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The Lucy F. Simms Continuing Education Center and former Lucy F.
Simms School, 1938-1965; named for Harrisonburg educator who taught
1,800 students between 1877-1934; home of the Celebrating Simms exhibit




Fall 2015



Fall 2015 interns help process archival donations to the Shenandoah
Valley Black Heritage Project, founded by Robin Lyttle



Fall 2015 interns Brett Seekford and Hannah Jones identify
photographs with the help of Jennifer Vickers at a memory party
hosted by the Shenandoah Valley Black Heritage Project
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Item found by fall interns in the archives of the Harrisonburg-

Rocckingham Historical Society
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Spring 2016 students meet the Simms Advisory Board for the first
time, January 2016




Raiy Pattinson, Ashley Short, and Kailyn Harris-Gilliam brainstorm
themes for the exhibit, January 2016



Lindsey Campbell and Anne Hardrick brainstorm themes for the
exhibit, January 2016



Trevor Ohnmeiss and Brett
Seekford brainstorm themes for
the exhibit, January 2016
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The frults of student brainstorming, January 2016
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Students decide on six themes for the exhibit and divide into teams,
January 2016




Teams brainstorm with professors Sawin/and Reich, Feb 2016



Students (I-r) Trevor Ohnmeiss, Emily Nava, and Lindsey Campbell
discuss exhibit themes with Dr. Steven Reich, Feb. 2016



Kailyn Harris-Gilliam and Anne Hardrick talking with Eastern
Mennonite University History professor, Dr. Mark Sawin, Feb. 2016



Students and advisory board meet at the Institute for Visual Studies at
JMU to examine early drafts of the exhibit panels, February 2016



to help them refine tlie
own research with the ]MfU com




Dr. Godfrey and some students meet with community members for
another memory party to help fill gaps in the exhibit, February 2016



After much revision, students and advisory board meet at the Simms
Center to examine near final drafts of the exhibit panels, March 2016



Students examine mini panels at the soft opening of the exhibit at the
Institute for Visual Studies at James Madison University, 20 April 2016



JMU students from the Education Department come to check out
the soft opening of the exhibit at the Institute for Visual Studies at
James Madison University, 20 April 2016
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Mollie Godfrey and Robin Lyttle discuss panel layout at the Simms
Center for Continuing Education, April 2016



Installation of panels at the Simms Center begins, April 2016



Planning the official exhibit opening at the Lucy F. Simms Center (I-r):
Micah Hodges, Dr. Mollie Godfrey, Brett Seekford, Emily Nava
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Students (I-r) Paige Evans and.Deana Forbes prepare for guests before

the opening at the Simms Center for Continuing Education, 25 April
2016 §
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Celebrating Simms: |
Some of the 500 companion bocoklets. printed for the opening of the
exhibit; after the opening, we printed 500 more featuring community
responses to the event, available for free at the Lucy F. Simms Center
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Pages from the companion booklet for the Celebrating Simms exhibit
opening, 25 April 2016
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Students prepare the main hall for the exhibit opening atthe Lucy F.
Simms Center for Continuing Education, April 25, 2016



Professors Sean McCarthy and Mollie Godfrey discuss the exhibit with
student Micah Hodges, April 25, 2016



Student Micah Hodges, admires his group’s
work on the wall, 25 April 2016




Major contributor Doris Harper Allen is among
the first to arrive, 25 April 2016



e, W

Doris Harper Allen discussing the exhibit with students Deana Forbes,

Brett Seekford, and Hannah Jones, 25 April 2016



Harrisonburg and Rockingham County residents and city officials,
visitors from out of town, and JMU students, faculty, and staff



More than 100 JMU students attel}gpd

the opening as part of their classwork or
to support their friends, 25 April 2016




The opening featured video/clips from
collaborator Billo Harper’s documentary, The
Legacy of the Lucy F NI School
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Project associate Billo Harper and student Trevor Ohnmeiss record a
video interview with former Simms student Colton Banks at the
exhibit opening, 25 April 2016



Attendees f}nd famlhar fat:es in thm panels at the exhibit opening, 25
April 2016 |



Reverend Harold L. Brown, Sr., a former Simms student, opened the
exhibit celebration with a blessing, 25 April 2016
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. Contributors, community members, and
" JMU students also shared words of
thanks and songs, 25 April 25 2016







Professor Mollie Godfrey and students Kailyn Harris-Gilliam, Hannah
Jones, Brett Seekford, and Raiy Pattinson installing the exhibit at
Harrisonburg High School, 2 May 2016
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Students Brett Seekford and Hannah Jones admiring the “Celebrating
Simms” exhibit at Harrisonburg High School, 2 May 2016
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The students on the steps of the Lucy F. Simms School



