





COMMONWEALTH
V.

ROACH

INSTRUCTION

The Court instructs the jury that one charged with crime
may be convicted upon circumstantial evidence alone, or upon
circumstantial evidence connected with other evidence, if the jury
believe beyond a reasonable doubt from such circumstantial evidence,
that the person so charged is guilty of the crime alleged against
him in the indictment; therefore, the court instructs the jury in
this case that they have the right to convict the defendant upon
circumstantial evidence alone, or upon circumstantial evidence
coupled with other evidence, if the jury from such circumstantial
evidence or from such circumstantial evidence connected with other
evidence, believe the guilt of the defendant to have been proved

beyond reasonable doubt.
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INSTRUCTION

The Court instructs the jury that one charged with crime

mayl|be convicted upon circumstantial evidence alone, or upen

cirgumstantial evidence connected with other evidence, if the Jury

belfeve beyond a reasonable doubt from such circumstantial evidence,
thaf the person so charged is guilty of the crime alleged against
himjin the indictment; therefore, the court instructs the jury in
thip case that they have the right to coanvict the defendant upon

ence, believe the guilt of the defendant to have been proved
reasonable doubt.

JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.
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INSTRUCTION

The Court instructs the jury that one charged with crime

be convicted upon circumstantial evidence alone, or upon

umstantial evidence comnected with other evidence, if the Jury
eve beyond a reasonable doubt from such circumstantial evidence,
the person so charged is gullty of the crime alleged against
in the indictment; therefore, the court instructs the jury in

evigence, believe the guilt of the defendant to have been proved
reasonable doubt,

w

JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.
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JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.
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INSTRUCTION

P\@O«—M(
The Court 1n§trycte the jury that a man is taken
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consequences of his act,







evi

pr

sat

INSTRUCTION

The Court imstructs the jury chat cirzcumstantial

ence is just as legal and just ae effective as any other,

ided the circumstances are of such character and orce as to

sfy the minds of the jurors of the defendant's guilt beyond

a rLasemable doubt,

JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.
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INSTRUCTION

The Court imstructs the jury that one charged with crime

| be convicted upon circumstantial evidence alone, or upon
|

gpumstantial evidence connected with other evidence, if the Jury

» beyond a rveasonable doubt from such circumstantial evidence,
af the person so charged is guilty of the crime alleged against

' ,!a the indictment; therefore, the court instructs the jury in
case that they have the right to convict the defendant upon
pumstantial evidence alone, or upon circumstantial evidence
oupled with other evidemce, if the jury from such clreumstantial
flence or from such circumstantial evidence connected with other
ence, believe the guilt of the defendant to have been proved
pnd reasonable doubt,

JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.
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COMMONWEALTH
V.
ROACH

INSTRUCTION

The Court instructs the jury that in a case of
homicide, the element of deliberation or premeditation may
be proved like any other fact, by either direct or

circumstantial evidence or by a combination of both.
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TH

INSTRUCTION

The Court instructs the jury that in a case of

boa%cide, the element of deliberation or premeditation may

be proved like any other fact, by either direct or

cirpumstantial evidence or by a combination of both.

JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.
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V.

INSTRUCTION

The Court instructs the jury that in a case of
homficide, the element of deliberation or premeditation may

ci

be [proved like any other fact, by either direct or
vj[msemchl evidence or by a combination of both.

JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.
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COMMONWEALTH

v.
LEROY ROACH
INSTRUCTION NO,

The Court instructs the jury that if they believe from the
evidence in this case beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant,
Leroy Roach, inflicted the mortal blow upon Wilmer Shifflett, the law
presumes him to be guilty of murder in the second degree, and the
Court further ingtructs the jury that if the defendant relies upon self-
defense to excuse or justify the killing, the bur&n is upon the defendant
to introduce supporting evidence that he acted in self-defense; and in
deciding whether or not the plea of self-defense is established by such
supporting evidence, it is the duty of the jury to take into consideration
all the facts and circumstances proved in the case, both by the Commonwealth

and the defendant.
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COMMONWEALTH

v.
LEROY ROACH
INSTRUCTION NO.

The Court instructs the jury that if they believe from the
evidence in this case beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant,
Leroy Roach, inflicted the mortal blow upon Wilmer Shifflett, the law
presumes him to be guilty of murder in the second degree, and the
Court further instructs the jury that if the defendant relies upon self-
defense to excuse or justify the killing, the burden is upon the defendant
to introduce supporting evidence that he acted in gelf-defense; and in
deciding whether or not the plea of seli-defense is established by such
supporting evidence, it is the duty of the jury to take into consideration
all the facts and circumstances proved in the case, both by the Commoafeﬁth*

and the defendant.
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V.

INSTRUCTION

The Court instructs the jury that in a case of

cide, the element of deliberation or premeditation may

be proved like any other fact, by either direct or

el

JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.

umstantial evidence or by a combination of both.
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COMMONWEALTH

v.
LEROY ROACH
INSTRUCTION NO.

The Court instructs the jury that if they believe from the
evidence that the defendant committed the homicide charged in the
indictment in the heat of passion, excited by a reasonable provocation
which caused him to do the act without premeditation and yet which was
insuificient to deprive him of the power of self-control, in that case
he is guilty of murder in the second degree, but if the provocation which
he received was such as to reasonably deprive him of the power of self-
control at the time the homicide was committed, then they should find

him not guilty of murder but of manslaughter.
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JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONEBURG, VA.

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, toe-wit:
In The Cirecuit Court of Rockingham County, Cctober Texm, 1962

The Grand Jurors of the Commonwealth of Virginia, in
and for the body of the County of Rockingham, now attending the
Cirvcuit Court of the said County, upon their oaths present that
Leroy Roach on the 21st day of July, 1962, in the County of
Rockingham, Virginia, feloniously did kill and murder one John W,
Shifflett, against the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of
Virginia,

Upon the evidence of Deputy Sheriff G. M., Wilcox and
Mrs., John W, Shifflett, witnesses sworn in open court and sent
to the Grand Jury to give evidence,
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}ﬂ; 1 COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGIMIA
tf»‘, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAM!
404-406 NORTH {2TH STREET

RICHMOND 18 -~
" e REPORT OF AUTOPSY -
it same Middle maese La name S Name Officisl Tishe
% o i b = : Body Identified by:
TYPE OF DEATH: Unsttended by a physicisa [J e e
Violent or Unnatural Budden i t health B R =
or Unna 0 M in apparen : [ B coLoR Dr. G. G. Teopen
Means: Unusual [] In prison [] |gaex m avcomen op | AMTEMOR  POSTemOR (X
5 o . Buspicious & jLaes =® ATER. O w
_mum
mﬂ_uj_mm_wﬂ_ﬂmmtm_m_w r_A DR, osomea ric! Dr. GG, Tanner
neoadle trfethee 0 smuerace O cwmcumossen Mo soov wear Cold 4 .

