

	What did the Lucy Simms School community gain and lose as a result of racial integration in schools?

	C3 Framework Standard
	D4.2.9-12. Construct explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence (linear or non-linear), examples, and details with significant and pertinent information and data, while acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation given its purpose (e.g., cause and effect, chronological, procedural, technical).


This lesson focuses on the perspectives from students who attended the Lucy F. Simms School and who also helped integrate Harrisonburg City Schools in the mid-1960s. For students who have never experienced segregation, this lesson attempts to bring complexity to the issue of desegregation, and it will introduce students to some possible losses to the community as a result of integration. 
	Featured Sources

	Source A: Samuel L. Jackson on Growing Up under Jim Crow (video)
Source B: Examples of Jim Crow Laws
Source C: Sources from Simms on Integration



	Formative Performance Tasks 
	
	Teacher Guidance

	1. COLLABORATE: Students will engage with source material in order to determine the positive and negative effects of integration. This can be best achieved in small student groups with teacher check-ins and whole-class discussion. 

2. PRODUCE: Students should respond to how racial integration in schools should be remembered in the Simms community. This involved compiling and summarizing information from the sources. 

3. DELIBERATE: Students will be engaging with a complex topic that sometimes gets oversimplified. The responses in the interviews are aimed at challenging preconceived ideas and bringing complexity to this topic. 
	
	Begin the class by showing the video of Samuel L. Jackson’s experiences with growing up during a time of segregation. It’s important to play the video clip all the way to the end and to ask students about Jackson’s views on growing up during Jim Crow (“No, that was what it was”). This should hopefully challenge the student’s prior knowledge on segregation and bring in some complexity to this topic. 
To activate prior knowledge, students should use the organizer and Jim Crow examples to list some ways in which African Americans were denied equal opportunities. This is meant to activate prior knowledge and set students up for looking at the interviews from Simms students who experienced racial integration in schools.
From there, students should read the source set with oral history interviews from the Simms students who experienced integration and complete the chart on the organizer. Whenever possible, play excerpts from the interviews (using the links provided in source set) so students can hear from the Simms students directly. As a class, discuss the gains and losses for the students at Simms and the greater community when Harrisonburg High School integrated and the Simms school closed down. After discussion with the students, they should complete the prompt on how this event should be remembered.  



