
Number of Acres: 168 

ROCKINGHAH COUl\TTY 

NAME OF QLOO~ .. OT7NER 

#189 - fuorris , S. G. 

Location: xtending from Sandy Bottom to High Top I'ountc..in . T,,,o acres 
sol d to Jesse ![orris and translation of deed to take pl&ce at death 
of S. G. Horris . 

Roads: T rn miles of fair dirt roacl to Spotswood 'rai 1 ,near .;, ift Run:J. 
thence four miles to :lkton. 

Soil: 

steep 
Soil of fair dept_1 and fertility; some of it is very rocky with 

to moderate slopes, and northwest and southvrnst exposure . 

History of Tract and condition of timber: 
.1. large portion of this tract was cleL<red 

many years ago a.nu. has been cru.zed and cultivated since ith the exce11-
tion of sever:11 portions which have been neglected and is now r, rown up 
into brush . The wooded area has been c~t over repeatedly in the past . 
The present stand consi ts of mixed oaks und some dead chestnut present . 
The wooded area is estim-ted to cut an average of 8 cords per acre, or a 
lmp:l'.a.venrents :total of 216 acres . 

Improvements :( See reverse side for Improvement information) 

Acreage and value of types: 

Types Acreage 

Ridge: 

Slope: 25 

Cove: 1 

Grazing Land: 69 

Fields Restocking: 27 

Cultivated Land: 44 

168 
Orchard: 

Minerals : 

Value of Land: $ 2835 . 00 

Value of Improvements: $ 1525 . 00 

Value of Orchard:$ 175 . 00 

Value of Minerals: $ 

Value of Fruit: $ 

Value of Timber: $ 

ValueofWood: $ 50 . 00 

Value per acre for tract: tJ J. :If 

@ 

Value per acre Total Value 

,p3 . 00 ~75 . 00 

10. 00 10 . 00 

20 . 00 1~380 . 00 

10 . 00 270 . 00 

25 . 00 11 o.oo 
v'-'835 . 00 

175 . 00 

1525 . 00 

50 . 00 
A585 . 00 

Jesse !'o ... ris has upon dee.th off ther a 
v&lue of \645.00 for home in 1,hich he lives. 

Incidental damages arising from the taking of this tract: $NONE . 

~- /~fio_ ,L~ .. K. 
~ ?,~ 



REPORr ON THE ACREAGE 

of the 

S. G. MORRIS TR CT #189. 

'£his land was conveyed to s . G. Morris 

in eight separate parcels . The total of the 

acreages purported to be contained in these eight 

parcels is 222 . 

Only five of the eight tracts have 

descriptions which can be platted, and the ~creages 

of the other three must, therefore, have been mere 

guesses . 

Our field parties did sufficient work 

on this truct, in running boundary lines and tie 

lines, to locate every corner of the tract which 

was not located by u closed survey contuined in a 

deed . 

From these ties and closed surveys I 

have mapped the s. G. Morris tract, and find it to 

contain 168 acres, which is covered by the State ' s 

report . /2/7/J f) ,J 
vt/,//. ~ z:o~-

VI . 1l; . Sloan, 

Chief 3ngineer, Park Service . 



Vulu 

Locui.ion: 

Soi : 

oads : 

istory or 

a; l 89 -
. 
orris, 
F\ 

1.1 tend i ng from 
o ntatn . ..wo 

o. tra sla io 
d ... th of S. G. 

ount y : 1ocki n ham 
!strict : Stone a ll 

• G. 

· s sessed: 196 A - 140 P. Deed --

" '1180.00 

s andy bottom to igh Top 
er s sold to J esse •orri s 
o deed to ta e place at 
orr is . 

7 · -- 1890 - ~110 . 00 
20 \ -- 1918 100 .00 
07- 1~0 21906 - 400 .00 
13 A 1904 - 100 .00 
50 A 1910 372. 00 
6 ~ 1904 - 1·~.00 

~1 1 9 07.0 J 
b • appar nt----1 96 A. ly so l d 

1 0 p •. 
~oil f fui r depth and fert i l i ty ; s ome of it i s ve r y ro cky ~th 
steep to moderate slop s , a d orthwest and s ,1th est expos ur e . 

