
cm.n.rom· ALTR OF VITIGINIA ' 

COl'NTY O ·~ 10C:KI ::GL J: , to - wit: 

I n the vircui t vourt of said. County : 

The grand jurors in and for t h e h od of said county 
of Rockincham and now attending said Court at it s December term , 
1 927 , upon their oaths do :present that Samuel ::1: . Davis , who \Vas 
l.leret of )re , t o-r it , on the 22d day of Hay , 192:g,, convicted of vi ola t ­
ing the protibition laws i n the Ci rcuit Court of Rock i nbham County , 
Virginia , and was given two months i n jail and a fine of one hundre d 
dollars , within one year next prio r to the finding of thi s i ndict ­
nent , in the said count, of Rockingham, did unlawfully have i n h i s 
possession a still , still ca::p , worm , tub , fernenter , and other ap ­
pliances connected with and. used in the operation of a st ill , vi i thout 
h avi ng the same r eg i stered a s required by law, a~ainst tr .. e peace .na.. 
dignity of tlle Common 1eal th of Vi rf:inia • 

.4 /t1r" ;(;;~ This indictment is f ound on ul e test i mony of Georre 
Lawson , a witness snorn i :::1 ourt and sent before tl1e grand jur y to 
g ive evidence . 
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wealth of Vi 
_ ocki ngham County , 

i nia , 
to .... w · : 

e i · rene be ed. , th&· on tbe 10th d , of - ~-r;~o_v_e_.rn_b_. ___ , 927 , 

c 1ne be fo e e , a t , I • it r :iekl , Bai l Comrr.iss i oner , for the s id 

County of oczi n ham, and severally and res ectiveli a.ckno ·rled ed 

themselves to be indebted to the c o . onw al h of Vi r i nia , in m ner 

nd for f ollow· _ , , that is to se : 

i n t l:e surn of _o_n_P ___ _ _ ___;_(_,,_._1__,,,_0_0Q_. OO} d ollaTs , and t he sa i d Ge orge. 

~. Dav iR n the sum of one. thotsand ($1 , 00 . 00 ) dol l ars , t o 

be r .s activel y de and lev i ed of t heir severttl ods and chatt els , 

l ands and tene ents , and. t he sever _l r waived the benefi t of their 

stead LXe tion as t o this obli a ion , to tl e use of the common-

we 1t h of Vir i ia , if the sai Ra nuel E . Diw is s a ll .· !re de ... 

f 1 t in the erfo m nee of the conditions undGrwritt en . 

The co di tion of th above reco 0 niza ce is such t _ ... G t if h.e above 

bound ~amnel ' • DA.V iR do and sh _l jerso 1 yap ,eor befo e 

the rcui Court of the said co 1ty o the fir st dE.~T of tre next 

term t ereof , then and there t o a1s er the car onwealt f or and con-

e rn ·ng a certs in fe:ilonv b r hiL c runi tted wherewith he --~-----~-- ---
stands char ea. , T to an~r ti~e or ti es to 'Fhich he !'r ceedin s may 

be contL et't r further he&r cl , and before a -..r court or uc1. e here ­

af· er ... avin or h ldL g an, rocee in s i connect ion · th the said 

ch rge , and not de 8rt thence without leave f court , and . bJund 

under this recog izance until said cherge is finall dis osec. of 

or antil it is eclared void by order of a c 1,1petent court , ten this 

recognizances all be null rtd void , otherwise shbll rernBi i full 

f o ce a d virt·e . 
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· Commonwealth of Virginia-City, County of;fac./~ to-wit: 

To the Prohibition Inspectors, Sheriffs, Sergeants, and all Police Officers and Constables of the State of 

Virginia~g: . · 

WHEREAS __ =----- -<~~----- --------- ---------- - - -- --- of the said\'!.:! • ., 

has this day made complaint and information on oath before me, __ &_~~------
- Name of Magistrate. Title. 

(b) A still, still cap, worm, tubs, fermenters and other a;ppliances connected with such still and used, and 
mash and other substances, capable of being used, in the manufacture of Ardent Spirits, are unlawfully 

in the possession of, and unlawfully used by one__ - - --- -------------------------------------
(Give name: if name unknown , saJ. ..Whose name is to the jnformation unknown") 

in a certain__ _________________________ ____ _ --- ---------------------------------------
<Here describe place as in (a) above) 

(o) Ardent Spirits are being unlawfully kept, held, stored, concealed, used, sold, and unlawfully trans-
._,t .,,.· 

ported in certain baggage or a certain vehicle, to-wit· a certain __ __ ___________________________ _ 
(Here describe vehicle . auto. wagon . ca rriage. buggy. boat, bagga11e or what not) 

by one ____________ _________________ _____ ------ - ------------ -----------------------
<Here give n ame, or describe as in (a) above) 

And there being reasonable cause for such belief: • 
THESE ARE, THEREFORE, IN THE NAME OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, to com­

mand you, witih all necessary and proper speed and assistance, to search the house, place, baggage, boat or 
vehicle herein designated, either in day or night, and seize such ardent spirits and, their containers and 
other things apparently possessed or used in violation of law, and bring the same and the person or per­
sons, in whose possessidn they are found, and · also any person resisting, impeding, obstvucting, or fo any 
manner hindering or delaying you in the execution of this warrant before me, or some other officer having 
jurisdiction of the case. to be disposed of and dealt with according to law; and make return of this warrant 
showing all acts and things done thereunder, with ~ particular statement and sufficient description of the 
things seized and the name of the pen;on in whose possession found, if any, and if not found in the posses-
sion of any one, so state in your return, and post a true copy of this warrant and the return thereof, as re­
quired by law. 