NON FATAL WOUNDS, ocm TATTOOING, aruu FEATUNES: Lip wo]len and blue, Kulti le houtoms over sntire

;a::: “"i'n.&‘ 8 i‘ e; "ﬁc:fhgt on :;:r the mgial upoct ofb% ﬁ. ays 13 £
h grutest dimension, Just 'bolov this hceration on the eyell
3!:3 EL eyelrow there is a verticsl hgmiig X, igh;te%th r the Fo .
% in% 2

wse thers 13 a curved laceration measur
1lip there is a curved laceration mauring h and at the r.i
1- a triangular hceration Just abova the mco-squamom jnnctlen wvhich -eanru ateud

bgood ip the rt. ear, Bloed also has dried on the face adjaecnt to tbe

s E— -

FATHOLOG ICAL DIAGNDSIS

Massive subarsechnoid hemorrhage involving bese of brain and brain stem and extending up over the
laterel surfaces of the cerebrasl hemispheres and into the third and fourth wentricles.

Multiple lacerations of face.

Multiple comtusiens of entire face and scalp.

Marked dependent pulmonery congestion, edema and intra-elvoohv- hemorrhage.

J

2
el B I N

.
gt Sty y
. ) . ) 2

" Prokddle - - : Provimigeray, Revoar [
eanre of deid: Massdwe suberachnoid hemorrhage invelving basze of brain and $acat Rmvonr =

brain stom and extending up over the lateral surfaces of the cerebral
ham@spheres and imto the third and fourth wentricles.

A coae copy:
L\ SEP 14 1962
(; T' -9 > e " . 2
Chinf Molinl Remenioes D 22:&_1 10330 A M, R.M.H,
Dow oad cime of swtopsy Siacm of swmopsy

CMB Porm No. 13, Rovbed 3-36,




SEROUS CAVITIES:
PLEURA:
PERITONEUM:
PERICARDIUM:
HEART:

LUNGS:

" PANCREAY:

ADRENAL GLANDS:
G. L TRACT:

KIDNEYS:

BLADDER:
INTERNAL GENITALIA:

NECK ORGANS:

BRAD AND MENINGES:

| Plaques.

: [Normrl sicucture,.

e

Smooth, glistening and no free fluid.
Kot remarkeble.
"

Normel in size and coanfiguration., The valves are all thin and delicate. The

coronary arteries are widely patent and show only rare smooth atheromatous
The acrta shows minimal erterioscleroeis, :

GROSS snd MICROSCOPIC DESCRIP' ¢ N

.

Dependent congestion and edems and intra-alveolar hemorrhasge. Otherwise not

remerkeble. The trach- 2 and bronchi are patent.

Hormal in size and coafiguratien. The cut surfaces are dark reddish-brown and
mo lesions of the liver are noted apert from a rare fat vaguale within the .
liver cslls. : . i .

-
- M

Hormal architeeturs, -
No leeions, Normal in size

and configuration,
Ko changes,seen, it

Normal in size and configufafion. The sections show no lesions,

Distended with clear urine. The nucoss is ninkish—;hito. No lesions,
Testes not remmrksble.

ot examined, except thad there is no obstruction of the larynx.

The scalp is incised by the usual ear to ear incision, There is a small amount

of subaponeurotic hemocrrhage in the anterior portion of the scalp. The calvariun
is removed. There is a large amount of subarachnoid hemorrhage. On examination
this i4s found to be massive in the region of the base of the brain, especiall
below the anterior loles =nd zaround the brain stem. The hemorrhage obscurs the
architectural details in these areas. Tne hemorrhage ¢xtends sutward on to the
lateral and auterior surfaces ~f the brain. The brain is removed from the
cranial cavity. Serial sections show blood within the third & fourth wentriecles.
There i3 no hemorrhage within the brain substance and no petechial hemorrhages
are sesn in the brain substance. The pituitary gland is normal in size and
configurstion and is surrounded by blood. The dura is #ripped from the calvariun
and from the bese of the brain and no evidence of a frecture is seen at any pelnt.
The section of the spinmal cord shows normal structure. The medulla shows some
subarachnoid hemorrhage. Sections of the cortex show marked subarachnoid hemcsrhage
Sections taken through the base of the brain show marked subarachnoid hemorrhage.
Adjecent to the surfsce ~f the base of the brain there are small perivascular

hemorrhagss and interstitial hemorrhages but this process is not marked.

OTHER LABORATORY PROCEDURES: ToxicoroGy [] . BACTERIOLOGY (] SmoLocy ] NonE [
DIiSPOSITION OF EVIDENCE
TYPE (Clothing, Buflete, Ei.) NAME OF RECIPIENT ADDRESS OFFICIAL TITLE DATE

—_——— e o ——



AUTOFSY PRCTCCUL 462-32

John Wilmer Shifflatt Dute of Death: 7=-21-62
Male, Age-34 yesre Bour of Deeth: 6200 P M. 7
Lirdtations: Complote Bate of Autopsyr 7-22.62
Serviess of s Dr. Tarmer Four of Awvtopsy: 10130 A M,

ARATOMICAL DIMGEE TS

Massive sudareahnold hemorrhege involving buse of braim and bvain stem
and extanding up owver the latersl surfssee of the ocewelral hemisphares
and imto the Shiyd asd fouwrth wventrioclss.

Mnltiple lacerations of face,

¥altiple contusions of entire feee and sealyp.

Mariked dopenldsgt pulnomary songestion, sdeme and intre-elveolar hemorrhage.