To mi l es of fa i r dirt road to Spot o ood T~ail near S,ift Run ; 
t h ~nee f tlr miles t-:> :lkton. 

tract ad co1d1t1on 04 ti~ ber: large portion of this tr ct as 
c l arod m~ ny y,..ars a..;o no. ao bHen gr azed nc o lt1vated since 
ith tie exc~pt i on of several porti ns Jicl h ve been neglected 

ana is ,, rown pinto brush . & me nev ground has been clca -
ed 1 vhe pat fe year s . he ,ooded are i h s been c4t over 
rope tedly 1 th pust . ' he pr es nt st n consists of mixed 

aks ads me dead ches t nut pr esent. The ooded are is en ti 
t d to c~t an avera e of 8 oorJs per acre v~lued 50¢ or a 

tot • of 216 cas . v lued 108. 00 . 

~I_m_p_r_o_v_e __ e_n_t_s ...... : elling: l og l9x20', l story , 3 rooms , ceiled , occupi ed Ly 
ten1nt --

· r n: g 12Xl 6xl2 ', sni ~ 3 ly roof , poor c nd i t i on , 
...,prl n -r 10 s e : Fr e 8xl Ox6 ', shi o- l e roof , poor ' 
J ell i n8 : ~r a1e lox28 ', paper r oof , 1 , story , 3 r oms , 
2 f .,hi ch ure oe i led , f ir c nuition , occupied by 
ena t --

Bar n : Log 14xl 4xl2 ', boar d roof, f a i r condit i on , 
C r n tl.:> s e : Log 10xl 9 x7', s tingle roof , f i r " , 

en hoas : Log 8x10x8 ' , s i gl e roof , f• ir n , 

100.00 
20. 00 
10.00 

3b0.00 
40 .00 
20 .00 
l ..> .00 

D elli n.g : Fr me 1 2x24', l t st)r y , pore 6xl2 ', . i tcnen 
lOxl~ ', brooms, 4 o. 1h i ch a r e ceiled , poor condi t i on , 
oocupi ed y o,nar -- 250 .00 
,.; rn : Log 12x24xl0 ', shingler of , poor co,. di t i on , 7o.OO 
rufng ho se: _ ame 6x8x6', shin>le roof , poor" , 10.00 
treat' house : -rame lOxlOxlO' , s hingle r oof, poor " , 20. 00 
~en house: Fr ame 7xl2x8 ', s.i ngl ro f , poor " , l b . 00 
· l e house: g 10xl3x6 ', no r of , poor " , 5 .00 

IAwelling: Log 17x 3 ', L 10xl8x8 ', 1 story , porch , 
6x9', 4 r ooms, ceiled , poor cond i t i on, occupi ed by 
t n nt -
St ble: Log 14xl x8 ', bourd roof , poor condi i on -
·en house : 6x8x5 ', s i n >l e roof , poor co d1t 10n -

Orc 1urd: 2 a cr s v- l ued 60 .00 per ere ~er t r ees 
only --

l..;0.00 
20 . 00 
10.00 

120.00 
1230.00 

Cl\\, 



JOHN M. PU RCELL 
TREASURER OF VIRGINIA 

Q.tnmmnnnttnlt4 nf lltrgtntn 
T R E ASURER ' S O FF ICE 

R IC HMON D, VA. 

January 15 , 1934 

This is to certify that I, J.M. Purcell, Treasurer 

of Virg inia have t his 15 day of January in accordan ce 

with an order of the circuit court of Rockingham County 

dated 1/12/34 in the cause of the State Commission 

on Conservation and Development of the State of Virginia 

vs. Cassandra Lawson Atkins ---------------

paid to __ s . G. Morris 

$_4~, 5_8_5_. _0_0 ___ being in full settlement of tract# 189 

in the above menti oned cause. 

• 
ISS 



JOHN M . PURCELL 
TREASURER OF VIRGINIA 

Q!ommnuwtalt11 nf 11Iirgiuta 
TREASURER'S OFFICE 

RICHMOND, VA . 

January 15 , 1934 

s . G. Morris 

Received of J.M. Purcell, Treasurer of 

Virginia, the sum of$ 4 , 585 . 00 , in accordance 

with an order of the Circuit Court of the county 

of Rockingham entered on the 12th day 

of January 193 34 , in the matter of the State 

Commission on Conservation and Development v __ _ 

C~a~s~s=a=n=d=r~a~L=a=w~s~o=n~A~t~k=i=n=s _ ____ and others, being 

full and complete settlement for the tract of land 

known in said proceeding as # _1_8_9 ___ _ 

Sign original and duplicate 
and return to the Treasurer 
of Virginia. 

