
I, Elizabeth o. Maston , the accused in the attached warrant, 
in open court, before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham 
County, Virginia, do voluntarily waive indictment on the said charge 
of murder, aiding and abetting . 

Given under my hand this 10th day of __ F~e~b~r ___ u~a~r-y ___ , 195__L. 

Witness: 





COtllp. Form 18 

STATE OF VIRGINIA l To-Wit: 
~ OF Harrisonourg f 

No., _____ _ 

City 
TO ANY SHERIFF OR POLICE OFFICER: 

Whereas, ____ Clt_~_i_e_s_E_._Ea_rm_an_..L.._J---=-r_._,,,___C_o_mm_o_n_w_e_a_l_t_h_s_A_t_t_or_n_e-'y"---------

has this day made complaint and information on oath before me, ____ J_o_hll __ G_•_Le_ak_e ________ _ 
City (Name) 

Justice of The Peace of the said D:D!lJ:, tha,c_ _____________ _ 
(Title) 

ID.izabeth o. Bastoa RockinghaJI 
______ in tbex:D:tl County 

2fltll January r'8 and feloniouslv, did on th, ________ day of__________ ___ 19_='_: Unlawfully _________ ., __ 

aid and abet Kemper N. Maston kill and murder one Diane Maston, their daughter, a 

minor female child, to-wit: the age of 8 months, against the peace and dignity of 

the Conmonweal. th of Virginia 

These are, therefore, to command you, in the name of the Commonwealth, to apprehend and bring before the 
Rockin g)lam 

County Court of t~ County, the body (!Jmtxs) of the above accused, to answer the said complaint and to be 

further dealt with according to law. And you are also directed to summon: 

color Address ______________ __j, 

color Address __________ _ ---□ 

color Address ---------------□ 

color Address _____ , __ _ ----□ 

color Address---------------□ 

as witnesses. 

2lot ~:ua~. Given under my hand and seal, this _____ day of __ :~-=-A-----,H'£_-,£,~_-;:;:;;;---,=---H-L:__ __ _, 

✓ JU srfct tnt1 Hl1EAcE 

19 58 

(Seal) 



STATE OF VIRGINIA-COUNTY OF _________________ _ to-wit: 

I, . ------------------- .a Judge of rhe County Court 
Justice of the Peace 

in and for the County afo.resaid, State of Virginia, do certify 

that 

and ---------------------------, as his suret _____ , have this day each acknowledged themselves indebted 

to the Commonwealth of Virginia in the sum of-------------------------------------- Dollars 

($, ________ ), to be made and levied of their respective goods and chattels, land~, and tenements to the use of the Commonwealth to 

be rendered, yet upon this condition: That the said ___________ ~---------, shall appear before the Circuit 
County 

Court 

of County, on the ______ _ day of _____________ ~ 19 ___ , 

at _______ M., at ________________ ,Virginia, and at any time or times to which the proceedings may be continued 
or further heard, and before any court thereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with the charge in this warrant, to answer 
for the offense with which he is charged, and shall not depart thence without the leave of said court, the said obligation to remain in full force 
and effect until the charge is finally disposed of or until it is declared void by order of a competent court; and upon the further condition that 

the said -------------------- shall keep the peace artd be of good behavior for a period of 
from the date hereof. Nonappearance shall be deemed to constitute a waiver of trial by jury. 

___________ ,days 

Given under my hand, this _______ _ 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon 

.................................................................. SHERIFF .. H.O.OVER. . 

................................................................. DR ..... F .... .L .•... BYERS ..... 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thcr•eof, at 9 :30 

o'clock, a. 111., on the . J.,$1J:lay of }1a.r.c:J:i ............ , 19.5.~ , to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the 

Commonwealth b,e~•~he-Gl'tl.tt&-f11ry, against ........ ELIZABEI'H .. MAS.T.ON. . ................................................................... . 

who stands charged with and indicted for a felony rni-3tleme'<m61": 

And this you shall not omit under penalty. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, CHARLES E. EARMAN, JR., Commonwealth's Attorney for Rockingham County and the City of 

Harrisonburg, Virginia, at the 
of the Commonwealth. 

Court House, the 18.t.b ... of . . F~.o.ruary .... , 1958 , 

~~ ..... c ..... ~~ 
Commonwealth's o 
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COMMONWEALTH 

v. 
ELIZABEI'H MASTON 

CHARGE TO JURY 

If you find the accused guilty of aiding and abetting in the 

murder of Diane Maston, as charged in the warrant, and that the 

murder was committed with malice aforethought, and that it was 

willful, deliberate and premeditated, you will find her guilty of 

murder in the first degree and fix her punishment at death, or by 

confinement in the penitentiary for life, or for any term not less 

than twenty years. 

If you find her guilty of aiding and abetting in the murder 

of Diane Maston, as charged in the warranj, and that the same was 

committed with malice aforethought, but that it was not willful, 

deliberate and premeditated, then you will find her guilty of murder 

in the second degree, and fix her punishment at confinement in the 

penitentiary for not less than five years nor more than twenty years. 

If you find her not guilty of murder in the first degree, nor 

of murder in the second degree, but that she aided and abetted in the 

killing of Diane Haston, as charged therein, without malice afore

thought, actual or implied, upon sudden heat, you will find her 

guilty of aiding and abetting in the voluntary manslaughter of Diane 

Maston and fix her punishment at confinement in the penitentiary 

for not less than one year nor more than five years. 

If you find her not guilty of murder in the first degree, nor 

of murder in the second degree, nor of voluntary manslaughter, but 

find her guilty of aiding and abetting in the involuntary manslaughter 

of Diane Maston, as further charged in the warrant, you will say so 

and fix her punishment at confinement in the penitentiary for not less 

than one year nor more than five years, or, in your discretion, by 

a fine not exceeding One Thousand Dollars, or by confinement in 

jail not exceeding one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

If you find her not guilty, you will say so and no more. 
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 

) 
VS. WARRANT ) Felony (aiding and 

) abetting--
murder) 

ELIZABETH O MASTON 

_Don_......___._.~ ............. ..__ ________ p. d. 
Own ( ) Appointed ( x) 

1958 
February 17. Indictment &c. waived; 

2ccused arraigned 2nd plea n.g.; 
Cc se set for Acrch 13. 10/; 
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