





JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.

My name is Jerry Wayne Craun . My address is

119 North Main St., Bridgewater, Va. . I am 20 years of

age.

I have been told that I need not make this statement
unless I desire to do so; that everything I say must be of my own
freewill, and that anything I say can be and will be used against
me in a criminal prosecution. I have also been told that I am
entitled to counsel. Nevertheless, I do make the following
statement voluntarily this _14th day of July, 1961, in the office
of the Commonwealth's Attorney, Court House, Harrisonburg,
Virginia, in the presence of Commonwealth's Attorney James R. Sipe
Deputy Sheriff G. M. Wilcox and Chief of Police E. E. Harrison of
Bridgewater, Virginia.

Last night, July 13, 1961, I went to the lawn party in
Bridgewater. I first went down to the lawn party about 8:30 or
9:00 P.M. After I got to the lawn party I saw several of my
friends, who were Donnie Andrews, Bob Neil and Dennis Propst.
While I was there at the lawn party I noticed Dennis Propst and
Bob Neil playing bingo and a young girl, Betsy Whetzel, was sitting
next to them. I did not know Betsy although I might have seen her
around Bridgewater before.

Dennis Propst and Bob Neil told me and Donnie that they
were going to take Betsy for a ride. They borrowed Donnie
Andrew's car and took Betsy for a ride. They were gone approximatd
one-half hour before they returned to the lawn party.

When Dennis and Bob got back, Donnie and myself were
sitting in my car which is a 1949 Ford. Donnie and myself saw
Betsy Whetzel get out of the car and go back into the lawn party,
then Bob Neil saw Donnie and myself in my car and came over and
said that they were going to take her out again.to get some. I
told Bob Neil that I would follow them in my car. Bob and Dennis
then went back over to Donnie's car and Betsy got in the car with
them. Then either Bob or Dennis called for Donnie and myself
to come on and go in the car with them, and so we decided we would
all get into Domie's car and go together.

Donnie Andrew's was driving his car and we drove down
to the river. We drove around undercneath the bridge whish is
located on the south end of Bridgewater. We then parked the car
and Dennis Propst and Betsy Whetzel got out of the car. They
walked down by the river to some bushes. They were gone about
15 or 20 minutes and then they came back to the car. Donnie, Bob
and myself stayed in the car while they were gone. After they
got back into the car, Betsy Whetzel said lets go some place else.
We then drove down the Mt. Crawford road, better known as the
airport road and parked beside the road. After we had parked,
Betsy Whetzel said "whose next". Then one of us said asked Betsy
which one did she want, and she pointed to Donnie Andrews. Donnie
Andrews then told the rest of us to get out of the car, which we
did. Bob Neil, Dennis and myself walked down the road a short
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JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.

D

distance. We stayed there for about 5 or 10 minutes and then
Donnie yelled to us and asked us whether we were ready to go.

We then all got in the car and drove towards Bridgewater. Betsy
Whetzel then said,''Well, there is two down and two to go". I
believe Donnie was driving at this time and he turned the car
around and went back down to where we had parked on the airport
road. As soon as we parked,the other three boys got out of the
car. Betsy Whetzel was already seated on the back seat and I got
out of the front and got in the back with her. As soon as the
other boys had left and I had got in the back sea, Betsy asked
me whether I was ready - and I told her I was. She then took off
her pants and I took off my pants and shorts. Betsy Whetzel was
lying down on the back seat and I then had intercourse with her.
I inserted my penis into Betsy Whetzel a couple of inches. I
could not get my penis dll the way into her. We had intercourse
for a couple minutes. I then stopped and got off of her. I then
put my clothes back on and Betsy Whetzel put her pants on. I
then called the other boys to come on back that I was through.
After the boys got back into the car, one of them told Bob Neil
that he was next, and he said no he wasn't. Betsy Whetzel then
said to Donnie, lets go up on the hill, but Donnie told her we
had better be getting back that it was time to go home. We then
drove back to where I had my car parked at the lawn party at
Bridgewater and I got out. I then drove on down to the fire
station in Bridgewater. Donnie drove up right after me and the
other two boys were with him. Donnie asked me where he could get
some gas and I told him that I thought the stations were closed, b
that he could take the other boys home in my car, which he did.

I took Donnie Andrews car and drove on home.

When I had intercourse with Betsy, I did not use a
rubber. It was probably sometime between 10:00 and 11:00 P.M.
last night when we had Betsy out in the car and had relations
with her.

