
C JVILONY El\.LTF OF VI RG nn , 

COUNTY OF ROCKI GH 1, to - "it ; 

In the Circu i t Court of sa i d County : 

The j ro rs of the Commonwealt h of Virg i n i a i n and 

f or the b ody of sa id county of Rock i ngham nd now a ttend ing 

s a i d Court tits J une term, 1932 , upon the ir oats do yre sent 

that R •. Seller s, on or abou t July 1, 1932, i n sa i d county, 

did u~l awfully have i h is ~ossession f ive gallon s of ardent 

s irit s , against the _? e a ce and di gn ity of the Commonwea lth of 

Vir ginia . 

This indictment i s found on t he t e stimony of W. E. 

uc a s , G • • Lawso , ~ •. Rexrod , v. itnesse sr or i ourt 

and sent bef ore the gr and j ury t o gi ve evidenc e . 



Poss . 

Common weal th 

v . 

. Sellers 

I, i sdemeano r 

June t erm , 1932 . 

A True Bill : 

-Foreman 

Witnesses : W. E. Lucas / 
G. A. Lawson 

• '11
• Rexrode 

D . VI . Ear man 
Commonwealth ' s Attorney 

....-



Commonwealth of Virginia, 
Rockingham Countg, To- Wit: 

EMEMBERED, that on the ...... ./ £..y of ........... . /:J BEI 

vr-··· ··/4····· . . ...................... ..................... .............. .. , principal and .... . 

snret~_justified t 

...... ... F..~~········· 
(J . P. or Bail Commissioner) 

and acknowledged themselves to be indebted to the Commonwealth of Virginia each in th e sum of 

.j-m-c)~Z~Lc ... ""cDollars, ($~~ ), 

to be levied of their respective goods and chattels, lands and tenements, for the "J.se of the Common­

wealth of Virginia rendered, and they each severally waved their homestead exemption to their re-

heard , and before any court or judge hereafter having or holding any proceedings in connection with 

the said ch~rge, and then and there answer the Commonwealth of Virgin~:~g a certain 

......... ~~ .. ~hereof the said ..... .... ...... .... .. (i?. .. a ..... ~ ............. ~tands 

charged, and be bound under said recognizance until the charge is finally disposed of or until it is 

declared void by order of a competent court, then the above recognizance shall be null and void; other­

wise to remain in full force and effect. 

ESS WHEREOF, I hereunto affix my signature this ....... L~ ........................... ..... . 
~ t,~ 

.......... .... ·· ······) 1 ................... • 





Commonwealth of Virginia-Gitr, County of, 1d~~/,,~-wit: 

To the Prohibition Inspectors, Sheriffs, Sergeants, and all Police Officers and Constables of the State of Virginia 

-Greeting: 

WHEREAS 

has this day made complaint and information on oath before me, .. 

....... ....... ·· ···· ·· f th "d City 

l- a;,es;/;/ 
of t he said City / County that he verily believes, that in the said City / County and State: 

(b) A still , still cap, worm, tubs, fe rmenrters and other appliances connect ed w ith such still and used, .. and mash 

and _other subst ances, capable of being used , in the manufac tu re of Ardent Spi rit s, are unlawfully in t:e pos-~ 

session of, and unl awfull y u sed by one . . . ~ ~ . 11...1~~--11 • • • • • •• •• • •• ••• 

Give name, if name unknown . say, "\ Vhose na11e is to the informant unknown" 

in a certi n 
Here descr ibe place as in (a) above 

( c) A rd ent Spirit s are being unlawfull y kept, held, stored, concealed, used, sold, and unlawfully tran sported 111 

certain baggag e or a certa in vehicle, t o-w it : a certain 
H ere describe vehicJc, auto, wagon, carriage, buggy, boat1 baggage or what not 

by one 
H ere S?ive name. or describe as in (a) ahovt-

A nd th ere being reasonable cause for such belief : 

THE SE A R E, THE R EFORE, I N THE NAME OF T H E COMMO N W EALT H OF V IRGI N IA, t o com­

mand you, with all necessary and proper speed and assistance, to search the house, place, baggage, boat or ve­

hicle herein desig nat ed, either in clay or night, and seize such ardent spirits and their containers and other things 

apparently possessed or used in violation of law, and bring the same and th e person or persons, in whose posses­

sion they are found, and also any person resisting, impeding , obstructing , or in any manner hindering or delay­

ing you in the execution of this warrant before me, or some other offi cer hav ing jurisdiction of the case, to be 

disposed of and dealt w ith according to law ; and make r eturn of this ,varrant showing all acts and things done 

thereunder, with a particular statem ent and sufficient de3cription of the thing s seized and the name of the person 

in whose possession found, if any, and if not found in the possession of any one, so state in your return, and post a 

true copy of this warrant and the return thereof, as required by law. 

Given under my hand and seal this .. ..... . / .... day of ... , .... ~~-

• . .... . .. • . .. .... . • . • •· • · • • ... ... .... . .. . • . • . . . . • . . . .....•. . . .• .. •• . ·• • · •• • •· ..... · · · 1•· •... •• ..• • • . . . • , 

Title of Magistrate 



DIRECTIONS 

l. If only Ardent Spirits and containers be seized 
the Magistrate shall fix a time not less than 10 
nor m ore than 30 days from the date of return 
for the hearin g of said return. If no claimant ap­
p ear, the A r dent Spirits and articles are to be for­
feited to Commonwealth . Any person claiming 
any of same must file a written claim stating par­
t icula rly the character and extent of his interest 
th erein, w her eupon the Magistrate shall certify th e 
warrant, written claim and articles claimed, to th e 
Circuit or Corporation Court, as the case may b e, 
fo r determination, and declare the unclaimed ar­
ticles fo r fe ited . 