FIRAL 3MRAY

This iz the csse of & 3-years-old, vhite male, who engazed in sn eliercation
with 2 friemd, During the ight, bhe apperently sustained mmsltiple injuries
to the faes and head, fs apparently fell baeclvard agaimet a csr and elid
down to the pround, He wes promounced fesd st the zcene,

&

¥, Ho Tallet, Ko D, 7
Pathologist

WET /meh
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John Wilmer 3bhifflatt A62-32
CLINICAL 3DEARY

This ia the case of s 3{yeare-cld, vbite male, vho vhen sesn by the
sedinal exaziner at about 7 P.M, on July 2st, wes desd, The story
pleeed together s that thie mar vho bad a vife and three childres

and vho reslded outside of Elkiten wan sean ebout 1 howr prior to bis
death by the local undevrteker end it waa the ispreseion of the wafer-
fakeor that the decedant had mot been Arinking at that time. 7The
dsoedent gpareztly got into an ergment vith e frisnd,vho lived about
$th of 2 mils avay,over some automotive repair work. The ergusenmi
task place bioide a car epparently parked by the side of the resd.

The decedent 13 a lerge ma» amd his aseeilarmt i3 veported to Lo smeller
in sise. The dece?wnt was hit and apparently fell dackierd hitting the
cey mear vhieh ths, wiw sltanding. Vhem e fight started the vile of
the decedent, vho wvns standing neerly, started to run. The uadertaksr
was called about 6:15 or 6130 end the mar was reported %o % dead wpon
the arriwal] ¢f the underta¥sr. The dscedent 12 sald to have leen in
good health prier to his death,
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deba Wilner SRifT)1ote A62-32
QRO2S DESCRIPTION

The bady fs that of e well developed,
-urhh.d. vhite male messuring 177 owm. ia leagth. The

Y¥rown. The eyes are light tam in color. The pupils are sppreximstely

-
:

in
the medial sspest of the
greatest dimension, Juw
Just Balow the eye bLiow thare 10 a werticel lassrstion messuring 7 ma,
iz leagth. Over the of the nose thers is g eurved laseration
measuring 1.2 om, in A
uppser lip there 18 a
at the mid-peint of the

thiohmmnboutll-.i:

{3 & pormal amount of subswtai ows edipese tissue. The stristed musscles

: There is »~ fyoe finid {n either pleural cavity eor
perieardial eavity. There is ¢ omell amoumt of fludd in the periltemsal
eavity vhich {a theught tv be soecmdary % the enbalming process, The
ceresal surfa are 21) smcoth, moist and plistening and the relationshipe
of the viassra nernal .

BEE QGAESy Bot emanmined.

GAIDIOVASCUAR SEIRM: The heavrt is mormal in sirze and configuretiom.

There are seatiered sreas im vhich ths epiceardium is vhite and cpaque.

The wn i3 firm and on section is pale red im oclor. The lsaflste

of all of the wlves are thin and deliazte. The foremen cvale is anztomisally
slosed. The eoromery ostia are not marrowed. The corcmery srtories are
opamed throughout exd sre widely patent, The intima {s smooth end glistening
snd bright yellow, The walls sre s~ end resilient, Ths acrta likbswies
shows a smooth, glistenimg bright yellow intima with only a rere smootd
athsrematous plagus. Thare are ne emboli or throabl in Lie pulsonery
artsries,

LEGS;: The lumge are large and fil)l thelir respeative cavities. The smterier
portions sre pinkish-white, soft and evepitert whilo the pesterior g;um
aye ipsreased in conzletensy, suderepitent and pwyplish in ceclar, cut
surfeses ar* similar i® cclor, The dependenmt rortions are sees o be
scagected end odespteus. The trechea snd bronchi containms a small ancemt

of a senguiresns muesid material,
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LR YNorme) im sise axd sonfligwetien. ‘he
glistening., The liver (s firm and ez seoticn i tapr ia eolor with me
alteration of the usual architestwrs.

BLIARY SY87XMs The galltledder ie ful)l of dark green visefd kle.
The muweosa ie dark greon and wvelvely in eppearanse. The bile duete ere
y‘hﬂt.

§
j
E

RAEEASs lNoxmm] in sise and couliguvetion., It is fima, tan and showe
the ussel lobulstien., BSerial seetiens chovw mo gross lesicna,

t Hormel 12 sise and sonfigurstion, It is firum and shows & smooth
o8 « The vt euvfass is dark red,

LRERMIE ST Bot reamriable,

ADRERAL GIAMDS: The right end loft sdremels are normel iz eise and
eonfiguretion, On ssotiom the cowrtex ¢ Wright yellow and pormsl in
thickness.

IBIRARY STSTE¥: The kidveys ere mormel in else and ecafiguwretion. The
oapsule strip easily rovealing 2 emeeth pale red swrface. On soslien the
eortex and msdullery ppremids chew a normal econfiguretion., The pelves

and uwreters are novmal in sise, The Liadfer 1s distended ard filled with
a slear strav colored Tluild, The mueose jo pimkisdkevhite.

8 The prestate is norsal in size and econfigurmation, It ia
moderstely fire and the ocut surfass ie homogensous and whits., Ths testes
arve botk located within the cocrotem and the cut swrfases show normel
struwetuve.,

SELIEZAL STSTHRM+ Wot remarksbls, Do frectures ere neted.

CENIRAL BETOSE SIBTNs The scalp is meflscted by the usual cay to sar
incision., Therw is 2 small emownt of subaponsuretic lsmorrhege in the
axterior per tion of the sealp., The celwarium i2 removad.x There i3 @
large awowet of subsrechuedd hemsrrhege. O cxsminstisom this is found ¢
be mssive {n the regien of the tase of the byain, espeoislly belew the
astorier lobee and arvund the Wreis stem, The hemorrhege chesures the
arebitesturel detaile ia these eveas., The heworrimge exteads cwtvard
om %o the latemal 2ad amterior surfeees of the bwain. The brain ia
rexcved from the evumial ecavily. BSerial sectisns shew bloed within the
third ventriele end fourth ventrizle., There is no hemorrbage vithir the
brain subotence and ne poteshial bessrrhages are ®oen in the btwais
sabstanss, The pituitary gland (e morms)l in eise and conuliguwretion end
is surrounded by blood., The dure is etwipped frem the ealvariwm and
the dmse of the bruinm and po avidanes of s freature is seen at anmy point.
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Jekn Wilser 3b4fFlott A62-32
MICROBCOPIC DESCRIPTION

JI3TES  fetive spermetogenssis,

IRCETATE: Normel architecture.

E4IDIRt Yo lesions,

ADZEDIX: Patent luwmen with all layers of the well Iintaet,

LEGS: The sectiome from the depemfent portisns of the lung show iatya-
alveclar bpemorrhegs, congestion apd odesm with macvevhages eamdefining a
green pigment, ¢

EQ8L0Es ot remevizble,

JIER: Sormsl steuwcture.