I have read the above statement and the facts stated
therein are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

ooty sy Coasians

WITNESS
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July 20, 1961

I, Betsy Whetzel met Jackie Long on or about June 10,
1961, near my home on West View Street in the Town of Bridgewater,
Virginia. We went for a walk. We walked up on the levy and then
on upon the hill (Popes hill). We sat down close to some rocks,
he asked me how old I was and I told him I was eleven (11) years
old. We were sitting there awhile and he asked me to take off
my clothes. I said I wouldn't and he said he guess he would have
to take them off. He took off my black and white slacks and my
underpants. Jackie had pushed me down on the ground and forced
me to have intercourse with him. We had intercourse for two or
three minutes. He held me down on the ground. I could not get
up. I tried to get away from him but could not. After he quite,
I put on my clothes. Then he drug me by the hand over on the
rocks. He told me kehad to go to Harrisonburg to bale some hay.
Then he said he would see me sometime.

This was my first time to have intercourse with anyone.
Jackie Long said I had better not tell or it would be to bad for
me.






JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.

July 20, 1961

I, Betsy Whetzel met Jackie Long on or about June 10,
1961, near my home on West View Street in the Town of Bridgewater,
irginia. We went for a walk., We walked up on the levy and then
upon the hill (Popes hill), We sat down close to some rocks,
asked me how old I was and I told him I was eleven (l1) years
ld. We were sitting there awhile and he asked me to take off

y clothes. I said I wouldn't and he said he guess he would have
o take them off, He took off my black and white slacks and my
derpants. Jackie had pushed me down on the ground and forced
to have intercourse with him, We had intercourse for two or
hree minutes. He held me down on the ground. I could not get
P I tried to get away from him but could not. After he quite,
I put on my clothes. Then he drug me by the hand over on the
ocks, He told me Eehad to go to Harrisonburg to bale some hay.
n he said he would see me sometime,

This was my first time to have intercourse with anyonme,
ackie Long said I had better not tell or it would be to bad for
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JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.

My name is Jerry Wayne Craun « My address is
119 North Main St,, Bridgewater, Va, . I am _ 20 years of

age.

I have been told that I need not make this statement
unless I desire to do so; that everything I say must be of my own
freewill, and that anything I say can be and will be used against
me in a criminal prosecution, I have also been told that I am
entitled to coumsel, Nevertheless, I do make the following
statement volumtarily this _l4th day of July, 1961, in the office
of the Commonwealth's Attorney, Court House, Harrisomburg,
Virginia, in the presence of Commonwealth's Attorney James R. Sipe)
Deputy Sheriff G, M. Wilcox and Chief of Police E, E. Harrison of
Bridgewater, Virginia.

Last night, July 13, 1961, I went to the lawn party in
Bridgewater. I first went down to the lawn party about 8:30 or
9:00 P.M, After I got to the lawn party I saw several of my
friends, who were Donnie Andrews, Bob Neil and Demnis Propst,
While I was there at the lawn party I noticed Dennis Propst and
Bob Neil playing bingo and a youmg girl, Betsy Whetzel, was sitting
next to them, I did not know Betsy although I might have seen her
around Bridgewater before.

Dennis Propst and Bob Neil told me and Donnie that they
were going to take Betsy for a ride, They borrowed Donnie 1
Andrew's car and took Betsy for a vide, They were gone approxima
one~half hour before they returned to the lawn party.

When Dennis and Bob got back, Dennie and myself were
sitting in my car which is a 1949 Ford. Donnie and myself saw
Betsy Whetzel get out of the car and go back into the lawn party,
then Bob Neil saw Donnie and myself in my car and came over and
said that they were going to take her out again.to get some, I
told Bob Neil that I would follow them in my car, Bob and Dennis
then went back over to Domnie's car and Betsy got im the car with
them, Then either Bob or Dennis called for Donnie and myself
to come on and go in the car with them, and so we decided we would
all get into Domle's car and go together.

Domnie Andrew's was driving his car and we drove down
to the river, We drove around under neath the bridge whish is
located on the south end of Bridgewater., We them parked the car
and Dennis Propst and Betsy Whetzel got out of the car. They
walked down by the river to some bushes. They were gone about
15 or 20 minutes and then they came back to the car., Donnie, Bob
and myself stayed in the car while they were gone. After they
got back into the car, Betsy Whetzel said lets go some place else.
We then drove down the Mt, Crawford road, better known as the
airport road and parked beside the road. After we had parked,
Betsy Whetzel said "whose next", Then ome of us sald asked Betsy
which one did she want, and she pointed to Donnie Andrews. Donnie
Andrews then told the rest of us to get out of the car, which we
did, Bob Neil, Dennis and myself walked down the road a short
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JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.

-2-

distance. We stayed there for about 5 or 10 minutes and then
Donnie yelled to us and asked us whether we were ready to go.

We then all got in the car and drove towards Bridgewater., Betsy
Whetzel thon sald "Well, there is two down and two to go", I
believe Dommie was driving at this time and he turned the car
around and went back down to where we had parked on the airport
road. As soon as we parked,the other three boys got out of the
car. Betsy Whetzel was already seated on the back seat and I got
out of the front and got in the back with her. As soon as the
other boys had left and I had got in the back sea, Betsy asked
me whether I was ready - and I told her I was. She then took off
her pants and I took off my pants and shorts. Betsy Whetzel was
lying down on the back seat and I them had intercourse with her.

