayne McDonaldson, by the mouth, against the 

order of nature, 

against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

U pan the evidence of Mrs. Cletus Hasler, Mary Ellen McDonaldson, 

Jerry Wayne McDonaldson, and Deputy Sheriff Robert Raynes, 

witnesses sworn in open Court and sent to the grand jury to give evidence. 



, 
£-

J/
{g

 

C
O

M
M

O
N

W
E

A
L

T
H

 

vs
. 
l IN

D
IC

T
M

E
N

T
 FO

R
 A

 

FE
L

O
N

Y
 

L
llT

.H
.E

.tL
L

.E
b.

;..
 

R
8 

Y
N

ti,
~ -

--
--

--

A
 T

R
U

E
 B

IL
L

 F
or

em
an

. 

G
eo

rg
e 

D
. 

C
on

ra
d 

C
om

m
on

w
ea

lth
's

 
A

tto
rn

ey
 



I __ I 



---------~~ ... --...-_ ---.....--.. - ---- _-.,..-..,,--_--...,-,...,-..,..---- __ 

T, 



v, 

In considering whether or not the Commonwealth hes met 

its burd n of proving the uilt of the ccu e beyond re sonable 

doubt, the Court in.tructs the jury th t you should not overlook 

the ord nreasonable" nor its meaning. A reasoncbl doubt is a 

doubt hich is foun ed on re son, and is not to be confu ed ·ith 

imaginable or possible doubt, for the lfW does not say that a, 

man must be proved guilty beyond every imaginable, conceiv~ble, 

or possible doubt. 

In passing upon the sufficiency of the proof of the 

ch rge, the jury must limit its consider tion to the evidence 

presented p.t the tri 1 of this case, including th nrtural .. nd 

refl on ble inferences to be dr.swn therefrom. The jury c·,nnot 

go beyond such evidence to cre-te doubt, nor can you go beyond 

such evidence to find inference of guilt. 

furthermore, the jury shoul bear in mind that any such 

doubt ari.sing from lack of evidence, from conflicting testimony, 

or from question· ble proof of any p rticular fact, should be a 

doubt of a material fact essential to the proof of the guilt of 

the a.ccused £.nd not a mere doubt cone rning imm"terial and 

nonessential cireum.stances. 

If, after a reasons.ble and honest con ideration of • 11 

of the evidence, your minds rr left 1n such· state of doubt as 

to prevent you from reaching convinced belief of ·the --uil t of 

the ccused, then the common e 1th hes f"'iled to neet its burden. 

If, on the other hand, after an impartia.l and re!ison ble 

consider tion of all the evidence 1n the Cc;'.se, yo h.a e an .:biding 

conviction of the truth of the charge, you re then satisfied be­

yond all reasonable doubt. 
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Commonwealth 
vs. 

Raines 

n:STRUCTION NO. I 

The court instructs the jury that the law presumes the 

accused to be innocent until he is proven guilty beyond a reason­

able doubt, and ii there is upon the minds of the jury any reas­

onable doubt of the guilt of the accused, the law makes it their 

duty to acquit him; and you are further instructed that mere 

suspicion or probaoility of his cuilt, however strone, is not 

sufficient to convict, nor is it~ sufficient if the rreater 

weicht or preponderance of the evidence supports the char@e in the 

indictment, but to warrant his conviction his guilt must be proved 

so clearly that thee is no reasonable theory consistent with the 

evidence upon which he can be innocent. 





Commonwealth 

v. 

Luther Lee Raynes 

INSTRUCTION .2:,__ 

The Court instructs the jury that the burden rest­

ing upon the Commonwealth to prove the accused guilty 

beyond all reasonable doubt of an offense and every 

material element thereof, charged against the accused, 

does not mean that it is necessary for the Commonwealth 

to establish the guilt of the accused to an absolute 

certainty or beyond all possibility of mistake, or to 

do more than satisfy the jury that upon the evidence as 

a whole the accused is guilty thereof beyond all re­

asonable doubt. 





Commonweal th 

v. 

Luther Lee Raynes 

Instruction 

The court instructs the jury that before you can reach a 

verdict of conviction in this case you must believe from the evi­

dence beyond reasonable doubt that the accused permitted Jerry 

Wayne McDonaldson to take into his mouth the male organ of the 

accused, that is, there must have been an actual penetration by 

the penis of the accused into the mouth of the said Jerry McDon­

aldson. 
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Co.rrnnonweal th 
vs. 