ISOFEACTR s There are ccllectioms o lymphocytes in the sulwmcoss.
LR Fornsl structure,

SERECY: Ko leaioms,

BAKE 48t Yormal erehitecture.

TR There is some sutolysis. A fow lymphocytes are
the portal ereas, / vere fut 3w vaouole is seen in the

sesn in some of
liver cells.
SPIZEN: The lymphoid follieles zre prominert,

BBAETr Norssl arehitsature.

AORYAY This rection thova normel structure epart from soms inersase in
the Bmeophilic ground swistanes,

PITCIT R ClANPs The antericr end posteriss lodes show mermel strusture.
EREYS: Yo lesioms are noted.
ADFTRAL CIAMDS: Foreal structure. Several oortical medules eve presead.

CENTRLL IERTORS STONNs The seetion of the epinal cord chovs mormal strustuve,
fhe medvila shows some subavachneid hemcrrhege. S2ecticas of the certax ches

mried subatechuold hemorrhage. Sections taken through the bage of the twaia
shov merked subarschmoid hesorrhage. Adjassct %o the wurface ef the tase of

the brain there are smell periwaccular hemorrheges and interstitial hemarvheges
tut this prossse is not werked,
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AMENDED COPY ;
: COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA £
m’ Resident DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH t_J

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER '
404-406 NORTH 12TH STREET

{0 Non-resident RICHMOND 19, VA,
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION BY MEDICAL EXAMI

DECEDENT _.lahn WL mer Soirrtett AGE:_Ji SEX:
Fioe same Bbiiddle pame Last pame
ADDRESS BElktan Rockingnam M XXi8X® OCCUPATION: Tanarer
Number aad Scre City ¢ County
TYPE OF DEATH : In prison [J Suspicious [ o Unusual [
sus,
Sudden in apparent health: Unattended by a phy;i:?an: Violent or Unnatural §
Instantaneous without obvious cause Found dead without obvious cause
After unexplained coma [ Unattended during fatal ilinsss Means:
After unexplained rapidly fatal illness [ ] Stillbirth attended by midwife
LAST SEEN ALIVE | HUURY OR ILLMESS DEATH MEDICAL EXAMINER | VIEW OF BOOY | PoLICENOTIMD |
Gy ok OF THE POLLOWNG
— 1=<cI=tc ingjury (=cI-0¢ T=e¢I=0¢ 1-¢I-0¢ 1=<I-b¢ - g
Tie 53 B s 30 B 8 P 7 B 7330 B sc5 B PEDEITRIAN O
NOTIFICATION BY: ADDRESS
LOCATION CITY OR COUNTY TYPE OF PREMISES (£ Q. NOSPITAL, HOTEL, HIGHWAY, ETC.)
INJURY OR ORSET OF
Kamiss E,LKTaQIL 2 ri Elmil'
DEATH Elrxton, Va. ockingham nignway
VIEWING OF BODY BY
i Elkton, Va. }?ocklngnam nighway
CEICRPTION OF BODY NOSE MOUTH “ARS NOX FATAL WOUNDS OGN wsoR
GLOTHED Bf LWOLOTHED D BLOOD | ¥ X X |ABRASION DIBURN [D|JAW CARMS O |cowom
PARTLY CLOTHED DHAIR_DRLACK | FROTH CONTUSION XU sTAB O|NECK (O CHEST [0 | ANTEROS O POSTERIOR O
MQ__MM_DL_(&HE.I‘ % 1 g x GURSHOT DI INCISED ()| BACK [ ABDOMEN [ | LATERAL. O
CIRCUMCISED [ PUPILS: R L | water, ote] LACERATION(] LEGS DO
EVES: Celr DAZEL _OPAITIES ETC. o FRACTURE 0O SEALP 0 FACESD) NEEK D CHEST O
. waoHt 0D aemeri _ 71 | mstmmm:i
=" | BACK [] ABDOMEN [J ARMS [ LEGS [)
BODY HEAT! rarm
FATAL WOUNDS:
TYPE (QUNSHOY, IOISED, STAS. ETS.) szx SHAPE LOCATION PLANE, LINE OR DIRSCTION
i
Probable cause of death: , Manner of death:  (Chcck one ondy)  DISPOSITION OF CASE:
4 Sra “mace Ve - o : ’ ] ‘e >‘A! Nm ed. ! i
Sub %I:a}c“"_,&%,m"'c"f‘fl"‘f("é’ ft,f o Accident [ Suicide [] Homicide ® ‘\mo;s'yn a‘;tctz:or?::dm%" case [}
iraciurea nose, .uitlple Derdtogd® Naturul (] Unknown (] Pending (J By: Br.G. 0. Tannes
ot entire race and scalp Pathologis#i.H. 131 uot
I hereby declare that after receiving notice of the death described herein I took of the body and made inquiries regarding

the cause ot death in accordance with Section 19.1-42, Title 19 of the 1950 Code of inia as amended ; and that the information

contained herein regarding such death is true and correct to the best of know belief.
femg Tl ; ST
= ey e g g SEP (£ 4 1967 sismere of Ml s

A COPY TESTE: :
Cﬁief Madical Ex‘a‘niner " 24 6 1 ;‘3

CME Foem Mo i——Revised 11-39
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA '
H/ Resident DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH t_}