I inserted my penis into Betsy Whetzel a couple of inches. I
could not get my penis dl the way into her. We had intercourse
for a couple minutes. I then stopped and got off of her. I then
put my clothes back on and Betsy Whetzel put her pants on, I

then called the other boys to come on back that I was through.
After the boys got back into the car, one of them told Bob Neil
that he was next, and he said no he wasn't. Betsy Whetzel then
said to Domnie, lets go up on the hill, but Donnie told her we
had better be getting back that it was time to go home. We then
drove back to where I had my car parked at the lawm party at
Bridgewater and I got out. I then drove on down to the fire
station in Bridgewater. Domnie drove up right after me and the
other two boys were with him., Donnie asked me where he could get
some gas and I told him that I thought the stations were closed, by
that he could take the other boys home in my car, which he did.
I took Domnie Andrews car and drove on home.

When I had intercourse with Betsy, I did not use a
rubber. It was probably sometime between 10:00 and 11:00 P.M.
last night when we had Betsy out in the car and had relatioms
with her,

I have read the above statement and the facts stated
therein are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

WITNESS:
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JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.

Andrew's car and took Betsy for a ride, They were gonme approximately

My name is ___Jerry Wayne Craun . My address is
o I am __20 years of

age.

I have been told that I need not make this statement
unless I desire to do so; that everything I say must be of my own
freewill, and that anything I say can be and will be used against
me in a criminal prosecution. I have also been told that I am
entitled to counsel, Nevertheless, I do make the following
statement voluntarily this _l4th day of July, 1961, in the office
of the Commonwealth's Attormey, Court House, Harrisonburg,
Virginia, in the presemce of Commonwealth's Attorney James R. Sipe|
Deputy Sheriff G. M. Wilcox and Chief of Police E. E, Harrison of
Bridgewater, Virginia. :

Last night, July 13, 1961, I went to the lawm party in
Bridgewater. 1 first went down to the lawn party about 8:30 or
9:00 P.M, After I got to the lawm party I saw several of my
friends, who were Donnie Andrews, Bob Neil and Demnis Propst.
“hiile 1 was there at the lawn party I noticed Demnis Propst and
Bob Neil playing bingo and a youmg girl, Betsy Whetzel, was sitting
next to them, I did not know Betsy although I might have seen her
around Bridgewater before.

Dennis Propst and Bob Nell told me and Donnie that they

one-half hour before they returned to the lawn party.

When Ponnie and Bob got back, %m myself were
sitting in my car which is a 1949 Ford. Domnie and myself saw
Betsy Whetzel get out of the car and go back into the lawm party,
then Bob Neil saw Donnie and myself in my car and came over and
said that they were going to take her out again.to get some, I
told Bob Neil that I would follow them in my car. Bob and Dennig
then went back over to Domnie's car and Betsy got in the catr with
them., Then either Bob or Dennis called for Domnie and myself
to come on and go in the car with them, and so we decided we would
all get into Domie's car and go together,

Donnie Andrew's was driving his car and we drove down
to the river., We drove around under neath the bridge whish is
located on the south end of Bridgewater. We them parked the car
and Dennis Propst and Betsy Whetzel got out of the car. They
walked down by the river to some bushes. They were gone about
15 or 20 minutes and then they came back to the car, Domnnie, Bob
and myself stayed in the car while they were gone. After they
got back into the car, Betsy Whetzel said lets go some place else.
We then drove down the Mt. Crawford road, better known as the
airport road and parked beside the road. After we had parked,
Betsy Whetzel said "whose next". Then one of us said asked Betsy
which one did she want, and she pointed to Donnie Andrews. Donnie
Andrews then told the rest of us to get out of the car, which we
did. Bob Neil, Dennis and myself walked down the road a short
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JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.

-

‘her pants and I took off my pants and shorts. Betsy Whetzel was

‘2-

distance. We stayed there for about 5 or 10 minutes and then
Donnie yelled to us and asked us whether we were ready to go.

We then all got in the car and drove towards Bridgewater., Betsy
Whetzel then said "Well, there is two down and two to go". I
believe Domnie was driving at this time and he turned the car
around and went back down to where we had parked on the airport
road. As soon as we parked,the other three boys got out of the
car, Betsy Whetzel was already seated on the back seat and I got
out of the front and got in the back with her. As soon as the
other boys had left and I had got in the back sea;, Betsy asked
me whether I was ready - and I told her I was., She then took off

lying down on the back seat and I then had imtercourse with her.

