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Friday, N0 vember 18, 1955 

Commonwealth 

v. On en indictment for a felony (murder) 

Fred Gilbert Shifflett 

This day came the attorneyfor the commonwe 1th, and the accused, 

Fred Gilbert Shifflett, came in the custody of the sheriff of this 

county and by his attorneys, Charles A. Hammer and Ru~ sell M. Weaver. 

of rh,5 CofJAI ry 
And from persons summoned by the sheriff under writs of venire facias, 

/1. 

I 

twenty persons were examined by the court e.nd found duly qualified and 

free from exception; whereupon, a list contcining the n2.l!les of said 

twenty persons was handed to the attorney for the commonwealth and 

counsel for the accused, each alternately striking therefrom the names 

of four persons, the remaining twelve being: 

whereupon, said twelve persons were sworn to well and truly try and 

true deliverance make between the conL~onwealth and the prisoner at the 

bar and a true verdict render according to the law and the evidence. 

Thereupon, the attorney for the com:::1onwealth moved the court that the 

jury be segregated at all times during the trial of-this case; a.:ae..~ 

~he court ~rm.:1:pu:rP ordered that the jury be~·~µx±m:gHfil:'mX sequestered 

~ :Jou r~'? I 
exce~ t during ~ overnight period;.; during this trial, and the jury s 

thereupon placed in the custody of A. L. Strawderman, Sheriff, and W. A. 

s,,i tzer, Deputy Sheriff, who were s orn to well end trul r, to the best 

of their 2bility, keep the jury together,except during overnig:;;:~;i:~ 

neither speak to them nor suffer any other person 

to speak to them, touching any m tter relative to this trial. 





And having heard a portion of the evidence, thereupon this case is 

recessed until tomorrow morning at nine o' cloc]j:-.XElllx:tkRx{i:ia::icy:xmrx 

/JUL 

' V)A.,, 
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COMMONWEALTH vs.1:-,,d ~ //J. 

DESCRIPTION OF PRISONER 

Last known address _ _,_fJ_,J!.""""""4-'""':....;...p,<--:=--~-~-~--=:.-=.--------------------

Color VY Height -- / t> / /4- • yes ~ 
Marks, __ ___,:Oc.__ ____________________________ _ 

Age "1-- 3 Occupatio111-_..!.../1_r=--~~__,c__,:=-=-----=--=-· _.i-t_--=~-------------

Date of Trial,_ __ ___:_/_,_/_----'-)--=-_-_/ ....,1_.,,__!_Y_~ __ ~~;..-==~=:____L/.../.,/:___:_-~3':........:_t:;_.,,,...._~~~fJ=----





~ --------------------..,----- ~ 
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1--------------- - -- -----~--~- ----



G. H. Parent Co. F N 777 Ashland, Va. orm o. 

to-wit: 

In the Circuit Court of said county October 

The grand jurors of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in and for the body of the County 

'Term, r9 55 

of 

Rockingham , now attending the Circuit Court of the said county 

upon their oath present that FRED GILBERT SHIFFLETT 

within twelve months prior to the finding of this indictment, to-wit, on thR or a bout the 2nd day of 

October , in the year one thousand nine hundred and fifty-Yi ve and in the 
City of Harrisonburg in the 
said county, did , feloniously kill and murder one Marlene Yvonne Shifflett, 

against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Vi~ginia. 

Upon the evidence of Chief of Police Julius F. Ritchie, a 

witnessa sworn in open Court and sent to the grand jury to give evidence. 
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Commonwealth 
v. 
Shifflett 

INSTRUCTION NO. if::; J 7 
The Court instructs the jury that the law presumes the 

accused to be innocent until he is proved guilty beyond a reasonable 

doubt, and if there is upon the minds of the jury any reasonable 

doubt of the guilt of the accused, the law makes it their duty to acquit 

him, and that mere suspicion or probability of his guilt, however 

strong, is not sufficient to convict; nor is it sufficient if the greater 

weight of a preponderance of the evidence supports the charge in the 

indictment; but to warrant his conviction, his guilt must be proved 

so clearly and the evidence thereof must be so strong as to exclude 

every reasonable hypothesis of his innocence. 

But, in this connection, the Court further tells the jury that 

in cases like this where the defendant sets up the defense of insanity, 

he cannot rely simply on having raised a reasonable doubt in the 

minds of the jury as to whether he was insane at the time he com

mitted the crime as not to be responsible therefor, but the burden is 

upon him to prove this fact to the satisfaction of the jury as fairly 

results from all evidence. 

