
Number of Acres: 120 

ROCKillGIID.! COUNTY 

NAME OF"JlWHtl CLl~IFANT 
#242 - Begoon, 4nnie R. 

Location: On top of the Blue Ridge at Simmons ' Gap , lying in both Rockingham .and Greene Counties , and entirely within the Park area . 

Roads : Eight miles over good dirt road to Yancey , the nearest shipping point . 

Soil: (See reverse side for Soil information} 

History of Tract and condition of timber: rhe rroodland has been cut over and there 1s no mero~antable timber . There is a fair stand of hard-wood and some white pine. number of tte trees are under an DBH and occasional trees up to 141 .LJBH. There is plenty of firewood, but it 1s very inconvenient to the house . 

Improvements : .,..,.
0

"'-rr;, 
"-' .u.L:J . 

Acreage and value of types : 

Types 

Ridge : 

Slope: 

Cove : 

Grazing Land: 

Fields Restocking: 

Cultivated Land: 

Orchard: 

Minerals: 

Acreage 

53 

6? 

120 

Value of Land: ~ 878. 00 

Value of Improvements: $ 

Value of Orchard: $ 

Value of Minerals: $ 

Value of Fruit: $ 

Value of Timber: $ 

Value of Wocd : $ 

Value per acre for ~:~ct : ';; 24 . 00 

Value per acre Total Value 

,..5 . 00 265 . 00 

39 . 00 2613 . 00 

Incidental damages arising from the taking of this tract: $~Tc .. --:: . 

~ -/V: L:l:n '. CLERK. _ _;;...---"'------z:_:r~~--- --



SOIL: Sandy loan of fuir depth and fertility . The woodland is very 
steep and rocky with some cliffs . The first class grazing land 
has a moderate slope end a good rich soil with a small amount of 
rock and a fine blue grass turf, a few weeds and no brush. The 
second class is steep with more rock , little brush and a thin turf , 
The third class is very steep and rocky with some shaley soil . 
The blue grass is found only in patches . The tract is exception­
ally well watered . 



. _£~/.¾~ 
Claim of_);;Jf~;;;~~fl· ~:---~-~ ~£: ,4-.v:~_!:-__ -.:-:: ______ _ 
In the Circuit Court oL~~--- ___ ~ --Count~, Virginia, No. ________ , At Law. 
The State Commission on Conservat· n and Development of the State of Virginia, Peti-tioner, vs. ___ _______ __ ______ ___ _______ _______ _____ ___ ____ _______ _________ _____ _______ __ _ 

~~~~i~~~~ii!f:~j~~~~~~i~:ii~~~~~~:~~:~e~~~~::~~-~~~ 
velopment of the State of Virginia, and in response to the notice of condemnation awarded upon the fili~,g of sa·d petition and published in accordance with the order of the Circuit 
Court oL.d.~- ~~County, Virginia, asks leave of the Court to file this as his answer to said 1 ion and to said not ice. =~ :::eo:;:-address is __ :t/!-- _____ ::-:::~::::::::::::::::::::: 

I claim a right, title, estate or interest in a tract or parcel of land within the area sought 
to be condemned, containing about_J_¥-_~0. ____ acres, on which there are the following 
buildings and improvements: _____________________ __________ ___ ______ ___________________ _ 

-------- ----------------- ----------------- --------;-c;:;;:7 :7- ---------------
Thi~<:', located about__-L..3-___ _ miles from ___ ~ -----Virginia, in 
the _ ~ -Magisterial District of said County. 

I claim the following right, title, estate or interest in the tract or parcel of land de­scribed above: fln this space claimant should say whether he is sole owner or joint owner, 
and if joint owner give names of the joint owners. If claimant is not sole or joint owner, he should set out exactly what right, title, estate or interest he has in or to the tract or parcel of land described above. ) ,. 

The land owners adjacent to the above described tract or parcel of land are as follows: 

North ----------------------------------------------------------------------------­
South ---- ------------------------------------------------------------------------­
East -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
West ------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1 acquired my right, title, estate or interest to this property about the year __________ in the 
following manner: 

I claim that the total value of this tract or parcel of land with the improvements there­
on is $Lll..~-~ -L~ I claim that the total value of my right, title, estate or interest, 
in and to this tract or parcel of land with the improvements thereon is $L~e-~! ____ ...... 

I am the owner oL ___ ::::-__ :::-____ acres of land adjoining the above described tract or 
parcel of land but lying outside the Park area, which I claim will be damaged by the pro-
posed condemnation of lands within the Park area, to the extent of $ __ .:-::-::,._ __ ==--------· 

(In the space below should be set out any additional statements or information as to this claim which claimant desires to make; and if practicable he should also insert here a desc~::::k:~ t~c~ ::,~::1_:~-~:d ~m-:re:_:~~-~:!~~ML:¥~t-~d 

----- --------------------------------------- (Continue remarks if necessary on the back). 
Witness my signature ( or my name and mark attached hereto ) this _______ _______ day 

of ___ ____ _ " - -- -------, 193 ___ . ---------- /2 . ,Ii _,...------ . -----------------
STATE OF VI~GINIA, COUN~Y OF-----~--~------- ~ A J 

The undersigned hereby certifies that_ ________ ~_ -/ ~ ~ ~-· ___ _______ _ 
the above named claimant personally appeared befor~hi~va~d~~~;th-th;_t the matters :~:-~~,;2~:~~~~~-::yhi:f~~~-::_~~:3~-'.~~t;~~ge and belief, 

,Clel"lE ef the Cgu1.1~· Special Investigator or 
Notary PQblio, gr J1J~tiGi of the Peace. -



LAW OFFICES 

GEO.S. HAR NSBERGER 
HARRISON BURG. VA. 

I N 1R3 CIRCUIT COUi:U OF ROCKINGHAM COUN:rY, VIrlGilUA • 

• 

The State Conmiseion on 
Conservation and Development 
of the State of Virginia 

vs. 

Cassandra Lawson Atkins and others 
and 52,561 acres, morevor less, 
in Rockingham County, irginia . 

Statelllllnt made by --~~JR..Jf~ ---...;and 
- --- _- -.:.-=.-=.-=.::.-_-_--___________ , pursuant to a decree en-

tared in the above entitled cause on October 25, 1932, in respons 

to Item No. 1 of the inquiry made in said decree . 

Your respondents say that the acreage listed in the re-

port of the Appriaisal Board, under its No . __ J.-..:;.... ~-1, .... 2-___ , is bel e1,~d 

to be approximately correct, and that they do not desire to make 

any objections to the acreage as there given. 

Your respondents further say that it was not the number of 

acres allowed them to which exception was taken, but tht the 

exceptions he r etofore filed by them we re to the amount allowed 

your respondents per acre. 

:::::s J 

csr4 a,,, zii-e..-if~-
By Counsel. 

) b __eh. s. .t~AA/IA .IJJ..Q A Q. ,PA _ _ , 
~~~ -\-