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER -

£404-408 NORTH 12TH STREET
RICHMOND 18, VA,

{0 Non-resident
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION BY MEDICAL EXAMINES
DECEDENT .lobn i lmex Snitiiett AGE:-_33 SEX:
Flst neme Middle e Lest same
ADDRESS Elkton Roclkingnam M MW{SX® OCCUPATION: __Laasorer
Nomber sed Serest City ox County
TYPE OF DEATH:: In prison [] Suspicious [J— ~ Unusual []
suspect mes:
Sudden in apparent health: Unattended by a physic;n: Violent or Unnatural
Instantaneous without obvious cause Found dead without obvious cause )
After unexplsined coma Unattended durir? fatal iliness [ | AMeans:
After unexplained rapidly fatal illness Stillbirth attended by midwife  []
LAST SEEN ALWE | IMURY OR RANESS DEATH MEDICAL EXAMIMER |  VIEW OF BODY | POLIOK NOTIFIED
i 8 IR
G OF THE
- (=¢I=trg 1L nJury {=eI-b¢ 1=eI=be¢ T=¢I-b¢ 1=¢I~b¢ g
. ‘ - s —— s pp—— SR
el BETETD . 230 PN | O KU 7 B 1330 LE&.‘LL =
NOTIFICATION BY: ADDRESS
LOCATION CITY OR COUNTY TYPE OF PREMISES (€. G., HOSPITAL, HOTEL, MIGHWAY, ETC.)
IIURY OR ONIET OF
Elkton Rociingham highway
DEATH Eixton, Va, Rockingham niznway
VIEWING OF BY
MEDICA. Shamman Elxton, Va. Rockingnam righway
DESCAPTION OF RODY NOSE | MOUTH | EAms HON FATAL WOUNDS moon LvoR
CLOTHED [ WNOLOTMED [ X X X _|ASRASiON O BURN [fJaw D ARMS 0O | colon
PARTLY CLOTHED OMAR_DIGECK | rROT™M __|CcONTUSIONID STAB (| NECK (JCHEST [ | ANTERIOR O POSTENSOR O
M_uwm_m__(m airt x GUNSHOT ] INCISED (1| BACK [ ABDOMEN O | LATERM. D
OIRCUMCISED D PUPILS: R L | waiw, o) LACERATION) LEGE O
EVES: Oster AZEL _ OPAMTIES, ETC. FRACTURE OJ Ri—
weiaHT 105 Lewar 71 DISTRIBUTION: ilf-ﬂ-'n W
———" IBACK (] ABDOMEN [] ARMS [ LEGS [)
POOY MEAT:  Warm
FATAL WOUNDS:
TYPE (BUNSHOT, INCIED, STAD. ETS.) size BHAPE LOCATION FLARE, LINE OR DIRRCTION
Probable cause of death: Manner of death: (Check one only) DISPOSITION OF CASE:

Sub a: acu.d&b neorrnage seconGury-Accident ] Suicide [] Homicide [] 2 ﬁgto?)s?eadu‘fl?cl)rei:::‘r case []

Lr:acturea rose, :aultiple nematogas Nutural ] Unknown [] Pendingas] By:
of entire trace and scalp : Pathobgiga_.ﬂ‘_laiuat

I hereby declare that after receiving notice of the death described herein I took charge of the body and made inquiries regarding
the cause of death in accordance with Section 19.1-42, Title 19 of the 1950 Code of Virginia as amended ; and that the information

contained herein regarding such death is true and correct to the best of knowled d belief.
(=g T=ing Rockinsnam— M‘W
Dace City or Cn&v of Appointment Signeture of Medical Exassiper

4 copy Tegre: UL 24 1962

CME Foom No. I—Ravised 1139 5 [\,._-———-::o 24612-

ht et M_ndica\ Examiner
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Comp. Form 18-A e

i
—
STATE OF VIRGINIA _pogktnghan o o
TO ANY SHERIFF OR POLICE OFFICER:
Whereas, Janes R. 81}7@
has this day made complaint and information on oath before me, Donald 5. Evans e
Justice of f’_ﬁi Peace of the said County, that
LeRoy foach in the said County
did on the__=hbl 4, of JURY 1982, Unlawtully_ond felonfously

k411 and murder one John ¥, Shifflett,against tho peace and dignity of
the Commonwealth of Virginia,

These are, therefore, to command you, in the name of the Commonwealth, to apprehend and bring before the

County Court of the said County, the body#(bodies) of the above accused, to answer the said complaint and to be

further dealt with according to law And you are also directed to summon:

%/’ 2 /ﬂ 2 / color —_ Address /%//;

a
///// color —_ Address =L[e]
7%/”/,//7/7 color ——_ Address O
color — Address O
color —— Address |
as witnesses.

Given under my hand and seal, this 21 th —day of July ¢ 196‘.3

s > WY Wt TR _ (Seal)

mmﬂ gxde of lmnn; cer




STATE OF VIRGINIA—COUNTY OF , to-wit:

1 a Judge of the County Court
s Justice of the Peace

in and for the County aforesaid, State of Virginia, do certify

that

and , as his suret have this day each acknowledged themselves indebted
to the Commonwealth of Virginia in the sum of Dollars
($ ), to be made and levied of their respective goods and chattels, lands, and tenements to the use of the Commonwealth to
be rendered, yet upon this condition: That the said , shall appear before the gl’u‘f::; Court
of County. on the . .~ 577 day of -

at M., at Virginia, and at any time or times to which the proceedings may be continued
or further heard, and before any court thereafter, having or holding any proceedings in connection with the charge in this warrant, to answer
for the offense with which he is charged, and shall not depart thence without the leave of said court, the said obligation to remain in full force
and effect until the charge is finally disposed of or until it is declared void by order of a competent court; and upon further condition that

— "ON_LI3D0d
Ygo° 7?11y ;%7

the said shall keep the peace and be of good behavior for a period of. days
from the date hereof. Nonappearance shall be deemed to constitute a waiver of trial by jury.
Given under my hand, this —_____ day of 19,
Judge.]. P.
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SEROUS CAVITIES:
PLEURA:
PERITONEUM:
PERICARDITM:
HIART:

LUNGS:

LIVER:

SPLEEN:
PANCREAS:

ADRENAL GLANDS:
G. I. TRACT:

KIDNEYS:

BLADDER:
INTERNAL GENITALIA:

NECK ORGANS:

BRAIN AND MENINGES:

TREHEC
fr 2 e

GROSS and MiCROSCOPIC DESCRIPTION

&

Smooth, glistening and no free fluid.
Not remerkable,
L L]

Normal in size and configuration. The valves are all thin and delicate, The
coronary arteries are widely patent and show only rare smooth stheromatous
phqqu. The scrta shows minimel arteriosclercsis.

Dependent congestion and edema and intra-alveolar hemorrhage. Otherwise not

remarkable, The trachea and bronehi are patent,

Normal in size and configuraticn. The cut surfaees are dark reddish-brown and
no lesions of the liver are noted apart from a rare fat vecuole within the
liver cells, ;

Normal structure.
Hormal erchitecture.

No lesions. Normal in size and configuration,
Ro changes,seen.

Normal in size and configuretion. The sectioms show no lesions.

