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Resident 

CO MON AL. H f I IA 

DEPARTMENT OF HEAL TH i/ 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINE"Af"½ 

40~40• NORTH 1 ZTH aTIIEET """' 

O Non-resident RICHMOND 1e. VA. 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION BY MEDICAL EXAMINER 

DECEDENT SAvu.(L Ptr;;.s S Mi rtl AGE•5'o SEX· 'P\ RACE_.1,/ ____ _ 
Pint- Middle- Lutname 

ADDRESS -----------'~u..:;O....,,C,..,__...K~1 .... fJ .... 6:~ti.LJ&li.....1:Ma...._'h w s D 
N....._ ..t Sa-. C...-Coumr r OCCUPATION: 

TYP.E OF DEATH: In prison O Suspicious ~------------------------
•wpecml 

Sudden in apparent health : 

{ 

Unattended by a physician: 
Unusual~-

Violent or Unnatural 
Instantaneoua without obvious cause □ Found de.ad without obvious cause D 
After unexplained coma D Unattended during fatal illness 0 Means: 1:,.. 6-"u~t'!-After unexplained rapidly fatal illness O Stillbirth attended by midwife 0 

5-HoT ti u ,J 
""'_,. MM& INJURY - 111 •111 DEATH MIDICM. UAMINlR YIIW Of' IOOY l'OUC& NOTIFl&D 

NOTIFIED i, MOTOII VIHICU MICINIIT 
CHICK - OP THE POlal AM 

DAff tL tl_(r, I fl ... f-l-4:• It- t/-<:i, 11-.J-~, 11-1-i-t., ,,_,1_c,,, DIIVU 0 
.,_,...o 

15: Jo P. iYI . 5,.,c P. ~- 5:~oP,"1. 
,-~ --- - ,~ 

flMC ~ P. fl'\, '1 r. "· ~ □ 

NOTIFICATION BY: S AJRj ff ~re.,,.,oE8 M 4 ,J ADDRESS H-AR1:senJAu..;;)..t. l/ A-

LOCATION CITY OR COUNTY TYn Of f'MMIIU (L G., HOll'ITM., H0TD.. HtQHWAY, £TC.) 

1UU11Y OIi OMIT Of 
:Si .,Lln.L C ... ~ AJ ,J RC' C. k j 1\1 If. 14-A- t\'I l<t=..,1 f\J:-A1rr::-

IU.NUI 

IIU1M 
II ,, II 

---0,IOOYIY -.....a ..... ~11:;I. II FuNERAL »o /'f\~ 

DDCIIIPT10N cw IOD't NOH. MOUTH EAIIS NON FATAL WOUNOI IIMllOlt LMNl 

' ....... , UIIGLOTMm D ll.000 AaMSION 0 BUM D JAW OMMI D COL.OIi --
~'t&OTMIE.D □ HAI• FROTH -- CONTUSION □ STAii □ NECK OCHUT 0 MTUeOIIO POITIIIIOII 0 

IUIID "1IUITM:M& OTH£11 GUNSHOT CJ INCISED 
(lw."'1. 

D IACK 0 MDOMOI D LATIM. C 
C.:UMCIIID O l"Uf'ILI: ft. L -•-•> I.ACEPIATION 0 LEOS D 

llmlOML 
aaio. Of'A"4TIII. rn:. - FRACTUII£ □ 

'7 0 ~r !SCALP O FACE □ NECK D CHEST 0 
WrJOHT l[NQ'TH\ OISTRIIUl ION: 

IODYHOT:~, 
IACK O A800MEIII □ ARMI D L£0~ 0 

FATAL WOUNDS: 

c- ., · 1 S . . . I . Not a me<l1cal exam mer case O 
Probohlt roHst of death: »t:(no Re A~~£_ j Manner of death: (Clti<"lc 011r 011/y)~IS~'OSITI~N OF Cf'.SE: 

r-(t~~ S-il-,vSAk)T '"d'u."'l) OF ,,n:iccnt D . u,cide D Homicide 2. Autopsy authorized O 
L,r i=r c.ttESt Natural O Unknown O Pending O By: . 