J8t> 
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IN THE CIRUUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 

The state Commission on Conservation and 
Development of the State of Virginia . 

v. #1829 

Cassandra Lawson Atkins, et als, etc. 

Petitioner 

Defendants 

On this, the ........ .__ day of January, 1934, came~. G. Morris 

and Jesse Mo rris, and on their motion leave is giwen them to file 

their application for the payment · to than:. of' the sum of' $4,585 .00, 

the amount of the award set out in the award o-r condemnation for 

Tract No. 189, heretofore paid into Court. 

And it appearing from the report of' the Boo.rd of' Appraisal 

Commissioners heretofore filed in this cause, amd in the petition 

for judgment and condemnation entered herein on the _ day of 

November, 1933, that in the opinion of petitioner, the saids. G. 

!orris and Jesse Morris are invested with a superior er better 

right or claim of title in and to the said Tract of lan.d No. 189, 

and that the record of this cause does not disclose any denial 
~ 

or disµite by any party or person/\interest as to the title to 

the said Tract No. 189, or to the proceeds arising from the con

demnation thereof, except that upon the award there is a notation 

that "Jesse Morris has upon the death of father a value af $645.00 

for home in which he liv·es," the said home refe4red to being in

cluded in Tract No. 189; and it appearing tmt the said Jesse Morris 

has joined in the petition with the saids. G. Morri.s and has re

quested the payment of the en.tire award for said Tract No. 189 to 

the saids. G. Morris , and it f'urther appearing that therefcre the 

said s. G. Morris is entitled to receive the proceeds arising 

fran the condemnation o-r said Tract No. 180; and it also :rurther 

appearing that all taxes due or taxable upon said Tract No. 189 

have been paid: 

Upon consideration whereof, it is considered am ordered 

by the Court that the said sum of $4,585.00, paid into Court by 

petitioner as just compensation for Tract No. 189 be paid unto the 

170 



---2--
said s . G. Morris; and the Clerk of this Court is directed to 

transnit a certif'ied copy of' this order to the Trearurer of 

Virginia, who sball pay unto the said s . G. Morris the said sum 

of $4 , 585 . 00, the am::>unt of the award set out, in the judgment 

of condemnation for Tract No . 189 , taking from the saids . G. 

Morris a receipt therefor and certifying such paymentto the 

Clerk of this Court for appropriate entry there of' as ret1uir ed 

by law . 

Enter: 

171 



In the Circuit Court of 7ockinzham County, Virginia. 

The State Commission on 
Conservation and Development 
of the State of Virginia . 

vs At Law No . 1829 

Cassandra Lawson Atkins 

PETITIONERS 

and others, DEFENDANT 

Comes now the undersigned and shows to the Court: 

That a judgment in rem has heretofore been entered in 

this proceeding condenming to the use of the petitioner the fee 

simple estate in the tract of land No . 189 and described in the 

report of the Board of Appraisal Commissioners Qppointed herein , 

and shown, numbered and delineated on the County Ownership 1Iap 

filed herewith, upon payment into the custody of the Court of 

the sum set out in the said judgment as consti tut .ing the award 

therefor, as follows: 

Award on Tract No . 189 t4 ,585 .00 

That the report of the s a id Board sets forth that the 

underaigned is the only person who claims or appears to have a 

claim to an interest in the said tract of land , or in the pro

ceeds arising from the condmenation thereof: 

That the petitioners have paid into the custody of the 

Court, the said sum set out in said judgment as constituting the 

award for the fee simple estate in said tract of land: 

That your undersigned, on the date of s a id judgment in 

rem condemning the said tract of l and, owned or wus entitled to 

a fee simple interest in said tract , or in the proceeds arising 

from the condemnation thereof: 

That no other person than the undersigned is entitled 

to share in the distribution of the said award . 

That the undersigned acquired title to the said tract 

of land by deeds as follows. 

~IRST . Deed from Obed Shifflet and wife to Smith G. 

1'1orris , dated September 6, 1890, recorded in Deed. Book 39 at 

page 286 , containing 75 acres. 



Si!.COND. Deed from Cassa ·i illiams and others of date 1Iay 15, 

1902, recorded in Deed Book No. 110 at page 65, containing all 

of their interests in the Layton Shifflet tract of land, adjoin

ing Amos Hensley and Arch Roach. 

THIRD . Deed from Archy A. Roach and others, dated June 21, 1904, 

recorded in Deed Book 76 at ::i;age 278, conveying 13 acres . 

]OURTH. Deed dated June 21, 1904, recorded in Deed Book 76 at 

page 279 from Smith Roach and wife, conveying 6 acres . 