Distended with clesr nrine. The mucosa is pinkish-vhite. Ko lesioms.
Testeg not remarkable,

Not examined, except that there is no obstruetion of the lerynx,

The scelp is inciced by the ususl eer to eer ineision. There is a small amount
of subeponeurotic hemorrhage in the enterior portion of the scelp. The calvarium
is removed. There is a large emount of suburachnoid hemorrhage. On examination
this is found to be msssive in the region of the bese of the brain, oapochllz
below the anterior Jobas wnd sround the “rain ster, The hem~rrhage obseurs the
architectural deteils in these arees., The hemorrhasge extends outward on to the
lrtersl and enterfor surfoces of the Yrein., The brein is removed from the
eranial cavity. Serial sectionms show blood within the third & fourth ventricles.
There is no hemorrhage within the brain substance and no petechial hemorrhages
are seen in the brain substance. The pituitary gland is normal in sire and
eonfiguretion and is surrounded blood, The dura is g#ripped from the calvarium
end from the bese of the brain and no evidence of a frseture is seen at any point.
section of the spinel cord shows normal structure. The medulla shows some
subarachnoid hemorrhage, Sections of the cortex shov perked suberachnoid
Sections taken through the Base cf the brain show narked subarachnoid
Adjrcent to the surfece nf the hease of the brein there nre emall perivascular

hemorrhages and interstitial hemorrheges but this process is not marked.

OTHER LLABORATORY PROCEDURES:

TOXICOLOGY [ ] . BACTERIOLOGY [] SEROLOGY [] NONE

DISPOSITION OF EVIDENCE

TYPE (Clothing, Bullets, Ete.'

l NAME OF RECIPIENT ADDRESS | OFFICIAL TITLE 1 DATE

5



COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER
404-406 NORTH 12TH STREET
RICHMOND 18

REPORT OF AUTOPSY

DECEDENT .. John  Wilmer  Shifflett  Auwpsy cuchorized by Dre Go. G, Tarmer
First name Middle name Last panie Name Odficial Ticde
N . ‘ 0T - 473 P : Ko Bady Identified by:
TYPE OF DEATH: Unattend« 1 by a physician [} ‘
|
Violent or Unnatural [] Sudden in apparent health ™% - = lcowom . __
) 4 NECK OL CHEST 3 | Dr. G, G. Tanmer
Means: L‘X]lls‘Jill 1 In prison GACK 2 ABDOMEN X | ANTERIOR POST:RIOR 1_“._‘-
Suspicious & |iees o |LATERAL O PLHSONS PRESENT AT AUTOPSY
Ay =L | REGIONAL ____ .
AGL&, . RACE._ __sex Male enorudl77 €MwecHr . eves TAR pupns. A 4 WOT, opacities, erc.|] Dre GG, Tanner
nair Ak, bedndaqc _Q,. ~ mustache O cikeemcise: Mo soosr Cald v A mu,

NON FATAL WOUNDS, SCARS. TATTOOING, GTHER FEATUREs: Lip suo]_lcn and blue. Multinle hpmtma OVP!' entire
uo. '{20{0 is an oblique hcemtio over the it extendizi:g ¥pvard anld) baekwirda which mea es
ength, There 1s a trie lacer-tinon o¥er the medial aspect of the lt. eyebrov wh
ut 8mm. in greatest 4 menﬂion. Just below this lecersiion on the eyelid, upper, ust
mov tgl eIebrow there_is a vertical laceration rnnf'nr*n Ty, in lenrgtn Over_the bridge the
a curved laceration measuring 1l.2cm ngt . At th leteral portion of the rt.
r 11 re is a curved laceratioun measuring §nm in Jength and at the midpoint of the ugper lip
ia a triangular lacerstion just above the muco-squemous junction which measures about in
nto dinnsi There is blood in the rt. ear Blood also has dri on the face adjacent to the

'-VI'\h. _V-"_V-\ | EEEER W LT V"-.-. "A\\- Sy e A s S Do

PATHOLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS

Massive subarachnoid hemorrhare involving bese of brain and brain stem and extending up over the
laters]l surfaces of the cerebral hemispheres end into the third end fourti ventricles.

Multiple lacerstions of fsce,

Multiple contusions of cntire I{ree and scelp.

Marked dependent pulmonery congestion, edema and intra-clveolar hemorrhage.

Probable PROVISIONAL REPORT []
cause of i.uh: Massive suberschnoid hemorrhage involving base of brain and FINAL RE:
brain stem and extending up over the lateral surfaces of the coretral i Fiishd
hemfspheres and into the third and fourth ventricles.
| The fagsfsta: ed Qextin are t:"r-;.;, correct :h’:—“‘ﬁ
A true copy: | of nwtﬂ edge anﬁ\ belief _
W) ¥/ 4&4
T n&&ni of Patholosist P&thoﬁ
Chief Medical Examiner S Dace i7-22-62 ‘ 10'30 A.M. I, .5 e n M H. -
Date and time of zuropsy Place of susigsy

CME Form No. 10, Revised 5-56,

oY



AUTOP! ~ PROTOCOL A62-32

John Wilmer Shifflett ‘ Date of Deaths 7-21-62
Male, Age~34 years ! Bour of Death: 63100 P.M,?
Limitations: Complete Date of Autopsy: 7-22-62
Servieces of: Dr. Tenner Hour of Autopsys 10:30 A.M.

ANATOMIC DIAGROSIS

Massive subarachnoid hemorrhage involving bese of brain and brain stem
and extending up over the lsteral surfaces of the cerebral homispheres
and into the third and fourth ventricles.

Multiple lacerations of face.

Multiple contusicns ~f entire face 2nd scalp.

Marked dependent pulmcnary congestion, edema and intra-elveolar hemorrhage.

FINAL SUMMARY
This is the csse of a 34-years-old, white male, who engaged in an altercation
with a friend. During the fight, he apparently sustained multiple injuries

to the face and head. Me spparently fell backward sgainst a2 car and slid
down to the sround. He was promounced dead at ths scene,

) ’
W. H. Talbot, M. D, %

Pathologist
WHT/ncb
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John Wilmer Shifflett A62-32
CLINICAL SUMONRY

This is the case of a 34{~years-eld, while male, wvho when seen by the
medieal exaniner at about 7 P.N. on July 21st. vas dead, The story
pleced together is that this man vho hal a vife and three childrem

and vho resided cutside of Elkton was soem about 1 hour prior te his
death by the local undertaker and it was the impreseiom of the under-
taker thot the decedent had not been drinking at that time. The
decedent gparently got into an argument with a friend,vho lived ebout
$tL of a nile away,uver some automotive repair work. The argument
took piace beside a car apparently perked by the side of the road.

