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COMMONWEALTH OF V IR (}IN I A 

COUNTY OF ROCKINGHAM, t~-wi t: 

In the Circuit Court of sa i d County: 

The grand j uror s in and f or t he bo dy of said county of 

Rockingham and now attending said Court at its October term, 1925, 

upon the i r oaths do pr esent that James L. Ray, who was heretofore 

on the 4th day of January, 1923 , convicted of violating the Pro­

hibition laws of the Commonwealth of Virgi nia, in the Circuit 

Court of Rockingham County, Virgi nia , and who then ard there was 

sentenced to pay a f in e of three hundred dollars and to serve for 

a period of two months in jail, did, with in one year next prior 

to t he finding o f t his indictment, i n t h e said county of Rocking­

ham, unl a wfully and felo ni ous ly manufacture , s el l , offer, keep, 

store and expose f or sale, give away, dispense, transport , sol icit , 

advertise and receive orders for ardent spirits, against the 

peace and d i gnity of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

The j urors af oresaid upon the i r oaths a f oresaid do f u.r­

ther present that James L. Ray, who was hereto f ore on the 4th day 

of January, 1923 , convicted of v i ola ting the Prohib i tion laws of 

the Commonweal th of V ir}ii nia, i n the · Circui t Court of Rockingham 

County, Vir ginia, and who t hen and there was sentenced to pay a 

fine of three hundred dollars and to serve f or a period of two 

months i n jail, did, within one year nex t prior ta> the finding 

of this indictment, in the said county of 'Rockingham, unlawfully 

and feloniously have in hi s possession ardent spi r i ts, against t he 

peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Vi rginia. 

And the jurors af orestiid upon their oaths a f ore said do 

further presen t that James L. Ray, who was heretofore on the 4th 

day of January, 192b , convicted of violating the Proh i b i tion laws 

01 the Commonwealth of Virginia, i n t he Circuit Court of Rockingham 

County, Virginia, and who t hen an d there was sentenced to pay a 

fine of three hundred dollars and to serve for a p eriod of two 
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months in jail, did, within one year next prior to the finding of 

this indictment, in the said county of Rocki ngham, unlawfully and 

feloniously receive ardent spirits, against the peace and dignity 

of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

And the jurors aforesaid upon their oaths aforesaid do 

further present that James L. Ray, who was heretofore on the 4th 

day of January, 192 , convicted of violat ing the Prohibition laws 

of the Commonwealth of Virginia, i n t he Circuit Court of Rocking ­

ham Cow1ty, Virginia, and who then and there was sentenced to pay 

a fine of three hundred dollars and to serve f or a pe riod of two 

months in jail, did, within one year next prior to the finding of 

this indic tment, in the said county of Rockingham, unlawfully 

and fel oniously have in his possession a still, still cap, worm, 

tub, fermenter, and other appliances connected with and used in 

the operation of a still, withouthaving the same registered as 

required by law, against the peace and dignity of the Common­

wealth of irginia. 

✓ 
This indictmenty f ound on the testimony of w. '.i.· . 

Rexrode, J . .. ~ • .iilliU!l, and D. H. Dofflemyer, witnesses sworn in 

court and sent be f ore the grand jury to g ive evidence. 
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If ~OQ find he accusedt James L. Ry , no t guil y , 

ou will sa 1 so and no more . 

If ~ou find him guilty a char8ed in the indictment , 

hen you will s· y so and fix his __punishment b confinea1ent in 

the peniten iar ior a period of not less than one nor more than 

:ti v e years, or , in your discretion b 1 confinement in j a il f or 

a periou of not less than six months nor mo e an twelve mon hs, 

and b a 1 ine no eJ1.ceeding five hundred dollars. 
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Com. 01wealth 

v . 

James L. Ray 

Charge to the Jury • 
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I St1::Z v'i:1 ION NO. 1. 

rhe Court in s tructs the jury that in all 

crimi nal cases the defendant 's plea of not gu ilty raises 

a presumpt ion of innocence in his f var , which it is the 

duty of the ommonwealth , before it can ask for a conviction , 

to overcome by evidence which establishes he guilt of the 

accused beyond every re sonab l e doubt , therefore if the jury 

after hea ring t e whole case entertain any reasonable doubt 

as to the guilt of t he caused , it is t he ir du ty to f ind h i m 

no t guil ty ; and t he eourt further ell s the jury th ta rea­

sonable doubt is that s ta t e of t h e case which fer compar ison 

and consideration of all 1re evidence, leaves the mind s of the 

juro rs in such condition that they cannot say t hat they f ee l 

an ab i ding convi ction t o a moral certainty of the truth of the 

charge . 
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Commonwealth of Virginia--City, County of to.wit: 

To the Prohibition Inspectors, Sheriffs, Sergeants, and all Polic;e Otnceri, and Constables of the State of 

Virginia-Gre~; J/lj _ 
WHEREAS .... ._f(//4). .. ✓,l .. ~ .. ... ~/~£~ ........ of the said ................ .. 