Raines 

INSTRUCTI01 NO . ...!t:.. 

The court instructs the jury that, to convict the 

accused, the jury must be satisfied, beyond all reasonable 

doubt, as to the proof of every fact essential to his conviction; 

and where the evidence and the reasonable inferences therefrom 

leave any reasonaole doubt upon the mind of the jury as to the 

proof of such fact, they must find for the accused. 





Commonwealth 

v. 

Luther Lee Raynes 

INSTRUCTION S-A 
The Court instructs the jury that while flight of 

the accused from the scene of an alleged crime is not 

sufficient in itself to convict, you may take into 

consideration such flight, if proven, along with all 

the other facts and circumstances introduced in ev­

idence in the case, in arriving at your verdict. 
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Commonwealth 

v. 

Luther Lee Raynes 

INSTRUCTION j 

The Court instructs the jury that the character 

of a prisoner, when proven, whether good or bad, is a 

fact to be considered by the jury, but its weight as 

affecting the guilt or innocence of a prisoner is a 

matter for the determination of the jury, in connection 

with the other facts proven in the case. 





Commonwealth 

v. 

Luther Lee Raynes 

INSTRUCTION 

The Court instructs the jury that the credibility 

of witnesses is a question exclusively for the jury; 

and the jury have the right to determine from the 

appearance of th~ witnesses on the stand, their manner 

of testifying, the reasonableness and consistency of 

their testimony, their apparent candor and fairness, 

their apparent intelligence or lack of intelligence, 

the relationship of the witness to the parties, if any, 

the interest of the witness in the result of the trial, 

if any 'appear, and from all other surrounding circum­

stances appearing on the trial, determine which witnesses 

are more worthy of credit and what is the relative 

weight of any such testimony, and to give credit accord­

ingly. 

!/- f - J Y-
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Commonwealth 

v. 

Luther Lee Raynes 

Instruction 7 

The Court instructs the jury that any evidence of an 

earlier statement having been made by any witness, either consistent 

or inconsistent with the present testimony of such witness, cannot 

be considered as proof of the facts asserted in such previous state­

ment, but such consistency or inconsistency, if any appears, may be 

considered by you in passing upon the credibility of the witness 

and in determining the weight to be given to his present testimony. 





Commonwealth 
vs. 

Raines 

INSTRUCTION NO. -±-
The court instructs the jury that before they may 

convict the accused, they must believe from the evidence beyond 

all reasonable douot, that the accused permitted Jerry ·.1ayne 

~cDonaldson, to take into his mouth the male organ of the de­

fendant, and you are told that even though you may believe from 

the evidence that the probaoility of his guilt is preater than 

the prooability of his innocence, yet, before the accused can be 

convicted the Commonwealth must establish an actual penetration 

into the mouth of Jerry ·.vayne .McDonaldson, by the male Or[an of 

the defendant ?taines, and if the Cmmnonweal th has not proven thls 

fact from the evidence in this case, you must find the defendant 

not cuilty. 





Commonweal th 
v. 
Raynes 

INSTRUCTION NO. L 
The Court instructs the jury that in the application of circumstan­

tial evidence to the determination of the case, the utmost caution and 

vigilance should be used. Such evidence is always insufficient where, 

assuming all to be true which the evidence tends to prove, some other 

reasonable hypothesis may still be true, for it is the actual exclusion of 

every other reasonable hypothesis which invests mere circumstances with 

the force of truth. Where the evidence leaves it indifferent which of 

several hypothesis is true, or establishes only some finite probability in 

favor of one hypothesis, such evidence cannot amount to proof, however 

great the probability may be. 

Therefore, although the jury may believe from the evidence in 

this case that there is a strong probability that Luther Lee Raynes is 

guilty of the offense charged in the indictment, still, if upon the whole 

evidence, there is any other reasonable hypothesis consistent with his 

innocence, they cannot find him guilty, and this is true, although it may 

appear from the evidence that the probabilities of his guilt are greater 

than the probabilities of his innocence. 





Commonwealth 
V. 

Raynes 

INSTRUCTION NO. 

The Court instructs the jury that circumstances of suspicion 

alone, however, grave and serious, can never warrant a jury in return­

ing a verdict of guilty, and you are, therefore instructed that if the 

evidence in this case arouses in your mind a question of suspicion alone, 

it would be your duty to acquit Luther Lee Raynes. 