'J..'./L 



Claim oL_ _ :/..-c _ ~ ~ : 7 /,L 7 ~ Y~ ,. "- ----------------------
In the Circuit Court oL..,_.&~/~- County, Virginia, No. ________ , At Law. 
The State Commission on Conservation and Development of the State of Virginia, Peti-
tioner, vs. ____ ______ ___________________ ___________________ ____________________ _____ ____ _ 

~:~~i:~fi~~~.1~~J~~* f.~ittfo~ ~Ci~j~i~ii~i~~~:~~:::;:iifi-:~~-~~: 
velopment of the State of Virginia, and in response to the notice of condemnation awarded 
upon the filing of said petition and published in accordance ·with the order of the Circuit 

Court of..4,_~7_~- County, Virginia, asks leave of the Court to file this 
as his answer to said petition and to said notice. 

My name is __ L~~L /--ff-!r~---e',_::;7•----, 
2 

_________________ _ 
My post office address is ___ ______ -/'::-_~~-~L--~~- ~-~ ----------------------

I claim a right, title, estate or interest in a tract or parcel of land within the area sought 

to be condemned, containing about__L~-~~==---acres, on which there are the following 
buildings and improvements : _________ _____________ ________ _____ ________ _______ _________ _ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------- ~ -----------------
This land is located about_ __ .L~---miles from _______________ ______ ___ _____ Virginia, in 

the.1'4-~~~~-Magistetial District of said County. 

I claim the following right, title, estate or interest in the tract or parcel of land de­
scriped above: (In this space claimant should say whether he is sole owner or joint owner, 
and if joint owner give names of the joint owners. If claimant is not sole or joint owner, 
he should set out exactly what right, title, estate or interest he has in or to the tract or 
parcel of land described above. ) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The land owners adjacent to the above described tract or parcel of land are as follows: 
North ____ _______________ ______ ________ ____ ________ ______ _____________ __________ ___ _ 
South ____ __________________ ________ _____ ______ ______ _______ ___ ___ ________________ _ _ 

East ____ ________ ________ ______ _______ ________ ______________ _________ ______ ________ _ 
West __________ ___ ________________ _____ _________ _______ ______ ___ _____ ___________ ___ _ 

I acquired my right, title, estate or interest to this property about the year __________ in the 
following manner : 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I claim that the total value of this tract or parcel of land with the improvements there­

on is $...IP---~ -~~ I claim that the total value of my right, title, estate or interest, 

in and to this tract or parc·e1 of land with the improvements thereon is $L~~-~ : ~"?. 
I am the owner of_ ______ ________ _ acres of land adjoining the above described tract or 

parcel of land but lying outside the Park area, which I claim will be damaged by· the pro-

posed condemnation of lands within the Park area, to the extent of $-----=--------------· 
(In the space below should be set out an y additional statements or information as to 

this claim which claimant desires to make; and if practicable he should also insert here a 
description of the tract or parcel of land by metes and bounds). 

Remarks : ___ ~(L__L ___ ,'2_--J..,d__ -&b, .1.:~ L~ --=-~ -~-~ -~-2" ¢:-~A'. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------- ------------ ( Continue remarks if necessary on the back). 

Witness my signature (or my name and mark attached here~ s _______________ day 

oL ________________ ___ , 1930. (b ~") -~o/£:4-~~~~--~;,L __ 
STATE OF VIRGINIA, COUNTY OF ______ - -------- - -----------, To-wit. ~ 

The undersigned hereby certifies that_~~~-~ --~~~-,,;J! __ &_-:_ ___ ~ ---
the above named claimant personally appeared before him ~nd made e~.th thfil the matters 
and things appea~ in his above answer are true to the best of his knowledge and belief, 

this ______ ~~--day of../-z-~~' 1~ _ .- ~ , 

/ cL--~~/~ - - --- -~·L_«--#:~---·------------
~ GJerk-of the--€ouri;-& Special Investigator 01:...... 

Notai;.y PHblic, or Justice of the-~eace.. 



r Revised report 

county: tlock1nghum 
Distriot: Stonewall 

County: Groene 
D1striot: Monroe 

#242 - Begoon, Annie R. - Book1ngham co. 
#153 - Begoon, Anni e R. - Greene County. 

X 
.1t..0reage Cl aimed: Assessed: 145! Deed: 148. 9 

Value Cl ai med: Assessed: $1488. 00 Deed: $2500. 00 (1906) 

Location : On top of the Blue Ridge at Si mmons • Gap, l ying in both 
Rockingham and Greene oounties, and entirely 1ithin tho 
Park ar e&. . 