Given under my hand and seal this __ f ___ day ofdfZJ!-~---- 1927-_ 

-------f:3..:7-77-------~ AL) 

~~ . 
--✓------------------------ -----

Tit:,le of · agis trate. 



DIRECTIONS 

1. If only Ardent Spiri ts and containers, be seized, 

the Magistrnte shall fix a time not less than 10 

nor more than 30 days from the date of return, for 
the hearing of said return. If no claimant appear, 
the Ardent Spirits and articles are to be forfeited 
to Commonwealth. Any person claiming any of 
same must file a written claim stating particularly 
the charac ter and ex tent of his interest therein, 
whereupon the Mag is t rate shall certify ,the war­
rant, written claim and articles claimed, to the 
Circuit or Corporation Court, as the case may be, 
for d etermina t ion, and d ecla re the uncla imed a r­
ticles forfe i ted. 

2. If still, still cap , worm, tubs, heater, fermenters, 
or any appliance connected with a s t iEL and used, 
or mash or other subst ance capable of being used, 
in the m anufact ure of Ardent Spirits, be seized, 
t he mash (after taking a sample) shall be de­
stroyed, and the fac ts and articlf!\S seized reported 
to the Prohibition Com miss ioner and Common­
wealth 's Attorney. (A copy of this warrant and 
p roper return will be a su ffi cie,n1J notice and . re­
port.) Ardent Sp irits and contai ners d ispo'sed of 
as in No. 1 above. 

3. If Ardent Spirits are being transported in a.n a u­
tomobile, boat, wagon , buggy, or other vehicle, the 
Ardent Spirits ~~ containers shall be preserved 
and the vehicle' ~ 11 be delivered ,to the Sergeant 
of the City, the facts reported to the Prohibition 
CommLssioner and .Commonwealth's Attorney and 
Arde,nt Spirits' and . containers disposed of as pro­
vided in No. 1 above. (A copy of this warrant and 
proper return will be a sufficent report.) 

,4. A cop;- of this warrant and the return thereon 
m ust be posted at the front door of the house, or 
on the door of the room , or on the premi!Ses at 
the place ,the Ardent Spirits may be found. 

See Sections 21 1-2, 22, 23 , 23 1-2, 57 and 57 1-2 , 

Acts of Ass.embly, 1918, Page 578. 

·wARRANT TO SEARCH FOR ARDENT 
SPIRITS, ETC. 

Commo.nwealth of Virginia 

·--~· - · ✓W ...... ~~ ................. . 

:,'.~~1'J..:. ~i'.hi~ . ~~::•:;,.th;, ... / v.tW .... . day 

within stated ........... .A. ~\.JJIA,j"""'N~'!.: 
(Hr 

and by seizing the foll ing described Ardent Spir i ts 
and other things therein found (and arresting the 
above named person fou.nd in possession thereof) and 
by pos ting a true copy of this warrant and the return 

h ereon on the 
(Here say place, house, room. boat, 

auto or baggage. or as case may be) 

as front door of house, door of room or premises) 

·················-··························-··-·············-----·················· 

~' my hand thb ... ./. D. t.£u_ .day of 

:·::::::.=:;;:·:r;!;f ~ ·-········· 

The following named officers and persons assis ted 
me in the execution of this warrant : 

Other than above stated the followin.g are wit­
nE1Sses: 

This m a t ter set for hearing on the .. . ....... day 
of . . .. . . . ....... . . . .. 192 • •• • 

No claim of ownership or interest in any of t he 
said things seized having been filed herein in com­
pliance with the law, ,the same are hereby adjudged 
and d ecla red confiscated and f orfeited to the ' Com­
monweal th. 

Given under my hand· this . . ......•....... .. day 

of . . .... .... .......... , 192 •.•. 

Title of Magistrate. 

Written claim of owner.ship or interest having been 
filed to certa in of the said things herein seized, this 
warrant, the said claim and the things in the claim 

I particularly described, are hereby certified to the 
•. ........ . ...... . Court of this •. ____________ for de-
terminatio.n ' and the said things unclaimed are hereby 
adjudged and d eclare.cl confiscated and forfeited to 
the Commonweal th. 

Giv en under my hand this ..... ·--··----· ... day of 

••. • ••• • . • ..••• .. . - -, 192 _ _ •• 

Title of Magistrate. 

NOTE.-Unless warrant issued for Ardent Spirits 
being transported in vehicle, boat or baggage. it is to 
be returned to the jurisdiction from which issued. If 
i,ssued for Ardent Spirits so transported, it can l'le 
executed in any part of the State, and returned to 
any justice in any county or city through which 
they were carried. 
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