I inserted my penis into Betsy Whetzel a couple of inches, I
could not get my penisadl the way into her, We had intercourse
for a couple minutes. I then stopped and got off of her, I then
put my clothes back on and Betsy Whetzel put her pants on, I

then called the other boys to come on back that I was through,
After the boys got back into the car, one of them told Bob Neil
that he was next, and he said no he wasn't. Betsy Whetzel then
said to Domnie, lets go up on the hill, but Donnie told her we
had better be getting back that it was time to go home, We then
drove back to where I had my car parked at the lawn party at
Bridgewater and I got out., I then drove on down to the fire
station in Bridgewater, Domnie drove up right after me and the
other two boys were with him, Donnie asked me where he could get
some gas and I told him that I thought the stations were closed, by
that he could take the other boys home in my car, which he did.
I took Donnie Andrews car and drove on home,

When I had intercourse with Betsy, I did not use a
rubber. It was probably sometime between 10:00 and 11:00 P.M,
last night when we had Betsy out in the car and had relations
with her.,

I have read the above statement and the facts stated
therein are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

WITNESS :
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Commonmealth of Hirginia

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE

RICHMOND

Oetober 6, 1961

Honorsble Hamilton Haas, Judge, Twenty-{ifth Judicial Circuit, Harrisonburg, Va.
Honorable James R, Sipe, Commonwealthls Attm, Harrisonburg, Virginias

Mr, A, L, Strawderman, Sheriff, Rockingham Coumty, Herrisonburg, Virginia
Director, Division of Corrections, Richmond, V
Superintendent of the Fenitentiary, Richmond, Virginia

Parole Board, Welfare and Institutions Building, Richmond, Virginia

Jerry Weme Craun, Mo, 80277, 500 Spring Street, Richmond, Virginia

Dear Sirst
I have before me the application for pardon in the case of Jerry Wayme
Crauwn who was convicted of Statutory Rape in the Rockingham

County
Cirenit Court on September 21, 1961 and was sentenced to five years in
the Penitentiary,

Careful consideration has been given to 2ll facts in connection with
this case,

Iuﬁmotthm the Commomvealth's ‘ttorney and the Sheriff of
WM W p-rduthhm The effective
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F-154 - 10M-12-53 SP

DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY

ROCKINGHAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA

Name WHETZEL, MISS BETSY Ward o,p, Date 7.1/-61 Surgical Nopg1-167
Service of Dr. ARMENTROUT & RIDDEL Sex FEMAIE Age 11 History No.

Tissue Submitted: npPAP" SMEAR

The smears from the outer vagina, deeper vagina and from the two swabs,
submitted with the smears all show the presence of spermatozoa.

W. H. TALBOT, M. D.  ——
Pathologist












Comp. Form 18

STATE OF VIRGINIA To-Wit: No

COUNTY OF__ ROCKINGHAM

TO ANY SHERIFF OR POLICE OFFICER:
Whereas. E., E, Harrison

has this day made complaint and information on oath before me, Donald S, Evans

(Name)
Justice of the Peace of the said County, that

(Title)

Jerry Wayne Craum

in the said County

did on the_ £3€h gy of July , 19_61: Unlawfully_and felonofusly
did ravish and carnally know one Betsy Whetzel, a minor female child,

to-wit: the age of 11 years, in violation of Section 18.1-44 of the

&I:m of Virginia, against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth

of Vir&‘lnia.

These are, therefore, to command you, in the name of the Commonwealth, to apprehend and bring before the

County Court of the said County, the body (B&di€8) of the above accused, to answer the said complaint and to be

further dealt with according to law. And you are also directed to summon:

color. = | Address |

colors ==~ = ‘Address -

colop 4 “Address Il

color . 1. ‘Address O

color .-d.& & JAddress |

as witnesses.

Given under my hand and seal, this 14th d{f’&f July 19 vl
?:Bﬁn 20 S (Seal)

(Title of Issuing Officer)

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE




STATE OF VIRGINIA—COUNTY OF , to-wit:

e a Judge of the County Court in and for the County aforesaid, State of Virginia, do certify
Justice of the Peace

that

and ,as his suret_____ | have this day each acknowledged themselves indebted
to the Commonwealth of Virginia in the sum of Dollars
($ ), to be made and levied of their respective goods and chattels, lands, and tenements to the use of the Commonwealth to
be rendered, yet upon this condition: That the said shall appear before the g::;l; Court
of County, on the day of » 19

B e SR N Virginia, and at any time or times to which the proceedings may be continued

or further heard, and before any court thereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with the charge in this warrant, to answer
for the offense with which he is charged, and shall not depart thence without the leave of said court, the said obligation to remain in full force
and effect until the charge is finally disposed of or until it is declared void by order of a competent court; and upon the further condition that

the said shall keep the peace and be of good behavior for a period of days
from the date hereof. Nonappearance shall be deemed to constitute a waiver of trial by jury.
Given under my hand, this day of 19.
Judge. J. P.
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