~✓- .?:::~g~ist~~;~o/~ 

, if name unknown, say "Whose name is to the informant unknown." 

(b) , still cap, worm, tubs, ermenters and other appliances connected with such still and used, 

and mash and other substances, capable of being used, in the manufacture of Arde Spirits, 

are unlawfolly in the possession of, and unlawfully used by one .. ~ :it-:r..~~~~~ 

Give name; if name unknown c-
11 

in a certain .~.. . .. .... .~ .. . ~, ... ~ ... ~~~ 
Here desc ,;b~ i:ace as in (a) above 

(c) Ardent Spirits are eing unlawfully kept, held, stored, concealed, used, sold, and unlawfully 

transported in certain baggage or a certain vehicle, to-wit: a certain ......... .. .. .. .. ............... ......... .......... . 
Here describe vehicle, aut,,, wa gon, carriage, buggy, boat, baggage or what not 

by one ........ .. .. ... ... .................. ... ........ , ....... ....... .... ......... .... .. , ...... , .. .. ..... ..... .. , ...... .... ... ... .... ... ............. .... ...... .... .......... .. . 
~ere a-ive name, Of describe a~ in (a) above 

And there being reasonable cause for such belief: 

THESE ARE, TI-JEREFORE, IN THE NAME OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, 

to command you, with all necessary and proper speed and assistance, to search the house, place, bag~ 

gage, boat, or vehicle herein designated, either in day or night, and seize such ardent spirits and their 

containers and other .things apparently possessed or used in violation of law, and bring the same and 

the person or persons, in whose possession they are found, and also any person resisting, impeding, ob~ 

structing, or in any manner hindering or delaying you in the execution of this warrant, before me, or 

some other officer having jurisdiction of the case, to be disposed of and dealt with ciccording to law; and 

make return of this warrant showing alt acts and things done thereunder, with a particular statement 

and sufficient description of the things seized and the name of the person in whose possession found, if 

any, and if not found in the possession of any one, so state in your return, an<l post a true copy of this 

warrant and the return thereof, as required by law. 

Given unde. my hand and seal this ... ../,7~~ay of ~~~ ........ .. ..... ! 2.~·;u 

.. . . .f.'":-.. . . ~ .. ... ... ~ ...... .... (SEAL) 
., 

··················· ·· ··· ··· ····· ·· ·~············· ..... , .. 
Title of Magistrat~. 
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DIRECTIO NS 

1.-If on ly Ardent Spirit s and conta iners be seized, 

th e Magistrate shall fi x a t ime not less than 10 

nor more than 30 clays from the date of returh, for 

the hearing of said return. If no claimant appear, 

the Ardent Spirits and art icles are to be forfeited 

to Commonwealth. Any perso n claiming any of 

same m ust fi le a written claim stating particularly 

th e character and exte~·t of hi s interest th erein, where­

upon the Magistrate shall cer tify th e warrant , written 
claim and articles claimed, to the Circuit or Corpora­

t ion Court, as the case may be, for determin at ion, and 

declare the unclaimed articles fo rfeited. 

2.-If still , st ill cap, wor01, tubs, hea th er, fcrmcn­

tcrs, or a i1y app li:1/nce connected w ith a still and 

used, or mash or ::other substance capable of being 

used , in the manufactu re of ;Ardent Sp irits, be· seized, 

the mash (after taking a sainp le) shall be des troyed, 

and the fi\cts and articles s~ized repor ted t o the P ro­

hibition Director and Comri1onwealth 's Attorn ey. (A 

copy of th is warrant and proper return will b·e suf­

fic ient no tice and report ) . A rden t Sp irits and contain­

ers disposed of as in No. 1 above. 