Inoumbranoes , counter claims or l aRs: None known. 

Soil: 

Roads: 

Sandy loam of fair depth and ferti lity. The woodl1 nd is 
very steep and rocky with s03e ol1ffs. The fi r st oluss 
grazing l and has a moderate slope and a good rich soil with 
a small amount of rook and a f1no bl ue grass turf, u few 
weeds and no brush. The sooond class ls steep with more 
rook, littl e brush and a thin turf. The third class is very 
steep and rooky with some shaley soil. The blue grass is fo und 
only in patches. The tract 1s exceptionally ,ell watered . 

Ei ght n1les over good dirt road to Yancey , the nearest shipping 
point . 

History or tra ct and condition ot timber: The woodl~nd has been cut over 
and there is no merchantable timber. There 1s n fair stand of 
haruwood and some white pine . A number of the trees a re 
under 8" DBH and oocasional trees up to 14" DBH. There is 
pl enty of fi rewood, but it 1s very 1noonven1ent to the house. 

Improvements: ~enar.t nouse: Log and stone, weathezbourded - 21x21•, 
L l 2x 21', 5 rooms, 2i story, shingl e roof , solid foundation , 
concrete tloor, good condition - -- $500. 00 
Bt.rn: Log , 17x23', with shed 9xl?•, shingle root, 
poor oond1t1on --
Sprins house: Frame, 8xl5', metal roof , o~ncrete 
trough, and floor, good oond1tiou 
Hen house : ~rame, 10xl 2' , paper r oot , tair condition. 
liog pen: Log 8xl 8 ', poor condition. 
orohard : ?J apple trees with a few other f r uit trees 
20 years old, good condltion - 2 aores at ~eo. oo per 
acre ----

75.00 

50. 00 
20 . 00 

5 . 00 

160.00 
eio. oo 

Value of l and by types: Rockingham County 
Value Tlpe 

S ope 
Bg I 
Fg I-a 
Fg II 
Fg III 

Aoreage 
22 
19 

6 
22 
20 

89 

;eer uore 
$2. 50 
60 . 00 
35. 00 
18 .00 
12. 00 

Total 
Value 

$55. oo 
1140.00 

210.00 
396.00 
240 . 00 

,;i2041.00 

j.., 



county: Rockins ho.m 
District: ston~wull 

County: Greone 
District: Monroe 

#242 - Begoon, Annie R. - Rockingham Co. 
#153 - Begoon, Annie R. - Greene County. 

Total value of land 
Total value ot tract 

_ Average va lue per acre 

Rockingham co. 
t2041. oo 
$2041. 00 

22.93 

Greene County 
Va lue of l a nd by types: 

TY;l?8 
Fg I 

i~cre nse 
23 

Fg II 4 
Orcha rd 2 

29 

Totdl va lue of land 984.00 
Tot ~l value of i mprovem•ts 810.00 
Tota l va lue of tract 1794.00 

Average va lue per acre 61.86 

Value 

per aore 
;40.00 
16.00 
80.00 

SUMMARY 

Rockingham and Groene Counties 

Tota l number of a cres 118 
Totul va lue of l a nd 3025. 00 
Tota l va lue of improvements 810. 00 
Total va lue of traot -.-3~8~3•5·.-0-0-

Average va l ue per acre $32. 50 

Tota l 

Va lue 
$§20.00 

64. 00 

$984.00 

x -- This traot and the Howurd Eiler tra ct a re subdivisions of a larger 
tra ot. Lines A- E were surveyed and corner F wa s tied in by our survey 
of t he udjoining Ziler tra ct. The steepness of the ground map account 
for the error of the olders~urveys. 



LAW OFFICE$ 

IN THZ CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY~VIRGINIA. 

The state Commission 
on Conservation and Development 
of the State of Virginia 

vs. 

Cassandra Lawson Atkins and others 
and 52,501 acres of land 
in Rockingham County. 

Filed in the Clerk's Office 
Rockingham County, Va. 

OCT I 1932 

TO THE HON. H. W. BERTRAM ,JUDGE OF SAID COURT. 

The motion of Annie R. Begoon, praying said Court to dis­

approve and to decline to accept the finding of the Board of AP­

praisal commissioners, heretofore appointed by said Court in the 

above matter, wherein said Board reported, under No. 242 of its 

findings, as filed in the Clerk's Office of said Court, that the 

movant was only entitled to the sum of $2 ,878. 00 for 120 acres of 

her land, whioh is an average of approximately ~24. 00 per acre . 

The grounds of said motion are as follows: 

(1 ) That the -price per acre allowed for said land is mani -

festly inadequate and confiscatory, because sa id lands are worth 

at least .~66 . 00 per acre, as is shown by the affidavits a ttached 

hereto. 

(2) That the finding of said Board was based upon a mistake 

of law a s to the nature and effect of the evidence produced be­

fore said Board by the above named party. 

(3) That the finding of said Board is,apparently,from the 

statements contained in its report, based upon the physical char­

acter of the land alone, without taking into consideration,or at 

least without giving any effect in its final decision to,the 

income-pr pduoing capacity of said land or to the faot that all 

such gr ~zing lands in the Blue Ridge Mountains are being taken 

GEo. s. HARNSBERGER under these condemnation :proceedings, anu that like grazing lands 
HARRISON BURG. VA. 



LAW OFFICES 

GEO.S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG, VA. 

IN TH~ CIRCUIT COURT OF ROC¥INGH.A1! COUNTY,VIRGINIA. 

The State Commission 
on Conservation and Development 
of the state of Virginia 

vs. 

Cassandra Lawson ~tkins and others 
and 52,501 acres of land 
in Rockingham County. 