II- F- f" ✓ 
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Commonwealth 
v. 
Raynes 

INSTRUCTION NO. D 

The Court instructs the jury that although you may 
/'1 q_ Dona.Id .Jo '1 

believe from the evidence that the witness, Jerry Ha:slec, may 

have made an alleged confession to the Commonwealth's Attorney 

and other statements on the witness stand as to the guilt of the 

defendant, Raynes, of the charge against him in this case, still 

you cannot consider any such statements or any part thereof as 

any evidence against the defendant, Raynes, but such statements, 
/'1~ Por1"(.//J,,n 

if any were made by J-erry Hasler, can only be considered by you 
JV/~ JJ",,,,,..; ,l.1·0,, 

as going to the credibility of Jerry TT ,s ler and not as to the guilt 

of Raynes. 





Commonwealth 
v. 
Raynes 

INSTRUCTION NO. 

The Court instructs the jury that the testimony of one 

accomplice cannot be considered as being corroborated by the 

agreeing testimony of another accomplice. 

er 





Commonwealth 
v. 
Raynes 

INSTRUCTION NO. £ 

The Court instructs the jury that the testimony of one 

accomplice cannot be considered as being corroborated by the 

agreeing testimony of another accomplice. 

er 





Commonwea 1th 

v. 

Luther Lee Raynes 

INSTRUCTION 

The Court instructs the jury that if you 

believe from the evidence in this case beyond 

a reasonable doubt that Luther Lee Raynes on 

or about August 20, 1954 carnally knew Jerry 

Wayne McDonaldson by the mouth, then you 

will f~d him guilty as charged in the indict­

ment, and fix his punishment in accordance 

with the Charge to the Jury. 

J 





Commonwealth 

v. 

Luther Lee Raynes 

INSTRUCTION ---

The Court instructs the jury that in determining 

the question of the guilt or innocence of the accused, 

you may take into consideration the flight of the 

prisoner, if proven, along with all the other facts 

and circumstances introduced in evidence in the case. 

I 
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Commonwealth 

v. 

Luther Lee Raynes 

INSTRUC11ION ---
The Court instructs the jury that a reasonable 

doubt is such a doubt as may be honestly and reasonably 

entertained as to any substantial and material fact 

essential to pPove the offense charged. A 8oubt to 

be reasonable must be based upon the evidence, or that 

which is suggested by the evidence, or grows out of 

the evidence itself. It must not be an arbitrary 

doubt, without evidence to sustain it; but it must be 

serious and substantial in order to warrant an acquittal. 

It must be a doubt of some material fact or facts necessary 

for the jury to believe to find a verdict of conviction, 

and not of an immaterial and nonessential circumstance. 

J 
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TRIAL JUSTICE COURT 

Criminal 
Docket 

Com'th 

Ne.' 157GO 

V .. 

A 

J:Jl_ L~ 
Defendant ;.:.::;C.A.H. 

O..., W , Appearance Date ,fa, ..l- 'f - j-Y 

Trial Date 9 - .2..o - ..)- f 

9-20-54 Sufficient probable cause found. 
Held for action of the Grand Jury. 
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Docket No. 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 

vs. #2 
) 
) Felony 
) 

LUTHER LEE RAYNES 

(rape) 

~~~?');~, ~~~~::..____:______ __ p. d. 
Own {X ) Appointed { ) 

1954 
Oct. 11. Return of Grand Jury. 

CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VA. 





In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon___ .rr ___ Jola:y.ne ___ Mc.Dona1-d on __ WJCC e __ _ 
A@ __ J~oadca _,_,,,Mar:y Ellen Mc Dona ldsorl:~--- 1 mer Roadca;e~_J'W_~_!_!~;r-

_g~.1.-_§. ___ J'I§._~ler ..1 __ )1~J>_~l McDonB;.,ldson Lam, Lucy RoadcaP,., ___ Loretta ____ _ 

Morri_s.., ___ Jo e ___ Morri s ,_ ___ and __ Deputy __ Sheriff __ Rayne_s ______________________________________ _ 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court 

House thereof, at Wiet>°o'clock, a. m., on the ____ !J:t;J~ ___ day oL ________ N.9.Y_~~!?-~-~---------, 19 ___ $.}f 
to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against ------------------:-----------_ 
_______________________________________________ LUTHER __ LEE __ RAYNES ________________________________________________________________ _ 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony 1~. 

And this you shall not omit under pena1ty. And have then and there this Writ. 

,vitness, JcRt~Bflfffit~~[Z]~t,xf&JooxotxllllNX.Jmia:xxroxl:, at the Court House, the 
_JQ_th __ day of . ___ J)_ct_o_b.e_r ______________ , 19_5_4 __ , and in th _____ -~~:;unthe Commonwealth. 