3.-If Ardent Spiri ts a re heing transported in an ua­

tomobile, boat, wago n, buggy, or other vehicle, the 

Ardent Spirits and containers shall be preserved and 

th e veh icle shall be de liere·d to the Sergea nt of th e 

City, the facts reported to the P rohibit ion Director 

and Commonwealth's A tto.rney a nd Arde nt Spirits 

and containers disposed of as provided in No. 1 above . 

(A copy of this warrant and proper return will be 

sufficient report). 

4.-A copy of this warrant an d the return th ereon 

must be posted a t the front door of the house, or 

on the door of the room, or on the premises a t th ~ 

place th e A rdent Spirits m ay be fo und. 

See Sections 21 ½ , 22, 23, 23½, ·57 an d 57½, A cts 

of Assembly, 1918, P age 578. 

WARRA NT TO SEA~ CH FOR ARDENT 

SPIRITS, E T C. 

·• Com~icalth of v;,g;oia u1 . 
,::::::::tz .. :~ :::~:::: .. :::::.::~ ::::::::::::::::::::·:::::::: 
. E d i ·1· 1· /'?c.-,xecute t 1e w it 1111 warrant t 11s ...... ... .. . /. .... .-: ...... . day 

· of:··:· · ... ~ .--:_ 19? .J..,~by searchi:g the 

w1thm sta ted .. ..... .... ... l':'~ .... ..... .. ... .. .. ... . 
H C::re state house, room, place 

and by seizing the follow ing descr ibed Ardent Sp irits 
an d o ther thin gs th erein fo und (an d raresting the 
above nam ed person found in possession thereof) and 
f)y posting a t rue copy of this warrant and the return 

hereo n on the . . 
··· ····· ············ ····· ···· ·· ······ ······· ······ ··· ······ H ere say p]ace, house, room, boat, 

..... , ........ ...... .. ........ .. .... , .... ... .. .. .. .. . .... .. ..... ... ... ... ... ........ ....... ..... ... · 
auto or ' bnggage, or as th e case may •be : 

······· ···· ·· ··· ···· ··········· ···· ·· ··· ··········· ···· ·· i·· ·· ···· ·········· ········ ······· ··· ·· 
as front door of house, door of room or premises 

DescriJ? tion of Ardent Spirits an d oth er things 

-

·'~2~~~ ·······7· " 
. , 

·· ·• ···•••·· ···· ·· • ···· ·····•····••· ·· ···· •· ······ ·· ........ .... .. ... ... .... .. , ......... . 
....... . . 1 .•. ... . 

.... ... .. ........• .. , ... ...... .. ~· .. ..... ..... . 

... .... .... . : .. ...... .... ........ ..... .. . : ....... ... .............. ... .. .. .... : .. .... ... ....... ... ...... . . . . . 
·· ···· ·· •·· ·•···,······ ···· ·· ······ ··•·· ······ ·•·········,· ··········· ·········.··· ········· ·· ····· ····· ··· · 

··• •• · · · •• · • .. . . .. , ........ . ... . ! . ... ... . .. .. . .... . . . .. .. . . . 

The fo llowing named officers and pdsons assisted 
me in the e~ecutio11 . of this .wan ;ant : 

. ........ ......... ...... ........ .... .. ....... ..... ... ..... .. ................ ...... ...................... .. 
. ·., I 

.... ..... .... .... ........... . ... .. ..... .. .. : ••:· " · ·· · " ·"" .. .. .. ....... .. .... ...... ... .. .... . 

..... .. ; ··· ······ ··· ··· ·· ···•·· .. .... ... .... .............. ..... · ... .. .. .......... .... ............. ..... .. 

Other than above stated · the following are wit­
nesses: 

······ ··.···· ··· ····· .. ······ ··1· ··1 .... , .. ........ ......... .. :······· ··········· ·· ·· ········ ··· ··· ·· 

Tl~i~··~~·~·tt~; ··~·~·t ·/~;· i~·~~;;;~g ··~;~· ·;ih~ ·:::.-.- .- .-.-: :: :::::::::::::d~·; 
of ... .... .... .. ........... ... ... ..... ..... .... ... .... .. 192 .. , .. . 

No claim of ow11ersl1ip · or in'te res t in any of the 
said things seiz.ed · having been filed herein in com­
pli.a nce with th e law, the . same are hereby adjudged 
and declared confi.scated and fo rfeited to the Com-
monwealth. · 

Given ·un der my hand th(s ... .. . .' .. ." .......... ... ........... ....... . day 

of .... .... ....... ........ .. .. ... .............. .... .192 .... . . 