J-





' 7 < 
,,, 

Commonwealth 
V. 
Shifflett 

INSTRUCTION NO. 4 
The Court instructs the jury that if they should find from 

the evidence that the killing was done without malice, in the heat 

of passion on sufficient provocation, such killing amounts to 

voluntary manslaughter. 

~ f /4-- 1/vn,,h?'fY" ~ 

l/--vJ_J_/ 

;I JI: 
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INSTRUCTIO,N NO. Lf_ 

The Court instructs the jury that if they shal~ find, 

from the evidence, that the killing was done without malice,in the 

heat of passion, on a sufficient provocation such killing amounts 

to manslaughter only; if, however, they find the killing was done in 

the heat of passion,but on a slight and insufficient provocation 

such killing may amount to murder in the second degree 





INSTRUCTION NO. _..i.,_ 

The Court instructs the jury that if they believe, from the 

evidence, that Fred Shifflett committed the homicide charged in the 

indictment in the heat of passion, excited by a reasonable provocation 

which caused him to do the act without premeditation and yet which was 

insufficient to deprive him of the power of self control, in that case 

he is guilty of murder in the second degree, but if the provocation 

which he received was such as to reasonably deprive him of power of 

self control at the time the homicide was committed then they should 

find him not guilty of murder but manslaughter. 





v. 
SB:L'.'L ·TT 

r:~sTi-rJcT r 111 1:c . 'J,, I 

The court instructs the jury that if you believe 

from th evidence in this case that the deceased and the 

accused had been havin marital difficulties, and that the 

accus d, as a result of the same, went to the home of the 

deceased to seek a reconcilation, and that while seeking 

such reconcilation the deceas~d refused to. eed his plea, 

s a result of rhich oassion, an er, or r e ovurtook his 

state of mi~d to such an extent that there may be a reason-

able doubt as to his having done t act delio rately and 

)remeditatedly; th n t e court tells the j1r~ that t.~y 

cannot find' im :=uilt-y of mu.rd r int e irst de~ree. 

,I--





'!. 

nhe court instructs the jury that if at the time 

'Jreraedi ta tion, they cannot find him [ uil ty of murd r in 

t'1e first de[;ree. 

) 

I 

v <;: 

1/-vJ-f / 

//// 
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V. 

St:IL",. 'LE'r 

The court instructs the jury that every unlawful 

10micide is presumed by lav.r to be murder in the second 

d~cree. If th~ Corri..~onwealth would elevate ~he offense to 

murder in the first de~r~e, sne must im~rove the character

istics of that offense; t· at is, that such offense was 

committed. by the defendant by a ·willful, deliberate, and 

premeditated act prior to the shooting of thJ deceased; 

and if the priso!ler would reduce the offense, the burden 

of roof is on him. 

c- (7Y L-./7_ 

?es r 
L_, 

I/- Y7- Jj 

//1✓ 





COL 101T IBALTII 

v. 

Irs 'RUCTION No._d_ 

The court instructs ~he jury that if the ~illin[ 

of a human beine be malicious but not willful, deliberate, 

and uremeditated, then such ~dllin[ is murder in. the second 

de;:r e. 





v. 

INSTHUCr:J.' I N NC. ~ 

The jury are instructed tat, to constitute 

murder in t11.e first degree, there must be a premeditated, 

or oreviously formed desiGn to kill but it is not necessary 

that this premeditated desicn to ~ill s.ould ave existed 

for any 9ctrticular lencth of tie. It is only necessary 

that it should have a course determinately fixed on, before 

the act done, and not brou ht acout bT provocation t the 

tir1e of the act or so recently before, as not to cive time 

for reflection. 



;:_ 

( 



cm. 01' LTH 

v. 
HIFi?LEI 11l1 

INSTRUCT ION NO. 

The court instructs the jury that to constitute 

nurd r in the first Qeer~e t • prisoner must ave been 

incit6d to t' e dlling by :ri.alice, and the 'dllinc must !'lave 

been vilful, deliberate, and remeditated on the part of t.e 

wrisoner; t.at is to
1

say, that the prisoner must nave willed, 

deliberated, and premeditated tat e should ~ill the deceasea 

and t. en must have ~illed her. 





Commonwealth 

v. 

Fred Gilbert Shifflett 

CHARGE TO JURY 

If you find the accused, Fred Gilbert Shifflett, guilty of 

murder, as charged in the indictment, and that the murder was 

committed with malice aforethought, and that it was wilful, 

deliberate and premeditated, you will find him guilty of murder 

in the first degree and fix his punishment at death, or by con

finement in the penitentiary for life, or for any term not less 

than twenty years. 