2. Jf st ill. s till ca p, worm, tub s, hea te r , ferment ers. 
or a ny appliance connected w ith a still and used. 
or mash or oth er sub stance capab le of being used, 
in th e manufacture of Ardent Spirits, be seized, 
th e mas h (after taking sa mple) sha ll be des troyed, 
and the facts a nd articles seized reported t o the 
prohibition Commissioner and Commonwealth's 
Atto rn ey. (A copy of tl1is warrant and proper re­
turn " ·ill be a suffic"ient notice and report.) A r dent 
Spirit s and contai ners disposed of as in No. l 
above. 

3. If A rdent Spirits a re being tran sported in an auto­
mobile, boa t, wagon, buggy, or other vehi cle, the 
A rdent Spirits and containers sha ll be preserved 
and th e vehicle shall be delivered to the Sergeant 
of th e City, the facts reported to the Prohibi t ion 
Commissioner and Commonwealth 's Attorney a nd 
Ardent Spirits and contain ers disposed of as pro­
vided in o . 1 above. (A copy of this warrant and 
proper return will be sufficient report .) 

4. A copy of thi s warrant and the r eturn th ereon 
m ust be posted a t the front door of the h ouse, or 
o n th e door of the room, or on the premises at th e 
p lace the A rdent Spirits m ay be found. 

See Sectio ns 21 ½ , 22, 23, 23½, 57 and 57½, Acts of 
A ssembly, 1918, Page 578. 

WARRANT TO SEARCH FOR ARDENT 
SPIRITS, ETC. 

Commonwealth of Virginia 

vs. oz c;; t? ....................... ' .. ........ .. .. -: .. A ~ .... ~~ .. 
........................ ;;,c-,:. ··• .. ·· 

Executed ~ : 7}11 warran t this ........... / ..... ~: ........ day 

of .... .. ... g? .... .. .. ............. ,1<r./...J!,, by searching the 

wit! 111 s tated .............. .... - .......... .. 
H erc s tate h ouse, room , p lace 

and by seizin g th e fol low ing descr ibed A rden t Spiri t, 
and o th er things therein fo und (and ar rest ing the 
above nam ed perso n found in poss ession thereof) and 
by post in g a true copy of th is wa rra nt a nd th e r etu rn 

hereo n on the ············ ····"'·· H ere sa y place, house, room. boat, 

..... .................... 
auto or Baggage, or as case may be 

D escri pt ion o f A relent Spirits and o th er s things 

The following named officers and persons as­
sisted me in the execution of this warrant : 

Other than above stated the fo llowing a re wit­
nes ses: 

Thi s matter se t fo r hea r ing on th e ...... clay 

of . ........... , 193 .. 

No cla im of ownership or interest in any o f the 
said thin gs seized having been filed herein in com­
plia nce w ith th e law, the same are hereby adjudged 
and declared confiscated and forfeited to the Com­
monwea lth. 

of... 

Given under my hand this 

........ , 193 .. 

...... . clay 

·· ···········"· .... ....... .... . . 
Ti tle of Magis tra te 

Written claim of ownership or interes t having 
been fi led to ce rta in o f the said things herein seiz­
ed, thi s warrant, the said claim and the things in 
the claim particula rly descr ibed, a r e hereby certified 

to the . .... . ... ... .. .... .. ........... Court of this .. . 
fo r determin ation, and the said things uncla imed a re 
hereby adj udged a nd declared co n fi scated and fo r­
fei ted to th e Commonwealth . 

o f.. 

Given under my hand this 

193 

.. day 

Title of Magistrate 

N O TE.-Un less warrant issued for A rdent Spirits 
being tran sported in vehicle, boat, or baggage, it is 
to be return ed to the jurisdiction from w hich issued . 
If issu ed for A rde nt Spirits so tran sported, it can be 
executed in any part of th e S tate, a nd r et~rnecl to any 
justice in a ny cou nty or city through which th ey are 
ca rried. 



' (, "'I ( t 





In the Name of the Commonwealth of Virginia: 
the Sheriff of Rockingham Co1:111ty, Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon... . . . .-..... ... 4-.~ .~ ·······~ •¢ •-· ··········· 
. .

. AO·· •. ·. ·/·.•. ✓ . . . ./ . . . A ... .. __,,, ..... ·.~.·. ·.·. ·.·.·. ·.·.i ... ~ .... · . . . . .. r,7J.... . . ·G-- :,;.,;,/> ,7 ~/A.~ .i / / ~~ .u ~ .... ········ ··~·~~. 

to appear before the Judge of theJ JJP~it Court of 

at/~-fcfock, a. m., on the //~ of .. 
to testify and the truth to say in behalf of the 

Count y, at the Court House thereof; 
;Jj_-19 .... .... , 

...... ... .. .......... ..... ... ... .......... .. .. ..?a ...... 
who stands and indicted for a ~ny misdemeanor. 

And this .. A_ • ..--,__.._......,, ..... shall not omit under fwnalt·y of £100. And havl' thr ,, and 
there this Writ. 

· -ff_ Witness, J. ROBERT SWITZER, Clerk of our said Cou · , at the Court House, the . ... "t;,, . . . . . 

d,y of l~ . 19 f, ?;-din th, 15 7 ym of th'. ~~"'"'."~ '"Ith 
.. ... , Clerk. 

P a L. PR ESS . H AR RI SO N BU RG, YA 
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~ ln»ertlefl . 



COMMONVlEALTH 

v. ~ Misdemeanor (Pro.} 

; 

t 
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