The decedent is a large man and his asseilent is reported to be smaller
in e#ize. The decedent was hit and apparenily fell backward hitting the
car near wiaich they were standing. When the fight started the vife of
the decedent, who was standing nearby, started to run. The undertaker
was called abcut 6115 or 6330 and the man was reported to be dead upen
the arrival of the undertaker. The decedent 1s said to have been in
good health prior to his death,
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John Wilmer Shifflett A62-32
GROSS DESCRIFTION

' 4 The body is thei of a well aeveloped, well
nourished, white male meesuring 177 em. in length. The hair is dark
btrown. The sjes ars light tan in color., The pupils are avproximetely
equal dnd measure 4(~5 mm, in diameter, The body has been embelmed
arterially. There is nc oeard. No mhstache. The penis has not been
circumsized. The face presents multiple scft tissue hematomss over the
enti=o fer . T-> 1ips are swollen and bluish in color. There is an
oblique laceration over the right eye extending uoward ani backwards
whica wewosu.98 < cie ib sength. Jhere 14 a triangular iaceration over
the we..al aspect of the left eyebrow which measures atout 3 mm, in
greatest aimension, Just oelow this laceration on the eyelid, upper,
Just bolow the eye brow there is a vertical laceration measuring 7 mm.
in length. Over the bridge of the nose there is a curved lacerztion
messuring 1.2 cm., in length, At the right latersal portion of the right
upper liz there is a carved laceration measuring © mm. in length and

at tie mid-point of the upper lip there 1s & triangular laceration just
above the muco-squamous junction which measures about 6 mm. in greatest
dimension. There is blood in the right ear. Blood alsoc has dried on
the face adjacent to the laserations described above. The nose is
fractured. The arms are tanned. I[he nails and feet ere dirty and there
appears to be grease in the naile. CUtherwise the external exsmination
is not remarkable.

SECTION:s The body is opened by the usual "Y® shaped incision. There
is a normal amount of subcutaneous adipose tissue. The striested muscles
are dark red.

SEROSAL CAVITIFSs There is no free fluld in either pleural cavity or
pericardial cavity. There is a small amount of fluid in the peritoneal
oavity which is thought to be secondary to the embslming process. The
serosal surfaeez are all smooth, moist and glistening and the relationships
of the viscers”X¥% normal.

NECK ORGANS: Not examined.

; CYSTEMs The heart is normal in sige and configuration.
There are scattered areas in wnich tne epicardium is white and opaque.
The myocardium is firm and on section is pale red in color. The leaflets
of all of the walves are thin and deiicate. The foramen owvale is anatomically
closed. The coronary ostia sre not narrowed., 1€ coromary artcries are
opened throughout and are widely patent. The intims is smonth and glistening
and brigoht yellow. The walls are soft and resilient. The aorta likewise
shows a smootn, glistening bright yellow intima with only a rare smooth
etheromatous plaque. -here are no emboli or thrombi in the pulmonary
artrriag,

LUN:S: The lungs are large and fill their respcctive cavities. The anterior
portions are pinkish-white, soft and erepitent while the posterior tions
are increased in eonsistensy, subcrepitent and purplish in color, e cut
surfaces are similar in color. The dependent portions are sesn to be
congested and elematous. [liv trashea and bronchi contains a small amount

of a sanguineocus mucoid material.
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John Wilwer Shifflett A62-32
GROSS 1. 3CRIPTION CON'D

FVRYYE [oitM1 The _acosa of the esophaygus is pinkish-
vhite in color. The stomach ocontains m moderate smount of a erayish
mucold msteriai, The small inteatine e8:7ws marked edema »f the wall.
This is thought t~ be secondary to the embalming process. Thre appendix
ies long. The coion is not remarkable,

Lai ot cowel iu size and configurstion, <ihe capsule 18 smooth and
glistenine., The liver ies firm and on section is tan in color with no
alteration of the ususzl architecture.

BILIARY SYuI1tMs The gallblsdder is full of dark green viscid bile.
The mucosa is dark green and velvety in eppeerance. Tne bile duests are
patent,

PANCRrA -1 liormal in size and configuration, It is firm, ten and shows
the usual lobulation. Serial sections show no gross lesions,

SPLFENt Normal in size and eonfiguration, It is firm and shows a smooth
eapsule., The cut surface i1s dark red.

LYMPHATIC S¥SThh: Not remarkable,

ADRENAL ULANDS: The right and left adrenals are normal in size and
configuration, On section the cortex is bright yellow end normal in
thickness,

URINARY SYSTrM: The kidneys are normel in size and configurestion. The
capsule strip easily revealing a smoeth pale red surface. On section the
cortex and medullary pyramids show a normal configuration, The pelwves
and ureters are normal in size, The bladfer is distended and filled with
a clear strav colored fluid., The mucosa is pinkisbmswhite.

GYNITALIA: The prostate is normel in size and c-nfigursti~n. It is
moderately firm and the cut surfeee {s homoteneous amd whive., The testes
are bnth lecated within the serotum and the cut surfeeea show noimal
structure,

SKELFTAL SYSTEM: Not remarkable. No fractures are noted.

CENTRAL NERVOUSE UYSTiM: The scalo is reflectad by tie usual ear to ear
incision, There is & small amoumt of subaponeurctie newceriave in the
anterior na tion nf the seslp. The calvarium is removed.m iuers is a
large amount of suberschnoid hemorrhege, un examination this iz found to
be maseive in the region of the base of tne brain, especiaily oelow the
anterior lobes and erouna the brain stes. L(he hemorrhage obscurs the
architectural details in these areas., The her~»vhec~a avtanda sutwvard

on to the lateral and anterior surfaces of the train. iie ocalin is
reroved from the eranial cavity. Serirl sections show blocd within the
third ventriele and fourth ventricle. 1Ihere is no hemorrhage within the
brain substanee and nc petechial hemorrhaves sre seen in the brain
subatance., The pituitery sland i2 norsw1l in size awd configuration snd
is surrommied by blood. The dura i3 strioped from the calvarium and from
the base of the brain and no evidenee »f & fracturs i woen at any point,
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John Wilmer Shifflett A62-32
MICRCSCOPIC DESCRIPTION

STESs Aetive spermatogenesis,
STATEt Normal architeecturs.
BIADDFR: No lesions,
APFERDIX: Patent lumen with all layers of the wall intact.

UG3t The sections from the dependant portions cof the lung show intra-
alveolar hemorrhage, congestion and edeme with macrophages containing a
green pigment,

COILON: Not remarkable.

JLFUM: YNormal structure.