If you find him guilty of murder, as charged in the in

dictment, and that the same was committed with malice aforethought, 

but that it was not wilful, deliberate and premeditated, then you 

will find him guilty of murder in the second degree, and 

fix his punishment at confinement in the penitentiary for not 

less than five nor more than twenty years. 

If you find him not guilty of murder in the first degree, 

nor of murder in the second degree, but that he killed Marlene 

Yvonne Shifflett without malice aforethought, actual or implied, 

upon sudden heat, on reasonable provocation, or in mutual combat, 

you will find him guilty of voluntary manslaughter and fix his 

punishment at confinement in the penitentiary for not less than 

one nor more than five years. 

If you find him not guilty of murder in the first degree, 

nor of murder in the second degree, nor of voluntary manslaughter, 

but find him guilty of involuntary manslaughter, you will say so 

and fix his punishment at confinement in the penitentiary for 

not less than one nor ~ore than five years, or, in your discretion, 

by a fine of not exceeding ~1,000.00, or by confinement in jail 



l 



Com. v. Fred Gilbert Shifflett --~harge to Jury-- Page 2 

not exceeding one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

If you find him not guilty, you will say so and no more. 





Commonwealth 

v. 

Fred Gilbert Shifflett 

INSTRUCTION I 
The Court instructs the jury that murder in the 

first degree is any wilful, deliberate and premeditated 

killing of one human being by another with malice. 

Murder in the second degree is the killing of one 

human being by another with malice but without being 

deliberate and premeditated. 

Voluntary manslaughter is the killing of one human 

being by another without malice, in the heat of sudden 

passion engendered or brought about by reasonable 

provocation. 





Commonwealth 

v. 

Fred Gilbert Shifflett 

INSTRUCTION V 

The Court instructs the jury that malice as applied to the 

law of homicides and used in the definitions of murder is used 

in a technical sense. It may be either express or implied. It 

includes not only anger and hatred but every unlawful and 

unjustifiable motive, denoting an action flowing from any wicked 

and corrupt motive, done with an evil mind and purpose, attended 

with such circumstances as carry in them the plain indication of 

a heart regardless of social duty and deliberately bent on 

mischief. Malice means a wrong act done intentionally without 

just cause or excuse. It may be inferred or implied from any 

deliberate and cruel act done without reasonable provocation or 

excuse, however sudden. 

The Court further instructs the jury that it is not necessary 

that malice shall have existed for any particular length of time 

and it may first come into existence at the time of the killing 

or at any previous time. 





Commonwealth 
v. 
Shifflett 

INSTRUCTION NO. 3 

The Court instructs the jury that in this case, as in all 

other criminal cases, the accused's denial of guilt raises a 

presumption of innocence in his favor and puts upon the Common

wealth the burden of proving his guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. 

If, therefore, upon consideration of the whole case, the testimony 

of the witnesses and the circumstances proven in evidence, there 

exists in the· minds of the jury a reasonable doubt of the guilt of the 

accused, they should find him not guilty . 

. fl//, 



•. 



Commonwealth 

v. 

Fred Gilbert Shifflett 

INSTRUCTION_![__ 

The Court instructs the jury that the burden resting upon 

the Commonwealth to prove the accused guilty beyond all reasonable 

doubt of an offense and every material element thereof, charged 

against the accused, does not mean that it is necessary for the 

Commonwealth to establish the guilt pf the accused to an 

absolute certainty or beyond all possibility of mistake or to do 

more than satisfy the jury that upon the evidence as a whole 

the accused is guilty thereof beyond all reasonable doubt. 



•. 

l 



Commonwealth 

v. 

Fred Gilbert Shifflett 

INSTRUCTION ._s--

The Court instructs the jury that under the indictment in 

this case, if warranted by the evidence, the jury may find any 

one of the following verdicts: 

1) That the accused is guilty of murder in the first 

degree which is punishable by death or confinement in the 

penitentiary for life or for any term not less than 20 years, or 

2) That the accused is guilty of murder in the second 

degree which is punishable by confinement in the penitentiary not 

less than 5 nor more than 20 years, or 

3) That the accused is guilty of voluntary manslaughter 

which is punishable by confinement in the penitentiary not 

less than 1 nor more than 5 years, or 

4) That the accused is not guilty. 

• 



.. 

... 



Commonwealth 

v. 