The affidavit of c.J.Beggoon, to be read in connection 

with the motiiln filed by ~ie R. Begoon to have the finding of 

the Board of Appraisal Commissioners disapproved in connection wit 

its finding No. 242. 

state of Virginia, 

City of Harrisonburg, to-wit: 

~nis day C.J. 3egoon personally appeared before me, F. 

Flavia Converse, a Not ary Public in and for the City aforesaid, 

in the state of Virginia, in my City aforesaid, and, being duly 

sworn , deposes and says: 

I am the husband of .Annie R.Begoon, who is the owner of 

149 acres of land situate on the top of the Blue Ridge Mountains, 

at Simmons• Gap, 120 acres lying in Rockingham County, and 29 acres 

in Greene. --g!je-;ila~m- eti.Q:omiz:lt,~~ ~~~ 

ca1!' • -drth In li"ltt::.~.r. This land lies on a public road, and 

all of this land is used together as a grazing farm. The whole 

tract 1s exceptionally well watered and well fenced, and has a 

clean blue grass sod on the greater part thereof, and is generall 

considered as one of the very best grazing farms upon the moun-

This tract of land will graze at least 45 head of cattle 

for six months in each and every year, and said cattle vdll put o 

at least 250 pounds apiece during tha t :period. Their total gain 



LAW OFFICIS 

GEO.S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG. VA. 

---2---

cannot be purchased for any suoh amount as allowed to the movant. 

The affidavits attaohed hereto are asked to be read in 

support of these exceptions. The claim .filed by movant before 

the Appraisal Board is also asked to be read in connection here­

with. 

~4~~:::!!!"!f::::-«~,;1c111:<:...:::iy~~~o~un~~~:;,;~~=:::.::::.....;;:.._, 

~ -LL~o/4r 



LAW OFFICES 

GEO.S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG, VA. 

IN 'IDE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY , VIRGINIA. 

The state Commission on 
Conservation and Development 
of the Sta te of Virginia 

vs . 

Cassandra Lawson Atkins and others 
and 52 , 501 acres of land 
in Rockingham County. 

The affidavit of 

read in connection with the motion fi l ed by Annie R. Begoon to hav 

the finding of the Board of Appraisal Commissioners disapproved 

in connection with its finding No. 242. 

State of Virginia , 

City of 

1!:he State of Vi1ginie., in my City aforesaid, 

and, being duly sworn, deposes and says : 

