
COMMONWEALTH 

Vo 

DUANE E. SAM 

INSTRUCTIOO NOO ---

The Court instructs the jury that the mere violation 

of one or more of the s ta tu tes prescribing rrThe Rules of 

the Roadrr or mere negligence is not sufficient to constitute 

the offense of reckless driving, and unless the proof dis

closes beyond a reasonable doubt that the act charged is of 

such reckless, wanton or flagrant nature as to show utter 

disregard of the safety of others under circumstances likely 

to cause injury then you must find the accused not guilty 0 
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CCMMONWEALTH 

Vo 

DUANE E. SAM 

INSTRUCTION NOO 7 
----

The Court instructs the jury that the mere violation 

of one or more of the statutes prescribing "The Rules of 

the Roadn or mere negligence is not sufficient to constitute 

the offense of reckless driving, and unless you believe be

yond a reasonable doubt that the defendant was driving his 

vehicle carelessly and heedlessly in willful or wanton dis

regard of the rights and safety of others under circumstances 

likely to cause injury then you must find the accused not 

guiltyo 
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COMMONWEALTH 

v. 
DUANE fll IL SAM 

CHARGE TO JURY 

If you find the accused guilty of reckless driving, as 

charged in the warrant, you will say so and fix his punishment 

by a fine of not less than Ten Dollars nor more than One 

Hundred Dollars, or by imprisonment in jail for not more than 

thirty days, or, in your discretion, by both such fine and im

prisonment. 

If you find him not guilty, you will say so and no more. 





COMMONWEALTH 

v. 
DUANE EMIL SAM 

INSTRUCTION 
I 

----

The Court instructs the jury that reckless driving is the 

driving of a vehicle at a speed, or in a manner so as to endanger 

or be likely to endanger life, limb or property. 





COMMONWEALTII 

v. 

DUANE E. SAM 

INSTRUCT! ON NOO V 
---

The Court instructs the jury that the law presumes 

every person charged with crime to be innocent until the 

Commonwealth has established his guilt by evidence so strong, 

so clear, and so conclusive, that there is left in the minds 

of the jury no reasonable doubt as to his guilto This pre

sumption is an abiding presumption, and goes with the accused 

through the entire case and applies at every stage thereof 

until repelled by proof O And in this connection the jury is 

instructed that it is never sufficient that the accused, upon 

speculative theory or conjecture may be guilty; or that by the 

preponderance of the testimony his guilt is more probable than 

his innocence; for until his guilt has been proved beyond all 

reasonable doubt, the presumption of innocence still applies, 

and they must acquit him. 
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C 0}1} ONWEALTH 

v. 
DU NE El IL S H 

INSTRUCTION 

In considering whether or not the Commonwealth has met its 

burden of proving the guilt of the accused beyond reasonable 

doubt, the Court instructs the jury that you should not overlook 

the word "reasonable" nor its meaning. reasonable doubt is a 

doubt which is founded on reason, and is not to be confused with 

imaginable or possible doubt, for the law does not say that a 

man must be proved guilty beyond evezy imaginable, conceivable or 

possible doubt o 

In passing upon the sufficiency of the proof of the charge, 

the jury must limit its consideration to the evidence presented 

at the trial of this case, including the natural and reasonable 

inferences to be drawn therefrom. The jury cannot go beyond such 

evidence to create doubt, nor can you go beyond such evidence 

to find inferences of guilt. 

Furthermore, the jury should bear in mind that any doubt 

arising from lack of evidence, from conflicting testimony or 

from questionable proof of any particular fact, should be a doubt 

of a material fact essential to the proof of the guilt of the 

accused and not a mere doubt concerning inm1aterial and nonessen

tial circumstances. 

If, after a reasonable and honest consideration of all of 

the evidence, your minds are left in such a state of doubt as 

to prevent you from reaching a convinced belief of the guilt of 

the accused, then the Commonwealth has failed to meet its burden. 

If, on the other hand, after an impartial and reasonable 

consideration of all the evidence in the case, you have an abiding 

conviction of the truth of the charge, you are then satisfied 

beyond all reasonable doubt. 