~~~:-,_-=~~~fflC!l•ffiC 

THR SEr.YICE puss. HAR.I.JSONBtJR.Gt YA. 



Commonwealth 

v. ) ~itness Subpoena 

Luther Lee Raynes 

To Nov. 4, 1954 
at 9:00 a.m. 
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TO THE JAILOR OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY: 

Name: ---------------------------·--------------------------------------------------------Docket No. ___________________ _ 

You are hereby authorized to release from custody one: _______________________________ _ 

For the reason:·------------------·--------------------------------______________________________ -----------------------· _____ _ 

____________________________________________ 19 ________ _ 

Trial Justice, Justice of the Peace or 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 
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COMMONWEALTH VS. fc..J_/-f,/'.1 fc (! @ ~ePf~ 

DESCRIPTION OF PRISONER 

Last known address -~V~-~1_//;IL-L--11-'--r'-"';:f_,__, _ __cw=--t--• ...... ik::""-=r,---=-==-=-=-------------
1 

Color :)'V: Height ,?- ¥ Eyes ~-G,., Hair ~ Weight 

Age 1,- Y 

Marks,--i{(ri_c_ _________ _ 

Occupatio11L_f..-==..~=--,,=~~~__.___7Y'~✓.,:£~------------
Date of Tria,__~/."-'1/'-----H..,__"_J_-;L/-'--------------------------

Resul.._------, _______________________________ _ 





In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

... Mr.s ..•... R.~:u:R~n .. E.9.9.-.d.G.~P., ................................................................................................................. . 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof, 
,e,l{i1 

a -~o'clock, a. m., on the ... .5thday of. ........ N.ovembe.r., .......... 195.4. to testify and the truth to 

say in behalf of the Defendant in the proserntion of the Commonwealth against ...................................... . 

..................... ............. Lu.the.r .. .L.ee. .. R.a.YP..~.s .......................................................... : .............................. . 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony ~~ 

And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, J. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court Hoi,se, the .... 4th .......... . 
day of .... N.9.V.~filP.~J'.J .... 195.4 ... , and in thel-79tpyea f the Comm 



- I 1• 
ROCKINGHAM CuJr·, 
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Comp. Form l 8 

STATE OF VIRGINIA \ To-Wit: 

C~ OF ~ 

No. ___ _ 

CITY HARRISONBURG 
TO ANY SHERIFF OR POLICE OFFICER: 

Whereas, 
James w. Lineweaver 

has this day made complaint and information on oath before me, Jc.x:x.Gc.x_,._,,,,,,._,,,.......,,,,.,~ .... """"' ..... ~""' ..... _________ _ 

~1.-J:~~~.A...E.f~t\;,1.;~~- City (Name) 
~ ~ the said ~ thac_ _____________ _ 

(Title) Rockingham 
__________ .:.i:~~=="'-=:=:__::,:Lc::.Uf.::.cHE=R=-=LE=E=-=R=t«=-N:..cE=-S~ _________ in the sax! County 

or about 
did on/the 2 0th day ot __ A_u_gu=--_s_t _______ , 19-2.1:l: Unlawfully and feloniously 

make an assault upon Jerr! Wayne McDonaldson, a male child 7 years 

of age, and commit a chime against nature by havlhng carnal knowledge of 

the body of said child, against the peace and dignity of t~h~e ______ _ 

Commonwealth. 

These are, therefore, to command you, in the name of the Commonwealth, to apprehend and bring before the 

Trial Justice Court of the said County, the body (bodies) of the above accused, to answer the said complaint and 

to be further dealt with according to law. And you are also directed to summon 

color ____ Address ------ n 

color Address -----□ 

color __ Address __ _ ----□ 

color __ _ Address --□ 

color Address ______ _ ------□ 

as witnesses. 

4 
Given under my hand and seal, this ,,;2. f - day 
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Commonwealth 

v. 

Luther Lee Raynes 

CHARGE TO JURY 

If you find the accused, Luther Lee Raynes, guilty 

of committing Et::0/,f,,f"e~kL Ma Lore as charged in 

the indictment, you will say so and fix his punishment 

by confinement in the penitentiary for not less than one 

nor more than three years. 

If you find him not guilty, you will say so and no 

more. 
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