ESOPHAGUSt There are collections of lymphocytes in the submucosa.
JEJUNUM: Kormal structure,

STMMACH: Ko lesions,

PANCRFAS: Normal architeecturs,

LIVER: There is some autolysis, A few lymphocytes are seen in some of
the portal areas. A rare frt lw wacuole is seen in the liver colls,

SPIFEN:s The lymphoid follicles are prominent.
HEART: Normsl architecture.

AORTA1 This seetion shows normal structure apert from some incresce in
the basophilie ground substance.

PITUITARY CIAND: The anterior and posterior lobes show normal astructure,
EIDREYS:t No lesions are noted.
ADFFRAL GIAKDS: Normal structure. Several cortical nodules are present.

CENTRAL NFRVOUS SYSTFMs The section of the epinal cord shows norwal structure,
The medulla shows some subarachnoid hemcrrhage. Sections of the cortex shav
marked suberachnoid hemorrhage. Cections taken through the bese of the brain
shov marked subarachnoid hemorrhage. Adjacent to the surface cof ths bese of
the brain there are smell perivascular hemorrhages end interstitial hemorrhages
but this process is not marked.
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NWEALTH
V.

ZZQ%/CK,<§é%%%gé%Zé;7Z

INSTRUCTION

The Court instructs the jury that every unlawful

homflcide in Virginia is presuand in law to be murder in the
secpnd degree. In order to elevate the offense to murder
in the first degree, the burden of proof is on the Common-
weajth; and in order to reduce the offense to manslaughter,
or fo show a justification or excuse, the burden is upon

the|accused.

JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.
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’ W INSTRUCTION

The Court inmstructs the jury that to constitute a willful,
del ate and premeditated killimg, it is not necessary that the
inteption to kill should exist for any particular length of time

P to the actual killing; it is only necessary that there was
deliberation and premeditation givem by the accused to his
putphn at the time of the killing or at any time previously.

JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.
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INSTRUCTION

The Court instructs the jury that where death follows
pltercation of mutual combat, the killing is manslaughter,
andl in order to justify such killing as done in self-defense,
accused must prove two things; (1) That before the mortal
md was given, he declined further combat, and retreated as
as he could with safety; and (2) That he killed the deceased
pugh the necessity of preserving his own life or to save

1f from great bodily harm, or that there was reasomable
opnd to believe that the killing was necessary to preserve

own life or to save himself from great bodily harm.

JAMES R. SIPE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VA.
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COMMONWEALTH

W /4/// //

INSTRUCTION NO,

The Court instructs the jury that if they believe from the
evidence in this case beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant,
Ll trae L. S, WM "
hereyReeach, inflicted the mortal blow upon Wilmer=Shifflett, the law
presumes him to be guilty of murder in the second degree, and the
Court further instructs the jury that if the defendant relies upon self-
defense to excuse or justify the killing, the burden is upon the defendant
to introduce supporting evidence that he acted in self-defense; and in
deciding whether or not the plea of self-defense is established by such
supporting evidence, it is the duty of the jury to take into consideration

all the facts and circumstances proved in the case, both by the Commonwealth

and the defendant.
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My name is Leroy Roach, I am 28 years of age. My
address is Route #3, Elkton, Va.

I have been told that I am entitled to counsel, Never-
theless I do make the following statement voluntarily this 2lst
day of July, 1962, at 8:30 p.m. in the presence of Chief Robert
L. Deeds, Officer J., T. Howe, Deputy Sheriff G, M. Wilcox and
Commonwaalth's Attorney James R, Sipe.

Today, July 21, 1962, I had been doing some work with
Virgil Conley. Virgil lives at Sandy Bottom and I had gome down
the Beldor Road to pick him up this morning. I had a drink of
whiskey this morning about 9 a.m., and Virgil and myself drank
a pint during the day. I alsc had some beer to drink later this
mmgo

About 5 p.m. this afternoon I took Virgil home., On my
way back down the Beldor Road towards Route #33, I saw Elmer
Lee Shifflett, Leon Shifflett and amother boy beside the road
talking., I pulled off on the left side of the road to talk to
them, We started talking about car motors and other things. A
little later a man I know by the name of Wilmer Davis came down
the Beldor Road and stopped a few minutes to talk to us, I knew
that Wilmer was a good mechanic and I said something to him about
fixing the carburetor on my car, He said he would look at it later
today. I have known Wilmer for 7 or 8 years., Wilmer's wife and
little girl were with him, A little later Leonm Shifflett and the
other young boy left, Then Vilmer came back up the road and
stopped to talk, His wife and little girl were still with him,
Then Elmer Lee Shifflett left and I started to leave. But then
Wilmer and myself got in an argument and Wilmer hit me with his
fist on my head and got me down on the ground, I got up and
reached for the front left door on my car when he took me by my
shoulder, I then turned around and struck him a hard blow with
my £ist right above his nose, Wilmer fell down over the trunk
and left rear fender of my car and I then took hold of his shirt
and hit him & or 5 more times with my fist. He then fell on down
to the ground., After he fell down he was bleeding above his
eyes and nose, and was also bleeding from his mouth, He still
looked alive to me because he was meking a little noise and his
stomach moved a little. He never said anything or opened his
eyes after he fell to the ground. He was laying down hill, and
because he was bleeding so much I turned him around. After he
had been laying there for about 5 or 10 minutes, Shirley Dean,
who lives close to wme, came by in her car and I asked her to tell
oy wife to come up there or get a doctor or ambulance. I waited
for a while and I thought she had more than enough time to get
back several times, so I then got in my car to go down to my
house to see what was keeping my wife. After I had gome about
100 yards I met my wife and Shirley, so I then backed up to the
road to where Wilmer was still laying. My wife saw Wilmer just
lying there, so my wife and I decided to go down to the police
station in Elkton to tell them about what had happened., After
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we told the police, we started to go home but I decided to go
back up to where Wilmer was lying beside the road, The ambulance
and a number of people were already there when we arrvived, the
ambulance getting there right before us.

Nobody else was there at the time of the fight or when
we were having the argument except Wilmer, his wife and lictle
girl, and myself.

When I started to leave, just before Wilmer and I got
into the fight, he told me that Billy, my brother-in-law, and
told him that I would run if anyone came after me, or some
language similar to that indicating that Billy had told him I
was yellow,

I have read the above statement writtem on 3 pages,

and the statements are true and correct to the best of my know-
ledge.

S/ Leroy Roach

WITNESS:

J. T, Howe

G, M, Wilcox
James R, Sipe
RQ L. D..d" Jr.
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