Pathologist 
I herebv declare that after receiving notice of the death described herein I took charge of the body and made inquiries rect,'dinc 

the cause of death in accordance with Section 19.1-42, Title 19 of the 1950 Code of Virginia as a~nded; and that the infonnation 
contained httdn reganling such "'fi is true and conect to the best of.Towzm 

I I k-« "I hoc '1 irA6: tl:A m__ -l'~ r? 
Date Cir,, or Cowl<T ol Appojn- r • ol Medical lbamuau 

, v . NO\f 1 o ms, 
JP._ \S~~ \AA~·········~·-··~ 

···-~·-: .................. _ ........ -~.-~ 

.tlct l.1.1.e, rrrief Medical Examiher 
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SOUTHWESTERN STATE HOSPITAL 

MARlON, VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 

MENTAL HYGIENE AND HOSPITALS 

J\I r. James R. Sipe 
Commonwealth's Attorney 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 

January 15, 1962 

JOSEPH R. BLALOCK. M. D. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Re: ¼illiam Roy Smith 
Reg. No. 23567 
Date of Admission: January 4, 1962 

Dear Mr. Sipe: 

As you probably know, the above-named is a patient in this 
hospital at the present time, having been admitted by Court 
Order from the Circuit Court of Rockingham County. 

In order that we inay make a thorough psychiatric· study or 
this case, we should like to know the details of the alleged 
crime, including the patient's statements and reactions at 
the time of arrest and du~ing his confinement. We should also 
like to know as much as possible about his past history and 
any previous legal involvement. 

Any information you can send us will be greatly appreciated 
and considered strictly confidential and for our official use 
only. To be of maximum use to us in our study, we should 
receive this information within the next two weeks. 

Thanking you for your assistance and cooperation in this 
matter, I am 

Very truly yours, 

\~ L~ /(_, 7.........._U._.C_J [ l,~ ~-c ;o:-ph R. Blalock, M. D. 
Superintendent 

LF/ms 





January 16 19 2 

Joseph R. Blalock, M. D. 
·..:1 e ·n..:e de11 

So1tlwester11 State Hos>:i.tal 
M rlon, Virginia 

Dear Dr. Blalock: 

Re: William Roy Smith 
Re0 • No. 23567 
Date of Admission: Jane· 4,192 

In r•pl to your letter of January 15 regarding itiformation 
concerning the above named patient, I am enclosing herewith a photo­
copy of the written ~eport submitted by the Sate Trooper who inves­
tigated the pending mJr~ c ~ase against William Roy Smith. I £eel 
that this report contains most of the evidence concerning fr. Smith. 
You will see oy reading the lat two pc::tge, ""hat the St te Trooper 
has taken dm-m most of the statements whL .. b wer made by Mr. Smith 
~f~e~ he was apprehended. 

Willian Roy Smith was co:nm:.. ... .;eJ to ::estern State Hospital 
on February 19, 1936, and was d"sch 6~ o u , 1939~ I thought 

erhaps you would be able to get some infoTmation from their files 
at Western State. 

The only observationsthat I would have that are not con­
tained in the enclosed report would b whe I questioned him when 
he was first apprehendedo At that time he seemed very confused and 
appeared to me to be a person who certainly should be committed for 
observation. When I informed him that his brother was dead, his 
reaction certainly was not that of a normal person. After he had 
been confined in jail for a couple of weeks, he seemed to calm down 
considerably. The sheriff has reported to me that in the past he 
has received numerous complaints on Mc. Smith. It seems that he was 
violent on various occasionso He was a person who consumed consid­
erable alcohol~ 





Joseph R. Blalock, M. D. 
Page 2 
January 16, 1962 

fter reading the enclosed report, if there are any 
add~ tional fA. ·ts ':~hich you esire concerning the crime of which he 
is charged, I will be happy to f rnish the same~ 

Very truly yours, 

James . Sipe 
Commonwe""'l h's Attor. ey 

JRS/s.fd 

Enclosure 





Weather In Brief 
Mostly Cloudy 

(For DetaU1, !!lee Page !) 
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VOL. 65. NO. 31. .Aaoc:lated Press 
Featme & Photofaz Senk» HARRISOI' 

STATE ARMORED CAR In front of Roy 
Smith home as he came out peacefully Sunday 
morning and admitted the fatal shooting of his 
brother, Samuel Ples Smith, near Singers Glen. 

In Inset, Smith with State Police Sgt. Harry L. 
Powers. Sheriff A. L. Strawderman is behind 
Smith. (NewsRecord Photos) 

County Man Kills Brother 
At Home Near Singers Glen 
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A 58-year-old man instantly kill-1 home by Roy Smith, 58. He is in state troopers and sheriff's depu- ~!ti 
ed his brother with a shotgm, Rockingham County Jail charged ties. State troopers brought their . 
about 5:30 Saturday afternoon in with the shooting. I armored car from Culpeper when vise 
Ure Singers Glen community. This Roy Smith, his face and chest officers suspected that Roy Smith I I~ 
was the fatal aftermath, officers severely beaten in an afternoon might be barricaded in his house lndir 
said, of a fist fight an hour or fight, surrendered at 3 a. m. Sun- with an unobstructed view to fire end 
:io ear~ier and a long period of day at. his home atop_ Green Hill, in any direction. I · ' 
ill feeling. one mile south of Smgers Glen. Sheriff A. L. Strawderman sai the 