I am well acquainted with the 149 acres of land owned by 

Annie R. Begoon situate on the top of the Blue Ridge Mountains, 

on the Simmons Gap Road, in Rockingham and Greene Counties . 

~~~d 
I have been upon"' tlie proJfert~:~s~~le 

grazed thereon, and, from my experience with,1.grazfng lands~ 

tho hand lint; of o attle, I belie -ve tlia t 45 head o! cattle can tHi 

g~azaa tbe:tiQ9ll fep eix months during 11he y&ar, ana 11hat the3 wSl 

take on at least 240 po'ttftde eaol'tz.__. 1-~elieve that a fair ave1age 

price wo 7,fuen -the-eattle;rre taken frem -- ' ~ ~~ 
tt~},;:T~~, .lee, ~ land should be worth 
f:r~~.aa~:T As tlus land is wel l watered , 

well fenced, and has a splendid blue grass sod upon the greater 

portion thereof, I do not believe that the same can be repl aced 



- __. ·.....----

,., 

'! 
I 

LAW OFFICES 

GEO.S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG. VA. 

_--2, __ 

would thus be 11,250 pounds, which, at an average price of six 

cents per pound, would make a profit of J675. 00, which would be 

the interest on Jll,250.00. The AJ)praisal Board has only al­

lowed an average value for said land of $24.00 per acre, which is 

not half of its worth, nor is it in accordance with the valuation 

whioh said Board has placed upon some other lands which are not 

any better and will not graze any more cattle, or put on any 

more pounds per steer. Said lands could not be replaced, even 

if no Park were contemplated, for the amount which has been al­

lowed by the Appraisal Board. Since all of the grazing lands on 

the Blue Ridge Mountains are being taken under the Park condem­

n~tion proceeding~ it will be impossible to replace such gr&zing 

land as is owned by said .Annie R. Bego ~ anywhere in the Valley 

of Virginia for less than F:JJ:01J to 'i Y4" .. toe' per acre . 

&c/A~,-v-_, 
Subscribed and .sworn to before me 

this (~ f day of September, 1932. 

---- - - - -- -

I 

I 

l 
I 

: 



LAW OFFICES 

GEO.S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISON BURG. VA. 

--2--

for less than the amount above specified,certainly not if all 

of the grazing lands in the Blue Ridge Moun.tain·s are taken in the 

Park condemnation proceedings. Independent of the establishment 

of the contemplated Park, I do not believe that such land as is 

now being considered could anywhere be acquired for the sum of 

~24. 00 per acre , the am.omt allowed by the a.Ppraisal. Board, for 

any person owning such land would not be willing to sell t he same 

at any suoh figure as the Appraisal Board has allowed. I, there­

fore, do not consider that the amount allowed by the Appraisal 

Board is anything like the fair value of the property , and to com­

pel the owner to take such a price would be practically confiscating 

her property. 

Subscribed and sworn to be~o~ 

e this ~ day of ~~~, 
l.9b2 . 



' 
1, 

I. £aw Office o/ 
Yeo. S Jfarnsberyer 

J(arr/son6wy,l/4. 

£,t (. - ,). 

~ --



lAW OFFICES 

GEO. S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG, VA . 

In re J.rbitration .Agreement submitted to the 
Governor, arising in or out of the condemnation 
proceedings pending in the Circuit Courts of 
Vi rginia under author ity of the Shenandoah 
National Park Aot . 

State Commission on Conservation 
and Development of th e state of 
Virginia 

vs. 

Cassandra Lawson Atkins and others 
and 52 ,501 aores of land in Rockingham 

In re exceptions of Annie R. Begoon. 

To the Hon.Philip Williams, Chairman of the Park 
Land A;rbitration Board. 

In reply to the ru.l.es issued by sai d .Arbitration Board 
on .&U8Ust 16, 1933, and in reply to your call therein made, t he 

undersigned begs to say: 

(a) The number of the tract ±a owned b~ exceptant, as shown 

on the map filed 1n this proceeding, is 242 . 

(b) The aor eage olaimed is 120. 

(o} Value of l and, eto. 

Al1 of this tract of land except about 10 acres is what 
might be generally termed slope land, but , with the exception 

aforesaid, is all covered by a fine stand of blue grass, and is 
all properly rated as grazing land. 

Slope grazing land, 110 acres, O $50. 00 per acre, $5.500. 0 

About 10 aores of timber land, which land, 

separate and distinct from the timber, is worth 

$10.00 per acre. 100. 

The timber upon this land i s worth i 5. 00 per acre, -----+-50. 

$5, 650. 
The AI>Praisal Board erred in reporting that 53 acres of 

said 110 acres was simply slope land , which they valued at only 



LAW OFFICES 

GEO. S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG. VA. 

•• 3_ .. 

after the l and is taken as she is now. 

state of Virginia, 

City of Harrisonburg, to-wi t: 

This day Annie R.Begoon personally appeared before me, 

F.Flavia Converse, a Notary Public in and for the City aforesaid, 

in the State of Virginia, in my City aforesaid, and, being duly 

affiraed, deposes and says: 

I have read the above statement, and believe the 

statements of f acts contained therein to be true. 

Subscribed and affirmed to before me this 28th day of August ,1933. 



I 
I 

BEG0ON, ANNIE 
242 
ROCKINGHAM COUNTY 

filed !n the Clerk's Offlce 
Rockingham County, Va. 

SEP f 1933 

~~ l'~cterlt 

IN RE . ARBITRATION AGREEMENTS submitted to the Governor arising 
in or out of Condemnation Proceedings pending in the Circuit Court 
of Virginia under authority of the Shenandoah National Park Act . 

sm.,ti .. ARY &TATEMENT OF PErITIONER: 

EXCEPTANT : Begoon, Annie 

ORIGINAL CLAIM: Acreage 149½: Value $10 , 000: I nc . Damages,None. 

VALUE PLACED ON TRACT BY PETITIONER 1 S APPRAISERS : 

TRACT NO . 

242 

VALUE 

$2041 . 00 

INCIDENI'AL DAMAGES 

None 

BOARD OF APPRAISAL COMMISSI ONERS FINDINGS : 

MAP NUMBER OF TRACT : 242 

VALUE OF TRACT : 

TRACT NO . 

242 

VALUE 

$2878. 00 

INCIDENTAL DAMAGES 

None 



The basic differences between Petitioner and this 

exceptant are as to the classification and value of the land 

and timber values. 

Although we believe the values reported by the 

Petitioner1 s appraisers were very liberal and thav the findings 

of the Board of Appraisal Commissioners as to values are sub­

stantially too high, we have accepted and will not seek a lower 