Fred Gilbert Shifflett 

INSTRUCTION 

The Court instructs the jury that a man is presumed 

to intend that which he does, or which is the immediate 

or necessary consequence of his act, and if the prisoner, 

with a deadly weapon in his previous possession, 

without any, or upon very slight provocation shot and 

killed his wife, there is a prima facie presumption 

that the prisoner is guilty of wilful, deliberate and 

premeditated killing, and the necessity rests upon him 

of showing extenuating circumstances, and unless he 

proves such extenuating circumstances, or such 

circumstances appear from the case made by the Commonwealth, 

he is guilty of murder in the first degree. 



.. 



Commonwealth 

v. 

Fred Gilbert Shifflett 

INSTRUCTION _2_ 

The Court instructs the jury that on a charge of murder, 

malice is presumed from the fact of killing. When the killing 

is proved, and is unaccompanied with circumstances of extenuation, 

the burden of disproving malice is thrown upon the accused. 

I 





Commonwealth 

v. 

Fred Gilbert Shifflett 

INSTRUCTION X 
The Court instructs the jury that to constitute a wilful, 

deliberate, and premeditated killing, it is not necessary that 

the intention to kill should exist for any particular length of 

time prior to the actual killing; it is only necessary that 

such intention should have come into existence for the first 

time at the time of such killing, or at any time previously. 





Commonwealth 

v. 

Fred Gilbert Shifflett 

INSTRUCTION _i_ 

The Court instructs the jury that in a case of 

homicide deliberation or premeditation by the accused 

may be proved like any other fact, by either direct 

or circumstantial evidence or by a combination of both; 

and if facts, surrounding circumstances and conditions 

are proven which warrant and justify an inference 

therefrom beyond a reasonable doubt of the existence 

of such deliberation or premeditation, then the same 

may be so inferred. 



/ 

--....__ 



Commonwealth 

v. 

Fred Gilbert Shifflett 

INSTRUCTION /O 

The Court instructs the jury that every homicide in 

Virginia is presumed, in the absence of other evidence, to 

be murder in the second degree, and in order to elevate the 

offense to murder in the first degree the burden is upon the 

Commonwealth; and in order to reduce the offense to manslaughter 

or to show justification or excuse for the killing, the burden 

is upon the accused to introduce evidence to show extenuating 

circumstances, or justification, unless it appears from the 

evidence of the Commonwealth. 

I 





INSTRUCTION NO. ii_ 

The Court instructs the jury that to constitute murder in 

the first degree the evidence must clearly and distinctly prove,beyond 

any reasonable doubt, that the prisoner was not only incited to the 

killing of the deceased by malice, and desperate wickedness of heart; 

but such killing must have been a willful, deliberate, and premeditated 

act on the part of the defendant; in other words at the time of the 

killing the defendant must have distinctly understood what he willed 

and intended to do; he must have also reflected and deliberated and 

premeditated that he would kill the deceased, or do her some serious 

bodily injury the probable result of which would be death. And if 

there be a reasonable doubt whether he had willed, deliberated and 

premeditated to kill the deceased or do her some serious bodily injury 

which would probably occasion her death, they ought not to find him 

guilty of murder in the first degree. 



.,. 



Commonwealth 

v. 

Fred Gilbert Shifflett 

INSTRUCTION E 
The Court instructs the jury that in determining the 

question of the guil.t or innocence of the accused, you may take 

into consideration the flight of the prisoner after the 

commission of the crime, if the same is proven)along with all 

the other facts and circumstances introduced in evidence in 

the case. 





Commonwealth 

v. 

Fred Gilbert Shifflett 

INSTRUCTION /'S 

The Court instructs the jury that the character of a 

prisoner, when proven, whether good or bad, is a fact to be 

considered by the jury, but its weight as affecting the guilt or 

innocence of a prisoner is a matter for the determination of 

the jury, in connection with the other facts proven in the case. 



"J
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Commonwealth 

v. 

Fred Gilbert Shifflett 

INSTRUCTION _d_ 

The Court instructs the jury that the credibility of 

witnesses is a question exclusively for the jury; and the jury 

have the right to determine from the appearance of the witnesses 

on the stand, their manner of testifying, the reasonableness and 

consistency of their testimony,, their apparent candor and fairness, 

their apparent intelligence or lack of intelligence, the 

relationship of the witness to the parties, if any, the interest 

of the witness in the result of the trial, if any appear, and 

from all other surrounding circumstances appearing on the trial, 

determine which witnesses are more worthy of credit and what is 

the relative weight of any such testimony, and to give credit 

accordingly. 





cm l Or .~AL'll::: 

iT 
' . 