COMMONWEALTH 

v. 
DUANE B. SAJ.i 

INSTRUCTION ---

The Court instructs the jury that the violation of one 

or more of the rules of the road or mere negligence is not 

sufficient to constitute the offense of reckless driving, and 

unless you believe beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant 

was driving his vehicle reclclessly in disregard of the rights 

and safety of others under circumstances likely to cause injury, 

then you must find the accused not guilty. 





COMMONWEALTH 

v. 
DUANE fil IL SA1' 

INSTRUCTION 

The Court instructs the jury that the credibility of witnesses 

is a question exclusively for the jury; and the jury have the right 

to determine from the appearance of the witnesses on the stand, 

their manner of testifying, the reasonableness and consistency 

of their testimony, their apparental.ndor and fairness, their 

apparent intelligence or lack of intelligence, the relationship 

of the witnesses to the parties, if any, the interest of the wit

ness in the result of the trial, if any appear, and from all other 

surrounding circumstances appearing on the trial, which witnesses 

are more worthy of credit and what is the relative weight of any 

such testimony and to give credit accordingly. 
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\.. .. /7 

~·7 ,?/ ~ / / ",I _y-.,./ /? / 
M //,, .,r ,,!/ /_IP You are hereby summoned lo appear In the ,9 

/,/4 ,:_f, ., ,J "zh' ,'-'///'I J·' .[_,,/ , .... ~/ /, ,: , , .. ,,.. ' ·' .. 
County Court al / ..; ,._, ,t./ ,I;,, --- , , z: 
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p ., . cv .. , ,/ PM. lo answer for violating the motor vehicle laws of Virginia, to wl!: Oll 

7 
C .,.. 

Chauffeurs 
Reckless Drivln9JJ/,. Speedwg MPH It> a M'PHZone D No Operators License D llil'gal □ 

Other .. □ 

I hereby promise lo Jppear al the time =2 place specified above Summons Issued under Title 46-Sectlon 193, Code of Virginia. 

I ,. w Failure to comply with this summons conslllulea a separate 
Defendanrs 

4
/ , / / -~/ ~-/ ...,,_.,, _, ,I,, A • -~ ,,, offense, 

Signature ' ,,. • . / ,,1 1/ / / _, / --~..1· ✓• I _,./ 
~ 

Trooper Shield No. 

•~J , ,,</, _,,_,/,,.-_,,,.,/.,.,<' ,..~,,..,,,./,. .. All traffic fines for State violations are paid Into the Literary 

',"'7, "" Fund for EducatlonaJ purposes. 
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GUi\ty ar.c1 f-;.ne the deferci.ant twenty aollars and costs. r1-2~;-59. 

1/~M> ;iibst :-Joof,,i; 

A11per> L notea qn t .; anted tr-~ s 25tr ._,ay of \u.gust, 19S9, to the Ch" ''it 
Co· 1·t of J:locd11 tiam County. 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon . 

....... TR. •.... J ... N .•... WIMER ............................................................................................................. . 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Court of Rockingham County, at the Court House thereof, at 9:30 

o'clock, a. m., on the ... 2.6th day of Oct.ob er , 19 5 9 to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the 

Commonwealth bG4oc~41:T6-GM.H4;eH.,,-, against . .D.VAN'E.! ... JW:r:i ... $Af.L ........................................................................... . 

who stands changed with ;n1'd-inctitred-fcn-a:- ieimry misdemeanor. 

And this you shall not omit under penalty. And have then and there this Writ. 

Witness, CHARLES E. EARMAN, JR., Commonwealth's Attorney for Rocking,ham County and the City of 

Harrisonburg, Vinginia, at the Court House, the J.,PJ.tlof .09..t.Ob~.r...... . ...7~11 the 184th 

of the Commonwealth. ~ ~ ,., £'.'." a-

.. i ........................ ~ ..................................... .. 
Commonwealth's Attorney 
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 

) 
VS. ) Misdr. ( appeal) 

) 

DUANE EMIL SAM 

~/~ <Y~J/ 
• oJ'n { X) Appointed { ) 
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1959 
September J.1+. Docketed. 

CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VA. 
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