valuation ~han their findings as shown on the above ~ables in 

this case . 

As to the classification of the land and the other 

elemenvs of value we submit that ~hese mat t ers are correctly 

set forth in the Work Sheet of the Board with reference to this 

case, and no~ as set forth in exceptant 1 s statements . This Work 

Sheet is filed with the record and a copy o~ this Work Sheet is 

submitted with copy of the record tendered herewith, and addition­

al copies of the Work Sheet in ~his case will be furnished if 

desired. 

Subscribed to . and verified before me this too/;t/r day of 

September 1933. 

~ 1Jtt;dlu 1 

Emma K. Stokes, otaryPublic. 



BEGOON, ANNIE 
#153 
GREENE COUNTY 

IN RE • .ARBITRNI1ION AGREEMENTS submitted to the Governor arising 
in or out of Conde.mation Proceedings pending in the Circuit Court 
of Virginia under authority of the Shenandoah r?ational park Act . 

SUMMARY ST.ATEMEi{T OF PETITIONER : 

EXCEPT.ANT : Begoon, .Jlllie 

ORIGINAL CkIM: .h.creo.ge 155 Value $10 , 000 : rnc . n2"Uages u;one 

VALUE PLACED ON TR!CT BY PETITICNE!PS .APPRAISERS: 

TRACT NO . 

153 

VALUE 

$1?94. 00 

:30 ... RD OF ilPPRiuznL CO"~llS8IOlJERS FrWINGS: 

Miu' NUifil.uR OF T •• CT: 153 

VAL~--Z OF 'l~n.CT : 

TRAC':' NO . 

153 

V.tU.TJE 

'2045 .oo 

LIJCIDEHT.AL DAHA.GES 

None 

INCIDE..'tllT !.L D.AM:tl3-ES 

None 

Copies of this statement t..-e nvt-.clled to the state::ier.t of 

Petitioner filed in the County in . :.ich t .. e m jor portion of the 

land lies _nd in h:ic:1 -ch.;. s excep t a .. t h s filed ~.er st te:!;lent . 



LAW OFFICES 

GEO.S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG. VA. 

Ill THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKIRG!IAll COt'NTY, VIRGINI. 

Tho Stato ,ommia11on on 
Oonaervation and DaveloPJlent 
of the S'tll to ot Virginia 

vs. 
Caeaandra Ln:ison ildn8 and othere 
and 62 , 561 aoroe . mor6 or less . 
in Rock1nghwn County , Virginia. 

filed In the Clerk's Offloo 
Rockinghv,- "L ,nty, Va. 

t• I I 
M ~2 

/~ierk 

S1iatomant made by ~ , << '- L ~~and 

_:::::::::===========-=------• pu.reuant o a. docree on­
toziod in the abovo entitled oau.se on Octobor im,1932, ln rosppnae 

to Itom No. l of the 1nqt11ry made in said deoroe. 

Your reapomente sa;y that tho nareo.ge lletocl in the re-

port ot tho Appria.ianJ. rd. nndol" its o. ~%- • ic ell evod 

to bo :p;proxtme.tely oor.roat , oud that they do not ca1ro to make 

any ob~ection to tho 60reaeo as there eivan. 

Your responllenta f\lrthoi- e:.17 th t it ue not the number ot 

aorea al10flo4 them to which oxco»tion as taken, but tJ:J:t the 

axooptione heretoforo fi l od by them ero to tho amount allowed 

y-ou.r .reepondenta per aore. 

ea , ·- -
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GEO. S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG. VA. 

ID THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROGKINGH COUh"TY.VIRGilIA. 

]he State Oommieaion on 
.:oneervation and Development 
·Jf the Stute of Virginia 

ve . 

Jaesandru Laweon tk1na and 
others , and 52,501 aoros ot 
land in Rock1.ogham Gounty. 

To the Hon. il1p 11lliame, Chairman of the 
Park Land i.rbi tra.t1on Board. 

In roply to your lottor Wld call of ~usuat 8, 1933, beg 

o eo.y that copi es of the papers horotofore f1le4 in the above 

maitor are herewith h nded you, nd a like copy has beon delivere 

to the st to Oomr.:iiseion on Coneervution and Dovelopmont, with the 

exooption of a copy of tho olaim ihich ! r.}l! rah of the Commission 

aaid they did not t.md. 

Further nswering your cal.ls in their order: 

(1) !I'he grounds of oxooption a.re fully eet .forth 1n the ex-

ceptions til ed. Su.ff1ce it to say hare that to bneis of the ex- , 
! 

oeption is the extremely inadequate and conf'ieoatory valuo plaood j 

I 
11pon the lands of oxaeptant; these l nas are not property acgro- i 
Jated as t o qunliiy or vulua. Tho amount llowed por ere for ox~ 

coptant•s l and is not only not the !air value of ea1d land under 

n ormal conditions 1 u.nde11 which oond1 tion ea.id land mu.et be value , 

,ut is grossly inadoquato and eonfiaoutory in view or the f ct thrt 

it 10 tho l)u.rposo of tho Coneervu.t1on Com.i.1ss1on to take ull euch 

~razing lands upon the Blue Ridge l: ountain. 

(2) The number of this cl 1m on the county Ol'norehip mop file 

in those proceedings 1s ,z{(6.,,t_ 
( ) ut or i y of cou.n el o ot 1n t i ee roe ding i 

attnohed h oreto. 
:e.2-9cttw.ly aub itto~ , 
~-/~~ ~ ~/ - , 



£aw Office o/ 
Yeo. S Aarnsheryer 

Xarr/son6ury,l/4 . 

To the Hon. Phillip Williams,chairrnan of the 
ParA Land Arbitration Board; 

Aug. 12,1933. 

This is to certiry that I,.Annie R. Begoon,have enployed 

Geo . s .Harnsbcrger, Attorney, 01' Harrisonburg , v irt,inia, to represent 

me in all conc.1.ermation proceedings in connection ffit.h my lancls in 

Lhe 8henamtoah National Par.n. area. ~ 

r> ' (/~ Is 
- - ~:_.____· ..:;.._,;.~,;;J=--::r--C.---rYt. ___ "'-/ 



LAW OFFICES 

GEO.S. HARNSBERG ER 
HARRISONBURG. VA. 

nr THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGH.J.! COUNTY , VIRGINIA. 

The State Commission 
on Conservation and Development 
of the state of Yirginia 

vs . 

Cassandra Lawson ~tkins and others 
and 52,501 acres of land 
in Rockingham County . 

TO THE HON. H. -:V. BERTfu.J.f,JUDGE OF S.t.i.I D COURT. 

The motion of Annie R. Begoon, praying said Court to dis­

approve and to decline to accept the finding of the Board of ap­

praisal Commissioners, heretofore appointed by said Court 1n the 

above matter , wherein said Board reported , under No . 242 of its 

findings , as filed in the Clerk ' s Office of said Court, that the 

movant was only entitled to the sum of $2 ,878 . 00 for 120 acres of 

her land , which is an average of approximately ~4.00 per acre. 

The grounds of said motion are as follows: 

(l) That the prioe per acre allowed for said land is mani­

festly inadequate and oonfisoatory, booause said lands are worth 

at least $66 . 00 per acre , as is shown by the affidavits attached 

nereto. 

(2 ) That the finding of said Board was based upon a mistake 

pf law as to the nature and effeot of the evidence produced be­

t ore said Board by the above named pa:rty. 

