

	How did Newtown reflect the nation as a whole?

	C3 Framework Standard
	D2.Geo.2.9-12. Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain relationships between the locations of places and regions and their political, cultural, and economic dynamics.

D2.His.4.9-12. Analyze complex and interacting factors that influenced the perspectives of people during different historical eras.

D2.Geo.5.9-12. Evaluate how political and economic decisions throughout time have influenced cultural and environmental characteristics of various places and regions


The Housing Acts of 1949 and 1954 became a tool of cities and towns across the United States to remove ‘blighted areas’ or ‘slums’ and receive an economic stimulus to reutilize the land. This tool became an excuse for many towns to displace communities of color not entirely based on economic status. The Newtown majority black area of Harrisonburg City is one such town that saw the displacement of many families, businesses, and livelihoods. Students will learn about Newtown before renewal, the community that was lost, and how this was not an isolated event. 
	Featured Sources

	Source A: Photos of Newtown before Urban Renewal 
Source B: Renewing Inequality: Family Displacements through Urban Renewal, 1950-1966 (University of Richmond Interactive Map)
Source C: Lowell Toliver Interview excerpt 
Source D: WMRA Articles on Harrisonburg Redevelopment 



	Formative Performance Tasks 
	
	Teacher Guidance

	1. COLLABORATE: Through source analysis, students will examine the sources and complete the organizers together.

2. DELIBERATE: Students will identify the motive behind urban renewal, the effects of renewal on a community, and discuss the effects of renewal on the country as a whole. 
	
	Students start by exploring a slidedeck of pictures of Newtown before it was razed through urban renewal. Students will be instructed to fill out a mentimeter or given sticky notes with three adjectives that describe what they see, think, and feel. 
Then students will need access to Source B digitally and answer the questions provided in the “Urban Renewal Slides”. Allow students to explore the map on their own and then go over their findings as a class. Make sure your students understand what urban renewal is before moving on.
Next students will listen to an excerpt of Lowell Toliver’s interview where he recalls how redevelopment in Harrisonburg affected him and his community. Have students answer the questions provided as the interview is played. 
To finish the lesson students will listen/read two short WMRA articles on urban renewal in Harrisonburg and the money involved in redevelopment. Students will answer the guiding questions provided and then be instructed to utilize the sources provided to them to answer the final question in the form of a paragraph. 



