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SOUTHWESTERN STATE HOSPITAL 

MARION, VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 

MENTAL HYGIENE AND HOSPITALS 

January 1, 1953. 

Mr. J. Robert Switzer, Clerk, 
Circuit Court of Rockin~ham County, 
Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Re: Chester Pence. 

Dear Mr. Switzer: 

I am enclosing in duplicate a report to the Court 
concerning the mental condition of the above-named. 

It will be appreciated if you will transmit the 
original to Judge Hlaas and retain the copy for your 
files. 

JRB/ft 

Enc. 2 

Very truly yours, 

~ ,I( 41..J_,,.;I c.. 

Joseph R. Blal,ock, M. D., 
Superintendent. 

JOSEPH R, BLALOCK, M. D. 

SUPERINTENDENT 
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SOUTHWESTERN STATE HOSPITAL JOSEPH R. BLALOCK 1 M. D, 

MARlON, VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 

MENTAL HYGIENE AND HOSPITALS 

January 1, 1953. 

Honorable Hamilton Haas, Judge, 
Circuit Court of Rockingham County, 
Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Re: Chester Pence. 

Dear Judge Haas: 

The above-named was admitted to this hospital on January 6, 1950, 
having been committed for observation by your Court. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

A report was submitted on May 16, 1950, in which it was stated that 
we found him to be mentally subnormal and that the diagnosis was 
''Without psychosis, mental deficiency-moron; 11 that his intelligence 
quotient was 56; and that while he had the ability to distinguish 
between right and wrong he was sufficiently limited in his mental 
capacity and in his ability to restrain from making sexual advances 
to make it likely that he would continue to be a problem in the 
community. It was recommended that care in this institution be 
continued for the near future, that a program of decreasing super
vision be followed, and that a subsequent report or recommendation 
be made dependent on his progress. 

This young man has continued to work under supervision about the 
hospital and to be of use in one of the kitchens and on the farm. 
His oehavior for the most part has been satisfactory, but there have 
been some indications from time to time of sexual interest. 1fe still 
feel that if he were to live in the community this would be a problem, 
and in view of the whole picture we would now consider him as "feeble
minded 11 and not responsible. 

Our recommendations would be that he continue on here under hospital 
supervision. 

JRB/ft 

Respectfully, 

L_~J. ~--~~
a:s~;-;--Blalock, M. D., 

Superintendent. 
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Hono b ·llton s, .r g , 
ci~c it Court of ockin~ham ount, 
Harrisonburg, Virgir. a. 

The ·}o,e-nro~ed wag a 
having oe0n com:-j.f,ted. 

Re: Chester Fence. 

,itt.ed to ti.is 110 pita1 or. J,l.l"uary 6, 1950, 
or ohserv1tion by your C3urt. 

A .eport s sub::litt don Pay 16, 1950, in which it as st ted that 
we found hin to • e mcnLnll,7 subnor ~1 ar;,: t:w.t t.he d-J..,: ;:•o s rtts 
11 'ithout. ps· chosi , mental de cien -1:oronj II that his int.elli 1er,ce 
q1.10'...ient. •r,;ao 56; and th t ;~ile he, had tli- abi ity to d.1 stingut h 
• twoe. ri,. ,t and ~ ron ~ z,e wa3 sufficiently 1 • t•_ed i1.~s raontal 
Cu!Ja.cit and in .L ability to 1-ed:-0:.1. '".rorr. "·iki .; 301-.ual adva.~ c 3 

to ;ri...ke it likel.t nr t he wou:d c ... ntL1Uo to he ?.. problem in the 
com•,;unit.r. It wa.i:; reco .. 1.,nded • hat c 1 e in t!1is ir:stitut~ on e 
con~in ed for l:,h .... near future, the,t a pl~or~r;;. of lec:.~eaGing su. er
vlsion be followed, r..nd that a $ub3e·1Dent rc?Or':. or rcco, .oncht"on 
be made depen ~nt on his progress. 

Thi yo 6 an has continue t work bcut the 
hospital anrl to oe o ,¾" e in one O.!. t · • L CuE>ns and on the far . 
. -iis ;enavior for the mo3t part. h s been 3~ ti□ f'1ctorJ, but ther have 
been some indications .... ro'il t:Lnie to t:r:-e o:. ~H-,..,, ral interest. ,, · st 11 
fee 1 th t if he w.,re ... o live in t.he com.c::.unit., this wr~uld be a prob em, 

d in viev o t'1e wbole picture we would now consi • r h:lm as " eeDle
r:linded11 and not re pon.,,i le. 

Our reco• mend tions would be th t h, contir.1 , on her un..,er hospital 
supervision. 