The court instructs the jury that if they have a 

reasonable doubt as to the [rade of offens~ of ,,;rhich the 

prisoner may be suilty, t' at they shall resolve that doubt 

in his favor, and find him ruilty of the low r [rade; to 

illustrat~ if t1ey have reasonable doubt as tow et~ r he 

is cuiltJ of murder in th first degree or t.1e seccnd de--r e, 

the/ s:1.ould ... ind hi!"'. cu.ilty in the second de§_ree. If t•1ey 

'.ave reasonable doubt as to 1.vhet er he is ~uilty of murder 

i:i the s econc. de)cree or manslauehter, they s:.ould find him 

'-uil ty o· • .,.,ans aucl1.tcr, and if the r have a r as onaole doubt 

as to v1~1.eth r i.e be uil ty at o.11, t 1ey must resolve t' at 

doubt in favor of the accused and acquit him. 



r.
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C 01 IT-ON AL1'H 

V. 

'e court instructs th jur. tn t upon t trial of a 

criminal case b a jury t e 1 1r con-cemplates a concurrence 

of twelve minds in the conclusion of uilt oefore a convic

tion can be had. Not only is this true 'ith r·espect to the 

~uilt of t~e accused, but is likewise true ith respect to 

the de ree of t 11e crime. Th re fore, if ny indi victual mem-

or of th ~ur ~ after 
J ~ ' 

aving duly considered all t ~ evi-

dence in this c se, nd after consultation with his fellow 

jurors, should enttrtain a reasonabl~ douct s to the cuilt 

o~ t v aecused, or s ~o tne degree o ~h ~uilt of the 

accus-.,d, it is his duty not to s1 rrendor his own convictio:1.s 

as to tne uilt or innoc nee of tne accused, or as tot c 

derree of [Uilt, si~ply oecause the rest of t1e jury nter

tain different convictions as tote guilt or innocence or 

as to t. e decree. 1'he jurJ are1 ~·ur-c 11e-r inst1·ucted that t e 

jur; room is no place for rid of o inion or obsti~acy, out 

that it is t. l"J dutt o~ i, jurors to discuss t ~ evidenc in 

a snirit of fairness and candor Yith each oth r, and with 

oJen minds to cive car ful consid ration to the views of 

their fello,s, anQ, if it can b done witnout sacrifice of 

conscientious convictions, aLree u on a verdict. 





Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham Cpunty, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon ................... Chi.ef ... J\!.J.i.v...s .... f...~ .... ~.i.t<?.P.J .. ~ ..................... . 

to ap1'.e6r: fJ(Jore the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof, 

at Y/Xo'clock, a. m., on the ... 17 ... day of-....................................... .0.cto.b.e.r............................ 19 .. 55, 
to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth before the GRAND JURY ..................... . 

............................................................... v.s ...... FR D ... GI.LBER.T ... SHIFF.L.EI1.T ................................... . 

who stands charged with a felony 1ffl.s:d"DIIJR{JfJJOv;, 

And this yon shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, '-~~ll 

day of. ...... Octo.b.e.r .......... 19.55., and in the .. .1.8.0.t 

THE SEltVICE PRESS, HARR150NBVRG, VA. 



Commonwealth 

v.) Grand Jury Subpoena 

Fred Gilbert Shifflett 

To Oct. 17, 1955 
at 10:00 a.m. 



In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginiai_ f th C. R. 
• 0g~. o e ity of ichmond 

To the StiUi'fl:ZiKK~Ka'frilC~iy, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon ............ C ..... for-er.t_on .. Le.e ... .(.C.raig.-1!c ... L.ee. ... . 

.......................... _9.10 .. Mu tua. l ... Bui l ding) .............................................................................. . 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court 

House thereof, at 10:00 o'clock, a. m., on the ... J~ ...... day oL ........ ~S?.Y.'?.!'!1:1=!.~.~ .......... , 19 .. 2?, 
to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against ............................... . 

FR~D GILBERT SHIFFL~TT 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony mlt:N~~ 

And this you shall not omit under penalty. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, .3')ROtmr:.R:S~~~~ at the Court House, the 

J9 ......... day of ..... TIS?.Y.~~h.~.!' ............ , 19 ... 5.5., and in the....... Ith. 

THB SEJ.YICE PllSS, HAl.&.ISONaU&G, TA. 