JIFTH . Deed dated August 27, 1906, executed by Amos J. Hensley 

and others, and recorded in Deed Book No . 80 at page 283, convey

ing 57 acres , 3 roods and 30 poles . 

SIXTH. Deed dated July 27, 1910, from W. D. Smith and wife, re

corded in Deed Book 91, page 407, conveying 50 acres. 

SEVENTH. Deed dated June 30, 19l6, recorded in Deed Book 110 at 

page 64 from Barbara Shifflet and husband, conveying a one-eighth 

interest in the Layton and Uahalia Shifflet tract. 

EIGHTH. Deed dated July 26, 1918, from L. N. Shifflet and others 

recorded in Deed Book 118 at page 344, conveying 20 acres . 

All of the aforesaid grants were ms.de to the saids. ~. 

l'Iorris , who is also known as Smith G. •Iorris , 

The several foregoing tracts of land herein described and 

held in fee simple by the S. G. :1orris , are included as a whole 

in No . 189 as shown and delineated on the County Ownership }nap 

referred to in the report of the special investigators and Board 

of Appraisal Commissions referred to in this petition: none of 

which , or any part thereof , has been conveyed by deed or other

wise by the saids. G. tlorris to any person or persons, except 

two acres more or less, which has been conveyed to Jesse I.Torris 

by the said S. G. Liorris and wife , by deed dated September 8 , 19-

28 , to become effective on the date of the death of the s aids. 

G. l.Ior ris, which said deed is recorded in said clerk's office of 

J1 



3ockingham county, Virginia, in Deed Book Ho . 144 at page 116, 

it being covenanted and agreed by and between the ,said s . G. Hor

ris and the said Jesse Horris, that the sum total of '.''4 ,585.00 

as named by the Board of Apprisal in this cause, be paid to the 

saids. G. Morris in toto, the said Jesse ~orris has united in 

this petition for the purpose of, and does hereby request the pe

titioner in this cause, to pay the said sum of $4 ,585.00 to the 

said s. G. Morris, and when so paid,. the mid Jesse !1orris does 

jorever release said petitioner fro~ any and all liability for 

damage, or for the sum of 4~645 .00 allowed the said Jesse 11orris 

by the Board of Appraisal Commission named and referred to in 

this cause, to be paid to the said Jesse Morris up6n the death of 

the said s . G. Horris , for his home erected upon the said two acres 

of land conveyed to the said Jesse Morris by his father s . G. 1ror

ris, which said two acres is included in the tract No . 189, be

longing to s . G. Morris, and the said Jesse Iciorris hereby waives 

any and all right of action at law or otrerwise to recover any fur

ther sum or amount by ~eason of the condemnation proceedings here

in referned to . 

1.Jherefore, your undersigned prii;ys that they be made 

parties hereinunder the provision: of Section 21 of the Public Park 

Condemnation Act, and that an order be tendered for the distribution 

of said sum set forth in said judgment in rem as constituting the 

ward for the fee simple estate in the said tract condemned as afore

ss.id. and for the payment to the said S. G. Horris of the said uward 

or as much thereof as the court ma,y find that he is entitled to re

ceive, which the undersigned avers is as follows. 

Tract No . 189, ~our Thous~nd, five hundred and eighty-five 

(J4,585.00) dollars. 

~~ 
k/49, ,tr!;_/_/~~ 
~ ~)'ib,;; 

I] 



STATE OF VIRGINIA 
COUI TY OF ROCKINGHAU to-wit: 

s . G. IJorris , and Jesse Ferris the persons whose names are 

signed to the foregoing petition, having been first duly sworn , 

on his oath, deposes and says that the facts given ins aid petition 

are true and correct to the best of their knowledged and belief. 

Uiven under my hand this the 6th day of January, 1934. 

I 

--- ~---115 



M. H. HARRISON 

TREASURER OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY 

HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 

To Whom It ~.ay Concern: 

I hereby certify that the records of 
my office show that Smith G. 1..orris has paid the taxes for 
the years 1932 and 1903 on his tract of 194-3-20 acres of 
land situate in the Blue Ridge r ountains in Stonewall 
DiPtrict, Rockingham County. 

All taxes prior to that time, if a~y 
be tmpai d, are e. matter of re cord in the Clerk's Office of 
said County . 

Given under my hand this th day of 
January 1934. 

/mfv'~ 
rrecsur"er 1of ·-Ro.ckingham County 
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