Instantly killed was Samuel Pies State Armored Car Roy Smith · JJ.. T 
Smith, 50, who was shot at his The house was surrounded by free hooting in e n • th& 

• oeadl ted -the = 
-•~.--,,--L&.J_7 ___ , ... .,._--, _._..,,,,"""'_,.._,~- ~ to his home a out an hour th 

before the shooting and said Roy the 
had threatened to kill him. But i 
Ples Smith declined to have a co or 
warrant issued, the Sheriff re- Th 
ported. prop 

Officers said it was not long titio 
after the sheriff's visit that Roy prop 
Smith went to his brother's house posa 
and walked in, firing instantly at Dec. 
Samuel Ples who was just inside the 
the doorway. Two shots were We! 
fired, the other load lodging in a dee] 
door jamb. step 

Fight At Saw Mill colo 
Th 

The fight is said to have oc- inst 
curred at Stroop's saw mill, where 
both men had met, between 2 f 6e 
and 4 p. m. Roy Smith was report­
ed later to have shot a horse. 
He said Sunday the horse was his 
own and he did not wish to keep 
it any longer. Officers learned that 
Roy Smith had complained about 
his brother's horses being on his 
property. B• 

As far as officers could learn, 
no words passed in the Ples 
Smith home before Roy Smith AC 
shot. wak 

The Pies Smith house is located Sunr · 
near a state road but Roy Smith's ran 
house is at the end of a mile- ain'• 
long steep and rocky lane. This ning 
lane was negotiated with difficul- Po 
ty by the armored cars and the roun 
officers' automobiles. By cutting ques 

(Continued on Page 10 Col. 1) ings 
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U.S. Radio Barrage 
Directed To Russia 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
Voice of America radio bombard­
•d the Soviet Union for eight 
1ours Sunday with a massive 
'truth barrage" on Soviet nuclear 
esting. Initial reports indicated 
the broadcasts broke through in­
tensive Communist jamming ef­
forts. 

The VOA said Soviet interfer­
ence from more than 2,000 jam­
ming transmitters was unable to 
)lock the broadcasts on many of 
he frequencies employed. 
The VOA massed 52 transmit­

ers on 80 frequencies-the great­
•st concelltr~tion ever aimed at 
. he Iron Curtain-to get what it 
~ailed the story of Russian pollu­
tion of the atmosphere across to 
the Russian people, most of whom 
do not know about the Soviet ex­
plosions. 

They were told that the 31 or 
more tests their government has 

1 conducted since Sept. 1 "have ex­
posed you-and II who will come 
after you-to grave danger." 

Monitors reported propagation 
conditions were unusually good, 
the VOA said. It reported Wash­
ington monitors were even able 
to hear the 35 kilowatt VOA re­
lay station in Ceylon beaming the 
broadcast into central Russia 
from the south. 

d The first broadcast in English 
was not jammed, the VOA said. 

The second, in Russian, was 
jammed after 1 ½ minutes of 
transmission. Jamming efforts 
continued against the six minori­
ty languages also used-Ukraini­
an, Georgian, Armenian, Lithuan­
ian, Estonian and Latvian, but not 
on all frequencies. 

,RECEPTION SPOTTY • 
MOSCOW (AP)-Voice of Amer­

ica broadcasts, making a mass 
effort to penetrate Soviet jam­
ming efforts with the story of So­
viet nuclear testing, apparently 
had only spotty reception here 
Sunday . 

A number of foreigners in the 
western section of the city report­
ed that they heard the broadcast 
clearly. Those who live in the 
Lenin Hill area near Moscow Uni­
versity could not pick up anything 
through the jamming. 

At the U.S. Embassy, one of 
the Russian-language broadcasts 
was picked up late in the even­
ing but it was on a frequency 
that the Voice of America had 
not announced in advance. 

MAKAH DAY 
The Makah Indians of the Olym­

pic Peninsula in Washington cele­
brate Makah Day on Aug. 26 -
the day in 1925 they received full 
citizenship. 

PATIENT ROSTERS 
Hospitals in the U.S. treat 

more than 21.5 million bed patients 
in the course of an average year. 

POWERFUL NEW PLUNGER CLEARS 

CLOGGED TOILETS 
in ajiffy! 