In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon ... ... S.e.r.ge9,pJ, .. AlJ..en .. .H.ar.YJ~Y. ..................................... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B. .r. .i. <1. _g ~ v.i: a..tE? .r. ., .... v.. il. .~ ..................................................... . 

to ~p~ear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof, 

a?ii~clock, a. m., on the.18.t.laay of. ....... NO.V~WP.~.r., .............. 195.5 ... to testify and the truth to 

say in behalf of the Defendant in the prosecution of the Commonwealth against ....................................... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . f. .+ .e ~;t .. S..h;i,.. f.f .l.~ .t. t ................................................................................... . 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony #J~;x::x 

And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, J. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the ..... J.q.t:q······· 
day of ... N.ov.emb.e.r., ...... 19.5.5., and in the J.,. 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon .. .. L.~<;!.~Y. f..9+.t.Z., ... 1~.f.9Y ... .f<?.+.t.~.1. ... Q.:PJ?~r.t ..... . 

.J..~ci:r:LEl.t.t?: ... ~.~~.f..f.~.El~~l ..................................................................................................................... . 

to app$_ar before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof, 
9. • .JO 

at J4s: o'clock, a. m., on the.l.8.tbday of. ..... .N.o.V.~WP..~.+.., .............. 19 .55. to testify and the truth to 

say in behalf of the Defendant in the prosecution of the Commonwealth against ............. ~ ........................ .. 

................................ ........... Fr.ed .. S.hi.f.flett, .................................................................................... .. 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony~~ 

And this you shall not omit under penalty of £100. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, ]. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the ....... l5.t.P.: ..... 

day of .... ~O.Y.~P'.!-P.e.r.,, .... 19 ... 5..5, and in thel$.0~l)e_3' of the Com. onw,ealth. 

e~~~kin! 
f ') 



~ '9 rmv·15 195 
-=:i SHERIFPS OFFI 
i ~ ROCKINGHA 

.,;, COUNTY 
~ 

-
fJ<EClJTED./L -/6 ____ _s._.s. .. =IN THE COUNTY OF R · KJNGHAM 

BY DE IVERING A TR:Ji:: IT.~!N.. .... 1 

• J •• - '1/L 
.... ··- . ~ -

-- - ·-----............ _ 



In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon ___ .K.ennet_h __ Bo_wma.n ... an.d .. __ l[~_rnQ_r._.:S.QYfill.J.m., 

-··-----··-·····--·-·····- ·····-·--·--·-----····-····-··-·---····----·-·-··--··-··-·-··--·-JJ) , ·t.~·-·· "·'- -' ··-···· 6-d .... h, -····-··-···--··· 

to appear befor 9:t~1) Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court 

House thereof, at iiitJtJ o'clock, a. m., on the.18-th._day oL __ . __ Nos.emb.e.r _ _, ...... __ ., 19 ... .5_!5, 
to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against ··--·-··--··-···-···--······-··· 

-········-·······---·----···-···-----·--·--··i.'·r..e_d . .S_hif.fle.tt ....... --... ___ ...... _._._. _____ ... ___ .... _._··-·--··---·····-·-····-··-··· 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felonyB~i:fEffill;jIDK: 

And this you shall not omit under penalty. And have then and there this Writ. 

,vitness, J. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the 

.1.7.th .. day of .... _N.av.eru.be_r., .. -···-··• 19.5.5 .. , and ·n the],._$..0:t~ar of the Commonwealth. 

THB SEIi.VICE PttEss. }IAR.&UONBUllG. VA. 



COP¥., OF THE WITHI 1 'M b~ dh 
TO~'i/ .,,7;/:i £t,,_, ~ r< -~~ 
I.N PERSON • 

..._...,.__/;) ____ ;;;.._;;;=-..,,_,.-~ 



In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon ... .K.enn.e.th .. Bo.wma.n ... a.nd .... V:~.r;nQ.+. ... :S.QYWJ..?Jl, 

·······································································•··················•lJJ.1:t.~.... .1 •••.•.•• Y:i:!.!'...~.~ . ............... . 

to appear befor9l~n Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court 

House thereof, at i.itJtJ o'clock, a. m., on the.18.th .. day oL ..... No.~.emb.e.r.~·········• 19 ... .5.~, 
to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against ............................... . 

............................................. .E.:r.e..d . .S.hif.fle.t.t .......................................................................... . 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony~i¥"~:iK 

And this you shall not omit under penalty. And have then and there this Writ. 

,vitness, J. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Court, at the Court House, the 

.l7.th .. day of ..... N.o.v:e.m..be.r.-, ......... , 19.55., and ·11 thel~H):t~ar of the Commonwealth . 

..... ~ ... , ...... ~ ................ , Clerk 

THI SEIi.ViCE PllE55 0 HAIUUSONaUJ.G, VA. 





