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The Court instructs the jury that the mere violation
of one or more of the statutes prescribing "The Rules of
the Road"™ or mere negligence is not sufficient to constitute
the offense of reckless driving, and unless the proof dis-
closes beyond a reasonable doubt that the act charged is of
such reckless, wanton or flagrant nature as to show utter
disregard of the safety of others under circumstances likely

to cause injury then you must find the accused not guilty,
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The Court instructs the jury that the mere violation

INSTRUCTION NO,

of one or more of the statutes prescribing "The Rules of

the Road" or mere negligence is not sufficient to constitute
the offense of reckless driving, and unless you believe be-
yond a reasonable doubt that the defendant was driving his
vehicle carelessly and heedlessly in willful or wanton dis-
regard of the rights and safety of others under circumstances

likely to cause injury then you must find the accused not

guilty,
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If you find the accused guilty of reckless driving, as
charged in the warrant, you will say so and fix his punishment
by a fine of not less than Ten Dollars nor more than One
Hundred Dollars, or by imprisonment in jail for not more than
thirty days, or, in your discretion, by both such fine and im-
prisonment.

If you find him not guilty, you will say so and no more.
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The Court instructs the jury that reckless driving is the
driving of a vehicle at a speed, or in a manner so as to endanger

or be likely to endanger life, 1limb or property.
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The Court instructs the jury that the law presumes
every person charged with crime to be innocent until the
Commonwealth has established his guilt by evidence so strong,
so clear, and so conclusive, that there is left in the minds
of the jury no reasonable doubt as to his guilt, This pre-
sumption is an abiding presumption, and goes with the accused
through the entire case and applies at every stage thereof
until repelled by proof, And in this connection the jury is
instructed that it is never sufficient that the accused, upon
speculative theory or conjecture may be guilty; or that by the
preponderance of the testimony his guilt is more probable than
his innocence; for until his guilt has been proved beyond all
reasonable doubt, the presumption of innocence still applies,

and they must acquit him,
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In considering whether or not the Commonwealth has met its
burden of proving the guilt of the accused beyond reasonable
doubt, the Court instructs the jury that you should not overlook
the word "reasonable" nor its meaning., A reasonable doubt is a
doubt which is founded on reason, and is not to be confused with
imaginable or possible doubt, for the law does not say that a
man must be proved guilty beyond every imaginable, conceivable or
possible doubt.

In passing upon the sufficiency of the proof of the charge,
the jury must limit its consideration to the evidence presented
at the trial of this case, including the natural and reasonable
inferences to be drawn therefrom. The jury cannot go beyond such
evidence to create doubt, nor can you go beyond such evidence
to find inferences of guilt. |

Furthermore, the jury should bear in mind that any doubt
arising from lack of evidence, from conflicting testimony or
from questionable proof of any particular fact, should be a doubt
of a material fact essential to the proof of the guilt of the
accused and not a mere doubt concerning immaterial and nonessen-
tial circumstances.

If, after a reasonable and honest consideration of all of
the evidence, your minds are left in such a state of doubt as
to prevent you from reaching a convinced belief of the guilt of
the accused, then the Commonwealth has failed to meet its burden.

If, on the other hand, after an impartial and reasonable
consideration of all the evidence in the case, you have an abiding
conviction of the truth of the charge, you are then satisfied

beyond all reasonable doubt.
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The Court instructs the jury that the violation of one

INSTRUCTION

or more of the rules of the road or mere negligence is not
sufficient to constitute the offense of reckless driving, and
unless you believe beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant
was driving his vehicle recklessly in disregard of the rights
and safety of others under circumstances likely to cause injury,

then you must find the accused not guilty.
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The Court instructs the jury that the credibility of witnesses
is a question exclusively for the jury; and the jury have the right
to determine from the appearance of the witnesses on the stand,
their manner of testifying, the reasonableness and consistency
of their testimony, their apparent @andor and fairness, their
apparent intelligence or lack of intelligence, the relationship
of the witnesses to the parties, if any, the interest of the wit-
ness in the result of the trial, if any appear, and from all other
surrounding circumstances appearing on the trial, which witnesses
are more worthy of credit and what is the relative weight of any

such testimony and to give credit accordingly.
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia:
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting:

You are hereby commanded to summon

.............................................................. TR RTINS MR e

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof, at 9:30
o’clock, a. m., on the ... 26thday of October. ... , 19...5.9 to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the

Commonwealth befere +he-Grand Juny, against DUANE EMIL, SAM

who stands charged with mrd=indicted -for-a fetorry misdemeanor.
And this you shall not omit under penalty. And have then and there this Writ.
Witness, CHARLES E. EARMAN, JR., Commonwealth’s Attorney for Rockingham County and the City of

Harrisonburg, Vinginia, at the Court House, the. 13thof ... Ogtober ... , 19;,

, and_in the 184th
of the Commonwealth. M {
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Commonwealth’s Attorney
v ’/’
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CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VA.
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