( 3) That the finding of said :Soard is, apparently , from the 

~tatements contained in its report , based upon the physical char -

1cter of the land alone , without taking into consideration, or at 

~east without giving any effect in its final decision to, the 

,.noome- prpduc:ing capacity of said land or to the fact that all 

~uoh grazing lanas in the Blue Ridge Mountains are being taken 

under these condemnation proceedings, and that like grazing lands 

25b 
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cannot be purchased for any suoh amount as allowed to the movant . 

The affidavits attached hereto are asked to be read in 

support of these exceptions. The claim filed by movant before 

the Appraisal Board is also asked to be read in conneotion here­

with. 

I 

I 

I 



LAW OFFICES 

GEO.S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG. VA. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCICTNGHiiM COUUTY , VIRGINIA• 

The State Comcission 
on Conservation and Development 
of the State of Virginia 

vs . 

Cassandra Lawson Atkins and others 
and 52 9 501 aores of land 
in Rockingham County. 

TO THE HON. H. W. EERTRA.M. JUDGE OF S.t'..ID COtraT. 

The affidavit of C.J. Beggoon, to be read in connection 

with the motion filed by Annie rt• Begoon to have the finding of 

the Board of Appraisal Commissioners disapproved in connection wi 

its finding NO• 242 . 

state of Virginia, 

City of Harrisonburg, to-wit: 

This day C. J . Begoon personally appeared before me, F. 

Flavia Converse , a Notary Pu.blic in and for the City aforesaid, 

in the state of virginia, in my City aforesaid, and , being duly 

sworn, deposes and says: 

I am the husband of A.ID1ie R. Begoon, who is the owner of 

149 acres of land situate on the top of the Blue Ridge Mountains, 

at Si~mons' Gap , 120 acres lying in Rockingham County, and 29 aor s 

in Greene. The land in the one County is of about the same value 

as the land in the other . This land lies on a public road , and 

all of this land is used together as a grazing farm. The whole 

tract is exceptionally well watered and well fenced, and has a 

clean blue grass sod on the greater part thereof, and is generall 

considered as one of the very best grazing farms upon the moun­

tain. 

This tract of land will graze at least 45 head of cattle 

for six months in each and every year, and said cattle will put o 



• 
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-.-2 ---

at least 250 pounds apiece du.ring that period. Their total gain 

would t hus be 11 , 250 pounds , which , at an average price of six 

cents per pound, would make a profit of $675 . 00 , whioh would be 

the interest on $11 , 250.00. The Appr aisal Board has only al­

lowed an average value for said land of ~4. 00 per aore , which 

is not half of 1 ts ,:or th , nor is 1 t in accordance with the valu­

ation which said Board has placed upon some other lands which are 

not any better and will not graze any more cattle, or put on any 

more pounds per steer. Said lands could not be replaced , even 

if No Park were contemplated, for the amount which has been al­

l~ved by the Appraisal Board. Since all of the grazing lands on 

the Blue Ridge Mountains are being taken under the Park condem­

nation proc eeding , it will be impossible to replace suoh grazing 

land as is owned by said ' .Annie R.Begoon anywhere in the Valley 

of Virginia for less than 1)80.00 to ~100.00 per acre . 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

this / /I' day of September, 1932. 



COMMONWEA.LTH OF VIRGINIA.., 

'ID mE SHERIFF OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, GREETING: 

You are hereby commanded to aunmon :r o N. Swank, Dave 

Carpenter~ Will Henkl.e, Lynn Yates, Wilbur Meyerhcetfer,. John 
Herbert G. Patterson . 

Sipe,/fo appear be:tore 1he Board of. Arbitrators in the case of 

State Coimn1as1on on ConserVJi ti.on and Development of the State 

o:t Virgin.ta Vo Annie R. Besoon, at the Court House of Ro~ingham 

County on the 2d day of November, 1933, at 10 a. m., to t:estity 

and the truth to say on behalf of Defendant. 

And have then and there this. wr.t t. 

WITNESS, :r • .Robert Sw1 tzer • C~rk or_ the Cir cu1 t .. 
Court o t Ro ck 1nghan: County,• Virginia , at the Court House tm reo t', 

this 27th~ of October, 1.933, and 1n the 158th year of the 

Commonwealth. 

ZJ 



.. 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA: 

TO 'IBE SHERIFF OF ROCKINGHAll COUUTr, GREETfflG: 

You are hereby canmancted to summon Charles M. Sellers 

to appear before the Board of Arbitrators , at the Court House 

of Rockingham County , Virginia , on Thursday, the 2d day of 

Novan.ber, 1933, at 10 a . m., to testify and the truth to 

say on behalf of the Defendant in the condemnation proceedings 

of State Commission Conservation and Development of the State 

of Virginia v . Annie R. Begoon. 

And have then and there this writ . 

IN wrrNEsS WHEREOF, I hereun 1D set my hand, as too 

Clerk of theCircuit Court of Rocki ngham County , V:irginia, at 

the Court House thereor , this , the 30th day of October, 1933 , 

and in the 158th year of the Commonweal th . 

Re}":> ~ 1--xk~_J,A. ljj"~---.J , Clerk. 

(/ ~~~~ ~, ~,~ 
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M. H. HARRISON 

TREASURER OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY 

HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN : 

I hereby certify that there 
has been no assessment on real estate in t his 
County in the name of Anni e R. Begoon fo r tax 
purposes . 

I am advised that the land 
located in the Park Area in Rockingham County 
together with the adjacent land located in Green 
County is assessed in the last named County . 

Given under my hand this ?th 
day of May 1934. 

Treasurer. 
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GEO.S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG. VA. 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCFINGJWl COUNTY, VIRGIMIA. 

The State Commission on 
Conservation and Development 
of the state of Virginia, 

vs . 

Cassandra Lawson Atkins and others , 

TO THE HON. H. W. BERT1UM , JUDG:8 OF SAID COURT. 