NEVER AGAIN that sick feeling 
when your toilet overflows 

TOILAFLE1' 
Toilet ~ Plunger 

Ordinary plunger, just don't seat 
properly. They permit compressed 
air and water to splash back, Thus 
you not only have a mess, but you 
lose the very pressure you need to 
clear the obstruction. 

With "Toileffex". expressly designed 
for toilets, no air or water can es­
cape. The full preaure plows through 
the clogging mass and swishes it 
down. Can't miss! 
• DOUBLE-SIZE CUP, DOUBLE-PRESSUllt 
• DESIGNED TO FLEX AT ANY ANGLE 
• CENTERS ITSELF. CAN'T SKID AROUND 
• TAPERED TAIL GIVES AIR-TIGHT FIT 

$265 fully guaranteed 

AT HARDWARE STORES EVERYWHERE 
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Cover Your Wind 
and Doors wi h 

cal Advertisement) 

• 

Pearson - Barge 
• Practicing St.ales' Rights thr 

States' Responsibilities-every 
is politically expedient to do !'-

• Dilution of the concentration 
by returning all feasible r• 
governments . 

• An improved health and we 
adequate attention to mental 

• lems of the aged, and to t 
unemployed. 

• A program designed to rem• 
t i' __ ,. ,,.. ,.., 

Keeps Out Cold 
Holds In Heat 

Saves~~ 40% On Fue~ 
Costs So Little .•• . " ... , ,. 

ONLY 

29!. Fl. 
36'wlde 

also in 2a• and .-a• widths 
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County Man 
Kills Brother 

(Continued From Page 1) 

across the fields the homes are 
about a quarter-mile apart. 

Returned to Home 
Roy Smith lived alone in a big 

frame dwelling. He is believed to 
have taken the short cut to his 
home after the shooting. He was 
not reported in the community 
after the shots were fired. 

Deputy Sheriff Glen Wilcox 
said they knew of Roy Smith's 
reputation for shooting, particul­
arly if he was "mad and drink­
ing" and they did not think it 
worth the chance to go to the 
house until he fell asleep. Wilcox 
added that they had no fear that 
Roy Smith would run away. 

It was not until the armored 
car was driven in front of the 
Roy Smith home and the loud 
speakers blared away with com­
mands for him to come out did he 
arouse. Officers said he is partic­
ularly hard of hearing. 

Roy Smith came out meekly 
into the yard which was sur­
rounded By Sheriff Strawderman 
and his deputies, State Police Sgt. 
Harry L. Powers and six Rock­
ingham troopers, and five troop­
ers with Lt. L. E. Thomas on the 
armored truck. 
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The slow moving armored ve­
hicle could not reach the scene 
until 2:30 a. m. It will travel little 
more than 25 miles an hour. 

Admitted Shooting 

SLAYING WEAPON - Deputy sta' 
Sheriff Glen Wilcox with .12 gauge Te 
shotgun Roy Smith used in killing r 
his brother, Samuel Ples Smith, 

Smith readily admitted shooting 
his brother but said he did not 
know he was dead, the sheriff re­
ported. 

Later, Roy Smith told Common­
wealth's Attorney James R. Sipe, 
that he went home after being 
beaten, became angry when he 
saw his beaten face in a mirror 
and then started for his brother's 
house with the shotgun. This gun 
was on the bed bes~de Smith when 
he aroused. He made no effort to 
use it. 

near Singers Glen Saturday. 
(News-Record Photo) 

Syria Recognized 
NEW DELHI, India (AP'' 

India Sunday announced re· 
tion of the new Syrian c 

ment. The Indian consul· 
eral in Damascus will J-
to embassy status. 

DON'T BE A LIT. 

(Advertiser Some ol the officers said Roy 
Smith appeared dazed and ap- ------
parenily did not realize that he B · 
had been the object of the officers ACKAt" 
hunt for hours. N 

Officers also recalled that Roy ERV' 
Smith was a patient in Western ' 
State Hospital some years ago. SECONDARY • 

Mr. Sipe said that Smith will be ~~1lo~~ ~1~ 
brought into Rockingham County telllSe and , 

Co 
burning or 

urt today. He indicated that he and night 

may be sent to a mental institu- !~~ ~r 
tion for examination. A 

SAJl'F~ MAKF." 



10 London, 10 policemen we ., 
injured in disorders in Trafalgar 
Square and 312 persons were ar-

• rested there and in other parts 
, 1 of the capital, mostly on charges 

h 
of setting off fireworks illegally. 
In Liverpool, there were 129 fire­
works injuries. 