In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockif7~ County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon _____________ ~-~~--- .t-~~--------------------------------

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court 
q: 01> d 

House thereof, at~ o'clock, a. m., on the_/_4 _______ day 0L4/_r ________________________ , 19_[_~-

to testify and the truth to say in bdgl~f of 1e C~n /,~th aga ·ns~;;~-z;-·-----------------

----------------------------------------------------------· ~- -----------------~ -----·---------------------!l'J::..~---------------------------

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony misdemeanor. 

And this you shall not omit under penalty. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, J. ROOERT S\1\11TZER, el:erk «;f om said CcJITft the Court House, the 
_ _f___J-____ day of . ____ ,(V.°£7!_, _________________ , 195:'S, and il-t e __ ,f"__c 

THI! SRI.VICK Puss. HAl.1.JSONBU&G, YA. 



,-

SECUTEDll-12-~"' IN THE COUNTY 01' 

ROCKINGHAM BY DELI 

co 

ROCKINGHAM COUN1Y 



In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

to appear before t~.-&51ge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the co5g 
House thereof, at 10:~'clock, a. m., on the ___ ~~----·--day oL_·-------~-~::'.~-~~-~-~---····-, 19 ...... , 

to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against ··-------···············--·----· 
FRED GILBERT SHIFELETT, 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony ~~~ . 

And this you shall not omit under penalty. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, J~:K+~:tela:ltlSifC~X~R\iX, ~ at the Court House, the 

.. J1 ....... day of .. ··-~-~Y-~~"!-?-~!_ ........... , 19?..~ ... , d in the J .. year f the Common we Ith. ,._ __ 
~ 

TH8 SRI.YICB PUSS, HA&aISONBUllG, 'YA. 



JW;CU~ //i~6--:.l~ THE COUN'1.Y 01 

ROCKil r .. , L~ ..JEuT ~pr,Jn. fl. rr'QP 

corr -- , .... .,...,., 5P..Jli.JYu:'J'J-

TO _f ,Lv,,;d,,.,J _5\.~ Y l..cJ·r -. --
r.~ ,J .. , I J ,! 9. J.A,t,')'n-"'"...,o.¥, -E✓ 

--L-~"r-F 

COUNTY 







J. , ·- rJ 
Not finding.... .i.~.~.1.~ .. i1 .. J.e..iJ'.i ..... ~.~.t;.A.t.~ .. ~.:~ ........ at his usual 

• ) - l O·· $ ~ ~ · ,.· (1 lace of abode, Executed ........ J. . ............................................ by delivc-m., a 

me copy of th.isSv.b . . .l~'.i..0.'>') . .~J..~T(.V.1? ..... B9-.k!.h1.~ ......... . 

_}.L~ .... :f~t.h .. ~~r ·:1,, y,.r ''~1
.~ .... i~.~.!!.J3 .... ~.~l.~.~···· 

sual place of abodc.}lt\r.(~.S ..... )Jo )'Yi~".'rl ..... .. , b~iu-; a m • .'-.·of 
ris family above the , e of 16 y , r , .. _d e. ,-,1 i in.i, d1...: pl • c::-t ..ii.rcof 

0 her. A. L. TR M ER AN 
-·····--------------------------------------------------------------------------------·-···-~~ it. c. 

Deputy Sheriff..e., .. 1 .. -.. ~-A.b:').".'~~··························-·· 





In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon_v.: __ .J .... ~.9.hJ.'?J ... ~.:f. .. l.~.:!:?:-.yi···~~!.!~~ .. -····-·· 

i!·!~h-t:t~:~·;····E-r-p✓~~·r!t:~-tr&mtn~·~J}·%fr:.:-~:.;-ti~ .. ,Bo~~~~~~.~~.---· 
·····✓·············--·-···································-·····-········-·········-··············--····\I( ··-·········u··········-···················· 
6) Sgt .. E. Martin; 7) Deputy Sheriff M. L. noover; 
····················-·-·-···y-;: ································-···························-·-·······-·-·····-·····-···········} •••••••••••••••··•••• 

BL .... Of fie er ... Gifford .. Joseph.;_ ... 9 ) ...... Dr .•... F .• L • ... _Byers ; ... 10 ·····················--·· 

v Emory .. Shif f.let t ····················-•················ ····························-···································-···· 

. C(~ 
to appear before l:·oJ@udge of the Circuit Court of Rock.ingham County, at the Court 
House thereof, at . o'clock, a. m., on the .... L8t.hday of.. ........ N.QY.~m.1?.~~ ... _ .... _, 19 .. _~5, 
to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the Commonwealth against ······-·······-················· 

·····················-······-··············· FRED .. GILB .. RT ... SHIFFLETT ..................................................... . 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony TJl::S♦MAA&♦ 