Petitioner , 

Defendants . 

Your petitioner, Annie R. Begoon , respectfully represents : 

That a judgment in rem has heretofore been eLtered in this 

proceeding condemning to the use of The State Commission on Con­

servation and Development of the state of Virginia the fee simple 

estate in a tract of land formerly the property of your petition­

er , which traot is descri bed in the report of the Board of AP­

praieal Commissioners, appointed here in , and shown , numbered , and 

delineated on the County Onnership Map, filed therewith, as Traot 

MO • 242. That the award allc:r. ed by the Board of APPraisal Com­

missioners for Traot No . 242 was $2 , 878. 00 , which amount was in­

creased by the Board of Arbitrators to the sum of :)3 , 280. 00. That 

the said state Commission on Conservation and Developnent has 

paid into the custody of the Court the said amount hereinabove set 

out as constituting the award for the fee simple estate in said 

tract of lam. That your petitioner, on the date of said judg­

ment in rem condemning said tract of land, was the owner of said 

land in fee simple , and that no other person or persons than the 

undersigned is entitled to share in the distribution of said award . 

Your petitioner further show to the Court that there are 

no taJCes assessed in Rockingham County against suid land , but 

that said tract of land is assessed along with another tract, wh1cn 

lies in Greene County, and the taxes on all of said lands have 

been paid to the Treasu.:r er of Greene County. A certificate of the 

Treasurer of Rockingham County is herewith filed , showing th.at 

I 
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that portion of your petitioner ' s lands lying in Rockingham 

cou.nty was not assessed in said County. Said certificate is here ­

with filed, marked "Ex. Certificate ]!o . l," and prayed to be read 

as part hereof. 

Wherefore, your petitioner prays that she may be made a 

party herein , and be allowed to file her petition in this suit ; 

and that an order may be entered in this aause for the distribu­

tion of said fund , and that your petitioner may have such other 

and further relief as the nature of the case may require . 

By Counsel. 

State of Virginia, 

City of Harrisonburg , to-wit : 

Th is day .Annie R. Begoon perxonally appeared before me , 

F. Flavi a Converse, a Notary Public in and for the City aforesa id, 

in the State of Virginia, in my City aforesaia , and , being duly 
~ ~.; i r 'lT. -ea , 
~ deposes and says: 

/\ 

I have rea d the a bove petition, and state that 

the matters of fact contained therein are true , 

to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

fl~ IL1 /J~ v-
S11bsor i bed and~ before me this ?. ,". e/ day of May, l 964, 
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GEO.S. HARNSBERGER 
HARRISONBURG. VA. 

::N THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ROCKINGHJ,![ COUlrTY, VIRGINL.i.• 

The state Commission on Conservation 
and Development of the 
State of Virgini~ , 

vs . 

Cassandra La~son Atkins 
and others , 

Petitioner, 

:oaf end ants . 

On this, the PJ,-day of l!iuY , 1934 , came .Annie R. Begoori., 

by counsel, and, on her motion, leave is given her to file her 

application for the payment to her of the sum of ~3.280, 00 , the 

amount awarded her by the Board of Arbitrators, as set out in 

the judgment of condemnation for Tract No . 242, which t r act for­

merly stood in her na~e, the amount of said award having been 

heretofore paid into Court . 

And it appearing to the Court from the report of the 

Board of _ ... ppraisal Commissioners, heretofore filed in this cause , 

and in the petition for judgment or condemnation, heretofore en­

tered herein , that , in the opinion of the petitioner, the said 

.Annie R. Begoon was invested vii th a better right or claim of 

title in and to said t r act No . 242 than any other party or persi ~, 

and that the record in this cause does not. disclose any denial 

or dispute by any party or person in i nterest as to the title to 

said tract of land or to the proceeds arising from the condemna­

tion thereof, and that the said Annie R.:Begoon i s entitled to 

receive the proceeds arising f rom the condemnation of said tract 

of land ; 

And it further appearing to the Court that all t.ixes 

against said tract have been paid: 

Upon oon~i1erat1on whereof, it is considered and ordered 

by the Court that the said sum of w3 , 2BO. OO , the same being the 

amount of the award for said tract No . 242, paid into Court by 



Qrnmmnnwraltq nf ]Iirginia 

JOHN M . PURCELL 
TREASURER OF VIRGINIA 

TREASUER ' S OFFICE 

RICHMOND . VA . 

May 28, 1934 

This i s to certify that I , J . M. Purcel l , Treasurer 

of Virginia have t his 28 day of May in accordan ce 

with an order of t he circuit court of Rockin~ham County 

dat e~~_ 5_/_2_5_/_3_4 __ i n the cause of the State Commi ssion 

on Cons ervat i on and Deve l opment of the State of Virginia 

Vs Cassandra Lawson .t k ins and others • ----- -----'---'-'c;;.c:_:..c...._---'-c___;;;~.;..._....:...:a<.==='--'= =--=- -=:.=..o-...:,_,.__ _ _ 

pai d to Geo. S , Harnsberger, Attorney for sa1d Annje B. Begoon 
Harrisonbu r g , Virg inia 

$ 3 , 280 . 00 being in full settlement of tract # S 242 

in the above mentioned cause . 



J OHN M . PURCELL 
TREAS U RER OF VIRGI N IA 

illnmmnuwtnlt4 nf 1llir9iutn 
TREASU R E R'S OFFICE 

R I CHMO N D , VA. 

May 2; , 1934 

Geo . s. Har nsberger, Attor ney for sai d Annie R. Begoon 

Harr jsonbnr g , Vir g inia 

Rece i ved of J . M. Purcell , Treasurer of 

Virginia, the sum of $ 3 , 280 . 00 , in accordance 

with an order of the Circuit Court of the county 

o f ___ R_o....;.c_k...;;;i=n ....... g.,_ham--'--'-=------ ent ered on t he 25th day 

of _ _ !_~a~y~_ l93_i_ , in t he matter of the Stat e 

Commission on Conservation and Development v _ _ _ 

Cassandra Lawson Atkins and others , being 

full and comp l ete settlemen t for the tract of land 

known in said proceeding as #--'-2~4~2~--

Sign original and dup l icate 
and return to the Treasurer 
of Virginia . 
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