JRB/ft 

Respectfully, 

~~~~· 
f/~os~p~ fi. n1a·ock, M. D., 

Su rint ndent. 
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11/14/49-

Commonwealth 

vs. On a warrant charging a felony (attempted rape) 

Chester Pence 

This day came the atturney for the comJllonwea.Lth, and 

the accused, @hester Pence, was brought into court by the sheriff 

of this county; and said accused being without counsel and having 

req_uested the court to appoint counsel to represent him, thereupon, 

W.W. Wharton is appointed to represent said accused herein. 

And thereupon, said Chester Pence, by writing this day signed 

before the court in accordance with the provisions of Section 4866 

of the Code of Virginia, waived indictment or presentment on the 

charge in the warrant set out, and the court proceeded to hear 

the case on the warrant. And being thereof arraigned, the said 

Chester Pence entered a plea of not guilty. And the attorney 

for the commom<veal th having rea on to believe that said Chester 

Ponce is in such mental condition that his confinement in a/ 

hospital for the insane or colony for the feeble-minded is necessary 

for proper care and observation, and having heard evidence as to 

such mental capacity of the accused, thereupon, it is GRDERED that 

he be committed to the depa rtm en t for the criminal. insane at 

S0 uthwestern State HoS_iJital at Marion, Virginia, for 9roper care, 

observation and report concerning his mental condition, pursuant 

to the provisions of Section 4909 of the Code of Virginia. And 

the Sheriff of this county, in whose custody tne accused is, is 

hereby directed, as soon as may be practicable, tJ deliver the 

body of the said Chester Pence to said Hospital for the pur~oses 

hereinbefore set forth. 
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SOUTHWESTERN STATE HOSPITAL 
MARION, VIRGINIA 

JOSEPH R. BLALOCK, M. D. 

DEPARTMENT OF 

MENTAL HYGIENE AND HOSPITALS 

May 16, 1950. 

Hon. Hamilton Haas, Judge, 
Circuit Court of Rockingham County, 
Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Re: Chester Pence. 

Dear Judge Haas: 

The above-named was admitted to this hospital on January 6, 
1950, having been committed for observation by your Court. 

This patient has been carefully observed since admission and 
history obtained so far as practical from various sources. 

We find that this man is mentally subnormal and our official 
diagnosis is "without psychosis, mental deficiency--moron 11

• 

On psychometric examination his intellig~nce quotient is 56. 
While he has the ability to distinguish between right and 
wrong, he is sufficiently limited in his mental capacity and 
in his ability to restrain from making sexual advances to make 
it likely that he would continue to be a problem in the com
munity. I would recommend that care in this institution be 
continued for the near future with a program of decreasing 
supervision, further report or recommendations to be dependent 
on his progress. 

JRB/mb 

Hespectfully, 

1~ ,{, ~. 
Joseph R. Blalock, M. D., 
Superintendent. 

SUPERINTENDENT 
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------
Arrest Warrant 6 

The Commonwealth of Virginia,} T •t 
R k • h C o-w1 oc 1ng am ounty, 

To the Sheriff of Said County: 

Whereas, S. H. Ce.) J ender, Sheri ff of said County, has this day 

made complaint and information on oath before me, _ _.:.._Jam--'--'-e-'-s"-----W_.-------'L-=---i_n_e_w_e_a_v_e_r,_,__,_J_.~P_. _________ _ 
T. J. or J.P. 

of the said County, that __ -1CJ-<h(.,/,Ce~sl..\.t..ce::.ir:.-,P,:;...c;;e ... n"'c;.i:e,..__ _______________________ _ 

on the 12th day of No .. ,ember , 19----4-9, in th e said County, with foree and arms 
in and upon the body of Edith Kenney, a female person over the age of 16, 
feloniously did make an assault, and her, the said Edith Kenney, did beat 
and abuse, with intent her, the said Edith Kenney to ravish and carnally 
know, against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Virginia 

These are therefore, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to command you forthwith to apprehend and bring 

before the Trial Justice of the said County, the body of the said ____ CU-L.Jbu::eu:s:utwe:,..rL,:...-~P~eL,,\.n,l.lc.;..1e=-----------

__________________ to answer the said complaint and to be further dealt with according 

to law. 

Given under my hand this~l,i,.3~th-H------

John Sel It 

- -
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------
AFTER 5 DAYS RETURN TO -

DRAWER 670 
MARION, VIRGINIA 

\ 

\ 

- -- -- -- -

-Mr. J. Robert Switzer, Clerk, 
Circuit Court of Rockingham County, 
Harrisonburg, Virginia. 
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Trial Justice Court 

Criminal Docket No. 

Com1th 

v. 

Chester Pence 

All' Date at:raigned II I~ .. t./1 

Trial date / (- I Cf - 'I-'f 
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Docket No. 2 c/ d i . 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 

) 
vs. ) Felony (att. rape) 

) On Warrant 

CHESTER PENCE 

_,W,.,___, • ._____,_,W~--Wha==r,_____,t=-=o=n=----------P· d. 
Own ( ) Appointed ( x ) 

1949 
Nov. 14. Indictment &c. waived (in 

jail); arr. & plea n.g.; and 
com. to S.W.St. Hosp. for 
observation and report.½ 

4 lf-Js~ - ~4 
/ _,3 ,,- S:, , , 4~ ~ I ~ 

I /f? d 

~f- ~~- /c:/.J4i 

CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VA. 

l / 
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