And this you shall not omit under penalty. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, J:- flflEl~~,H.xjlxfit.x(hobnfJ,coo:1t~:;(';Q~, at the Court House, the 

.-9th._ .. day of ...... NO.Y.e.mb~.:r ........ -.. , 19.5-5. .. , and in oft e Comma 

THE SEJ.VJCE PRESS, HAR.IUSONBlJRG 0 VA. 
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TRIAL JUSTICE COURT 

Criminal 
Docket 

Com'th 

N<.> 19129 

V. 

f.tW • Appearance Date / C> - .5 -

A 

t!d::;;;:.l ~_,/r, .. $JnA' 

<T----• d"'"" ;".R.f• 4' 
Trial Date 

f 

I 

Indicted by Grand Jury and case disposed 
of October Term 1955. 





YI\ ·~11neH::>NA1 ·o:> ,,3& 'cl ... 6581 03HS11BYl.S3 





....... , .... -.. "' . . .. . .. .. .. .. -.... . . .. --..... ., ... - .,, .... .., ... .. ... ... . _..,.._,,_,. 

Comp. Form 18-A 

To-Wit: No. ______ _ 

TO ANY SHERIFF OR ICER: 

Whereas, -----,<-1------'--l#---l ~ _.., -'dl-+l'f----..+~--

on oath before me, 

\D-~,__,._m,..a""n~n the name of the Commonwealth, to apprehend and bring before the 

Trial Justice Court of t Co nty, the body (bodies) of the above accused, to answer the said complaint and 

These are. therefor 

to be further dealt with according to law. And you are also directed to summon 

color 

color 

color 

color 

color 

as witnesses. 

Given under my hand and seal, this 

____ Address 

Address 

Address 

____ Address 

Address 

---------------□ 

---------------□ 

-----------------□ 

---------------□ 

----------·----□ 



STATE OF VIRGINIA-COUNTY 0----------------------, to-wit: 

1, ___________________ a Trial J uatice 
Justice of the Peace in and for the County aforesaid, State of Virginia, do certify 

that ------------------------------------------------------

and-------------------------. as his sure ___ _ have this day each acknowledied themselves indebted 

to the Commonwealth of Viriinia in the sum of ----------------------------------- Dollars 

, ________ ), to be made and levied of their respective goods and chattels, lands, and tenements to the use of the Commonwealth to 

be rendered, yet upon this condition: That the said. _________________ _, shall appear before the . Circui.t Court 
Trial Justice 

of--------------------- County, on the ________ day o._ _____________ , 12....__, 

at ------ M., at~-------,,--,----,,-,-----• Virginia, and at any time or times to which the proceedings may be continued 
or further heard, and before any court thereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with the charge in this warrant, to answer 
for the offense with which he is charged, and shall not depart thence without the leave of said court, the said obligation to remain in full force 
and effect until the charge is finally disposed of or until it is declared void by order of a competent court; and upon the fu"rther condition that 

the said-------------------- shall kel'p the peace and be of good behavior for a period o,,__ _______ days 
from the date hereof. 

Given under my hand, this, ________ day of _______________ _ 19 __ _ 

--------------T. ]., }. P. 
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Docket No. ,$ oa~ 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 

vs. 
) 
) Felony (murder) 
) INDI C1'MENT 

.FRED GILBERT SRIFPLETT 

Charles A. Hammer 
---------------P• d. 

Own ( x ) Appointed ( ) 

1955 ~ 
Oct. 17. Return of Grand jury. --1-;::(o 

Arraigned; plea n.g. and 
set for Nov. 18. ~ / --f_,J..... 

CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VA. 
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Docket No. ~ o.f:l . .~ 4w 

10C1 1.JtiS 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 

vs. )) Felony murder J 
) INDICTM.i'.:NT 

FRED GILBERT SHIEEL~TT 
I 

Charles A. Hanu~er--H.M.we ver 
Own ( x ) Appointed ( ) 

p. d. 

1955 
Oct. 17. Heturn of Gr2nd Jury. __!-;

vi 

Arraigned, plea n.g. and 
set for Nov. 18. __!-,;; 

1..-. 1r r7~· >'-<:,'. rt'Y "1 _ 

~i~~,vj7.;o 
~-If-~~/ 
/flu. P's,~~.>'-. 

~ i~-,ffo~-~ 
~-'P~-tl.~~?t;J~ 
~- -/.::+,,~.~d• -~~ 
~ . .5 0, ~t:. ~ ~ 
~ .,_ ~ 
~- ~jl-· 

CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VA. 
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