······ ··• ··· ······ ····· ·················· ·············· ·············· ············ ···· T !tle of .Magistrate 

Written cla im of ow nership or interest ha;ing been 
fil ed to · certain of the said things herein seized, this 
warrant. th e sa.icl cla im and th e .things in the claim 
particularly describ.ed," .are hereby certified. to the 

... .. .. ..... .. ......... .... ..... . :.Court of this .. , ........ ............ .. ... for de-
. t ermination and the said th ings unclaimed ate hereby 
ad judged .and · ·declared confi scated and fodeited to 
the Commonwealth. · · 

Given up de~ my hai1d, this ....... .' ......... .. ; ..... .. .. . = . . . . . clay of 

···· ··· ···· ····· ··· ··· ··· ······· ············ 192: .' ... . 

.... ..... .. ..... .. ......•.. ................ ......... ·-:ryi"i~. ·~r '.. M~;ii~.i~~i~ 

•N OTE-Unless warrant issued for '.Ardent ; Spirits 
being . transported in vehicle, boat or bi;iggage,' it is to 
be returne e! to the jurisdictio n from which issued. If 
issued fo r A rden t Spirits so transported, it .can be 
executed in any part ,Qf th e State, and returned to 
any justice in . any county or city • throu~h which 
t h,ey w t re t arried . 



t 

Arrest Warrant 

COMMONWEAL TH OF VIRGINIA, } TO WIT : 
ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 

These are therefore, in the name of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to command you forthwith to appre­

Y-J.'la..--v-4.. some other Justice of the said_ County, the body of the said-------

to appear and give evidence in behalf of the Commonwealth, on the examination touching the said offence. 

Given under my hand and seal this---#.;2 ~ daY- of·~~~~~~ ::::_--,,,,~ the year 19~,... 

No. 3 8 
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Com mon wealth 

vs . } Arrest Warrant 

Executed the within warrant by arres ting 

and delivel"ing tli e body of 

~ £~ ············ ~ 
be fore ~ -4'~ . /. \ 

.a Justice of Rockingliam County, and by sum7 

111011ing the within named w itnesses in person, 



In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County , Greeting: 

YoU, are hereby comman ded to summon ........ ff .. £ .. --/?..~ .......... &Y... ~ 
.. E. .... ~ .JY .~ ···~···· 

to appear before the Judge of the Circuit Courf_;[_L;ckingham, County, at the Court 

House thereof, at 10 o'clock, a . m., on th e ..... ~ / .................... day of ~9 ... ~,...5 

to testi fy and the truth to say in behalf o f the Commonw ealth against ....... . 

.. ..... ·••·· ··•• ·····! ····~ ~ .~~······ 
who stands charged with and indicted for a felony misdemeanor . 

.Jl.nd this .. .. ~ '. .. .. shall not omit under the penalty of £100 . .Jl.nd have then 
and there this Writ . 

Witness, J. F. BL.Jl.CKBURJf, Clerk of our sa,id Court, at the Cou,rt House, the 

~ day of . . .... <1... .. ?.f. ... · .............. , 19 ~~ in the ;1.1/.!J?..th year of the Commonwealth . 

. , {)LA~~, Clerk. 

New1- Record, Harrisonbur~. Va. 
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In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
To the Sheriff of Rockingham County, Greeting: 

YOU, are hereby cornn1,anded to su,m,mon ... . ..... . 

l~,~~---------------------
to appear before the Ju,d1fe of' the CircU,it Cou,rt of' Rockinfham CoU,nty, at the CoU,rt 
Eou,se thereof, at 10 o'clock, a. m., on the .. /. .<ji'.. ........ .... day of ... ~ ........... 19 cf?. .. p 
to test-ify a,nd the tru,th to say in behalf' of' the Commonwealth bef'ore the Gremel JU,r y 

~-r-r ... ............ ~~ .. a.~ 
who st ds charfed with cind indicted f'or a felony misdemeanor . 

.11.nd this . ~ ... ..... shall not omit U,nder the (lenalty of £100. 
anrl there this Writ. / 

.11.nd have then 

1Vitness, J . F. BL.Jl. CKB UR.N', Ulerlc of OU,r said Cou,rt, at the CoU,rt House, the 
.IJ/ ... dc1,y of' .. ~ .re ........ . , lfP.:£; and in the 1..$.2' ... th y ear of the Commonwealth . .... .. £ .. ~: ... ~~ .... , Clerk. 

News-Record , H(1rriso11 burg, V<1. 0 
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