The blast in Wraysbury oc­
l (AP!- curred at a party of show busi­
~nd fire ness stars being given in a bunga­
,atu rd~Y luw by John Kennedy, manager 
iers, m- of Theater Players. 
a Dors. The dead, two men and a wom-

an, were trapped in the base­
England ment. Fire swept through the 
ght, the building within seconds. 
nemora- Police identified the dead as 
>tters to Hilda Parsons, Davis Horsnall 
ars ago. and a lawyer, Michael Harroway. 

lid Politico Adv. 

ol.:. .... uTlllI1.b 
hoUbt and died la­
ter, appa1. sy from a heart at• 
tack. 

DON'T BE A LITTER BUG 

GOOD 
TEAM'' 

• 
1n 

1961 
ricultural county of the State. Charlie, with his excell­
ent background and experience in this field, was a "nat­
ural" for the Agriculture Committee, on which he is now 
a high ranking member. In addition, one or the other 
of them hold high rank on the Finance, Privileges and 
Elections, and General LawJ Committees, all of which 
,re key assignments. 

Once assigned to a committee, a member of the 
ral Assembly remains on that committee as long 

returns to Its sessions. Accordingly, his rank rises 
r members drop out and new members are added. 

irmanship of each committee ls determined by 
or rank on the committee in point of service. 

Lawrence and Charlie are well on their way 
1anship of these highly important committees. 

t a new member, upon being assigned to 
, the lowest ranking member. On a com­

uost r8 the committees are, a new mem-

:heir standing committee assignments 
'ugh order, but Lawrence and Charlie 

~ognized by their appointment and 
--1 important Boards and Com­

" •nq_tors and Delegates 
• ,,.~;~n wl·''!l-



SOUTHWESTERN STATE H.OSPITAL JOSEPH R. BLALOCK. M. D. 

MARION, VIRGilNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 

MENTAL HYGIENE AND HOSPITALS 

April 2, 1962 

Mr. A. L. Shaunderman, Sheriff 
60 Graham Street 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 

Dear Sheriff Shaunderman: 

Re: William Roy Smith 
Reg. No. 23567 

As you will recall the above-named patient was released into 
your custody o March 28, 1962. He is now being carried on 
furlough status, and as soon as you can make arraft8ements for 
us to receive a Court Order authorizing his discharge from this 
hospital, his status will be changed to discharge. 

Thank you for your immediate attention in this case. 

JRB/fm 

Very truly yours, 

f,((., - • a .A!;r .. ✓-,.a. . 
Joseph R. Blalock, M. D., 
Superinte dent 

SUPERINTENDENT 
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Comp. Form 18 

No .. _____ _ 

TO ANY SHERIFF OR POLICE OFFICER: 

of the said County, tha'------------------
(Title) 

did on the. ____ t_h~day ofL ----=---=----=~=-__::::_ ______ _ 

urdor one, ni'y 

These are, therefore, to command you, in the name of the Commonwealth, to apprehend and bring before the 

County Court of the said County, the body (b • ·es. of the above accused, to answer the said complaint and to be 

further dealt with according to law. And you are also directed to summon: 

color 

color 

color 

color 

color 

as witnesses. 
,, . 

Address -------------------1 

Address ------------·---□ 

Address __________ _ □ 

Address ----------·-----□ 

Address---------------□ 

) t' Given under my hand and seal, this _____ " day of _______________ __, 19_ 

(Seal) -



STATE OF VIRGINIA-COUNTY OF--------------------, to-wit: 

r. . ------------------ a Judge of rhe County Court 
Justice of the Peace 

in and for the County aforesaid, State of Virginia, do certiiy 

that 

and --------------------------, as his suret _____ , have this day each acknowledged themselves indebted 

to the Commonwealth of Virginia in the sum of-------------------------------------- Dollars 

($ ________ ), to be made and levied of their respective goods and chattels, lands, and tenements to the use of the Commonwealth to 

be rendered, yet upon this condition: That the said _____________________ , shall appear before the Circuit 
County 

Court 

of ______________________ _ County, on the _________ day oi _____________ ~ 19 ___ , 

at ------- M., at ________________ ,Virginia, and at any time or times to which the proceedings may be continued 
or further heard, and before any court thereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with the charge in this warrant, to answer 
for the offense with which he is charged, and shall not depart thence without the leave of said court, the said obligation to remain in full force 
and effect until the charge is finally disposed of or until it is declared void by order of a competent court; and upon the further condition that 

the said ---,--------------------- shall keep the peace and be of good behavior for a period of 
from the date hereof. Nonappearance shall be deemed to constitute a waiver of trial by jury. 

___________ days 

Given under my hand, this day of ________________ _ 
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